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Construction  on  Osterneck  Cottage  at  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  progresses. 
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PALHEIIQ  ELIMD 
THE  VOICE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA 
(FORMERLY  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AURORA  CLUB  OF  THE  BLIND,  INC/) 

EDITOR;    DONALD  C.  CAPPS 
PUBLISHED  QUARTERLY 
THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  FORMERLY 
KNOWN  AS  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AURORA  CLUB  OF  THE  BLIND,  INC.  IS  CHAR_ 
TERED  U^DER  THE  LAWS' OF-  THE  STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  TO  PROMOTE  THE 
SOCIAL,  SPIRITUAL  AND  ECONOMIC  WELL-BEING  OF  ALL  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH 
INA. 

TJJP 


HE  PEEEIILlLMilS  PROVIDED  FREE  OF-- CHARGE1  BY' THE' NATIONAL 


FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  TO  ITS  MEMBERS  AND  OTHER 
INTERESTED  PERSONS  AND  IS  AVAILABLE  IN  PRINT,  OPEN  REEL  AND  AUDIO 
CASSETTE  EDITIONS.  THE  AUDIO  EDITION  IS  A  SERVICE  OF  THE  FEDERATION 
CENTER  OF  THE  BLIND. 

READERS  WHO  RECEIVE  THE  OPEN  REEL  AND  AUDIO  CASSETTE  EDITIONS 
ARE  REQUESTED  TO  HANDLE  TAPES  WITH  CARE  AND  TO  RETURN  THEM  PROMPTLY 
FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  OTHER  USERS.  IF  YOU  SHOULD  RECEIVE  A  BAD  TAPE, 
PLEASE  LET  THE  CENTER  KNOW  BY  DROPPING  US  A  NOTE  ENCLOSED  WITH  THE 
BAD  CASSETTE  SO  THAT  APPROPRIATE  ACTION  HAY  BE  TAKEN  TO  REMOVE  THAT 
CASSETTE  FROM  OUR  LIBRARY. 

IF  YOU  OR  A  FRIEND  WISH  TO  REMEMBER' THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AURORA 
CLUB  OF  THE  BLIND,  INC.  ALSO  KNOWN  AS  THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION- OF  THE 
BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  IN  YOUR  WILL  YOU  CAN  DO  SO  BY  EMPLOYING  THE 
FOLLOWING  LANGUAGE; 

"I  GIVE,  DIVISE  AND  BEQUEATH  UNTO  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA 
AURORA  CLUB  OF  THE  BLIND,  INC.  ALSO  KNOWN  AS  THE  NATIONAL 
FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  P.O.  BOX  4174, 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  THE  SUM  OF  $ JOR" PERCENT  OF  MY 

NET  ESTATE",  OR  "THE  FOLLOWING  STOCKS  AND  BONDS: ") 

TO  BE  USED  FOR  ITS  WORTHY  PURPOSES  ON  BEHALF  OF  BLIND  PER- 
SONS AND  TO  BE  HELD  AND  ADMINISTERED  BY  DIRECTION  OF  ITS 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS." 
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OSTERJECK  COTTAGE  EXPO  I  P.']  AEVAflCES 

IjITH  THE  EXPANSION  OF  OSTERNECK  COTTAGE  PROGRESSING  DAILY;  THE  <OCKY 

Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  and  Conference  Center  is  taking  on  a  mew  look. 
At  this  writing,  the  second  level  flooring -has  been  completed,  Even  the 
fireplaces  are  visible  amd  have  taken  shape,  soon  the  roofing  will  be 
in  place.  Almost  all  of  the  lumeer  needs  for  the  expansion  of  Osterneck 
cottage  have  come  from  the  two  old  dormitories  which  have  been  torn 
down,  The  old  lumber  is  of  THE  FINEST  QUALITY  AND  will  PROVIDE  SOUND 
AND  LASTING  CONSTRUCTION,  OUR  CONTRACTOR^  EDGAR  SMITH  BUILDERS  OF  PlCK- 
ENS,  HAS  BEEN  METICULOUS  IN  HIS  SELECTION  OF  CONSTRUCTION  MATERIALS  TO 
ASSURE  THE  HANDSOME  AND  WELL  BUILT •  OSTERNECK  COTTAGE'.  SOME  LAST  MINUTE 
CHANGES  HAVE  BEEN  APPROVED  BY  THE  ARCHITECT  WHICH  WILL  RESULT  IN  OsTER- 
NECK  COTTAGE  BEING  MORE  FUNCTIONAL.  THE  CONTRACTOR  STATfcS  THAT  THE 

addition  to  osterneck  cottage  will  de  completed  in  the  spring  and  ready 
for  occupancy  at  that  time, 

Additional  Renovation  Planned 

While  both  of  the  old  dormitorifs  have  been  torn  down,  the  assembly 
hall  and  dining  hall  still  stand.  future  plans  call  for  the  demolition 
of  both  of  these  buildings  to  make  way  for  the  construction  of  the  new 
complex  at  Rocky  Bottom.  However,  there  are  present  plans  to  do  some 
renovation  of  the  assembly  hall  which  will  provide  excellent  space  for 
various  types  of  meetings  and  events,  community  entertainment  is  popu- 
LAR in  the  Rocky  Bottom  area  and  a  refurbished  assembly  hall  will  ac- 
commodate such  events,  There  are  also  plans  to  renovate  a  portion  of  the 
old  dining  hall  to  provide  some  temporary  HOUSING  during  the  summer 
months  for  certain  types  of  groups  which  may  be  using  the  camp  facili- 
ties^ INCLUDING  AREA  FOOTBALL  TEAMS. 

Chapters'  and  Divisions'  Reservations  Hade 

At  this  writing  most  of  the  20  chapters  and  divisions  which  comprise 
the  JFB  of  SC  have  made  reservations  for  a  weekend  visit  to  Kocky  Bot- 
tom, All  20  of  the  organizations  are  expected  to  participate  in  this 
planned  program.  Thus„  blind  persons  from  throughout  South  Carolina 
will  soon  have  a  camping  experience  in  one  of  the  most  scenic  mountain- 
ous areas  of  the  state.  blind  persons  who  are  not  affiliated  with  the 
$fb  of  sc  may  make  their  reservations  by  contacting  the  federation 
Center  of  the  Blind,,  11"  S.  Kilbourne  Road,  Columbia,  S.C.  29235. 
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THE  REV,  JOHKD,  LOVE  JOINS  SO  of  SC"  STAFF 

The  Rational  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  is  proud  to  an- 
nounce that  Rev.  John  D.  Love  of  Woodruff,  S.C.  has  accepted  an  import- 
ant post  with  the  Federation,  On  February  1,  Rev.  Love  became  the  full- 
time  director  of  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  and  Conference  Cen- 
ter, He  brings  with  him  a  dozen  years  of  successful  camp  and  confer- 
ence center  management.  From  1968  to  February  h  when  he  joined  the 
Federation  staff,  Rev.  Love  served  as  camp  director  of  Eva  Goode  Camp 
and  Conference  Center,  Cedar  Fountain,  North  Carolina.-  a  Presbyterian 
sponsored  center.  Rev.  Love  is  a  certified  camp  director,  having  been 
certified  by  the  American  Camping  Association.  It  is  in  this  capacity 
that  the  blind  first  became  acquainted  with  this  fine  gentleman.  When 
the  4-H  camp  at  Rocky  Bottom  was  condemned  in  1967,  the  Columbia  Chap- 
ter of  the  MFB  of  SC  was  no  longer  able  to  use  these  facilities  and  it 
was  necessary  to  find  other  accommodations.  Federation  officials 
learned  of  the  Eva  Goode  camp  and  conference  center  at  Cedar  Mountain 
and  visited  the  camp  during  the  Labor  Day  weekend  for  the  first  time 
in  1968,  It  was  at  that  time  that  the  blind  first  met  John  and  Molly 
Love  and  their  two  lovely  daughters,  Caroline  and  Mary  Bratton.  It  was 

II  IS 

love  at  first  sight  and  has  been  that  way  ever  since  for  all  con- 
cerned. A  native  of  York  County,  Rev.  Love  has  enjoyed  a  successful  and 
distinguished  career.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  military  service,  having 
served  in  the  Army  for  3  years  between  1952  and  1955.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  both  Presbyterian  College  and  Columiba  Theological  Seminary.  For 
some  9  years,  between  1959  and  1968,  rev.  love  was  a  full-time  pastor. 
he  served  as  pastor  of  the  flrst  presbyterian  church  in  woodruff,  where 
he  resides,  for  6  years  between  1962  and  1963  at  which  time  he  became 
camp  director  at  eva  goode.  just  as  he  has  served  the  church,  rev.  love 
has  also  served  his  community  in  a  variety  of  ways.  for  several  years 
he  was  associated  with  woodruff  hlgh  school  as  chaplain  in  the  athletic 
department.  rev.  love  also  worked  with  the  youth  in  the  recreation  de- 
partment of  the  city  of  iioodruff.  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  boys 
and  girls  scout  troop  sponsor. rev.  love  has  also  been  a  civic  leader  in 

HIS  COMMUNITY.  He  WAS  A  MEMBER  OF  BOTH  THE  RuRITAN  AND  ROTARY  CLUBS. 

During  his  Rotary  service  he  served  as  president  of  the  Woodruff  Rotary 
Club.  During  his  distinguished  career,  Rev.  Love  has  received  many  a- 
' wards.  While  in  the  military  service  he  was  the  recipient  of  the  combat 

INFANTRYMAN  BADGE  AMD  RRON7F  STAR .  He  WAS  ALSO  A  DISTINGUISHED  MILITARY 
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student  at  presbyterian  college.  both  the  jaycees  and  sertoma  clubs 
presented  Rev,  Love  with  their  distinguished  service  awards.  As  direct- 
or of  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  and  Conference  Center,  Rev.  Love 
WILL  have  the  responsibility  of  directing  and  developing  this  new  pro- 
gram of  service  to  the  state's  blind  by  the  tlFB  of  SC.  Having  an  ex- 
ceptional BACKGROUND,  REV.  LOVE  IS  EMINENTLY  QUALIFIED  FOR  HIS  NEW 

position.  by  acquiring  the  services  of  rev.  love,  the  ftfb  of  sc  is  as- 
sured of  a  top-flight  individual  to  manage  and  direct  its  new  program 
at  Rocky  Bottom.  In  addition  to  directing  the  development  of  the  Rocky 
Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  and  Conference  Center,  the  r^FB  of  SC  is  also 
proud  to  announce  a  new  outreach  program  of  pastoral  service  to  be 
headed  up  by  Rev.  Love.  This  ministry  provides  a  new  dimension  of  ser- 
vice to  the  blind  by  Rev.  Love.  This  new  outreach  and  pastoral  service 
program  is  in  keeping  with  one  of  the  principle  purposes  of  the  organi- 
zation which  is  to  provide  for  the  spiritual  enrichment  of  the  blind- 
The  MFB  of  SC  is  extremely  fortunate  in  having  Rev.  John  D.  Love  join 
its  staff.  Having  already  demonstrated  a  wholesome  philosophy  toward 
blindness,  Rev.  John  D.  Love  also  has  a  beautiful  philosophy  of  life* 
It  is:  "Hand  in  hand  with  Jesus  Christ,  there  is  no  defeat.  You  need 
only  the  courage  to  walk  where  he  leads'7.  rev.  love's  philosophy  of 
life  closely  parallels  the  spiritual  philosophy  of  the  nfb  of  sc  char- 
acterized by  the  following  scripture  which  appeared  in  its  new  out- 
reach and  pastoral  service  brochure,  "and  i  will  bring  the  blind  by  a 
way  that  they  knew  not.  i  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they  have  not 
kilown.  i  will  make  darkness  light  before  them  and  crooked  things 
STRAIGHT.  These  things  will  I  DO  unto  THEM,  and  not  forsake  them." 
Isaiah  42:16. 


*«* 

SECOND"  STATEWIDE  KICK-OFF  FOR  ROCKY  BOTTOM  HELD 

Honorable  Earle  E.  Morris,  Jr.,  South  Carolina's  distinguished  Comp- 
troller General  and  statewide  chairman  of  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the 
Blind  and  Conference  Center  campaign  presided  over  the  special  banquet 
Thursday  evening,  January  24  at  the  Federation  Center.  Some  35  persons 
were  in  attendance.  the  program  featured  a  new  sound/slide  documentary 
on  Rocky  Bottom.  Everyone  was  impressed  with  the  new  presentation,  Pro- 
fessor  Peter  Lee  of  the  College  of  Architecture  of  Clemson  University 
referred  to  the  new  sound/slide  documentary  as  professional  in  every 
respect.  Several  Federationists  gave  their  impressions  of  Rocky  Bottom, 
County  Chairpersons  who  were  on  hand  expressed  great  interest  and  sup- 
port for  the  Rocky  Bottom  project.  Several  prominent  members  of  the 
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Ljons  Clubs  were  alsq  welcome  guest;;.  The  ^FB  of  SC  j~  very  proud  to 

HAVE  SO  MANY  PROMl$£NT  :Sc?#T*i  C;--!'  ■-/-•-  ;'?'  ASSOCIATED  WITH   THE  ROCKY 

Bottom  project  ah  CHAJR^Sb^?  or  t^u-?  &?&mcTW$,  GSK#rr  tes'i 

COiiLSS  1  DPj-FiLES  :LITfoAT&?fci  .1IMMIIMSE11MS  I£2 ■! 

Since  1974.jp  when  qphcials"  of  York  Couhty  Technical  Collc* 

tice  that  it  w.as  TER^wnr^  mi  uum  operator  of  tnei^  . 

CILITIES   AND   IVC^LP   7y{§REAFV-^   C/H^r     TH~    FACILITIES    THF-^r      fs,    TH*RP 

seems  to  have  r  ■■..■;.  notM^jc  ijut  TR->v;Ji-L?-:  *nrj  ilind  6pera"os3  i;i  other 

TECHNICAL  CGU-EG£S  TH^X-l^qi:  THt  'STATE.  INK  YORK  TECH  ai'ciSIQH,  FOL- 
LOWED BY  LEGAL  AC.TIOM,  ''APFKASlJ.  TC  HAVE  SPARKED  A  CHAIN-LFr^  REACTION 
THROUGHOUT  THE  TrXH  SYSTEM  CM  Coi-TH  CaROLIA-.  F0LI>-!!*G  "  w^  York  fEcu 
INCIDENT,  OFFICIALS  OF  PlEDflOHT  U.tH    IN  GrSF.NWOOD  TOO;:.  ACT  I &H   WHICH 
RESULTED  IN  THE  OUSTER  OF  PI:  BUliO   OPGPAYCP  OF  THE  A:  VCi^DIflC  FACILI- 
TIES. This  was  followed  by  ofrcials  or  Sumtfr  Tech  who  decided  they 

WANTED  TO  TAKE  OVER  THE  OPERATTQH  OF  THEIR  vdNDUJG  FACILITIES  IN  AN 
EXPANDED  STUDENT  CENTER,  T"HE  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BUND  AND  THE  I'JFB  OF 
SC  RESISTED  THE  TAKE  OVER  OF  THE  VENDING  FACILITY  3Y  SOFTER  TECH  OF- 
FICIALS. IIhile  Sumter  Tech  did  agree  to  employ  the  blind  operator,  the 

NEW  ARRANGEMENT  WILL  PREVENT  THE  OPERATOR  FROM  RECEIVING  THE  INCREASED 
REVENUES  GENERATED  BY  THE  EXPANDED  FACILITIES .  BECAUSE  OF  THE  COMMIS- 
SION'S and  the  Federation's  resistance  to  the  take  over,  Sumter  Tech 

WAS  SUCCESSFUL  IN  GETTING  LEGISLATORS  FROM  THEIR  AREA  TO  TACK  ON  AN 
AMENDMENT  OR  PROVISO  TO  THE  SUPPLEMENTAL  APPROPRIATIONS  BILL,  AS  AN 
llTH  HOUR  MANEUVER  ON  THE  LAST  DAY  OF  THE  1979  LEGISLATURE,  WHICH  HAD 
THE  EFFECT  OF  DIVORCING  CONTROL  OF  THE  VENDING  FACILITY  BY  THE  COMMIS- 
SION, And  now  there  is  the  Spartanburg  Tech  matter  which  clearly  demon- 
strates A  FURTHER  DETERIORATION  OF  THIS  VITAL  PROGRAM  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  bottom  line  appears  to  be  monetary.  In  this  case,  however, as  is 
the  case  too  often,  the  blind  appear  to  be  the  losers.  as  evidenced 
by  the  following  article  which  appeared  in  the  spartanburg  journal  ; 
Spartanburg,  S.C.,  Friday,  December  V\,   1979,  Commission  officials  are 
being  referred  to  in  derogatory  terms  by  spartanburg  tech  officials, 
the  article  reads  as  follows;  "new  vending  machines  at  tech  causing 
Disagreement  ,  by  John  Gwinn,  staff  writer.  Spartanburg  Technical  Col- 
lege and  the  S.C.  Commission  for  the  Blind  are  involved  in  a  dispute 
which  may  have  to  be  resolved  in  court.  The  matter  concerns  the  recent 
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installation  of  three  vending  machines  at  the  school,  the  commission 
for  the  Blind  says  the  stands  are  in  violation  of  state  law  because 
they  compete  with  vending  stands  operated  by  the  commission,  the  com- 
mission's governing  body  voted  unanimously  wednesday  to  go  to  court  if 
necessary  to  protect  its  operators  and  to  uphold  the  right-to-work  law 
for  the  2lind.  tech  president  joe  gault  says  the  three  machines  are 
needed  to  service  students  when  the  vending  stands  are  not  operating 
and  to  provide  quicker  service  during  1q-minute  recesses  between  class- 
es and  30-minute  lunch  breaks,  "there  is  no  direct  competition  involv- 
ED. These  machines  provided  service  to  those  students  who  otherwise 
wouldn't  have  the  time  to  stand  in  line  to  BUY  FROM  I  ME  rANTEEN  or  buy 

ITEMS  WHEN  THE  CANTEEN  IS  CLOSED."  COUNTY  ATTORNEY  RoY  H,    SMITH  SAID 

Thursday  that  he  was  prepared  to  represent  Tech  in  any  litigation.  "I'm 

AWARE  OF  THE  COMPLAINT  !|-Y  THE  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND.  I'm  PRESENTLY 

researching  the  matter  more  closely  and  prepared  to  defend  tech's 
position  if  the  situation  is  carried  to  the  courts.  i  don't  feel  it  is 
proper  for  me  to  comment  any  further  since  i  would  be  representing  tech 
and  there  is  a  chance  of  pending  litigation.  smith  rendered  a  written 
opinion  to  Tech  officials  lsst  FIarch  21,  which  in  effect,  stated  that 
Tech  had  the  right  to  install  the  machines  and  any  future  ones  it  so 
desired.  Several  state  statutes  mandate  that  the  S.C.  Commission  for 
the  Blind  has  the  franchise  to  operate  vending  •-.  stands  in  public  build- 
ings, However,  Smith  points  out  that  a  1978  amendment  excludes  techni- 
cal educational  institutions  and  other  educational  institutions  from 
compliance  with  this  provision  of  the  law.  Smith  stated  in  his  letter 
to  Tech,  "I  feel  the  impact  of  this  legislation  on  Tech  is  minimum  and 
should  not  prevent  the  use  of  supplemtary  vending  facilities.  There 
should  be  no  problem  in  adding  separate  facilities  regardless  of  wheth- 
er they  are  in  presently  existing  buildings  or  buildings  to  be  con- 
structed IN  THE  FUTURE/'GaULT  SAID  THURSDAY  THAT  THE  MATTER  IS  BEING 

blown  out  of  proportion,  "ijodody  is  trying  to  take  anything  from  the 
vending  stand  operators  nor  is  tech  trying  to  make  money  or  get  a  piece 
of  the  action.  all  profits  (about  z^so  per  month)  from  the  three  mach- 
ines will  be  used  to  set  up  a  scholarship  fund  for  deserving  students. 
These  machines  are  essentially  serving  people  that  because  of  the  time 
factor  or  whatever  would  not  buy  goods  from  the  stand  vendors  anyway.'' 
Tech  provides  the  space,  pays  for  all  utilities  and  any  other  related 
costs  for  the  blind  to  operate  the  two  stands.  tech  doesn't  receive  any 


-6- 

OF  THE  SUBSTANTIAL  PROFITS  DERIVED  FROM  OPERATING  THE  TWO  BUSINESSES 
WHICH  PROVIDE  FOOD  AND  SMALL  CONSUMER  ITEMS  FOR  THE  APPROXIMATELY  3700 
STUDENTS  WHO  ATTEND  THE  SCHOOL.  IT  WAS  GAULT  WHO  INITIATED  THE  ACTION 
OF  GETTING  THE  BLIND  TO  OPERATE  THE  VENDING  STANDS  AT  SPARTANBURG  COUN- 
TY 's  LARGEST  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  SHORTLY  AFTER  HE  TOOK  OFFICE  IN  1979. 
"As  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  TECHNICAL  EDUCATION  CENTER  OVER  IN  YORK  COUNTY  BACK 
IN  THE  EARLY  6Q'S  WE  HAD  CONSIDERABLE  PROBLEMS  WITH  VENDORS  SO  I  WORKED 
AND  GOT  THE  BLIND  TO  OPEN  UP  A  STAND  THERE. I T  WAS  SO  SUCCESSFUL  THAT  I 
ASKED  THE  COMMISSION  HERE  TO  DO  THE  SAME  THING  WHEN  I  FIRST  GOT  HERE  AND 
WE  SIGNED  A  CONTRACT  BACK  IN  1971/'  GAULT  CONTINUED,  "IT  HAS  WORKED  WELL 
OVER  THE  YEARS  WHEN  THERE  WAS  A  SPIRIT  OF  COOPERATION  AMONG  THE  COMMIS- 
SION for  the  Blind,  beginning  in  1977,  though  the  waters  have  become  a 

LITTLE  MUDDED,  THEY  (COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND)  HAD  SOME  CHANGE  OF  ADMIN- 
ISTRATIVE PERSONNEL  AND  NOW  THERE  IS  WHAT  I  CALL  YOUNG  MILITANTS  RUNNING 
THE  ORGANIZATION.  THEY  DON'T  WANT  TO  COOPERATE  AND  MORE  OR  LESS  TAKE  THE 
ATTITUDE  THEY  DON'T  HAVE  TO  ANSWER  TO  ANYBODY  AND  NOBODY  CAN  TELL  THEM 
WHAT  TO  DO."  GAULT  SA7S  THAT  HE  HAS  RECEIVED  COMPLAINTS  FROM  STUDENTS 
WHO  PATRONIZE  THE  VENDING  STANDS  ABOUT  TABLES  NOT  BEING  KEPT  CLEAN,  EX- 
CESSIVE CHARGES  SUCH  AS  FOR  NAPKINS  AND  STRAWS  AND  NOT  BEING  PROVIDED 
SALT  AND  PEPPER.  He  EMPHASIZES  THAT  TECH  STILL  DOESN'T  PLAN  TO  REPLACE 
THE  VENDING  STANDS.  "FOR  THE  MOST  PART,  THEY  PROVIDE  GOOD  SERVICE.  We 

don't  have  any  plans  on  the  other  hand  to  take  out  the  three  vending 
machines.  Quite  the  contrary,  we  plan  to  add  some  vending  machines  when 
the  new  learning  resource  and  shop  buildings  now  under  construction  are 
completed.  This  whole  thing  is  like  the  tempest  in  the  teapot  and  need- 
lessly so/'  Gault  said/7  Of  a  different  tone  entirely,  however,  the 
following  editorial  appeared  in  the  Columbia  Record,  Tuesday,  December 
13,  1979.  "An  unfortunate  issue  has  developed  between  the  South  Carol- 
ina Commission  for  the  Blind  and  the  Spartanburg  Technical  Education 
College.  The  Commission  says  it  is  prepared  to  go  to  court,  if  necess- 
ary, TO  COMPEL  THE  SCHOOL  TO  REMOVE  THREE  COIN-OPERATED  MACHINES  IN- 
STALLED DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  A  VENDING  STAND  OPERATED  BY  THE  BLIND.  ?HE 
CONCESSION  IS  ONE  OF  MANY  IN  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  THROUGHOUT  THE  STATE 
OWNED  BY  THE  COMMISSION  AND  OPERATED  BY  BLIND  CLIENTS  UNDER  THE  BUSI- 
NESS Enterprise  Program.  The  program  has  the  backing  of  state  law  which 

PROHIBITS  COIN-OPERATED  MACHINES  IN  THE  SAME  BUILDING  WITH  COMMISSION 
STANDS.  FfoWj  IT  COULD  BE  ARGUED  THAT  SUCH  A  LAW  VIOLATES  THE  PRINCIPLE 
OF  FREE  ENTERPRISE  -  THE  RIGHT  TO  COMPETE  ON  EVEN  TERMS.  PERHAPS  SO, 
BUT  THROUGH  THE  YEARS  THE  BUSINESS  ENTERPRISE  PROGRAM  HAS  PROVIDED 
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INCQME  AND  MEANINGFUL  EMPLOYMENT  FOR  MANY  DISADVANTAGED  PERSONS  WHO 
MIGHT  OTHERWISE  HAVE  A  TOUGH  TIME  MAKING  IT  IN  A  WORLD  DOMINATED  BY 
SIGHTED  PEOPLE,  ONE  WOULD  HOPE  THAT  THE  MATTER  CAN  BE  SETTLED  IN  A 

reasonable,  understanding  and  compassionate  manner  without  the  abrasive 
necessity  of  court  action, "  the  following  article  appeared  in  the 
Greenvillf  Mfws.,  Friday,  January  25,  1980.  "Machines  Prompt  Suit  at 
TEC,  by  Sally  Saunders,  news  staff  writer,  Spartanburg:  The  state  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  filed  suit  Thursday  against  Spartanburg  Tec  offi- 
cials over  three  vending  machines  at  the  college  which  the  Commission 
complained  are  drawing  away  business  from  its  concession  stand.  But 
tec  officials  contend  the  vending  machines  were  installed  to  provide 
students  with  refreshments  during  times  when  the  commission's  stands 
are  closed  or  swamped  with  customers.  a  hearing  on  the  matter  has  been 
set  for  March  12  at  10  Pfl  by  7th  Circuit  Judge  Wade  S.  Weathehford,  Jr< 
The  suit,  filed  in  Spartanburg  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  named  as  defend 
ants  Spartanburg  TEC  president  Joe  D,  Gault  and  the  12  members  of  the 
technical  college's  board  of  directors.  the  suit  was  brought  by  the 
state  attorney  general's  office  on  behalf  of  maxine  r.  bowles,  a  com- 
missioner for  the  state  commission  for  the  blind  and  grover  jones,  the 
operator  of  the  commission's  concession  stand  in  tec's  administration 
building,  According  to  the  suit,  three  coin  operated  vending  machines 
were  placed  last  september  in  spartanburg  tecs  administration  building 
adjacent  to  the  commission's  concession  stand.  the  suit  claims  the  5 
vending  machines  violate  state  law  which  allows  only  2  vending  machines 
to  be  placed  at  an  institution  that  has  a  concession  stand  operated  by 
the  Commission  for  the  Blind.  The  vending  machines  cannot  be  in  the  same 
building  as  the  commission's  concession  stand,  the  suit  states.  the 
suit  claims  the  commission's  stand  has  been  so  "damaged  by  the  loss  of 
income"  due  to  the  placement  of  three  coin-operated  machines  that  it 
has  become  "economically  infeasible"  for  the  commission  to  continue  op- 
erating its  facility,  the  suit  points  out  that  tec  was  under  no  obli- 
gation to  allow  concession  stands  operated  by  the  blind  to  operate  in 
its  buildings.  but  if  the  school  permits  the  concession  stands,  it  may 
not  place  coin  operated  vending  machines  to  compete  with  the  commisr 
sion's  facility,  the  suit  states.  placement  of  the  three  machines  in 
the  administration  building  constituted  "constructive  termination  '  of 
the  agreement  between  spartanburg  tec  and  the  commission  for  the  blind, 
the  suit  contends.  the  commission  asks  the  court  to  permanently  enjoin 
the  college  from  placing  vending  machines  in  competition  with  its  con- 


CESSION  STANDS.  SPARTANBURG  TEC  PRESIDENT  GAULT  SAID  THURSDAY  HE  WAS 
NOT  AWARE  THE  SUIT  HAD  BEEN  FILED/  BUT  THAT  TEC  OFFICIALS  KNEW  IT  WAS 
COMING,  GAULT  SAID  TEC  OFFICIALS  DECIDED  TO  INSTALL  THE  MACHINES  AFTER 
FIELDING  COMPLAINTS  FROM  FACULTY  AND  STUDENTS  THAT  THERE  WERE  TIMES 

THE  COMMISSION'S  STAND  WAS  CLOSED  OR  TOO  BUSY  TO  ACCOMMODATE  THEM. 


"!JE  PUT  IN  THE  MACHINES  PRIMARILY  FOR  THE  STUDENTS  WHO  ARE  AT  THE 
SCHOOL  AFTER  HOURS  WHEN  THE  CONCESSION  STAND  IS  CLOSED/'  GAULT  SAID. 
"HE  HAD  SOME  COMPLAINTS  FROM  THE  STUDENTS  AND  STAFF  THAT  THE  COMMISS- 
ION'S CONCESSION  STAND  WAS  SO  BUSY  DURING  CLASS  BREAKS  THEY  DID  NOT 
HAVE  TIME  TO  STAND  IN  LINE  WHEN  THEY  MIGHT  WANT  TO  BUY  ONLY  ONE  ITEM/" 
THE  TEC  PRESIDENT  CONTINUED.  He  SAID  THE  COLLEGE  ALSO  HAD  MANY  STODeWtg 
WHO  ATTENDED  CLASSES  ON  SATURDAY  WHEN  THE  CONCESSION  STAND  IS  NOT  OPEN. 

Gault  said  the  TEC  Board  informed  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  it  was 
considering  installing  the  vending  machines.  ""they  had  plenty  of  time 
to  seek  an  attorney  general's  opinion  on  the  matter  but  they  didn't 
do  it/'  gault  said.  before  installing  the  machines  the  tec  president 
said  the  board  conferred  with  spartanburg  county  attorney  roy  fl.  smith 
who  gave  the  go-ahead  to  place  the  machines.  gault  said  he  thought  the 
vending  machines  were  helping  the  blind  concessionaires  who  operated 
the  two  stands  at  the  college.  'the  machines  give  them  the  opportunity 
to  close  their  stands  during  slow  times  -  like  in  late  afternoon  to 
have  some  time  off  before  they  open  back  up  at  6:30  pf1,  he  said.  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind  has  operated  stands  at  the  school  since  1971. 
The  sections  of  the  vending  facility  law  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
newspaper  article  read  as  follows;" Section  9  -  This  act  shall  not  ap- 
ply TO  HOSPITALS,,  FOUR-YEAR  INSTITUTIONS  OF  HIGHER  LEARNING  AND  THEIR 
BRANCHES^  PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS,  TECHNICAL  EDUCATION 
INSTITUTIONS,  FACILITIES  DEVOTED  PRIMARILY  TO  ATHLETICS  OR  TO  STATE, 
MUNICIPAL,  COUNTY  OR  CIVIC  CENTER  AUDITORIUMS  AND  ASSEMBLY  HALLS  NOR 
SHALL  THERE  BE  ANY  PROHIBITIONS  TO  THE  PLACEMENT  OF  UP  TO  TWO  COIN 
OPERATED  VENDING  MACHINES  IN  BUILDINGS  ON  THE  PUBLIC  PROPERTY  PROVIDED 
THEY  ARE  NOT  LOCATED  IN  A  BUILDING  WHERE  THERE  IS  A  VENDING  FACILITY 
OPERATED  BY  THE  COMMISSION.  SECTION  10  -  NOTWITHSTANDING  ANY  OTHER  PRO- 
VISIONS OF  THIS  ACT,  !'   VENDING  FACILITY  OPERATED  BY  A  BLIND  PERSON  ON 
PUBLIC  PROPERTY,  INCLUDING  TECHNICAL  EDUCATION  INSTITUTIONS,  ON  THE 
EFFECTIVE  DATE  OF  THIS  ACT  SHALL  BE  TERMINATED  OR  CLOSED  WITHOUT  WRITT- 
EN APPROVAL  OF  THE  COMMISSION  AND  SUCH  APPROVAL  SHALL  NOT  BE  UNREASON- 
ABLY withheld/'   In  AN  ATTEMPT  TO  REVERSE  THIS  DISTURBING  TREND,  THE 
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nfb  of  sc  invited  the  state  director  of  the  tech  college  system  in 
South  Carolina,  Mr.  William  Dudley,  to  speak  to  this  convention  in 
1978.  Unfortunately,  from  the  standpoint  of  the  blind,  the  desired 
results  from  Mr.  Dudley's  appearance  have  not  been  achieved.  This 
isn't  to  say,  however,  that  Mr.  Dudley  is  not  interested  in  this  prob- 
lem BUT  IT  IS  HIGHLY  POSSIBLE  THAT  COUNTY  BOARDS  HAVE  FAR  MORE  INFLU- 
ENCE ON  THE  OPERATION  OF  REGIONAL  TECH  COLLEGES  THAN  DOES  THE  STATE 
DIRECTOR.   THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLUTION  WAS  ADOPTED  BY  THE  1378  CONVENTION 
DEALING  WITH  THE  TECH  MATTER! 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  policy  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  to  encourage 
and  enable  the  blind  and  the  visually  handicapped  to  partili 
pate  fully  in  the  social  and  economic  life  of  the  state  and 
to  engage  in  remunerative  employment  as  expressed  in  the 
State's  "White  Cane  Law"j  and 

WHEREAS,  Section  6  of  the  '"White  Cane  Law"  reads  as  follows:  It  is 

THE  POLICY  OF  THIS  STATE  THAT  THE  BLIND,  THE  VISUALLY  HANDI- 
CAPPED AND  OTHERWISE  PHYSICALLY  DISABLED  SHALL  BE  EMPLOYED 
IN  THE  STATE  SERVICE,  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE  POLITICAL  SUBDIVIS- 
IONS of  the  State,  in  the  public  schools  and  in  all  other  em- 
ployment SUPPORTED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART  BY  PUBLIC  FUNDS  ON  THE 
SAME  TERMS  AND  CONDITIONS  AS  THE  ABLE-BODIED,  UNLESS  IT  IS 
SHOWN  THAT  THE  PARTICULAR  DISABILITY  PREVENTS  THE  PERFORMANCE 
OF  THE  WORK  INVOLVED;  AND 

WHEREAS,  State  Technical  Education  facilities  receive  public  funds  and 

THEREFORE  MUST  ABIDE  BY  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  WHITE  CANE  LAW 
WHICH  CHARGES  THEM  WITH  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  PROVIDING  QUAL- 
ITY VOCATIONAL  TRAINING  AND  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITIES  TO  THE 
BLIND  AS  WELL  AS  THE  SIGHTED,  NOW  THEREFORE, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Caro- 
lina IN  CONVENTION  ASSEMBLED  THIS  19TH  DAY  OF  AUGUST  1978 
IN  THE  CITY  OF  COLUMBIA,  SOUTH  CAROLINA  THAT  THIS  ORGANIZAT- 
ION STRONGLY  ENCOURAGES  THE  STATE  BOARD  FOR  TECHNICAL  AND 
COMPREHENSIVE  EDUCATION  AND  THE  TECHNICAL  EDUCATION  FACILI  \ 
TIES  THROUGHOUT  THE  STATE  TO  CLOSELY  EXAMINE  THEIR  HIRING 
PRACTICES  SPECIFICALLY  RELATING  TO  THE  BLIND  IN  ADDITION  TO 
AVAILABLE  AVENUES  LEADING  TO  EMPLOYMENT  OF  BLIND  PERSONS;'* 
INCLUDING,  BUT  NOT  LIMITED  TO  THE  BUSINESS  ENTERPRISE  PRO- 
GRAM; AND 


BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina  will  cooperate  in  all  valid  efforts  with 
the  state  board  for  technical  education  to  establish  im- 
proved communications  and  more  fruitful  exchanges  of  in- 
formation in  the  future,  and  that  the  pb  of  sc  will  con- 
tinue to  commit  itself  to  locating  employment  opportuni- 
ties for  blind  citizens  of  this  state  in  technical  educa- 
TION Centers  as  well  as  other  institutions  subject  to  the 

PROVISIONS  OF  THE  WHITE  CANE  LAW. 


The  situations  at  York  Tech,  Piedmont  Tech,  Sumter  Tech  and 
Spartanburg  Tech,  involve  one  thing,  money,  These  institutions 
claim  that  they  need  the  revenue  for  one  thing  or  another  and  un- 
doubtedly, they  do.  However,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  State's  Technical 
Education  System  receives  substantial  appropriations  by  our  legis- 
lature AND  ARE  TAX-SUPPORTED.  THERE  IS  A  STATE  STATUTE  WHICH  IS 
COMMONLY  REFERRED  TO  AS  THE  "FlODEL  WHITE  CANE  Law".  THIS  STATUTE 
INCLUDES  THE  FOLLOWING  PROVISION: 

SECTION  I.  It  is  the  policy  of  this  State  to  encourage  and  enable  the 
3lind,  the  visually  handicapped,  and  the  otherwise  physi- 
cally disabled  to  participate  fully  in  the  social  and 
economic  life  of  the  state  and  to  engage  in  remunerative 
employment. 

This  statutory  provision  really  means  something  or  it  does  not.  For 
many  years  the  state's  technical  education  system  through  its  regi- 
onal centers  were  providing  meaningful  employment  to  the  blind, 
if  it  truly  is  the  policy  of  this  state  for  the  blind  to  enjoy  and 
share  in  the  economic  growth  of  this  state,  surely  the  blind  have 
a  right  to  be  a  part  of  the  state' s  service  and  state  employment 
including  our  technical  colleges.  thousands  of  south  carolinians 
who  are  not  blind  are  greatly  benefitting  by  the  excellent  programs 
offered  by  our  technical  colleges,  gaining  skills  enabling  them  to 
work  and  enjoy  a  better  quality  of  life.  it  seems  strange  and  inequit- 
able that  blind  south  carolinians  are  losing  out  in  our  technical  col- 
leges based  on  the  argument  that  these  institutions  are  so  bad  off 
financially  that  they  must  have  the  revenue  generated  by  their 
^'ending  facilities  even  at  the  expense  of  blind  south  carolinians 
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WHO  STILL  HAVE  A  70^  RATE  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT,  h  REPRESENTS  A  SITUATION 
IN  STATE  GOVERNMENT  WHICH  IS  HIGHLY  REGRETTABLE  AS  IT  ADVERSELY  AF- 
FECTS A  SEGMENT  OF  THE  STATE 's  POPULATION  WHICH  MUST  BE  GIVEN  SOME 
PRIORITY  IF  THE  BLIND  TRULY  ARE  TO  SHARE  IN  THE  SOCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC 
LIFE  OF  THE  STATE.  THE  HFB  OF  SC  AND  THE  BLIND  OF  THE  STATE  ARE 
GREATLY  CONCERNED  AND  DISTURBED  AND  CALL  UPON  APPROPRIATE  STATE  OFFI- 
CIALS TO  STEP  IN  AND  WORK  OUT  AN  EQUITABLE  SOLUTION. 


«#« 


ROCKY  BOTTOM  "NEWS 

By  Mary  McHillan 
Since  my  husband  and  I  first  moved  to  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the 
Blind  in  October  to  live  in  the  Osterneck  Cottate,  we  have  bffn  r,n 
ting  acquainted  with  our  neighbors  in  the  rocky  bottom  community.  al 
first  we  were  a  little  apprehensive  about  moving  to  an  area  where  we 
didn't  know  anyone,  but  our  fears  soon  disappeared  when  we  found  that 
the  mountain  folks  are  very  friendly.  they  all  stress  an  interest  in 
the  progress  of  the  rocky  bottom  camp  of  the  blind  and  are  anxious  to 
help  in  every  way  that  they  can.  they  all  realize  how  important  the 
Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  will  be  to  the  blind  citizens  of  South 
Carolina  and  their  families  and  it  will  also  be  a  learning  experience 
for  the  people  of  this  community.  hi   have  already  received  a  few 
''learning  experiences"  of  our  own  since  living  in  rocky  bottom.  being 
basically  city  people  we  had  to  get  used  to  the  daily  routine  of 
living  in  the  mountains,  splitting  wood  to  keep  a  fire  going  is  a 
daily  occurrence  during  the  winter  months  along  with  being  awakened  . 
at  dawn  by  the  crowing  of  neighboring  roosters.  on  two  different  oc- 
casions i  have  helped  with  the  annual  hog  butchering  jokingly  known 
of  as  a  "pig  sticken."  this  was  my  first  experience  with  this  sort 
of  thing/  but  i  must  admit  it  isn't  as  bad  as  it  sounds.  the  whole 
process  of  butchering  takes  about  3  days  and  there  are  always  plenty 
of  helping  hands  to  make  the  work  lighter.  hog  3utchering  involves 
salt  or  sugar  curing  the  hams  and  shoulders,  making  bacon,  grinding 
sausage  and  "rendering*"  the  lard.  "rendering"  is  the  process  by 
which  lard  is  made  to  be  stored  in  cans  for  future  use  in  cooking 

AND  FRYING.  It  IS  ALSO  THE  WAY  CRACKLINGS  ARE  MADE  WHICH  ARE  DELI- 
CIOUS IN  CORNBREAD.  THEN  THERE  IS  ALWAYS  FRESH  PORK  LEFT  OVER  FOR 
FREEZING.  ONE  THING  THAT  IMPRESSED  US  ABOUT  THIS  COMMUNITY  IS  THAT 
WHEN  THERE  IS  WORK  TO  BE  DONE  ALL  OF  THE  NEIGHBORS  GET  TOGETHER 
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AND  HELP  ONE  ANOTHER.  THIS  SHARING  IS  WHAT  THE  WORLD  NEEDS  MORE  OF, 

Doug  and  I  have  attended  the  Rocky  Bottom  Baptist  Church  on  several 
occasions.  This  is  a  quaint,  mountain  church  with  a  small  congre- 
gation. The  mountain  folk  are  religious  people  who  are  very  devoted 
to  their  church,  not  only  as  a  house  of  worship,  but  as  a  big  part 
of  their  social  life.  They  participate  whole-heartedly  in  their  wor- 
ship SERVICE  AND  IT  IS  VERY  INSPIRING  TO  WORSHIP  WITH  THEM.  THE 
MOUNTAINS  ARE  A  PERFECT  PLACE  TO  FEEL  CLOSER  TO  OUR  GOD  BECAUSE 
OF  THE  BEAUTY  THAT  SURROUNDS  US.  In  THE  SPRING  THE  ROCKY  BOTTOM 

General  Store  will  once  more  open.  The  general  store  is  closed 

DURING  THE  WINTER  MONTHS  DUE  TO  THE  COLD.  It  IS  QUITE  A  NOSTALGIC 

trip  when  you  enter  the  store  because  of  the  old-fashioned  glass 
candy  counter,  the  hardwood  floors,  the  old-fashioned  soda  cooler, 
and  the  glass  cookie  jars.  the  store-keeper  is  a  native  of  rocky 
Bottom  who  opens  the  store  mostly  for  her  own  personal  pleasure. 
She  really  enjoys  talking  with  the  people  who  come  in  the  store 
to  buy  a  cold  drink  or  maybe  a  pack  of  crackers,  and  you  can  al- 
ways find  her  sitting  on  the  front  porch  waiting  for  her  next  custo- 
MER. She  also  sells  beautiful  quilts,  handmade  by  another  Rocky 
Bottom  neighbor.  He  get  very  excited  and  enthusiastic  about  our  new 
life  here  at  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind.  Our  new  friends  think 
we  are  silly  because  this  life  is  routine  to  them,  It  just  goes  to 
show  that  there  are  different  kinds  of  people  in  this  world  living 
different  kinds  of  lives,  but  all  of  us  are  what  makes  the  world  go 
around.  We  can  learn  from  one  another.  I  KNOW  that  there  are  new 
experiences  here  at  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  for  all  of 
us  and  i  am  looking  forward  to  sharing  these  experiences  with  you, 


#»* 
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The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  lost  two  of 
its  most  faithful  members  in  the  month  of  january.  on  january  6th 
John  W.  "Billy*'  Potter  passed  away  in  the  Baptist  Hospital  after  a 
brief  illness.  following  a  long  illness  ^ildred  griser  passed  away 
on  January  31st,  Both  Billy  and  Hildred  had  been  members  of  the  Co- 
lumbia Chapter  for  more  than  20  years.  They  had  served  the  organi- 
zation LOYALLY  IN  MANY  IMPORTANT  CAPACITIES.  BlLLY,  AS  HE  WAS  AF- 
FECTIONATELY CALLED,  SERVED  AS  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  COLUMBIA  CHAPTER  AND 
ALSO  WAS  A  FORMER  STATE  OFFICER  AND  BOARD  MEMBER.  MlLDRED  SERVED 
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with  distinction  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  federation  center  or 
the  Blind.  She  had  also  served  as  an  officer  of  the  Columbia  Chap- 
ter, During  the  earlier  days  of  the  then  Aurora  Center  of  the  Blind 
iiildred  Griser's  influence  was  a  stabilizing  force.  It  is  remembered 
that  filldred  lovingly  purchased  one  of  the  several  tables  for  the  ce- 
nter in  the  earlier  days.  she  was  always  generous.  likewise  dllly 
made  many  valuable  contributions  to  the  federation.  during  canvas 
nights  when  the  columbia  chapter  was  in  the  midst  of  its  annual  bar- 
BECUE supper,  Billy  could  be  counted  upon  to  participate.  Both  Billy 

AND  rilLDRED  WILL  BE  GREATLY  MISSED  AND  THE  1'FB  OF  SC  EXTENDS  SINCERE 

SYMPATHY  TO  THEIR  FAMILIES. 

•*« 

CHRISTMAS PROGRfflGSQMS 
A  Christmas  program  of  special  service  to  deserving  blind  families 
in  the  Columbia  area  launched  a  number  of  years  ago  continues  to  gr- 
ow. Nearly  fifty  blind  families  were  the  recipients  of  cash  gifts  ai;d 
food  3askets  made  possible  through  the  special  federation  center  pro- 
GRAM. Businesses,  churches,  and  individuals  support  this  annual  pro- 
ject. For  the  second  year,  the  Seven  Oaks  Lions  Club  of  Columbia  jo- 
ined with  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  in  providing  food  bas- 
kets. The  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  is  pleased  to  report  that 
many  Lions'  members  personally  participated  in  the  delivery  of  the 
food  baskets.  Cash  gifts  and  food  items  totalled  well  in  excess  of 
$1,000  and  were  welcome  gifts  for  the  nearly  fifty  blind  families. 

##* 

FROM  THE  STATE  -  FEBRUARY  2,  1930 
HANDICAPPED  SERVICES 

AN  ORGANIZATION  HAS  BEEN  FORMED  TO  PROTECT  THE  RIGHTS  AND  ADVOCATE 
ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  HANDICAPPED  CITIZENS  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA.  THE  BOARD 

of  Directors  of  the  S.C.  Protection  and  Advocacy  System  for  the  han- 
dicapped, Inc.,  has  been  formed  at  the  direction  of  Gov.  Dick  Riley, 
Eloise  Ruff  of  Rock  Hill  has  been  elected  to  chair  the  group,  and 
Louise  R.  Ravenel  heads  the  group  with  a  21-member  staff  in  four  of- 
fices around  the  state.  Services  are  provided  upon  request  to  any 
substantially  handicapped  individual  who  has  a  problem  without  regard 
to  income,  age,  type  of  disability,  residency,  sex,  race  or  religion 
For  information,  contact  the  Protection  and  Advocacy  System,  2360-A 
Two  Notch  Road,,  Columbia,  or  phone  25*1-1600 ;■ 
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HEARIMG  HELD  Q|  COUNCIL  FOR  HANDICAPPED 
The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  participated  in  a  recent  hearjns 
on  legislation  which  would  create  a  special  council  for  the  handicap- 
ped. Suzanne  Bridges,  Executive  Director  of  the  Federation  Center  of 
the  Blind,  represented  the  NFB  of  SC  at  this  hearing.  Hiss  Bridges 
presented  the  following  paper  in  support  of  the  position  of  the  NFB 
of  SC: 

Presentation  to  Members  of  the  Joint  Legislative  Committee  to  Study 
Problems  of  the  Handicapped. 

Public  hearing  for  the  establishment  of  a  Joint  Council  for  the  Deve- 
lopmentally  Disabled  and  Other  Handicapped  Individuals. 

Wednesday,  December  12,  1979 

My  name  is  Suzanne  Bridges.  I  am  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Feder- 
ation Center  of  the  Blind,  and  I  am  representing  the  National  Feder- 
ation of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina.  For  35  years  the  National  Fed- 
eration of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  has  worked  to  improve  the  over- 
all quality  of  life  for  blind  South  Carolinians.  Over  the  years  we 
have  promoted  legislation,  programs,  and  activities  which  have  re- 
sulted in  substantial  progress  in  the  social^  spiritual  and  economic 

WELL-BEING  OF  BLIND  PERSONS,  We  WERE  REPRESENTED  AT  THE  WHITE  HOUSE 

Conference  on  Handicapped  Individuals;  and  through  our  national  offi- 
ce in  Washington,  D.C.,  we  maintain  a  direct  channel  of  communication 
of  our  needs  as  blind  persons  with  national  leaders  and  agencies.  We 
have  had,  through  the  White  House  Conference,  a  national  forum  for 
sharing  our  beliefs  and  views  about  necessary  action  on  behalf  of  the 
handicapped;  and  we  have  succeeded  as  handicapped  persons  IN  GAU'iNG 
the  attention  of  legislators  as  evidenced  by  the  passage  of  the  50^ 
amendments,  PL  S^-im  and  PL  95-602.  We  need  now  to  establish  a  com- 
prehensive forum  in  South  Carolina  in  which  all  handicapped  indivi- 
duals CAN  EXPRESS  OR  HAVE  EXPRESSED  THEIR  NEEDS.  We  NEED  A  COUNCIL  IN 
WHICH  THE  EXCHANGE  OF  IDEAS  AND  KNOWLEDGE  AMONG  HANDICAPPED  INDIVI- 
DUALS, LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEES  AND  AGENCIES  SERVING  THE  HANDICAPPED 
CAN  TAKE  PLACE.  We  NEED  AN  ADVOCACY  GROUP  OF  COUNCIL  MEMBERS  WHO  WILL 
ACT  NOT  ONLY  IN  RESPONSE  TO  EXISTING  LEGISLATION  BUT  WHO  WILL  ALSO 
EXPLORE  FUTURE  NEEDS.  AND  MOST  OF  ALL  WE  NEED  A  COUNCIL  IN  WHICH  WE 
AS  CONSUMERS  CAN  PLAY  A  MAJOR  PART  IN  THE  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  LEGIS- 
LATION WHICH  DIRECTLY  AFFECTS  OUR  LIVES.  WHILE  THE  NATIONAL  FeDERA- 
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TION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  RECOGNIZES  THAT  THE  NEEDS  OF  DIF- 
FERENT HANDICAPPED  GROUPS  ARE  UNIQUE  AND  SPECIFIC  TO  THEIR  PARTICULAR 
HANDICAP,  WE  ALSO  RECOGNIZE  THAT  COMMON  LEGISLATION  AND  CONCERNS  DO 
EXIST  WHICH  AFFECT  US  AS  A  WHOLE.  We,  THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  THE 

Blind  of  South  Carolina,  support  the  creation  of  the  Joint  Council  ^or 
the  developmentally  disabled  and  other  handicapped  individuals  with 
the  understanding  that  consumer  involvement  will  indeed  surpass  the 
token  representation  too  often  applied  by  councils  and  committees 
established  to  help  the  handicapped.  furthermore,  as  the  largest  con- 
sumer organization  of  the  blind  in  south  carolina,  we  urge  our  state 
agency,  the  south  carolina  commission  for  the  blind,  and  other  orga- 
nizations in  work  with  the  blind,  to  express  their  support  of  the 
establishment  of  this  council  also. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Suzanne  Bridges 

Executive  Director 
*** 

BLIMP'S  "RIGHT  TO  PRACTICF  PHYS TfTTHFRftPY  THREATENED 
If  the  South  Carolina  State  Board  of  Examination  and  Registration  of 
Physiotherapists  makes  good  on  a  position  apparently  adopted  several 
months  ago,  the  blind  of  south  carolina  would  be  barred  from  prac- 
ticing physiotherapy.  the  physiotherapy  board  has  talked  of  spon- 
soring legislation  which  would  require  sight  as  a  prerequisite  for 
being  licensed  or  registered  as  a  physiotherapist.  this  would  of  co- 
urse have  the  effect  of  excluding  blind  persons  from  the  profession, 
The  NFB  of  SC  has  advised  the  Attorney  General's  office  as  well  as 
the  Physiotherapy  Board  of  its  opposition  to  such  legislation.  The 
following  letter  was  sent  to  the  attorney  general  by  the  nfb  of  sc  s 

General  Dan  McLeod 

Office  of  Attorney  General 

P.O.  Box  11549 

Columbia,  South  Carolina  29211 

Dear  General  McLeod: 

It  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  that  Ms.  Salley  Young  of  your 
office  may  have  been  requested  by  the  S.C.  Physical  Therapist  Board 
to  draft  legislation  which  would  exclude  a  blind  person  from  becoming 
a  registered  physical  therapist  in  South  Carolina.  He  are  extremely 


w 


(16) 

concerned  over  this  situation,  considering  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
702  rate  of  unemployment  among  the  employable  blind  in  south  carolina 
we  all  need  to  be  concerned  over  opening  more  employment  opportuni- 
ties for  the  blind  rather  than  seeking  through  legislation  or  other- 
wise means  for  closing  doors  of  employment  opportunities  for  the 
blind.  for  your  information.,  there  are  a  number  of  practicing  regis- 
tered blind  physical  therapists.  additionally,  such  proposed  legis- 
lation, in  our  judgement,  would  be  discriminatory  on  its  surface. 
Such  legislation  may  also  constitute  a  denial  of  full  constitutional 
rights  to  blind  citizens.  under  any  circumstances,  the  national  fed- 
ERATION of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  respectfully  requests  your 
good  office  and  the  s.c.  physical  therapist  board  to  withdraw  plans 
for  such  legislation  which  of  course,  if  enacted  into  law,  would  be 
a  serious  detriment  to  the  progress  and  well-being  of  the  blind. 
While  we  certainly  hope  that  it  will  not  be  necessary,  if  such  legis- 
lation IS  INTRODUCED,  WE  BELIEVE  WE  SHOULD  ADVISE  YOUR  GOOD  OFFICE 

and  all  others  concerned  that  the  national  federation  of  the  blind  of 
South  Carolina,  in  carrying  out  its  committment  to  the  blind,  will 

VIGORIOUSLY  OPPOSE  SUCH  LEGISLATION.  It  GOES  WITHOUT  SAYING  THAT  WE 
ARE  DISTURBED  OVER  THIS  DEVELOPMENT  AND  WE  WILL  ASK  THAT  YOU  PLEASE 
GET  IN  TOUCH  WITH  US  REGARDING  THIS  MATTER  AT  YOUR  EARLIEST  OPPORTU- 
NITY, With  kindest  personal  regards  and  best  wishes,  I  am 

Very  sincerely, 
Donald  C.  Capps 
President 

It  would  appear  that  some  progress  has  been  made  in  this  area.  Feder- 
ation Officials  have  been  notified  that  prior  to  the  introduction  of 
any  legislation  conferences  including  Federation  Representatives 
would  be  held,  A  number  of  blind  persons  throughout  the  nation  are 
registered  physiotherapists.  Oram  Rochester,  a  native  South  Caroli- 
nian, who  graduated  from  the  South  Carolina  School  for  the  Blind  is 
a  registered  physiotherapist  having  practiced  physiotherapy  for  morr 
than  twenty  years  in  jacksonville, 

### 

HEARING  ON  JURY  BILL- ANTICIPATED 
Officials  of  the  NFB  of  SC  have  been  assurred  that  there  will  soon  *e 
a  public  hearing  on  S*455  by  the  House  Judiciary  Committee.  The  posi 
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TION  OF  THE  NFB  OF  SC  IS  WELL  KNOWN  AND  IS  SUCCINCTLY  COVERED  IH   THE 
FOLLOWING  LETTER  TO  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE: 

The  Honorable  Michael  R,  Daniel 

Box  249 

Gaffney,  South  Carolina  29340 

Dear  Mr.  Daniel: 

First  let  me  extend  sincere,  warm  wishes  for  a  happy,  healthy  and 
prosperous  New  Year.  Mhen  the  General  Assembly  convenes  nest  week  you 

WILL  BE  FACED  WITH  MAKING  DECISIONS  ON  MANY  BILLS.  We  APPRECIATE  YOUR 

position  and  we  also  appreciate  your  support  of  legislation  affecting 
the  blind  in  the  past.  as  a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee  you 
will  be  taking  a  position  on  s-455-  attached.  $-455  in  its  present 
form  is  not  satisfactory  to  the  blind.  the  sole  purpose  in  having  le- 
gislation introduced  concerning  jury  service  was  to  correct  the  in- 
equities of  the  existing  statute  in  which  the  trial  judge  can  dis- 
qualify prospective  blind  jurors  simply  on  the  basis  of  blindness. 
$-455,  as  passed  by  the  senate,  contains  far  more  inequities  and  har- 
mful provisions  than  those  contained  in  the  existing  statute,  $-455 
requires  that  a  legally  blind  person  must  identify  himself  as  "blind*' 
to  the  court.  s-455  requires  that  the  court  consult  with  attorneys 
for  all  parties  to  the  proceeding  to  determine  whether  a  blind  person 
can  render  efficient  jury  service.  $-455  provides  for  automatic  ex- 
emption from  jury  service  if  a  person  is  legally  blind.  blind  south 
Carolinians  want  equal  treatment  in  jury  selection.  We  do  not  want  to 
be  automatically  exempted  nor  do  we  believe  we  should  be  made  to  id- 
entify ourselves  as  blind  -  others  with  a  physical  characteristic  or 
impairment  are  not  required  to  do  so.  blindness  is  a  characteristic  - 

LOSS  OF  SIGHT  -  NOT  LOSS  OF  JUDGEMENT  AND  REASON.  We  WANT  TO  BE  CHO- 
sen or  stricken  from  jury  service  on  the  same  basis  as  anyone  else, 
as  it  stands  now,  there  is  no  uniformity  of  the  law  -  some  blind  per- 
sons are  serving  as  jurors  and  others  are  being  summarily  dismissed, 
Jury  service  goes  hand  in  hand  with  a  blind  person's  right...  to  vote 
...to  work... and  to  pay  taxes s  the  three  provisions  in  s-455  cited 
above  must  be  amended  out  to  protect  our  basic  rights  of  citizenship 
and  to  ensure  equitable  treatment  of  the  blind.  the  issue  is  not  one 
of  ability  or  qualifications  -  there  are  many  active  blind  attorneys 

AND  JUDGES  -  THE  ISSUE  IS  WHETHER  OUR  RIGHTS  WILL  BE  ABRIDGED  BECAUSE 
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of  misconceptions,  misinformed  thinktng  or  willingness  to  ignore  our 
basic  right  to  share  first-class  citizenship  with  sighted  people,  life 
have  underlined  those  provisions  in  the  bill  which  we  want  amended 
out.  the  blind  of  the  state  will  appreciate  your  support  of  this  leg- 
islation with  proposed  amendments  as  none  of  us  wants  our  rights  as 
citizens  abridged.  thank  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Donald  C.  Capps 
President 

SBIIMARS  HELD 
two  seminars  were  held  in  january  at  the  federation  center  of  the 
Blind.  On  January  5th  some  150  Federationists  representing  twenty 
chapters  and  divisions  throughout  south  carolina  attended  the  an- 
NUAL STATE-WIDE  LEADERSHIP  SEMINAR.  On  JANUARY  26TH  THERE  WAS  A  SPE- 
CIAL SEMINAR  FOR  PRESIDENTS  AND  VICE-PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  TWENTY  ORGA- 
NIZATIONS COMPRISING  THE  !;3FB  OF  SC.  Mr  .  DlCK  FERNALD,  RENOWNED  IN 
THE  AREAS  OF  PERSONAL  MOTIVATION  AND  DEVELOPMENT,  MADE  A  VALUABLE 
CONTRIBUTION  TO  THE  MORNING  SESSION  OF  THE  STATE-WIDE  SEMINAR.  In 
HIS  CHALLENGING  PRESENTATION,  Hr .  FERNALD  ASKED  HIS  ENTHUSIASTIC 

audience  to  adopt  specific  goals  for  1380. substantial  membership 
increases  emerged  as  the  primary  goal  of  the  delegates.  the  after- 
noon session  featured  a  new  sound/slide  documentary  on  rocky  bottom 
Camp  of  the  Blind  and  Conference  Center.  Other  state-wide  business 
was  discussed  including  the  Minneapolis  fund  chaired  by  C.  A.  Gatljn. 
A  mock  recruiting  effort  was  participated  in  by  Suzanne  Bridges,  B03 
Bell  and  Donald  Capps.  Special  materials  being  offered  by  the  Nat- 
ional Organization  were  presented.  These  include:  The  Blind  and  Phys- 
ically. Handicapree i  in  Competitive  Employment:  A  Guide  to  CdMPLUNcr-  - 
S2.25j  Blindness  and  Disorders  of  the  Eye,  By  Leo  J.  Plummer,  O., 
Ophthalmologist  -  $2,09j  Handbook  for  Blind  College  Students  -  $2.25.? 
A  Resource  Guide  for  Parents  and  Educators  of  Blind  Children,  by  Dcxn 
M,  Willoughby,  copyright,  1979  -  $4..95j  Section  504  and  Blind  Employ- 
ees -  A  Guide  to  Reasonable  Accommodation  and  an  Illustrative  List  ;;.f 
Job  Opportunities,  By  Ramona  Halhof,  copyright,  1979  -  $5.95,;  I^hy  :. ac- 
tion 504:  Discrimination  Against  the  Blind  in  Empioymfnt.  A  case  re- 
view, published  by  National  Federation  of  the  Blind,  copyright  1979  - 
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$^,95j  and  Your  School  Includes  a  Blind  Student,  by  Doris  Willoughby 
-  $2.25,  The  Associates  and  PAC  Programs  of  the  NRB  were  also  dis- 
cussed WITH  MEMBERS  URGED  TO  PARTICIPATE.  $ANY  OBSERVED  THAT  THE  1339 
STATE-WIDE  SEMINAR  WAS  THE  BIGGEST  AND  BEST.  THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  SEMI- 
NAR on  January  26th  was  to  assist  both  new  and  old  presidents  and 

VICE-PRESIDENTS  OF  CHAPTERS  AND  DIVISIONS.  THERE  WERE  MANY  NEW  PRESI- 
DENTS AND  VICE-PRESIDENTS,  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  slFB  OF  SC  AND  GU- 
IDELINES FOR  OPERATING  A  CHAPTER  WERE  THROUGHLY  REVIEWED  AND  DISCUS- 
SED. Reservations  for  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  by  the  different 

CHAPTERS  AND  DIVISIONS  WERE  ALSO  SCHEDULED.  INCLUDED  IN  THE  DISCUS- 
SION WAS  THE  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  THE  STATE  O^GANI7ATION  AND  ITS  niA 

PTERS  AND  DIVISIONS. 

*** 

EMPLOYiOT  OPPORTUNITIES  -  BY  ^ILLIAFI  TUCK 
(rlR.  Tuck  is  a  member  of  the  Greenville  Chapter) 
First  I  wish  to  thank  the  f'FB  for  allowing  me  to  share  my  business 
opportunity  with  you  lately;  First  at  the  Blind  Vendor's  Associ- 
ation MEETING  IN  DECEMBER,  AND  ALSO  AT  THE  LEADERSHIP  SEMINAR  ON 

January  5.  Last  fall  I  became  associated  with  an  organization  cal- 
led Pro-Vita,  Its  main  line  of  products  include  dehydrated  foods^ 
vitamins,  herbs  and  weight-reducing  kits.  Recently  the  company  ad- 
ded AN  EXERCISING  MACHINE  CALLED  THE  PRO  JOGGER.  THIS  SPRING  I 
PLAN  TO  DONATE  A  PRO  JOGGER  TO  THE  ROCKY  BOTTOM  CAMP.  FOR  THOSE  UN- 
ABLE TO  ATTEND  EITHER  OF  THESE  MEETINGS  5  EXPLAINED  THAT  PRO-VlTA 
PROVIDES  AN  EXCELLENT  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  BLIND  PEOPLE  TO  EARN  MONEY. 

To  become  a  Pro-Vita  distributor  one  must  only  pay  a  S3. 00  member- 
ship fee.  For  the  next  few  months  I  have  promised  to  match  the 

$3.00  FEE  BY  DONATING  $3.00  TO  THE  MINNEAPOLIS  FUND  FOR  ANY  NFB 
MEMBER  WHO  WISHES  TO  JOIN  THE  PRO-VlTA  TEAM.  I  WILL  ALSO  HELP  PRO- 
VIDE ADDITIONAL  KNOWLEDGE  AND  TRAINING  NECESSARY  FOR  ALL  INTERESTED 
MEMBERS  WHO  SIGN  UP.  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT  BlLL  TUCK, 

610  Sumter  St.,  Greenville,  SC  29611,  Phone  (303)  246-7611. 
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1980  HAS  CERTAINLY  GOTTEN  OFF  TO  A  TORRID  PACE  IN  THE  MpB  OF  SC. 
FlANY  IMPORTANT  MEETINGS  AS  REPORTED  ON  ELSEWHERE  IN  THIS  PUBLICATION 
WERE  HELD  IN  JANUARY,  OTHERS  ARE  PENDING  AS  THERE  SEEMS  TO  BE  NO  LET 
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MP   Since  me  I  AST  ISSUE  OF  THE  PALMETTO  BLIND  THREE  MONTHS  AGO  IN 

November  1979,  there  has  been  a  host  of  important  developments  on  all 
fronts.  Host  are  positive  but  not  all.  On  the  positive  side,  it  was 
our  pleasure  to  visit  many  chapters  during  the  Christmas  season.  Th- 
ere were  large  crowds  and  the  spirit  was  good,  There  are  now  many  hew 
faces  in  Federation  service  throughout  the  state,  At  mo  time  in  thf 
past  have  more  blind  South  Carolinians  been  involved  in  their  com- 
mon good.  An  outstanding  state-wide  membership  is  the  most  effective 
thing  the  NFB  of  SC  has  going  for  it.  In  recent  months  the  enlistm- 
ent of  many  prominent  South  Carolinians  in  the  Rocky  Bottom  Campaign 
is  highly  significant.  This  particular  program  has  served  to  focus 
considerable  attention  on  the  overall  needs  of  the  blind  including 
recreational  and  adjustment  service  Rocky  Bottom  will  offer  among  ot- 
her things.  However  the  Rocky  Bottom  Project  is  a  big  program  and 
must  have  the  involvement  of  alot  of  people  if  it  is  to  be  entirely 
successful.  If  you're  not  already  fully  involved  and  committed  the 
time  is  right  for  you  to  join  hands  with  the  rest  of  us  who  are  to- 
tally committed,  He  are  proud  of  the  successful  seminars  held  in  Jam- 
uary.  Meetings  of  this  type  are  helpful  to  all  concerned  and  provide 
the  proper  impetus  for  the  growth  and  well-being  of  the  entire  orga- 
nization. On  the  negative  side^  there  is  the  situation  at  Spartanburg 
Tech  and  the  potential  difficulty  with  the  state's  Physiotherapy 
Board.  These  are  situations  which  go  to  the  very  heart  of  blind  peo- 
ple's PROBLEMS  -  THE  RIGHT  TO  WORK.  It's  ONE  THING  FOR  BLIND  PERSON? 

breaking  through  public  attitudes  in  seeking  equal  employment  op- 
portunities but  it  is  entirely  another  thing  for  legal  entities  such 
as  the  State's  Technical  Educational  System  and  the  State's  Physio- 
therapy Board  to  have  policies  or  support  legislation  which  would 
effectively  bar  blind  persons  from  this  type  of  job  opportunity, 
There  is  still  no  legislative  resolution  of  the  blind's  legal  right 
to  be  treated  like  prospective  sighted  jurors.  to  put  it  another  way 
there  is  still  a  citizenship  gap  between  the  sighted  and  the  blind. 
This  citizenship  gap  must  be  appropriately  bridged  if  blind  persons 
are  truly  to  enjoy  the  same  constitutional  rights  guaranteed  all 
Americans,  To  assure  credibility  and  equality,  the  NFB  of  SC  must 

CONTINUE  TO  TAKE  THE  LEAD  IN  REACHING  A  FAIR  AND  REASONABLE  SOLUTION 
TO  THESE  DIFFICULTIES.  THERE  WOULD  APPEAR  TO  BE  PLENTY  OF  WORK  IN 
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THE  NEW  YEAR  AND  THE  1930 ' S  FOR  THOSE  OF  US  INTERESTED  IN  TSJ,E  IM- 
PROVEMENT OF  THE  QUALITY  OF  LIFE  FOR  ALL  THE  BLIND. 

•*« 

FINAL  THOUGHT 
.*  "  Mil  QUIT 

When  things  go  wrong  as  they  sometimes  will, 
When  the  road  you're  trudging  seems  all  up  hill, 
When  the  funds  are  low  and  the  debts  are  high 
And  you  want  to  smile  but  you  have  to  sigh, 
When  care  is  pressing  you  down  a  bit, 
Rest,  if  you  must,  but  don't  you  quit, 

Life  is  strange  with  its  twists  and  turns, 

As  everyone  of  us  sometimes  learns, 

And  many  a  failure  comes  about 

When  he  might  have  won  had  he  stuck  it  out: 

Don't  give  up  though  the  pace  seems  slow— 

you  may  succeed  with  another  blow. 

For  success  is  failure,  turned  inside  out— 
The  silver  tint  of  the  clouds  of  doubt, 
And  you  never  can  tell  how  close  you  are, 
It  may  be  near  when  it  seems  so  far: 
so  stick  to  the  fight  when  you're  hardest  hit— 
it's  when  things  seem  worst  that  you  must  not  quit. 

(Anonymous) 
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The  Voice  of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 


Three  hundred  attend  NFB  of  SC  state  convention  banquet  in  Columbia. 


August  1980 


_ 


THE 
PALMETTO  BLIND 
THE  VOICE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA 
(FORMERLY  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AURORA  CLUB  OF  THE  BLIND,'  INC.) 

EDITOR:  DONALD  C.  CAPPS 
PUBLISHED  QUARTERLY 
THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  FORMERLY 
KNOWN  AS  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AURORA  CLUB  OF  THE  BLIND,  INC,  IS  CHAR- 
TERED UNDER  THE  LAWS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  TO  PROMOTE  THE 
SOCIAL,  SPIRITUAL  AND  ECONOMIC  WELL-BEING  OF  ALL  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH 
CAROLINA. 

THE  PALMETTO  BLIND  IS  PROVIDED  FREE  OF  CHARGE  BY  THE  NATIONAL 
FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  TO  ITS  MEMBERS  AND  OTHER 
INTERESTED  PERSONS  AND  IS  AVAILABLE  IN  PRINT,  OPEN  REEL  AND  AUDIO 
CASSETTE  EDITIONS,  THE  AUDIO  EDITION  IS  A  SERVICE  OF  THE  FEDERATION 
CENTER  OF  THE  BLIND. 

READERS  WHO  RECEIVE  THE  OPEN  REEL  AND  AUDIO  CASSETTE  EDITIONS 
ARE  REQUESTED  TO  HANDLE  THE  TAPES  WITH  CARE  AND  TO  RETURN  THEM  PROMPT- 
LY FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  OTHER  USERS.  IF  YOU  SHOULD  RECEIVE  A  BAD  TAPE, 
PLEASE  LET  THE  CENTER  KNOW  BY  DROPPING  US  A.  NOTE  ENCLOSED  WITH  THE 
BAD  CASSETTE  SO  THAT  APPROPRIATE  ACTION  MAY  BE  TAKEN  TO  REMOVE  THAT 
CASSETTE  FROM  OUR  LIBRARY. 

IF  YOU  OR  A  FRIEND  WISH  TO  REMEMBER  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AURORA 
CLUB  OF  THE  BLIND,  INC,  ALSO  KNOWN  AS  THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  THE 
BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA','  IN  YOUR  WILL  YOU  CAN  DO  SO  BY  EMPLOYING  THE 
FOLLOWING  LANGUAGE: 

"I  GIVE,  DEVISE  AND  BEQUEATH  UNTO  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA 
AURORA  CLUB  OF  THE  BLIND,  INC,  ALSO  KNOWN  AS  THE  NATIONAL 
FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA';  P,  0.  BOX  4174, 
COLUMBIA;  S.C.  THE  SUM  OF  $     (OR     PERCENT  OF  MY 
NET  ESTATE",  OR  "THE  FOLLOWING  STOCKS  AND  BONDS:      ") 
TO  BE  USED  FOR  ITS  WORTHY  PURPOSES  ON  BEHALF  OF  BLIND  PER- 
SONS AND  TO  BE  HELD  AND  ADMINISTERED  BY  DIRECTION  OF  ITS 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS." 
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On  Saturday  morning  University  of  South  Carolina  officials  formally 
welcomed  the  delegates,  donald  capps,  president  of  the  nfb  of  sc  re- 
ported to  the  convention,  president  capps  reminded  the  delegates  that, 
with  the  inception  of  1980'>  the  organization  had  entered  into  the  fifth 
decade  of  service.  a  large  audience  included  members  who  had  joined 

THE  ORGANIZATION  IN  THE  1940 's,  1950's,  1960's"  1970's  AND  NEW  MEMBERS 

who  had  joined  the  federation  in  1980,  president  capps  reported  on 
such  areas  as  national  convention  attendance,  litigation,  fundraising 
by  the  American  Council  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina,  the  jury  bill, 
Rocky  Bottom,  as  well  as  other  subjects,  Mrs.  Phyllis  Petty  represented 
the  S.  C.  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind.  There  were  two  important 
panels  on  employment  opportunities  and  technology  for  the  blind.  In 
the  area  of  technology,  the  convention  was  pleased  to  have  representa- 
tives from  kurzweil,  tsi,  maryland  computer  services  and  apollo  -  an 
impressive  array  of  technology  at  a  state  convention  of  the  blind*.' 
One  of  the  highlights  of  the  convention  was  the  Saturday  noon  luncheon'.' 
The  luncheon  speaker  was  Mr,  Len  Hathaway,  one  of  Columbia's  leading 

RADIO  PERSONALITIES,'  BEING  THE  MORNING  MAN  FOR  WIS  RADIO,   Mr .  HATHA- 
WAY  WAS  NOT  ONLY  ENTERTAINING  AS  HE  SPOKE  TO  MORE  THAN  250  PERSONS 
ATTENDING  THE  LUNCHEON  BUT  ALSO  DEMONSTRATED  GREAT  INSIGHT  INTO  THE 
PROBLEMS  OF  THE  BLIND,   BOTH  Mr,  HATHAWAY  AND  WIS  RADIO  ARE  VERY  MUCH 
COMMITTED  TO  THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  ROCKY  BOTTOM  CAMP  OF  THE  BLIND  CAMPAIGN 

in  the  Richland/Lexington  county  area,  Traditionally  NFB  of  SC  conven- 
tions ARE  BUSY  BEING  DESIGNED  TO  PROVIDE  THE  DELEGATES  WITH  AS  MUCH 

information  as  possible.  this  year  was  no  exception,  there  were 
meetings  galore  and  there  was  very  little  time  between  meetings,  the 
Saturday  luncheon  was  followed  by  a  Saturday  afternoon  program  which 
featured  reports  by  chapters  and  divisions  as  well  as  an  appearance 
by  Mr,  Steve  Prine,  State  Librarian  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handi- 
capped, The  convention  also  heard  from  Earl  and  LeVett  Jeffcoat  of  the 
S,  C,  Association  for  Blind  and  Visually  Handicapped  Children,  Both  are 
Federationists  with  Mrs,  Jeffcoat  serving  as  secretary  of  the  Association 
Another  Federationist,  David  Stewart,  spoke  to  the  convention  concerning 
the  S,  C,  Association  for  Blind  Athletes,  David  is  a  gold  medal  recipi- 
ent. Following  the  Saturday  afternoon  session  the  delegates  did  take 
time  out  for  an  Ice  Cream  Social  at  the  Historic  Horseshoe  area  of  the 
campus  which  also  featured  a  cakewalk,  the  saturday  evening  banquet  is 
always  the  real  highlight  of  the  convention, 
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This  is  true  again  this  year,  There  were  a  number  of  deserving  awards 
and  scholarships  presented  during  the  banquet,  al_so,  president  capps 
presented  a  charter  to  Mrs,  Gloria  Bowers','  President  of  the  Low  Country 
Chapter  of  the  NFB  of  SC,'  representing  the  19th  chapter  of  the  state 
organization  being  organized  in  April,  Jerry  Whittle  was  the  recipient 
of  the  "Andy  Anderson"  scholarship  presented  by  Mrs,  Earlene  Gardner 
on  behalf  of  the  alken  chapter,  jerry  promptly  announced  to  the  large 
banquet  audience  that  he  was  contributing  the  $250.00  scholarship  to 
the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  in  appreciation  of  what  the  organi- 
zation HAD  DONE  FOR  HIM  OVER  THE  YEARS,   DORIS  BELL,  ASSOCIATE  MEMBER 

of  the  Laurens  County  Chapter,  was  recognized  by  the  State  President 
for  exceptional  service  to  the  nfb  of  sc  being  presented  with  the  first 
President's  sitation,  This  high  level  of  recognition  will  be  granted 
only  by  the  state  president  when  distinguished  accomplishment  merits 
such  recognition,  therefore  the  president's  sitation  is  not  necessarily 
an  annual  presentation,  james  slms,  president  of  the  columbia  chapter 
and  member  of  the  federation  for  more  than  30  years  was  the  recipient 

OF  THE  ANNUAL  "DONALD  C,  CAPPS  AWARD,"   In  MAKING  THE  PRESENTATION  STATE 

Treasurer  Marshall  Tucker  told  the  large  gathering  that  James  had  been 
faithful  to  the  organization  for  more  than  three  decades  having  served 
loyally  in  the  face  of  intimidation  when  an  employee  of  the  broom  shop 

MORE  THAN  A  DECADE  AGO,   In  RECOGNITION  OF  OUTSTANDING  SERVICE,  C,  A. 

Gatlin  of  Charleston  was  the  recipient  of  the  annual  "Associate  Member 
Award,"  Mrs,  Sheila  Compton,  President  of  the  Florence  Chapter,7  re- 
ceived the  "Dr,  Samuel  Lawton  Memorial  Scholarship  Award"  of  $300,00, 
The  1980  recipient  of  the  "Ellen  Beach  Mack  Home  Award"  was  Mr.  Willie 
Boyd  of  Grey  Court.  This  year  the  award  was  in  the  amount  of  $776,27, 
President  Capps  presented  the  organization's  "Distinguished  Service 
Award"  to  Mr,  M,  L.  Outz  of  Laurens,  Mr,  Outz  was  singled  out  for  ded- 
icated SERVICE  TO  THE  NFB  OF  SC  AS  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  LAURENS  COUNTY  CAM- 
PAIGN for  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  being  responsible  for  contribu- 
tions TOTALLING  APPROXIMATELY  $5,000.00,   THE  BANQUET  SPEAKER  WAS  REP, 

Paul  Cantrell  of  Charleston,  Mr,  Cantrell  made  an  excellant  presentation 
concerning  the  federation's  sponsored  legislation  providing  for  equal 
treatment  in  jury  service  by  the  blind,  rep,  cantrell  demonstrated  a 
full  understanding  of  the  situation  and  pledged  his  support  in  1981  to 

HELP  GET  THE  LEGISLATION  ENACTED  INTO  LAW,   FOLLOWING  Mr,"  CANTRELL's 
FINE  ADDRESS  BOTH  SENATOR  HYMAN  RUBIN  AND  REP,  JOYCE  HEARN  SPOKE  BRIEFLY 
TO  THE  LARGE  GROUP  PLEDGING  THEIR  CONTINUING  SUPPORT  OF  THIS  LEGISLATION. 


-6- 

WHEREAS,  THE  BLIND  PARTICIPATE  NORMALLY  IN  FAMILY  LIFE,  JOBS-,  SCHOOLS, 
CIVIC  ACTIVITIES,  CHURCHES,  GOVERNMENT,  RECREATION,  ETC,  UTILIZING 
ALTERNATIVE  TECHNIQUES  AND  TECHNOLOGY  TO  "SEE"  WHAT  THE  SIGHTED  PUBLIC 
SEES  AND  ARE  EFFECTIVELY  UTILIZING  THOSE  SAME  TECHNIQUES  IN  THE  COURT 
ROOM  TO  EXAMINE  DEMONSTRATIVE  EVIDENCE  IN  A  JUST  AND  FAIR  MANNER;  AND 

WHEREAS,  PERCEPTION  IS  NOT  LIMITED  TO  THE  VISUAL  ACT  OF  SEEING  NOR  IS 
JUDGEMENT  UNIQUE  TO  PERSONS  WHO  SEE, 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  be  it  resolved  by  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
of  South  Carolina  in  convention  assembled  this  2nd  day  of  August','  1980 
in  the  city  of  columbia,  south  carolina  that  we  the  blind  reaffirm  our 
first  class  citizenship  and  all  that  it  stands  for  and  be  it  further 
resolved  that  we  as  blind  citizens  will  redouble  our  efforts  to  secure 
legislative  changes  which  will  guarantee  equitable  treatment  of  the 
blind  in  jury  selection  and  service, 

80-2 

WHEREAS,  BLIND  PERSONS  ARE  ENGAGED  IN  HUNDREDS  OF  CAREERS  INCLUDING 
MANY  WHICH  ARE  BELIEVED  TO  BE  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  PERFORM  WITHOUT  SIGHT  BY 
WELL  MEANING  BUT  MISINFORMED  SIGHTED  PERSONS;  AND 

WHEREAS,  EVERY  AVAILABLE  AVENUE  OF  EMPLOYMENT  SHOULD  BE  OPENED  INSTEAD 
OF  CLOSED  TO  BLIND  PERSONS  IN  AREAS  WHERE  COMPETENCE  AND  ABILITY  HAVE 
BEEN  CLEARLY  AND  UNMISTAKEABLY  DEMONSTRATED  BY  SUCCESSFULL  EMPLOYED 
BLIND  PERSONS;  AND 

WHEREAS,  BLIND  PERSONS  HAVE  FUNCTIONED  SUCCESSFULLY  AND  CONTINUE  TO 
FUNCTION  SUCCESSFULLY  AS  PHYSICAL  THERAPISTS  IN  ALL  PARTS  OF  THIS 
COUNTRY; 

MOW,'  THEREFORE,  be  it  resolved  by  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
of  South  Carolina  in  convention  assembled  this  3rd  day  of  August,  1980 
in  the  city  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina  that  this  organization  will 
take  whatever  measures  necessary  to  insure  that  blind  physical  therapists 
will  experience  equal  employment  opportunities  in  their  field  in  the 
state  of  South  Carolina, 

80-3 
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WHEREAS,  the  National  Federation  of  the  blind  of  South  Carolina  and 
the  South  Carolina  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind  have  shared  a 
mutually  rewarding,  long  standing,  and  progressive  relationship 
throughout  the  years;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
genuinely  offers  its  support  and  good  will  toward  the  incoming  ad- 
ministration; and 

whereas,  representation  of  the  blind  in  the  policy  making  affairs  of 
the  State  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind  is  highly  desirable  and 
vitally  important  for  the  most  effective  administration  and  program- 
ing of  a  school  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  blind  persons;  and 

whereas,  the  new  administration  has  expressed  support  of  representation 
of  blind  persons  on  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  south  carolina 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind; 

NOV),  THEREFORE','  be  it  resolved  by  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
of  South  Carolina  in  convention  assembled  this  3rd  day  of  August,  1980 
in  the  city  of  Columbia','  South  Carolina  that  the  NFB  of  SC,  with  the 

COOPERATION  AND  SUPPORT  OF  THE  S,  C,  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  THE  BLIND, 
PURSUE  LEGISLATION  WHICH  WILL  INCLUDE  BLIND  REPRESENTATIVES  ON  THE 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  S,  C,  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind. 

80-4  ; 

WHEREAS,  the  National  Accreditation  Council  for  Agencies  serving  the 
blind  and  visually  handicapped  (NAC)  is  a  private,  nonofficial,  non- 
governmental, BODY  WHOSE  ALLEGED  PURPOSE  IS  TO  IMPROVE  THE  ASSISTANCE 
AND  DELIVERY  OF  SERVICES  TO  THE  BLIND  BY  MEANS  OF  STANDARDS  AND 
ACCREDITATION;  AND 

WHEREAS,  THE  CREDITABILITY  OF  NAC  HAS  BEEN  IRRETRIEVABLY  DIMINISHED 
BY  1,  THE  TERMINATION  OF  FEDERAL  FUNDING,'  2,  NAC'S  INABILITY  TO  DE- 
VELOP INDEPENDENT  FUNDING  WITHIN  THE  PRIVATE  FUNDING  SECTOR,  3,  THE 
WITHDRAWAL  OF  PREVIOUSLY  NAC  ACCREDITED  AGENCIES  FROM  NAC  ACCREDITA- 
TION, 'I.  THE  FAILURE  OF  APPROXIMATELY  85%  OF  ELEGIBLE  AGENCIES  AND 
ORGANIZATIONS  TO  PURSUE  NAC  ACCREDITATION,  5,  EXTENSIVE  AND  OUTSPOKEN 
DEMONSTRATION  AND  DISAPPROVAL  BY  THE  BLIND  COMMUNITY  WHICH  HAS  NOT 
BEEN  PERMITTED  MEANINGFUL  INPUT  INTO  NAC'S  POLICY  MAKING  OPERATIONS, 
AND  WHO  HAVE  ENDURED  SUBSTANDARD  SERVICES  FROM  NAC  ACCREDITED  AGENCIES; 
AND 


= 


— 
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WHEREAS,  South  Carolina  has  no  agency,  school  for  the  blind^  state 

SUPPORTED  PROGRAMS  OR  PRIVATE  AGENCIES  ACCREDITED  BY  NAC  WHICH  RE- 
FLECTS SOUND  JUDGEMENT  AND  RESPONSIVE  ATTENTION  TO  THE  VOICE  OF  THE 
ORGANIZED  BLIND  OF  THE  STATE  BY  OFFICIALS  OF  THE  STATE  IN  WORK  WITH 
THE  BLINDj  AND 

WHEREAS,  the  S.  C.  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind  through  its  of- 
ficials HAS  RECENTLY  AFFIRMED  THAT  NAC  ACCREDITATION  IS  NOT  BEING 

pursued  by  the  s.  c,  school  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind,  either  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  or  officials  of  the  school; 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  be  it  resolved  by  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
of  South  Carolina  in  convention  assembled  this  3rd  day  of  August,  1980 
in  the  city  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina  that  this  organization  go  on 
record  in  strong  support  of  the  decision  of  those  agencies,  schools, 
and  organizations  which  reject  nac  -  a  self-appointed  group  of  misin- 
formed, misdirected,  paternalistic,  keepers  who  profess  to  work  for 
the  benefit  of  the  blind,'  but  who  in  reality  hurt  the  blind! 


BUT  WHC 

PRESIDENT  CAPPS  SHARES  A  LETTER 


8-3-80 
Dear  Don, 

how  on  earth  do  i  thank  you  for  honoring  me  in  such  an  exceptional 
manner,  i  never  thought  of  myself  as  humble'/  but  that  was  indeed 
a  humbling  experience  to  stand  before  the  convention  and  receive 
such  love  and  appreciation.  i  have  been  repaid  tenfold  for  every- 
thing i  have  ever  done  for  the  blind  without  the  award,  so  very 
often  i  become  discouraged  and  tired,'  especially  since  i  have  been 
ill,  but  it  takes  only  a  message  that  someone  needs  help  and  the 
adrenaline  starts  to  run  again.  the  inequities  that  have  been 
beamed  upon  the  blind  are  really  all  it  should  take  note  of  to 
put  us  on  the  run.  i  have  never  expected  or  wanted  recognition 
for  what  i  do,  but  now  that  i  have  this  honor,  i  surely  am  pleased, 
The  NFB  are  family  to  both  Bob  and  me,  We,  like  you  and  Betty, 

HAVE  DEDICATED  OUR  LIVES  TO  GOD,  TO  EACH  OTHER,  OUR  FAMILY,  AND 
THE  BLIND,   We  ARE  HONORED  TO  BE  A  PART  OF  THE  NFB,   We  ALL  GRUMBLE 
AND  COMPLAIN  WHEN  WE  ARE  DOWN,  BUT  DEEP  INSIDE,  WE  WOULD  NOT  BE  TO 
HAPPY  WITHOUT  THIS,   To  HAVE  YOU  EVEN  THINK  OF  ME  FOR  SUCH  AN  HONOR 
IS  OVERWHELMING.   You  COME  CLOSE  TO  CALLING  E,M,S,   I  NEARLY  FAINT- 
ED!!  If  I  HAD  FIGURED  IT  TO  BE  ME  ANY  SOONER,  I  WOULD  NEVER  BEEN 
ABLE  TO  STAND  IT, 
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I'm  sure  Betty  had  her  part  in  this  too,  so  Betty  all  this  is  for  you 
too!  This  is  one  of  the  greatest  highlights  of  my  life,  I  told  Bob 
I  WAS  more  excited  about  this  than  his  proposal,  course  I  EXPECTED  that. 
Again  just  thank  you,  I  can  think  of  no  word  or  words  to  express  my 

GRATITUDE  AND  LOVE,   We  LOVE  BOTH  OF  YOU  AND  THE  CHILDREN  AND  YOU  ARE 

dear  to  us, 

Excitedly, 
Doris 
*** 

AN  ERA  ENDS 
On  Friday,  August  8th  an  era  which  began  23  years  ago  in  1957  came  to 
an  end.  it  was  in  1957  that  the  then  aurora  club  established  a  con- 
CESSION STAND  IN  THE  RlCHLAND  COUNTY  COURTHOUSE,   It  WAS  A  SIGNIFICANT 

accomplishment  for  the  one  year  old  state  organization  which  had  to 
borrow  several  hundred  dollars  from  ways  and  means  for  the  blind  of 
Augusta,  Georgia  to  finance  the  enterprise,  For  more  than  two  de- 
cades THE  CONCESSION  STAND  PROVIDED  A  LIVELYHOOD  FOR  NO  FEWER  THAN 
THREE  DIFFERENT  OPERATORS'.   FOR  A  NUMBER  OF  YEARS  ARCHIE  NUNNERY  WAS 
THE  OPERATOR,   He  WAS  FOLLOWED  BY  RUBY  BRYANT,   HOWEVER,  FOR  THE  PAST 

13  years  McDonald  Hancock  has  operated  the  stand,  McDonald  made  many 
friends  both  for  himself  and  for  the  organization  during  this  thirteen 
year  period,  the  aurora  club  and  the  nfb  of  sc  have  always  been  proud 
of  this  particular  service  especially  since  it  represented  one  of  the 
early  accomplishments  of  a  state  organization  of  the  blind  which  was 
small  at  the  time  struggling  in  its  infancy.  the  nfb  of  sc  is  also 
proud  of  the  three  operators  and  especially  mcdonald  who  operated  the 
business  for  more  than  a  dozen  of  the  23  years  the  concession  stand 
was  in  operation,  the  palmetto  blind  is  pleased  to  share  with  its  read- 
ers the  following  newspaper  article  and  letter.  the  newspaper  article 
appeared  in  the  august  8th  edition  of  the  columbia  record.'  president 
Capps  shared  McDonald's  letter  of  July  25th  with  convention  delegates 
in  his  president's  report  on  Saturday,  August  2,  1980,  The  NFB  of  SC 
extends  sincere  best  wishes  to  McDonald  for  a  very  happy  and  rewarding 

RETIREMENT  AFTER  A  MOST  PRODUCTIVE  FIFTY  YEAR  CAREErV 

Court  Crowd  losing  best  "picker-upper" 
When  the  Richland  County  courts  move  into  new  quarters  in  the  Judicial 
Center  later  this  month','  someone  will  be  missing,  After  today''  McDonald 
Hancock  -  the  cheerful  dispenser  of  Cokes,  PepsisV  fruit  juices  and  other 
"picker-uppers"  the  courthouse  crowd  seeks  to  get  through  the  day  -will  be 
gone  from  the  refreshment  stand  on  the  first  floor, 


■1 
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f^ANY  BELIEVE  THAT  HANCOCK  WITH  HIS  SMILING  FACE  AND  WARM  GREETINGS,,  WAS 
THE  BEST  PICKER-UPPER  OF  ALL,   AFTER  50  YEARS  AS  A  WORKING  MAN,  HANCOCK 
HAS  DECIDED  "A  MAN  DOESN'T  HAVE  TO  SPEND  HIS  WHOLE  LIFE  WORKING."   BUT 
THE  73-YEAR-OLD  HANCOCK  DOES  NOT  EQUATE  RETIREMENT  WITH  LEISURE.   He 

figures  he  has  two  years  of  work  ahead  of  him  "to  clean  up  the  bushes 
and  the  briars"  around  his  home  at  3220  lincoln  street*,'   "and  the  senior 
citizens7  group  at  earlewood  baptist  church  has  an  eye  on  me  to  play  the 
piano.  They  want  to  sing  and  the  church  organist  teaches  on  weekdays. 
They've  got  their  fingers  pointed  at  me,"  he  said  with  a  chuckle,  Han- 
cock DID  NOT  BEGIN  PLAYING  THE  PIANO  VOLUNTARILY,   "It  WAS  FORCED  ON 

me  at  Cedar  Springs  (the  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind)',"  he  said,  "If 
they  found  out  you  had  an  inclination  to  something  they  made  you  do  it, 
The  music  professor  got  hold  of  me  and  made  me  do  it,"  "I've  been  play- 
ing SINCE  I  WAS  8  YEARS  OLD,   I  USED  TO  PLAY  THE  CLASSICS  AND  HAD  TO 
MEMORIZE  THEM,   NOW  I  PLAY  BY  EAR,   It's  A  LOT  EASIER  THAN  FIGURING  OUT 
ALL  THE  NOTES,"   ONE  THING  HANCOCK  DOESN'T  EXPECT  TO  DO  IS  FISH,   "!% 
SON  TRIED  TO  GET  ME  INTERESTED,'  BUT  1  DON'T  HAVE  MUCH  INTEREST.   THE 
OTHER  NIGHT  EVEN  WITH  MY  SON  AND  ANOTHER  MAN  HELPING  Me'/  I  STILL  DIDN'T 

get  anything."  wlth  only  10  percent  vision  in  one  eye,  hancock  can  see 
a  television  picture  if  he  gets  close  enough  but  he  cannot  read  any  words 
displayed  on  the  tube.  "i  go  to  sleep  in  front  of  tjv  i  get  talking 
books  from  the  library  of  congress  and  sometimes  i  go  to  sleep  listening 
to  them,"  he  said,  wlth  the  assistance  of  a  watchmaker's  glass  attached 
to  his  glasses,'  "i  can  read  the  paper  pretty  good,'"  hancock  graduated 
from  Cedar  Springs  in  1926,  He  worked  there  for  a  while,  went  to  Com- 
merce, Ga,','  to  work  for  two  years','  worked  for  the  Association  of  the 
Blind  for  19  years,  was  assistant  gardener  at  Providence  Hospital  for 
12  years  and  has  run  the  refreshment  concession  stand  at  the  courthouse 
for  the  last  13  years,  "i've  enjoyed  this  place  up  her  more  than  any 
place  i've  been  in  my  life,"  he  said,  "they're  a  good  group  of  people  up 
here  at  the  courthouse,  they  are  good  people  to  work  with,  they  help 
you.  "Maybe  I  could  have  gone  up  there  (the  Judicial  Center)  but  I  didn't! 

EVEN  ASK  FOR  IT,   MAYBE  THEY  WANTED  SOMEONE  YOUNGER,   WlTH  MY  GOOD  HEALTH 
I  COULD  GO  ON  SEVERAL  MORE  YEARS,   BUT  THE  CHILDREN  ARE  UP  AND  GROWN  NOW 

and  I  have  Social  Security?'  State  law  requires  jurors  names'  to  be 

DRAWN  FROM  THE  BOX  BY  EITHER  A  BLIND  PERSON  OR  A  CHILD,  SO  DRAWING  JURORS 
WAS  A  CHORE  HANCOCK  WAS  CALLED  ON  TO  DO,   "THE  REGULAR  JURY  SELECTION  THAT 
TAKES  ABOUT  20  MINUTES  -  NOW  I  ENJOYED  THAT,'  I  REALLY  DID,   "BUT  THOSE 
DEATH  PENALTY  CASES  WHERE  THEY  ASK  SO  MANY  QUESTIONS  AND  REPEAT  THEMSELVES 
SO  MUCH  -  I  GET  REAL  UNDONE, 


-11- 

I  TOLD  THEM  I  WOULD  RESIGN  AND  TEND  TO  MY  BUSINESS.   I  GOT  OUT  OF  PA- 
TIENCE," Hancock  said,  He  said  he  will  make  himself  available  for  jury 
selection  even  though  he  is  officially  retired,  hancock  has  been  blind 
since  he  was  8  months  old  and  sometimes  is  discouraged  by  the  handicap*,' 
he  said,  "oh,  lots  of  times  i've  been  discouraged,  i  sure  have,  i 
couldn't  do  things  the  way  people  wanted  because  i  couldn't  see,"  he 
said.  At  Cedar  Springs,,  Hancock  was  supervisor  of  a  group  of  advanced 
boys,  "They  were  to  clean  up  their  rooms.  They  couldn't  see  if  the 
rooms  were  clean  and  i  couldn't  either,  "i  wish  i  had  stayed  there  and 
battled  it  out,  but  i  displeased  them  so  much,  i  couldn't  see  and  i 
couldn't  do  any  better,  i  quit  in  1932  and  went  without  work  for  a  good 
bit/'  Hancock  said,  There  were  also  difficulties  at  Providence  Hospital. 
"They  wanted  me  to  prepare  a  flat  area  for  planting  roses.  I  couldn't 
get  the  ground  level,  blindness  brings  a  lot  of  discouragement  to  you," 
he  said,  Hancock  said  people  helped  out  when  he  got  discouraged  and  for 

THE  PAST  FEW  YEARS  THE  DISCOURAGEMENT  HAS  EASED  OFF,   He  SAID  HE  HAS 

been  looking  forward  to  retirement  for  six  or  seven  years,  ever  since 
"they  started  talking  about  the  new  courthouse," 

July  25,  1980 
Dear  Don, 

as  you  are  state  president  of  the  federation  of  the  blind  of  south  caro- 
lina, i  wish  to  express  my  remarks  to  you.  the  last  thirteen  years  have 
been  most  pleasant  for  me.  i  want  to  thank  you,  and  the  members  of  the 
board  of  1967,  for  having  been  so  kind  to  me,  by  giving  me  the  rlchland 
County  Courthouse  stand  to  make  a  living,  The  customers  were  most  kind 
to  me,  and  the  Aurora  Club  of  S.  C,  were  very  kind  too.  In  my  working 

LIFE,  I  HAD  FOUR  YEARS  AT  CEDAR  SPRING  SCHOOL,  TWO  YEARS  IN  GEORGIA  ON 
RELIEF,  NINETEEN  YEARS  AT  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  S','  C,  TWELVE 
YEARS  AT  THE  PROVIDENCE  HOSPITAL  AND  THIRTEEN  YEARS  WITH  THE  FEDERATION 

Stand,  which  were  most  pleasant,  That  completes  fifty  years.  I  want 

to  again  thank  you,  and  the  board  for  giving  me  this  lovely  present, 

Your  sincere  member, 

McDonald  Hancock 
*** 

QGLESBY  HONORED 

The  Spartanburg  Chapter  of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  recently  honored  their  president,  Robert  L,  Oglesby,  by  present- 
ing A  $5,000,00  CHECK  TO  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  THE  NFB  OF  SC  TO  BE  USED  IN 

the  construction  of  the  robert  l_ee  oglesby  cottage  at  rocky  bottom  camp 
of  the  Blind, 
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Oglesby,  who  is  blind,  is  Director  of  the  Spartanburg  YMCA  Health  Club 

AND  HAS  TAUGHT  THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE  TO  BLIND  STUDENTS  FOR  A  DOZEN  YEARS, 

A  former  NFB  of  SC  State  Officer,  Oglesby  is  renowned  for  his  signifi- 
cant ACCOMPLISHMENTS  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  SPARTANBURG  AND  THROUGHOUT  SOUTH 

Carolina,  In  1977  he  was  awarded  the  Service  to  Mankind  Award  by  three 
Spartanburg  Sertoma  Clubs,  Oglesby  presently  serves  as  President  of 
the  Cedar  Spring  Blind  Alumni  Association  and  serves  as  a  close  advisor 
to  the  State  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  A  statewide  fundraising 
campaign  to  raise  construction  costs  on  the  rocky  bottom  camp  of  the 
Blind  which  is  located  in  Pickens  County  is  being  chaired  in  Spartanburg 
County  by  Steve  Satterfield  with  the  assistance  of  co-chairman  Bill 
Sirmon  and  David  Dennis.  Upon  completion  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind 
will  include  recreation  and  exercise  facilities,  housing,  kitchen  and 
dining  rooms,  administration  offices,  a  library,'  a  swimming  pool  and 
more.  the  camp  is  open  free  of  charge  year  round  to  legally  blind 
South  Carolinians,  Information  may  be  obtained  by  contacting  the 
NFB  of  SC,  119  South  Kilbourne  Road','  Columbia,'  SVC  29205,  (254-3777) 


**# 


105  SOUTH  CAROLINIANS  ATTEND  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

a  record  breaking  105  south  carolinians  attended  the  national  federation 
of  the  Blind  Convention  in  Minneapolis  the  first  week  in  July.  South 
Carolina  ranked  number  3  in  attendance  being  only  three  behind  the  host 
affiliate  minnesota  which  ranked  number  1  with  108  registered  delegates, 
Neighboring  state  Iowa  boasted  107  delegates,  Last  year  at  Miami  Beach 
South  Carolina  was  number  one  in  attendance  with  96  delegates.  It  will 
be  noted  that  South  Carolina  came  mighty  close  to  being  number  1  again 
as  only  3  delegates  seperated  three  top  states,  the  nfb  of  sc  and  its 
affiliates  worked  extremely  hard  in  promoting  an  attendance  in  excess 

OF  ONE  HUNDRED.   It  WAS  AN  OUTSTANDING  ACCOMPLISHMENT,   THE  MINNEAPOLIS 
CONVENTION  WAS  A  VERY  GOOD  ONE,   An  EXCELLANT  SPIRIT  PREVAILED  THROUGHOUT 

the  week  long  convention.  the  programs  were  informative.  south  carolin- 
ians participated  prominently  in  various  convention  functions.  bob  bell 
and  Toots i.e  Gatlin  were  the  official  and  alternate  delegates,  Dr,  Ken- 
neth. Jernigan/'NFB  President'/  presented  the  banquet  address  which  dealt 
with  contemporary  issues  vitally  effecting  the  lives  of  the  blind,  dur- 
ing the  convention  banquet  the  prestigious  newell  perry  award  was  present- 
ED BY  1st  Vice  President/  Donald  Capps,1  The  105  South  Carolinians  attend- 
ing the  Minneapolis  convention  represented  all  areas  of  the  state  with 

the  majority  of  the  21  chapters  and  divisions  of  the  nfb  of  sc  having 
representatives, 
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The  Palmetto  Blind  will  not  attempt  to  cover  the  national  convention  in 
detail  as  it  will  be  presented  in  the  braille  monitor.  however,  the  nfb 
of  sc  believes  in  a  concept  of  full  participation  of  all  levels,  national, 
state  and  local,  during  the  convention  in  minneapolis,  south  carolinians 
demonstrated  their  national  support  as  many  enrolled  in  the  pac  plan,  pre- 
sently more  than  50  south  carolinians  are  participating  in  pac  giving,  un- 
doubtedly the  more  than  100  south  carolinians  who  attended  the  minneapolis 
convention  took  home  with  them  a  great  deal  of  inspiration  and  knowledge 
which  will  be  helpful  in  furthering  programs  for  the  blind  in  our  state, 

MR.  N,  F,  WALKER  HONORED 
Mr,  N,  F.  Walker','  who  served  as  president  of  the  S,  C,  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  the  Blind  for  a  number  of  years,  was  honored  on  Tuesday  evening 
June  24  in  Spartanburg,  A  number  of  dignitaries  were  on  hand  for  the 

IMPRESSIVE  OCCASION  INCLUDING  MRS,  NANCY  THURMOND,   In  ADDITION  TO  MRS. 

Thurmond,  Dr.  Charles  Williams,  State  Superintendent  of  Education  address- 
ed THE  GATHERING,   Mr,  WALKER  WAS  PRESENTED  WITH  A  NUMBER  OF  AWARDS  AND 

plaques,  Beginning  in  1849  when  the  school  was  founded  an  interesting 
history  of  the  school  extending  to  the  present  time  was  given.  several 

AGENCIES  AND  ORGANIZATIONS  WERE  REPRESENTED  INCLUDING  MRS,  MaXINE  BOWLES, 

Commissioner  of  the  S.C,  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Donald  Capps,  President 

OF  THE  NFB  OF  SC  AND  BOB  OgLESBY*,'  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION', 

*#* 

1980  WHITE  CAME  WEEK  CAMPAIGN  SUCCESSFUL 
White  Cane  Week  in  South  Carolina  was  established  more  than  2  decades  ago 

IN  THE  LATE  1950' S,   EACH  YEAR  THE  THIRD  WEEK  IN  MAY,  MAY  15  -  21,  IS  SET 
ASIDE  FOR  PUBLIC  EDUCATION  CONCERNING  THE  TRUE  NATURE  OF  BLINDNESS  AND  FOR 
PUBLIC  SUPPORT.   THE  CAMPAIGN  HAS  STEADILY  GROWN  THROUGHOUT  THE  YEARS  AND 
HAS  REACHED  THOUSANDS  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINIANS,'   THIS  YEAR  THE  NFB  OF  SC  OF- 
FICIALS CONFERRED  WITH  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  Th ESTATE  NEWSPAPER  IN  COLUMBIA 
IN  THE  INTEREST  OF  PROMOTING  A  SPECIAL  EDUCATIONAL  FEATURE  ON  BLINDNESS, 
WHAT  IT  IS,  WHAT  IT  IS  NOT,  THE  SUNDAY  EDITION  OF  The  STATE  HAS  A  VERY 
POPULAR  SECTION  CALLED  THE  STATE  MAGAZINE.   In  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  STATE 
THE  NFB  OF  SC  WAS  PLEASED  THAT  THE  MAGAZINE  SECTION  OF  THE  SUNDAY,  JUNE  1 
EDITION  FEATURED  A  NUMBER  OF  BLIND  PERSONS.   THE  COVERAGE  WAS  TRULY  OUT- 
STANDING AND  REPRESENTED  A  FINE  PUBLIC  EDUCATION  FEATURE  CONCERNING  BLIND- 
NESS OF  WHICH  THE  NFB  OF  SC  IS  PROUD.   THE  STATE  NEWSPAPER  IS  TO  BE  COM- 
MENDED FOR  THIS  FEATURE,   THE  SUNDAY  STATE  REACHES  ABOUT  130,000  PERSONS 
AND  THE  MAGAZINE  SECTION  IS  WIDELY  READ  BEING  VERY  POPULAR. 


state  convention; adopts  camp  RULES  ■     a  - 

The  state  convention  adopted  the  following  camp  rules  which  are  designed 
to  aid  in  the  smooth  operation  of  rocky  bottom  camp  of  the  blind,  mrs, 
Mary  McMillan,  Administrative  Assistant  at  the  camp  who  has  the  responsi- 
bility FOR  ENFORCING  THE  RULES  WILL  APPRECIATE  THE  COOPERATION  OF  EVERYONE, 

REGULATIONS  AND  RULES 

!,'  Each  group  reserving  Osterneck  Cottage  will  assume  total  responsibility 
for  the  condition  of  the  cottage  upon  leaving.  the  premises  should  be 
thoroughly  cleaned  prior  to  departure  and  should  be  left  in  the  same 
good  condition  as  upon  arrival. 

2,  The  kitchen  should  be  cleaned  after  each  use. 

3,  Return  all  drink  bottles  to  the  drink  machine  crates  beside  the  drink 

MACHINE. 

4,  No  ALCOHOLIC  beverages, 

5,  Lights  out  at  12:00  midnight  for  the  convenience  of  all  who  are  occupy- 
ing THE  COTTAGE. 

6,  All  long  distance  calls  should  be  charged  to  home  phone  numbers  or  to 
personal  accounts,  no  one  should  charge  personal  calls  to  the  camp! 

7,  Each  person  or  group  is  responsible  for  the  removal  of  trash  and  gar- 
bage FROM  THE  PREMISES  UPON  LEAVING, 

8,  Check  with  the  Administrative  Assistant  concerning  the  operation  of  all 
major  appliances, 

9,  The  telephone  will  be  answered  by  the  Administrative  Assistant  at  all 
times  unless  otherwise  specified, 

REMINDERS 

1,  Each  person  or  group  should  supply  their  own  food  and  utilize  the  camp's 
food  preparation  facilities.  kltchen  appliances  and  utensils  are  in  the 
kitchens  for  use  by  all, 

2,  Each  person  will  be  responsible  for  supplying  his/her  own  linens,  towels 
blankets,  soap  and  other  personal  items,  plllows  are  available  at  the 

COTTAGE, 

3,  Paper  and  cleaning  supplies  are  available  in  the  upstairs  closet  in 
the  hall  of  the  older  part  of  the  cottage. 

4,  Check  with  the  Administrative  Assistant  about  lost  and  found  items',' 

5,  The  NFB  of  SC  will  not  be  responsible  for  injuries  which  occur  while 
at  the  camp  but  will  render  every  possible  service, 

6,  Leave  the  names  and  other  requested  information  about  visitors  with 
Mary  McMillan,  Camp  Administrative  Assistant, 

7,  Activities  should  be  consistant  with  the  philosophy  and  ideals  of  the 
NFB  of  SC. 
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8.  Reservations  should  be  made  through  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind,, 

119  South  Kilbourne  Road,  Columbia,  S,C,'  29205,'  Phone  254-3777V 

*»* 

IIVING  IN  A  "SIGHTED"  WORLD  REQUIRES  ADJUSTMENTS  FOR  EVERYONE 
From  The  Lancaster  News  August  1,'  1980 
Reggie  Baker  sat  in  a  chair  in  the  corner  of  his  living  room,  his  black 
Labrador  retriever  by  his  side,  his  two  children  playing  around  him,  In 
his  kitchen  several  volumes  of  books  lay  neatly  in  a  row  on  a  table  and 
others  were  stacked  on  a  nearby  shelf.  a  large  mounted  bass  hung  on  the 

WALL  ABOVE.   "We  NEED  TO  MAKE  THE  PUBLIC  MORE  AWARE,"  HE  SAID,   "We  NEED 
TO  TALK  TO  THEM  MORE,"  BAKER,  30,  WAS  NOT  SPEAKING  ABOUT  PUBLIC  APATHY 
IN  GENERAL,   He  WAS  SPEAKING  ABOUT  THE  PUBLIC'S  REACTION  TO  BLINDNESS,' 

something  he  has  learned  about  first-hand  during  the  past  year  and  a  half. 
Diabetes  caused  Baker  to  lose  not  only  his  sight  but  both  of  his  eyes  as 
well.  He  now  has  a  pair  of  glass  eyes  he  can  use  as  easily  as  if  they  were 
contact  lenses.  "i  wanted  to  get  blue  eyes,"  baker*,'  a  tall  brown-haired 
man,  joked.  "but  my  wife  wouldn't  go  for  that  so  i  got  brown  ones  like  i 
had."  Baker  joked  about  his  problems  with  blindness,  but  to  him  blindness 
itself  is  no  joke.  but  it  does  not  have  to  be  a  burden  either1,  he  said.' 
"as  a  blind  person,  i  feel  it  is  my  duty  to  adjust  to  living  in  a  sighted 
world""  he  said,  "but  it's  your  duty,  as  a  sighted  person,  to  accept 
some  of  the  things  i  have  to  do  differently  to  make  that  adjustment,"  the 
Labrador  retriever,  Licorice,  helps  Baker  get  along  in  a  sighted  world,  he 
said,  They  go  almost  everywhere  together.  "He'll  take  on  anything,"  Baker 

SAID  OF  HIS  DOG.   "He  DIDN'T  LIKE  CHURCH  PEWS  AT  FIRST,  BUT  I  BROKE  HIM  OF 
THAT."   THE  BOOKS  DN  THE  SHELF  IN  THE  KITCHEN  HELP  HIM,   THE  18  VOLUMES 
LINED  UP  ON  THE  TABLE  WERE  THE  BlBLE,   THE  ONES  STACKED  ON  THE  SHELF  WERE 

copies  of  Reader's  Digest.  A  cassette  tape  recorder  nearby  was  supplied 
by  the  Library  of  Congress,  Baker  said,'  and  he  can  get  tapes  of  almost  any- 
thing, including  Playboy  magazine.  His  friends  are  his  biggest  help,  thou- 
gh. People  like  Barry  Brown,  "Barry's  real  good.  He  doesn't  overcompensate 
with  me  about  my  blindness,"  baker  said,  the  two  have  gone  fishing  together 
at  least  once  a  week  since  baker  lost  his  sight,  "people  wonder  how  i  can 
fish  when  i  can't  see,"  baker  said.  "well  barry  will  tell  me  how  far  we  are 
from  the  bank  and  how  far  i  need  to  cast  my  line.  usually  i  can  come  with- 
in an  inch  or  two  of  the  shoreline."  baker  also  depends  on  his  wife*,'  kay . 
"Sometimes  I  think  I  run  her  to  death,  getting  her  to  drive  me  here  or  the- 
re", he  said,  Kay  works  two  days  a  week  and  when  she's  gone  Baker  looks 
after  his  two  children,  chris  and  danielle,  baker,'  a  former  employee  of 
Kanawha,  doesn't  work  now  but  he's  looking  for  a  part-time  job, 
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He  has  become  active  in  the  Federation  of  the  Blind  and  was  ejected  as 
the  new  president  of  the  lancaster  chapter  at  the  last  meeting,  hls  goal 
is  to  make  the  public  more  aware  of  the  problems  blind  people  face  and  how 

THEY  CAN  BE  HELPED,   "If  YOU  GIVE  PEOPLE  A  CHANCE,  THEY'LL  HELP  YOU/'  HE 

said,  "But  you  have  to  know  how  to  ask  for  that  help,"  He  also  wants  to 
help  the  blind,  "i  want  to  let  them  know  that  there  is  help  available  to 
them,  free  of  charge,"  he  said,  baker  said  there  are  about  200  visually 

IMPAIRED  PERSONS  IN  LANCASTER  COUNTY,   At  THE  LAST  MEETING  OF  THE  FEDERA- 
TION of  the  Blind,  13  people  were  present,  Six  of  them  were  blind,  One 

OF  THE  PROBLEMS  IN  GETTING  PEOPLE  TO  THE  MEETING  IS  TRANSPORTATION,   BAKER 
SAID  HE  HOPES  TO  BEGIN  WORKING  WITH  THE  LlONS  CLUB,'  AN  ORGANIZATION  THAT 
IS  CONCERNED  WITH  SIGHT,   "Ne  HOPE  WE  CAN  GET  SOME  OF  THEIR  MEMBERS  TO 
DRIVE  BLIND  PEOPLE  TO  OUR  MEETINGS,"  HE  SAID,   THE  FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND 
MEETS  ON  THE  FIRST  THURSDAY  IN  EVERY  MONTH  AT  7  P.M.  AT  THE  STANDARD  SAV- 
INGS BUILDING  ON  HIGHWAY  200  NORTH,   ANYONE,  BLIND  OR  SIGHTED,  CAN  ATTEND, 

ASSEMBLY  HALL  NAM  INlCTRY  OF  PR,  LMTQN 

THE  RECENT  CONVENTION  OF  THE  NFB  OF  SC  UNANIMOUSLY  ADOPTED  A  MOTION  PRO- 
VIDING FOR  THE  ASSEMBLY  HALL  AT  ROCKY  BOTTOM  CAMP  OF  THE  BLIND  TO  BE  KNOWN 
"  HEREAFTER  AS  THE  SAM  M.  LAWTON  ASSEMBLY  HALL,   It  IS  ONE  OF  ONLY  TWO  OF  THE 
ORIGINAL  BUILDINGS  AT  THE  CAMPSITE   WHICH  WILL  BE  RESTORED,  THE  OTHER  BE- 
ING THE  OLD  DINING  HALL,   THE  SAM  M,  LAWTON  ASSEMBLY  HALL  IS  LOCATED  IN 
A  BEAUTIFUL  AREA  OF  THE  CAMPSITE  WITH  A  SMALL  LAKE  BEING  JUST  TO  THE  REAR 
OF  THE  HALL,   ARCHITECTS  HAVE  ADVISED  THE  NFB  OF  SC  THAT  THE  ASSEMBLY  HALL 
IS  STRUCTURALLY  SOUND.   HOWEVER,  IN  THE  FUTURE  IN  CLOSE  CONSULTATION  WITH 
THE  LAWTON  FAMILY  THE  SAM  M.  LAWTON  ASSEMBLY  HALL  WILL  BE  REFURBISHED  AND 
APPROPRIATELY  RENOVATED,   THE  SAM  M,  LAWTON  ASSEMBLY  HALL  HAS  APPROXIMATELY 
2500  SQUARE  FEET  OF  SPACE,   It  WILL  BE  USED  FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF  MEETINGS  IN- 
CLUDING SEMINARS  AND  CONFERENCES.   THOSE  WISHING  TO  CONTRIBUTE  TO  THE  RE- 
FURBISHING AND  RENOVATION  OF  THE  SAM  M,  LAWTON  ASSEMBLY  HALL  MAY  DO  SO  BY 
MAKING  CHECKS  TO  ROCKY  BOTTOM  CAMP  OF  THE  BLIND  -  SAM  M,  LAWTON  ASSEMBLY 

Hall  fund,  Dr,  Lawton  founded  the  NFB  of  SC  known  as  the  Aurora  Club  in 

IWl  THE  YEAR  OF  ITS  INCEPTION, 

#** 

DEAF,  BLINlTSCHOOL APPOINTS  HYER 
From  The  State  July  11,  1980 
Dr.  Richard  E,  Hyer,  Jr.,  superintendent  of  the  Georgia  Academy  for  the 
Blind  in  Macon,  will  assume  the  presidency  of  S,  C  School  for  the  Deaf, 
Blind  and  Multi-Handicapped  at  Spartanburg  in  mid-August,  The  appoint- 
ment WAS  ANNOUNCED  THURSDAY  AT  THE  SCHOOL  IN  CEDAR  SPRING  WILL  NO  ALLUSION 


T 
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TO  PROTESTS  BY  ALUMNI  WHO  ADVOCATED  SELECTION  OF  A  DEAF  OR  BLIND  SUCCESSOR 

to  N,F.  Walker.  Walker  retired  July  3,  He  is  the  great-grandson  of  the 
founder  of  the  school  and  fifth  in  his  family  to  hold  its  presidency,  the 
school's  alumni  association  has  scheduled  a  protest  rally  at  the  state  house 
Saturday  morning  and  is  seeking  reconstitution  of  the  board  of  commission- 
ers',' WHICH  NAMED  HYER  TO  THE  POST?  NONE  OF  THE  MEMBERS  ARE  DEAF  OR  BLIND, 

Some  40  persons  applied  for  the  vacancy  at  Cedar  Spring,  and  the  seven  fin- 
alists INCLUDED  ONE  MAN  WHO  IS  DEAF  AND  ONE  WHO  IS  BLIND,   THE  ALUMNI  AS- 
SOCIATION SUPPORTED  THE  DEAF  APPLICANT,  A  SOUTH  CAROLINIAN  NOW  HEADING  A 
SCHOOL  FOR  THE  DEAF  IN  PENNSYLVANIA,   HYER  HAS  15  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  AT  UNI- 
VERSITY AND  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LEVELS  IN  WORK  WITH  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN,  INCLUD- 
ING WORK  AS  A  TEACHER,  ADMINISTRATOR  AND  GUIDANCE  COUNSELOR,   He  HAS  ALSO 
BEEN  A  CONSULTANT  IN  STAFF  DEVELOPMENT  AND  SUPERVISOR  OF  TEACHERS  OF  THE 
VISUALLY  AND  HEARING  IMPAIRED.   He  HAS  WORKED  WITH  THE  DEAF,  BLIND  AND  MUL- 
TI-HANDICAPPED -  "THE  THREE  AREAS  OF  EXCEPTIONALITY  SERVED  AT  THE  S,  C. 
SCHOOL,"  THE  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  SAID,  At  THE  GEORGIA  ACADEMY  FOR  THE 

Blind,  Hyer  has  had  responsibility  for  a  two-campus  school  with  163  employ- 
ees AND  200  STUDENTS,   THE  S,  C.  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  LISTED  AMONG  HIS 

accomplishments  in  georgia  acquisition  of  $2,5  million  for  new  facilities, 
Hyer  is  a  native  of  Jacksonville,'  Fla.,  and  holds  degrees  from  Mercer  Uni- 

Iversity,  Western  Michigan  University  and  University  of  Georgia, 
**# 
NFB  OF  SC  OPPOSES  FORMATION  OF  COALITION  by  Suzanne  Bridges 
The  following  position  statement  and  resolution  were  read  at  a  recent  504 
Training  and  Technical  Assistance  Program  held  in  Columbia.  Members  of  the 
nfb  of  sc  attending  the  program  voiced  strong  opposition  to  the  formation 
of  a  coalition  of  all  handicaps  which  would  speak  on  behalf  of  all  handi- 
capped persons, 

The  NFB  of  SC  is  the  voice  of  the  organized  blind  in  South  Carolina.  It 

MUST  BE  INDEPENDENT  IN  ACTION.   It  MUST  BE  INDEPENDENT  IN  APPEARANCE",   FROM 
ITS  STRENGTH  IT  SHOULD  COOPERATE  WITH  OTHERS,!  FROM  ITS  WEAKNESS  IT  SHOULD 
NEVER  SEEK  COMBINATION  AND  COALITION.   We,  MEMBERS  OF  THE  NFB  OF  SC,  ARE 
OPPOSED  TO  UMBRELLA  AGENCIES  AND  ORGANIZATIONS.   THE  NEEDS  OF  THE  BLIND  ARE 
NOT  THE  SAME  AS  THOSE  OF  THE  DEAF,  THE  ORTHOPEDICALLY  IMPAIRED,  THE  MOBILITY 
IMPAIRED,  OR  OTHERS.   We, HAVE  ADVANCED  FROM  THE  ALMSHOUSE  WHERE  THE  BLIND, 
ALCOHOLIC,  SICK,  AND  OTHERS  WERE  THROWN  TOGETHER,   We  HAVE  FOUGHT  FOR  AND 
ESTABLISHED  OUR  SEPERATE  STATE  AGENCY  WHICH  CONCURS  IN  OUR  POSITION  ON  CO- 
ALITION,  As  REPORTED  IN  THE  MALLAS  REPORT  IN  1975  OUR  STATE  AGENCY  IN  CON- 
JUNCTION OTHER  STATES  WITH  SEPERATE  PROGRAMS  HAS  EXPERIENCED  SUPERIOR  RE- 
CORDS OF  REHABILITATION  ACHIEVEMENT  AND  LOWER  PER  UNIT  COST  OF  SERVICE. 
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We  have  worked  long  and  hard  to  establish  an  organization  which  meets  our 

UNIQUE  NEEDS  AND  PROBLEMS,   We  HAVE  MANDATED  THROUGH  NATIONAL  RESOLUTION 
74-A  THAT  WE  WILL  NOT  JOIN  COALITIONS, 

WHEREAS  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  has  always  been  committed  to 

THE  PRINCIPLE  THAT  THE  BLIND  HAVE  DISTINCTIVE  NEEDS  FOR  SERVICES:  NOT  TO  BE 
CONFUSED  OR  SHUFFLED  IN  WITH  THE  NEEDS  OF  OTHER  MINORITIES,,'  THE  DEAF,'  THE 
ORTHOPEDICALLY  IMPAIRED,  THE  CEREBRAL  PALSIED,'  OR  SIMILAR  DISABILITY  GROUPS; 
AND 

WHEREAS  THE  RECORD  OF  SUCCESSES  AND  ACHIEVEMENTS  IN  WORK  WITH  THE  BLIND  HAS 
BEEN  MEASURED  BY  OUR  PROGRESS  IN  GAINING  RECOGNITION  OF  THE  SPECIAL  NEEDS 
AND  UNIQUE  IDENTITY  OF  THOSE  WHO  ARE  BLINDj  AND 

WHEREAS  OUR  OWN  SUCCESSES  AND  ACHIEVEMENTS  IN  ADVANCING  THE  WELFARE  OF  THE 
BLIND  HAVE  SERVED  AS  PRECEDENTS  AND  MODELS  FOR  EQUIVALENT  GAINS  BY  OTHER 
GROUPS  SUCH  AS  THE  PERMANENTLY  AND  TOTALLY  DISABLED,"  AND  THE  AGEDj  AND 
WHEREAS  EFFORTS  STILL  PERSIST  TO  REDUCE  OR  CONFUSE  THE  SPECIAL  IDENTITY 
AND  NEEDS  OF  THE  BLIND  BY  MINGLING  THEM  IN  WITH  OTHER  GROUPS  FOR  PURPOSES 
OF  ADMINISTRATIVE  CONVENIENCE  OR  THE  ADVANTAGE  OF  OTHERS;  AND 
WHEREAS  AMONG  THESE  EFFORTS  IS  A  WELL-INTENTIONED  BUT  MISGUIDED  ATTEMPT 
TO  MERGE  THE  INTERESTS  OF  THE  ORGANIZED  BLIND  WITH  THOSE  OF  OTHER  MINORI- 
TIES, THE  DEAF,  THE  ORTHOPEDICALLY  IMPAIRED,  THE  CEREBRAL  PALSIED,  AND  SIM- 
ILAR DISABILITY  GROUPS,  IN  COALITIONS  FOR  VARIOUS  PURPOSES;  AND 
WHEREAS  THE  ORGANIZED  BLIND  HAVE  ONLY  THE  BEST  WISHES  AND  HOPES  FOR  THE 
WELFARE  AND  GOALS  OF  OTHER  MINORITIES,  THE  DEAF;/  THE  ORTHOPEDICALLY  IM- 
PAIRED, THE  CERBRAL  PALSIED','  AND  SIMILAR  DISABILITY  GROUPS;  BUT  DO  NOT  BE- 
LIEVE THAT  WE  CAN  HAVE  IT  BOTH  WAYS;  ON  ONE  HAND,'  RETAIN  OUR  DISTINCTIVE 
INDEPENDENCE,  IDENTITY,  AND  INTEGRITY-AVOIDING  CONFUSION  WITH  OTHERS-AND 
ON  THE  OTHER  HAND,  COALESCE  WITH  SUCH  GROUPS  FOR  SPECIAL  PURPOSES; 
Now',/  THEREFORE''/ 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  in  Convention  assem- 
bled this  5th  day  of  July'/  1974,  in  the  city  of  Chicago'/  Illinois,  that 
the  President  of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  be  instructed  to  ex- 
press TO  ALL  INTERESTED  GROUPS  AND  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  HANDICAPPED  THE 
GOODWILL  AND  BEST  WISHES  OF  THE  FEDERATION  AND  ITS  FIRM  DECISION  TO  RETAIN 
ITS  SEPARATE  IDENTITY  AND  INDEPENDENCE  OF  ACTION  IN  ALL  MATTERS  AFFECTING 
THE  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND;  AND 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  no  state  or  local  affiliate  of  the  Federation 

SHALL  ENTER  INTO  ANY  COALITION  OR  ASSOCIATION  WITH  ANY  OTHER  MINORITIES, 
THE  DEAF,  THE  ORTHOPEDICALLY  IMPAIRED,  THE  CEREBRAL  PALSIED,  OR  SIMILAR 
DISABILITY  GROUPS. 


-19- 

State  and  federal  programs,,  industry  and  business,  and  private  citizens 
can  and  do  take  the  worst  problems  of  any  of  us  who  are  "handicapped"  and 

THINK  THEY  ARE  THE  PROBLEMS  OF  ALL  OF  US,   We  ARE  VICTOMIZED  BY  REGULATIONS 
WHICH  BEGIN  AS  SUGGESTIONS.   We  ARE  CONFUSED  WITH  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE  OTHER 
DISABILITIES,'  PEOPLE  TALK  LOUDER  TO  US;  PEOPLE  IN  AIRPORTS  BRING  US  WHEEL- 
CHAIRS; PEOPLE  SPEAK  TO  US  IN  SIGN  LANGUAGE;  PEOPLE  GIVE  US  PSYCHOLOGICAL 
COUNSELING;  PEOPLE  COMPARE  US  IN  THE  NEWSPAPER  WITH  THE  MENTALLY  ILL;  PEOP- 
LE ENROLL  US  IN  SPECIAL  PROGRAMS  FOR  THE  HANDICAPPED  ON  COLLEGE  CAMPUSES 
WHETHER  WE  NEED  THEM  OR  NOT;  AND  PEOPLE  CONTINUE  TO  MISUNDERSTAND,   OUR 
BARRIERS  ARE  PRIMARILY  ATTITUDINAL,  NOT  PHYSICAL,  MENTAL,  MEDICAL,  OR  IN- 
STITUTIONAL. Our  actions  have  been  strong  and  far-reaching  to  change  and 

CORRECT  MISCONCEPTIONS  THROUGH  HEARINGS,  LEGISLATIVE  CHANGE,  LAWSUITS,  AD- 
VISORY INPUT,  PUBLICATIONS,  SEMINARS,  AWARENESS  PROGRAMS  AND  MORE,   We 
OFFER  OUR  EXPERIENCE  AND  COOPERATION  IN  AREAS  AND  ISSUES  WHICH  TRULY  ARE 
OF  MUTUAL  CONCERN  TO  US  AND  OTHERS  WITH  DISABILITIES,   THESE  ISSUES  AND 
CONCERNS,  HOWEVER,  ARE  SPECIFIC;  AND  IN  NO  WAY  CAN  WE  OPERATE  IN  AN  ON- 
GOING FASHION  WITH,  OR  SPEAK  FOR,  OTHER  GROUPS  OR  COALITIONS  OF  HANDICAPPED 

persons,  Cooperative  efforts  such  as  the  BFE  504  Training  and  Technical 
Assistance  Program  are  commendable,  essential,  and  progressive,  We  believe 
that  the  formation  of  a  coalition  is  not,  however,'  a  responsibility  of  the 
504  Training  and  Assistance  Program;  and  that  the  pursuit  of  such  a  coali- 
tion WAS  NOT  REPRESENTED  IN  NOTICES  OR  REGISTRATION  MATERIALS.  We  SEEK 

good  will  and  cooperation  with  other  disabled  persons  and  hope  that  our 
position  is  accepted  with  the  same  understanding  which  we  have  tried  to 
convey,  our  position  remains  one  of  opposing  coalitions,  not  cooperation, 
he  cannot  speak  effectively  on  behalf  of  any  group  other  than  the  blind, 
When  people  who  speak  different  languages  come  together  to  converse  some- 
thing IS  BOUND  TO  BE  LOST  IN  THE  TRANSLATION. 

*** 

"Blindness  a  bother,  not  handicap 

From  The  Sumter  Daily  June  30,  1980 
Being  blind  is  a  nuisance  for  Ollie  Heyward,  but  not  a  handicap,  "It  isn't 
easy,"  she  said,  "but  being  blind  doesn't  mean  giving  up  anything,  i  don't 
think  of  it  as  a  handicap;  I  think  of  it  as  a  nuisance,"  Although  Mrs,  Hey- 
ward GAVE  UP  HER  TEACHING  POSITION  WHEN  SHE  BECAME  BLIND,  SHE  CONTINUED 

many  of  the  other  things  she  has  always  done,  besides  being  active  in  the 
Emmanuel  Methodist  Church,  where  she  sings  in  the  choir/  Mrs,  Heyward  is 

A  MEMBER  OF  THE  COMMISSION  ON  EVANGELISM;  THE  BlBLE  STUDY  CLASS;  ZETA  Phi 

Beta  sorority;  the  community  Awareness  Club;  the  School  of  Christian  Mis- 
sion, AND  THE  BOARD  OF  THE  S,  C.  FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 
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These  organizations  keep  her  busy,  but  not  too  busy  to  help  out  when  she 
is  needed.  "i  just  can't  say  no  to  a  good  cause/'  she  said,  ml ke  karve- 
las,  director  of  a  local  unit,  said  he  was  amazed  that  mrs,  heyward  would 
so  cheerfully  devote  her  time  to  helping  others  as  she  did.  "a  lot  of 
sighted  persons  didn't  do  as  much  as  she  did,"  he  said.  mrs,  heyward  lives 
with  her  son,  darrell,  a  senior  at  the  university  of  south  carolina,  in  an 
attractive  house  on  klng  street.  she  said  she  is  very  fortunate  to  have 
Georgia  Brevard,  as  her  companion  and  her  good  friend.  Mrs,  Heyward  enjoys 
many  hobbies,  such  as  cooking  and  baking,'  walking,  traveling,  and  enter- 
TAINING friends.  She  is  also  active  in  all  her  clubs.  "I  know  I  can't 
do  everything,"  mrs,  heyward  said.  "but  things  i  can  do,  i  try  to  do." 
She  enjoys  her  work  with  the  Federation  of  the  Blind  -  she  is  on  the  boare 
of  the  South  Carolina  chapter  and  president  of  the  local  chapter  -  because 
she  can  encourage  other  members,  although  her  first  reaction  to  being 
blind  was  despair'/  mrs,  heyward  said  when  her  son  asked  what  they  were  go- 
ING TO  DO,  SHE  REPLIED,'  "WHAT  ARE  WE  GOING  TO  DO?  We're  GOING  TO  LIVE," 

she  learned  that  despair  didn't  help  and  realized  "i  was  not  the  only  per- 
son who  was  blind.  other  people  are  blind,"  she  spent  five  months  in 
Little  Rock,'  Ark,,  for  general  training  for  the  blind','  which  she  described 
as  "an  awakening,"  "i  learned  that  you  lost  just  your  sight,  and  you  can 
enjoy  many  things  without  sight,"  she  said,  the  group  went  to  the  theatre, 
concerts,  carnivals,  and  on  tours,  the  hardest  part,'  she  said,  was  accept- 
ing the  cane  as  part  of  mobility  training.  "i  never  wanted  that  cane/" 
she  said,  shaking  her  head,  "because  that  cane  means  you  really  are  blind." 
Mrs,  Heyward  paused  remembering,  "Now  I  wouldn't  do  without  it,"  she  said, 
smiling.  Mrs,  Heyward  has  worked  with  the  Headstart  Program  as  a  volunteer 
and  with  the  WCA,  She  has  attended  sessions  at  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the 
Blind  in  Pickens  County  and  recently  attended  a  seminar  at  the  United  Na- 
tions in  Washington.  Although  Mrs.  Heyward  hasn't  been  employed  since  her 
blindness,  she  said  she  would  like  to  have  a  job'/  perhaps  doing  telephone 
work,  She  has  been  working  diligently  to  have  blind  people  accepted  by 

THE  SIGHTED  WORLD,  "Ne  ARE  THE  LAST  TO  BE  EMPOYED,"  MRS.  HEYWARD  LAMENTED, 

"It's  something  we  clamor  for  -  employment  for  the  blind,"  Mrs,  Heyward  has 
been  active  in  the  national  federation  in  trying  to  push  legislation  to 
aid  the  blind,  such  as  allowing  blind  persons  to  sit  on  a  jury,  south  carc 

LINA  APPROVED  THE  LAW  THIS  YEAR.   "We  LOST  BY  ONLY  THREE  VOTES,"  SHE  SAID, 

"But  we'll  be  back  there  next  year." 

*** 
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NFB  OF  SC  FEATURED  IN  BAPTIST  COURIER 
The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  was  prominently 
featured  in  the  may  22  edition  of  the  baptist  courier.  the  publication 
which  reaches  some  126,000  baptists  also  included  a  picture  of  donald 
Capps,  President  of  the  NFB  of  SC,  Some  of  the  article  in  the  Baptist 
Courier  reads  as  follows:  South  Carolina  Baptists  and  others  in  the 
state  who  are  blind  soon  will  be  able  to  hear  the  baptist  courier.  the 
Missions  Department  plans  to  make  South  Carolina  Baptists'  official  news- 
magazine -  AND  THE  LARGEST  CIRCULATION  NEWS  PUBLICATION  IN  THE  STATE  - 

available  to  the  blind  on  90-minute  cassette  tapes  starting  with  the  first 
issue  in  July,  Bernice  Popham,  associate  in  the  Missions  Dept,,  said  the 
tapes  will  be  provided  free  but  must  be  returned  for  use  again,  rlght 
now  the  Missions  Department  is  seeking  volunteers  to  read  the  Courier'.' 
It  also  is  asking  for  help  in  finding  blind  persons  who  want  to  receive 
the  tapes.  Popham  said  the  department  will  work  through  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  and  its  20  centers  in  the  state 
in  addition  to  churches  with  blind  persons  in  their  membership.  bryson 
said  his  departi^ent  also  intends  to  put  on  tape  for  blind  persons  the 
missions  study  books  used  to  promote  the  three  special  offerings  - 
Lottie  Moon,  Annie  Armstrong  and  Mrs,  J,  D,  Chapman, 


**# 


WHAT  MAKES  THE  NFB  OF  SC  THE  GREATEST  ORGANIZATION  IN  THE  WORLD 

by  Wayne  Walters 

I  joined  the  NFB  of  SC  in  1971,  Since  then  I  have  attended  all  but  2 
State  Conventions,  The  1980  convention  exceeds  any  that  I  have  ever 

ATTENDED,   THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  PEOPLE  THIS  YEAR  WAS  UNBELIEVABLE,   THE 
SPEAKERS  WERE  MOST  INFORMATIVE,   PARTICULARLY  THE  LUNCHEON  SPEAKER, 

Len  Hathaway  of  radio  station  WIS,  The  banquet  is  the  greatest  I  have 

EVER  ATTENDED  HIGHLIGHTED  BY  A  MOST  INSPIRING  INVOCATION  GIVEN  BY  FEL- 
LOW FEDERATIONIST  AND  PERSONAL  FRIEND,  McDoNALD  HANCOCK  OF  COLUMBIA'.' 
THE  AWARDS  WERE  GIVEN  TO  MOST  DESERVING  PEOPLE,   I  WISH  TO  EXPRESS  CON- 
GRATULATIONS to  Mrs,  Doris  Bell  for  receiving  the  first  President's  si- 
tation,'  There  is  not  a  more  devoted  member  of  our  organization  than 
Mrs.  Bell  in  my  opinion,  The  1980  convention  was  a  rousing  success 
but  Federationists'  let's  don't  stop,  There  would  not  be  space  in  this 
publication  to  list  all  the  reasons  the  nfb  of  sc  is  the  greatest  organ- 
IZATION IN  THE  WORLD.   In  THE  LEGISLATIVE  AREA  THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  NFB 
OF  SC  IS  UNPRECEDENTED  AND  YET  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE  WHEN  WE  APPROACH  A  LEG- 
ISLATOR OR  A  CONGRESSIONAL  REPRESENTATIVE  IT  IS  DONE  WITH  DIGNITY. 
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THE  ATTITUDE  IN  WHICH  THIS  ORGANIZATION  ASSIES  CONCERNING  EMPLOYMENT 
FOR  THE  BLIND  IS  ANOTHER  AREA  WHICH  MAKES  THIS  ORGANIZATION  GREAT.  We 
BELIEVE  THAT  IT  IS  HONORABLE  THAT  ALL  BLIND  PERSONS  ABLE  TO  WORK  SHOULD 
WORK,   I  BELIEVE  THAT  WE  SHOULD  BE  GOOD  CITIZENS.   I  THINK  WE  SHOULD  ALL 
VOTE  AND  BE  ACTIVE  IN  OUR  COMMUNITIES  AND  CHURCHES.   I  HAVE  NEVER  KNOWN 
AN  ORGANIZATION  WHERE  SUCH  UNITY  EXISTS,   It  IS  THROUGH  THIS  UNITY  OF 

purpose  and  of  mines  and  hearts  that  such  projects  as  the  rocky  30ttom 
Camp  of  the  Blind  could  be  established.  This  is  due  to  the  super  lead- 
ership THAT  WE  HAVE  BOTH  IN  THIS  STATE  HEADED  BY  ONE  OF  THE  MOST  OUTSTAND- 
ing men  that  i  know*,'  donald  capps  and  on  the  national  level  headed  by 
Dr,  Kenneth  Jernigan  who  has  to  be  the  voice  of  the  blind  of  this  nation, 
All  of  us  at  one  time  or  another  have  been  effected  by  discrimination. 
The  NF3  goes  to  bat  at  this  area  for  which  we  all  should  be  eternally 
grateful.  We  are  in  sympathy  with  Mrs,  Mattie  Bell  (Tootsie)  Gatlin  of 
our  Charleston  Chapter  who  after  being  denied  the  right  to  serve  on  a 
jury  soley  on  the  basis  of  blindness  contacted  the  legislators  of  her 
area.  we  are  all  one  big  family,  the  nfb  of  sc  should  now  be  proud  of 

ITS  RELATIONSHIP  WITH  THE  S,  C,  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND.   We  HAVE  NOW 
A  COMMISSIONER,  THE  HONORABLE  MRS,  ^AXINE  BOWLES;'  WHO  IS  BOTH  SENSITIVE 
AND  INTERESTED  IN  THE  NEEDS  OF  THE  BLIND,   THIS  YEAR  AT  OUR  STATE  CONVEN- 
TION I  WAS  GIVEN  THE  HONOR  TO  SERVE  ON  THE  STATE  BOARD.   As  STATED  IN 
MY  CONFIRMATION  REMARKS  I  WILL  SERVE  THIS  ORGANIZATION  WITH  ALL  THE  ABIL- 
ITY GoD  HAS  GIVEN  ME,   I  PERSONALLY  WANT  TO  EXPRESS  MY  LOVE  TO  EVERY  IN- 
DIVIDUAL IN  OUR  ORGANIZATION,   If  ANY  WOULD  LIKE  TO  CORRESPOND  WITH  ME 
YOU  CAN  DO  SO  BY  WRITING  ME  AT  219  I^ARLON  AVENUE,  ANDERSON,'  S,  C,  29624 
OR  TELEPHONE  ME  AT  296-5833, 

FM^Ht  PRESIDENT^  13^SR 
by  Donald  Capps 

This  is  being  written  one  week  after  our  recent  State  Convention  at  the 
Capstone,  So  many  fine  things  occurred  at  the  state  convention,  providing 
inspiration  to  even  those  of  us  who  attended  the  previous  23  state  con- 
ventions. Who  would  have  ever  of  thought  that  in  a  matter  of  a  few  min- 
utes a  state  convention  of  the  bund  would  spontaneously  contribute  more 
than  $2500,00,  When  we  reported  to  the  convention  that  the  State  Board 
has  authorized  us  to  borrow  $12,000.00  to  pay  the  contractor',  we  had  no 
idea  that  it  would  start  the  kind  of  reaction  which  occurred,  however, 
it  was  extremely  heart  warming  and  was  a  fitting  climax  to  a  most  reward- 
ing state  convention, 
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Also,  who  ever  thought  that  Shelia  and  John  Compton  would  have  given 
$500,00  on  their  own  to  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind,  And  then  there 
was  Jerry  Whittle,  after  accepting  the  $250,00  scholarship  with  emotion, 
he  proudly  told  the  some  300  persons  present  at  the  convention  banquet 

THAT  HE  WANTED  ROCKY  BOTTOM  TO  HAVE  THESE  FUNDS,   It  WILL  BE  REMEMBERED 

that  Jerry  was  the  first  camp  caretaker  at  Rocky  Bottom  in  the  summer 
of  1979',  And  if  that  was  not  enough,  a  short  while  later  during  the 
Sunday  morning  session,  delegates  gave  or  pledged  nearly  $700,00  to  the 
1981  Baltimore  convention  fund','  More  than  $3,000,00  was  given  or  pledg- 
ed BY  DELEGATES  AT  THE  SUNDAY  MORNING  SESSION  OF  THE  CONVENTION,   WHAT 

a  glorious  demonstration  of  love  and  devotion,  how  can  a  state  president 
ever  be  to  grateful  for  that  kind  of  dedicated  membership,  there  was  no 
hint  of  tension  or  disunity  throughout  the  convention,  every  delegate 
seemed  to  sense  the  great  work  done  by  the  nfb  of  sc  and  its  collective 
leadership  as  well  as  this  entire  membership  statewide.  no  one  seemed 
to  doubt  the  quality  of  the  work  done  by  the  nfb  of  sc  including  guest 
speakers  and  dignitaries  attending  the  convention  banquet,  there  was 
a  kind  of  fellowship  and  understanding  which  can  only  be  felt  by  members 
of  an  organization  which  is  truly  in  touch  with  the  aspirations  of  its 
members,  also'/  who  would  have  ever  dreamed  that  the  state  convention 
which  had  only  four  chapters  a  decade  ago  in  1970  would  have  grown  to 
where  it  now  has  19  chapters  and  2  divisions,  who  would  have  dreamed 
that  105  South  Carolinians  would  attend  the  National  Convention  in  a 
distant  state  like  minnesota,  who  would  have  dreamed  that  so  many  new 
faces  would  appear  on  the  scene  providing  new  leadership  on  the  local  and 
state  level,  not  withstanding  many  challenges  which  lie  ahead  it  has 

BEEN  A  GOOD  YEAR,   At  NO  TIME  IN  THE  PAST  HAS  THE  NFB  OF  SC  HAD  MORE 

public  spirited  citizens  working  with  the  organization,  presently  there 
are  prominent  sighted  persons  throughout  south  carolina  who  are  working 
with  the  nfb  of  sc  in  a  long  range  plan  to  develop  rocky  bottom  camp  of 
the  Blind,  While  the  development  of  Rocky  Bottom  is  utmost  these  citi- 
zens HAVE  ALSO  BECOME  ACQUAINTED  WITH  THE  OVERALL  PROBLEMS  OF  THE  BLIND 
AND  THEIR  INTEREST  IS  MUCH  DEEPER  THAN  JUST  ROCKY  BOTTOM,   THIS  IS  IMPOR- 
TANT AS  CAMPING  AND  RECREATION  AS  IMPORTANT  AS  THEY  ARE  REPRESENT  ONLY 
A  SMALL  FRACTION  OF  THE  TOTAL  NEEDS  OF  THE  BLIND.   PUBLIC  AWARENESS  OF 
THE  NEEDS  OF  THE  BLIND  IS  AN  ESSENTIAL  INGREDIENT  IN  IMPROVING  THE  QUAL- 
ITY OF  THE  LIFE  OF  THE  BLIND,  HOWEVER,   THE  NFB  OF  SC  WILL  CONTINUE  TO 
WORK  WITH  MANY  DIFFERENT  GROUPS  IN  A  VARIETY  OF  PROGRAMS  DESIGNED  TO 
BETTER  THE  LIVES  OF  BLIND  PERSONS, 


-2/4- 

While  there  will  be  discouragement  and  temporary  set  backs  as.  life  works 
that  way,  we  are  convinced  that  hard  work,  good  judgement,  and  intelli- 
gent planning  will  pave  the  way  for  continued  progress,  let's  not  have 
anyone  deter  us  in  our  progress  on  the  stairway  to  independence, 

*** 

FINAL  THOUGHT 
"Deadly  Words" 
a  woman  was  being  shown  around  a  thriving  blble  camp  when  she  came  across 
a  small  burial  ground,  her  guide  said,  "the  camp  you  see  today  might 

NOT  HAVE  EXISTED  WITHOUT  THIS  CEMETERY,"   HE  EXPLAINED:   "In  THE  EARLY 
DAYS,  WHEN  THIS  CAMP  WAS  ONLY  A  DREAM,  SOMEBODY  WAS  ALWAYS  SAYING,  ' If 
WE  HAD  THE  MONEY  WE'D  BUILD, '  OR  'We  CAN'T  BUILD  NOwV  OR  'It's  IMPOSSI- 
BLE TO  GO  AHEAD/   WE  WERE  STYMIED  UNTIL  WE  CAME  UP  WITH  A  DRAMATIC  IDEA 
FOR  GETTING  RID  OF  OUR  STUMBLING  BLOCKS,   We  BURIED  THEM!"   THE  VISITOR 
TOOK  A  CLOSER  LOOK  AT  THE  GRAVESTONES,   "HERE  LIE  WORDS  THAT  HINDER," 
SAID  ONE,  AND  ON  THE  OTHER  THREE  WERE  CARVED  THE  WORDS:   "If,"  "Can't" 

and  "Impossible", 
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OSTERNECK  COTTAGE 
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EDITOR:  DONALD  C.  CAPPS 
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THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  FORHERLY 

KNOW  AS  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AURORA  CLUB  OF  THE  BLIND;  IMC.  IS  CHARTER™ 

ED  UNDER  THE  LAMS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  TO  PROMOTE.  THE  SOCIAL, 

SPIRITUAL  AND  ECONOMIC  WELL-BEING  OF  ALL  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

THE  PALMETTO  BLIND  IS  PROVIDED  FREE  OF  CHARGE  BY  THE  NATIONAL 
FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  TO  ITS  MEMBERS  AND  OTHER 
INTERESTED  PERSONS  AND  IS  AVAILABLE  IN  PRINT,  OPEN  REEL  AND  AUDIO  CAS- 
SETTE EDITIONS.  THE  AUDIO  EDITION  IS  A  SERVICE  OF  THE  FEDERATION  CEN- 
TER OF  THE  BLIND. 

READERS  WHO  RECEIVE  THE  OPEN  REEL  AND  AUDIO  CASSETTE  EDITIONS  ARE 
REQUESTED  TO  HANDLE  THE  TAPES  WITH  CARE  AND  TO  RETURN  THEM  PROMPTLY  FOR 
THE  BENEFIT  OF  OTHER  USERS.  IF  YOU  SHOULD  RECEIVE  A  BAD  TAPE,  PLEASE 
LET  THE  CENTER  KNOW  BY  DROPPING  US  A  NOTE  ENCLOSED  WITH  THE  BAD  CASSETTE 
SO  THAT  APPROPRIATE  ACTION  MAY  BE  TAKEN  TO  REMOVE  THAT  CASSETTE  FROM  OUR 
LIBRARY. 

IF  YOU  ON  :  FRIEND  WISH  TO  REMEMBER  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AURORA  CLUB 
OF  THE  BLIND,  INC.,  ALSO  KNOWN  AS  THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND 
OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  IN  YOUR  WILL  YOU  CAN  DO  SO  BY  EMPLOYING  THE  FOLLOWING 
LANGUAGE? 

■'I  GIVE,  DEVISE  AND  BEQUEATH  UNTO  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA 
AURORA  CLUB  OF  THE  BLIND,  INC.,  ALSO  KNOWN  AS  THE  NATIONAL 
FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  P.  0.  BOX  W4, 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  THE  SUM  OF  $ (OR  " PERCENT  OF  MY 

NET  ESTATE",  OR  "THE  FOLLOWING  STOCKS  AND  BONDS: ") 

TO  BE  USED  FOR  ITS  WORTHY  PURPOSES  ON  BEHALF  OF  BLIND  PER- 
SONS AND  TO  BE  HELD  AND  ADMINISTERED  BY  DIRECTION  OF  ITS 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS, " 
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FOR  THE  FIRST  TirC 

For  the  first  time  the  blind  of  South  Carolina  are  able  to  enjoy  year- 
round  RECREATION  AND  FELLOWSHIP  AT  A  MOUNTAIN  RETREAT.   FURTHERMORE  IT 

is  a  free  service  to  south  carolina's  blind.  here  is  how  it  happened. 
it  was  a  cool  crisp  autumn  evening  two  years  ago  in  october  of  1978 
when  the  first  meeting  was  held  between  officials  of  the  nfb  of  sc  and 
Pickens  County.  This  highly  important  meeting  was  arranged  through  the 
good  office  of  south  carolina's  distinguished  comptroller  general  hon- 
ORABLE Earle  E.  Morris,  Jr.,   a  native  of  Pickens  County.  Five  per- 
sons ATTENDED  THE  MEETING.   THEY  INCLUDED  flR.  MARVIN  ElLENBURG,  CHAIR- 
MAN of  Pickens  County  Council,,  Dr.  William  Coffeen,  Chairman  of  the 
Pickens  County  Recreation  Commission,  Suzanne  Bridges,  Executive  Direc- 
tor of  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind,  and  NFB  of  SC  President, 
Donald  C.  Capps,  along  with  his  wife  Betty.  Mr.  Ellenburg  is  a  banker 
in  Easley  and  Dr.  Coffeen  is  on  the  faculty  of  Clemson  University.  It 
was  a  splendid  meeting  and  the  fairly  long  trip  back  home  from  Easley 
to  Columbia  seemed  much  shorter  because  of  the  enthusiasm  and  encourage 
ment  stemming  from  that  meeting.  two  months  later  federation  officials 
got  the  good  news  they  had  been  waiting  for  as  official  word  was  recei- 
VED that  Pickens  County  Council  had  voted  to  approve  the  Federation's 

APPLICATION  TO  OPERATE  A  YEAR-ROUND  CAMP  AS  A  FREE  SERVICE  TO  ALL  THE 
state's  BLIND, 

TWO  YEARS  LATER 

TWO  YEARS  HAVE  NOW  ELAPSED  AND  ROCKY  BOTTOM  CAMP  OF  THE  BLIND,  ONLY  A 
DREAM  THAT  AUTUMN  EVENING  IN  OCTOBER  1973,  IS  A  REALITY,   THE  MRB  OF  SC 
ACCEPTED  THE  CHALLENGE  AND  HAS  JUSTIFIED  THE  CONFIDENCE  AND  FAITH  DEM- 
ONSTRATED IN  THE  ORGANIZATION  BY  PlCKENS  COUNTY  OFFICIALS.   PLANS  IM- 
MEDIATELY WENT  FORWARD  TO  CONVERT  THE  OLD  4-H  CAMP  CLOSED  MORE  THAN  A 
DECADE  EARLIER  INTO  A  FUNCTIONAL  MOUNTAIN  RETREAT  FOR  THE  BLIND  OF  THE 
STATE.   AN  EXPANSION  PROGRAM  GOT  UNDER  WAY  ALMOST  IMMEDIATELY.   A  SMALL 
COTTAGE  WAS  RENOVATED.   LATER  THIS  COTTAGE  WAS  DOUBLED  IN  SIZE  AND  IS 
KNOWN  AS  OSTERNECK  COTTAGE.   IT  IS  A  BEAUTIFUL  FACILITY  WITH  MORE  THAN 
■5,000  SQUARE  FEET  AND  WILL  ACCOMMODATE  36  PERSONS, 

DEVELOPMENT  CONTINUES 

TWO  YEARS  AGO  WHEN  ROCKY  BOTTOM  CAMP  OF  THE  BLIND  WAS  STILL  JUST  A 
DREAM,  THAT'S  ALL  IT  WAS,  A  DREAM  ONLY.   THERE  WAS  PLENTY  OF  EXCITEMENT 
AND  ENTHUSIASM  BUT  NO  RESOURCFS  OR  FUNDING. 
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slnce  that  time,  however,  the  rocky  bottom  camp  of  the  blind  project 
has  realized  contributions  in  excess  of  ^ 160, 090  in  the  form  of  cash 
gifts,  materials  and  services,  "laturally  a  substantial  portion  of 
financial  support  has  gone  into  the  erection  of  osterneck  cottage. 
However,  this  beautiful  facility  is  now  valued  in  excess  of  $200,000, 
Keep  in  hind  that  all  of  this  has  come  about  during  the  past  2[\   months, 
While  many  different  groups  and  individuals  have  made  significant  con- 
tributions, the  NFB  of  SC  has  provided  the  leadership  and  inspiration. 

BLIND  THROUGHOUT  THE  STATE  VISIT  ROCKY  BOTTOM 
While  camping  at  Rocky  Bottom  by  the  state's  blind  was  necessarily  lim- 
ited in  1979  the  completion  of  Osterneck  Cottage  in  1980  accelerated 
attendance.  Blind  groups  as  well  as  couples  and  individuals  from  thr- 
oughout South  Carolina  have  enjoyed  time  spent  at  Rocky  Bottom.  Natur- 
ally weekends  at  the  camp  are  more  popular  as  weekends  afford  more  free 
time  for  leisure  and  recreation.  However,  some  groups  and  individuals 
have  spent  up  to  one  week  at  the  CAMP.  MOST  local  organizations  of  the 

BLIND  LOCATED  THROUGHOUT  THE  STATE  HAVE  PAID  A  VISIT  TO  ROCKY  BOTTOM. 

The  Columbia  Chapter  of  the  !'*FB  of  SC  which  has  traditionally  enjoyed 
a  mountain  retreat  during  the  Labor  Day  weekend  for  nearly  20  years 
especially  enjoyed  the  1930  Labor  Day  weekend  at  Rocky  Bottom.  A  num- 
ber OF  BLIND  PERSONS  FROM  THE  COLUMBIA  AREA  VISITED  ROCKY  BOTTOM  FOR 
THE  FIRST  TIME.   A.S  A  MATTER  OF  FACT  IT  WAS  THE  FIRST  VISIT  TO  THE  MOUN- 
TAINS FOR  SOME.   THE  SAME  CAN  BE  SAID  FOR  OTHER  BLIND  PERSONS  THROUGH- 
OUT THE  STATE.   ROCKY  BOTTOM  CAMP  OF  THE  BLIND  AFFORDS  A  DIFFERENT  AND 
UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AND  RECREATION.   BLIND  SOUTH  CAROLIN- 
IANS IN  ALL  WALKS  OF  LIFE,  INCLUDING  THE  VERY  YOUNG  TO  THE  MOST  SENIOR 
BLIND,  LOVE  ROCKY  BOTTOM.   THE  NFB  OF  SC  IS  PROUD  OF  THIS  BEAUTIFUL 
SERVICE. 

SERVICE,  A  TRADEMARK  OF  FEDERATION I STS 
Speaking  of  service,  for  several  weeks  Reba  and  McDonald  Hancock  have 
been  providing  a  valuable  service  to  the  nfb  of  sc,  slnce  the  middle 
of  September  Reba  and  McDonald  have  been  at  Rocky  Bottom  lending  a  help- 
ing hand.  Their  assistance  was  needed  as  the  camp's  former  Administra- 
tive Assistant,  Mary  McMillan,  was  expecting  the  stork  on  September  22. 
Incidentally,  the  NFB  of  SC  congratulates  Nary  and  Doug  McMillan  on  the 
birth  of  a  son  Thursday,  October  2,  The  McMillan's  left  Rocky  Bottom 
Camp  of  the  Blind  as  of  November  1.  Doug  accepted  a  position  with  Dar- 
lington County  and  they  are  now  residing  in  Lamar.  The  ilFB  of  SC  ap- 
preciates the  services  of  both  Mary  and  Doug  and  extend  sincere  best 
wishes  for  every  success  in  their  new  endeavor. 
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The  Palmetto  Blind  has  learned  that  McDonald  Hancock  recently  walked 
for  some  !4h  miles  from  osterneck  cottage  to  the  lookout  tower  perched 
high  atop  Sassafras  Mountain.  It  is  uphill  all  the  way  and  stlep  at 
many  points.  sassafras  mountain  is  the  highest  point  in  south  caro- 
lina with  an  elevation  of  nearly  3,600  feet.  congratulations  to  jfc- 
donald.  ;iot  bad  for  a  gentleman  who  is  more  than  three  score  amd  ten,. 

NEEDS 
While  the  NHJ  of  SC  has  done  remarkably  well  during  the  past  ?J\   months 
in  the  development  of  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  there  is  still 
great  need.  As  already  indicated  many  individuals  and  groups,  both 
sighted  and  blind,  have  generously  contributed  to  the  project.  Fre- 
quently NFB  of  SC  officials  are  told  of  special  needs  of  the  camp.  For 
the  most  part  Federation  officials  are  aware  of  these  special  needs. 
Also,  it  can  be  said  without  equivocation  that  Federation  officials 
have  and  continue  to  put  forth  as  much  effort  as  possible  to  meet  these 
needs,  For  example,  improved  bedding  is  needed  and  plans  are  under  way 
at  this  time  to  meet  that  particular  need.  however,  everyone  recog- 
nizes or  should  recognize  that  financial  support  is  needed  including 
money  to  purchase  better  bedding.  thus,  as  more  and  more  individuals 
and  groups  visit  rocky  bottom  and  marvel  at  the  progress  already  made 
but  also  observe  needs,  the  best  way  to  meet  these  meeds  is  to  make 
out  a  check  to  rocky  bottom  camp  of  the  blind.  this  is  not  to  say  thai 
other  services  are  not  also  needed  and  wanted  but  the  greatest  need  at 
the  camp  at  this  time  is  financial  support.  let's  all  pitch  in  and  ho 
our  part  and  these  needs  will  eventually  be  met. 

GIGANTIC  YARD  SALE  PLANS  f 
a  gigantic  yard  sale  is  being  sponsored  on  saturday,  november  29,  by 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Richland/Lexington  County  Campaign  for 
Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind,  Hiss  Lou  Brooks,  a  member  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee,  is  heading  up  this  unique  project.  For  several  week: 
the  Committee  has  been  acquiring  a  variety  of  items  for  the  yard  sale. 
The  Ruff  Building  located  at  the  S.  C.  State  Fairgrounds  has  been  re- 
served FOR  THE  EXTRAVAGANZA.   M,ANY  PERSONS  ARE  ACTIVELY  INVOLVED  IN 

making  this  special  event  a  resounding  success,  wis  radio  will  be  on 
the  scene  with  a  live  broadcast.  len  hathaway  the  widely  listened  to 
morning  man  from  wis  will  be  the  host.  i^any  individuals  and  organiza- 
tions have  contributed  articles  for  the  sale.  the  federation  center  0; 
the  Blind  is  currently  running  out  of  space.  Warehouse  space  provided 
by  General  Sales  is  also  being  used. 


Mrs.  L  P.  Armstrong,  a  member  of  the  Center's  Advisory  Board,  is  the 
overall  chairperson  for  the  rlchland/lexington  county  campaign.  in 
addition  to  the  miscellaneous  merchandise  which  will  be  offered  for 
s'-le,  there  will  be  a  bake  contest  with  ribbons  being  awarded  by  the 
judges,  Dave  Bullard,  also  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  is  in 

CHARGE  OF  THE  FOOD  SERVICE.   It  IS  UNDERSTOOD  THAT  Hr ,  HAMBURGLAR  FROM 

McDonalds  will  be  present  for  this  festive  occasion.  Word  also  has  it 
that  even  santa  claus  might  show  up.  a  great  deal  of  hard  work  has  .al- 
ready gone  into  this  gigantic  yard  sale.  all  merchandise  has  been  ap- 
propriately marked  and  this  in  and  of  itself  has  been  very  time  con- 
suming, '"fembers  of  the  executive  committee  have  given  unselfishly  of 
their  time  and  are  to  be  commended  for  their  dedication  to  the  rocky 
Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  project.  It  is  not  possible  to  mention  all  of 
the  good  people  who  are  associated  with  this  gigantic  yard  sale  but  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  is  grateful  to  all 
of  them,  They  have  our  respect  and  admiration, 

ROCKY  BOTTOM  BENEFITS  STATE'S  BilliD  IN  OTHER  WAYS 
While  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  is  providing  wholesome  recreation 
and  great  fellowship,  the  blind  of  the  state  are  also  reaping  other 
benefits.  this  is  due  largely  to  the  participation  of  so  many  differ- 
ent individuals  and  groups  in  the  rocky  bottom  project,  as  a  result, 
much  public  awareness  has  been  focussed  on  the  state's  blind  popula- 
TION, Thus,  the  general  public  which  supports  the  concept  of  a  whole- 
some CAMPING  EXPERIENCE  FOR  THE  BLIND  ALSO  RECOGNIZES  TOE  THAN  EVER 

before  the  importance  of  improved  public  attitudes  and  the  abilities 
of  the  blind.  the  news  media  has  done  a  good  job  in  spreading  the  word 
about  Rocky  Bottom,  At  the  same  time  the  news  media  has  picked  up  on 
the  overall  needs  of  the  blind,  a  prime  example  of  this  valuable  cov- 
erage is  demonstrated  in  the  following  article, 

AIKEjn!  COUNTIANS  LAUNCH  DRIVE  FOR  ROCKY  BOTTOM  CAMP  OF  THE  BLIND 
FROM  THE  AIKEM  COUNTY  RAMBLER,  AUGUST  28,  1930 

A  CAMP  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WHICH  WILL  BE  AN  "ATTITUDE  CENTER"  AS  WELL  AS  PRO 
VIDING  OUTDOOR  RECREATIONAL  ACTIVITIES,  WAS  DESCRIBED  AT  A  DINNER  MEET- 
ING OF  ABOUT  50  CIVIC  LEADERS  OF  A I  KEN  COUNTY  LAST  FRIDAY  NIGHT.   THE 
CAMP  IS  LOCATED  NORTH  OF  PlCKENS  AT  THE  FOOT  OF  SASSAFRAS  MOUNTAIN  AND 
INCLUDES  WOODLANDS,  A  CREEK  WITH  MUSICAL  WATERFALLS,  AND  AMPLE  OPEN 
GROUND  FOR  ACTIVITIES.   LAND  FOR  THE  CAMP,  TO  BE  KNOWN  AS  ROCKY  BOTTOM 

Camp  of  the  Blind,  was  deeded  to  the  South  Carolina  chapter  of  the  i'jFB 
in  1979,  Already  a  dormitory  for  36  persons  has  been  built. 
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Plans  include  additional  cottages,  a  dining  hall  and  auditorium.  Con- 
troller General  Earle  E.  Morris  of  South  Carolina/  who  has  long  been  ac- 
tive IN  PROGRAMS  FOR  THE  HANDICAPPED,  CAME  FROM  COLUMBIA  TO  HELP  LAUNCH 

A  drive  in  Aiken  County  on  behalf  of  the  project,  Earlene  Gardner;  who 

IS  LEGALLY  BLIND/  BUT  WHO  EARNED  A  UNIVERSITY  DEGREE  SUMMA  CUM  LAUDE 
WHILE  REARING  FOUR  CHILDREN,  WAS  MISTRESS  OF  CEREMONIES.   "BLINDNESS 
DOES  NOT  NEED  TO  BE  A  HANDICAP.   !T  IS  A  NUISANCE  THAT  CAN  BE  OVERCOME/' 
SHE  TOLD  THE  AUDIENCE.   SHE  DESCRIBED  HER  OWN  LOVE  OF  THE  WOODS  AS  A 
CHILD,  WHILE  SHE  STILL  HAD  VISION,  AND  WHAT  THE  EXPERIENCE  AT  CAMP  COULD 
MEAN  TO  THE  BLIND.   EARLE  MORRIS,  WHO  IS  FROM  PlCKENS  COUNTY,  SAID  TH£ 
CAMP  WAS  THE  FIRST  REGIONAL  l\~\\   CAMP  UNTIL  CLOSED  IN  1967.   It  WAS  ALSO 
THE  SITE  OF  "GOOD  Iff'LL  SUPPERS  ?  HELD  DURING  EACH  ELECTION  YEAR,  WHICH 
DREW  POLITICIANS  AND  PROMINENT  CITIZENS  FROM  THROUGHOUT  THE  STATE.  LYN- 
DON Johnson  once  spoke  there  when  he  was  campaigning  as  a  vice  president 
Morris  related  how  he  first  became  aware  of  the  needs  of  the  blind.  "I 

WAS  AN  ADVERSARY  AND  NOT  AN  ADVOCATE/"  HE  ADMITTED.   A  STATE  COMMISSION 
FOR  THE  BLIND  WAS  PROPOSED,  AND  AS  A  LEGISLATOR  AT  THAT  TIME  HE  WAS  A~ 
GAINST  IT.   To  HIS  SURPRISE  HE  WAS  APPOINTED  TO  THE  COMMISSION  AND  BE- 
CAME ITS  CHAIRMAN.   "AFTER  SIX  MONTHS  I  WAS  A  CONVERT, *  HE  DECLARED.   He 
NOTED  THAT  IN  THE  10'lO's  AND  50 's  'THE  TOTAL  SERVICE  TO  THE  BLIND  WAS  A 
WELFARE  CHECK,   THEY  CAME  UNDER  THE  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT,   AND  THERE  WAS 
ALSO  A  WORKSHOP  WHERE  THEY  MADE  BROOMS,"'   He  SAID  HE  LEARNED  THEY  "CAN 
DO  ANYTHING  YOU  AND  I  CAN  DO  AND  OFTEN  DO  IT  BETTER/'   DONALD  C.  CAPPS, 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  S.C.  CHAPTER  OF  THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  THE  BLIND 
AND  FIRST  NATIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENT,  TOLD  THE  GATHERING  THAT  ALTHOUGH  MUCH 
HAS  BEEN  ACCOMPLISHED,  THERE  IS  STILL  70  PERCENT  UNEMPLOYMENT  AMONG  THE 
BLIND.   A  VIVACIOUS  YOUNG  WOMAN,  SUZANNE  BRIDGES,  WHO  IS  EXECUTIVE  DI- 
RECTOR of  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind,  also  spoke  in  behalf  of 
Rocky  Bottom  Camp.  Few  in  the  audience  were  aware  before  they  spoke 
that  both  Capps  and  Miss  Bridges  are  blind.  Climaxing  the  program  a 
drive  for  $25,900  was  launched  in  Aiken  County  to  aid  the  camp,  Each 
person  at  the  meeting  will  contact  civic  groups  and  businesses  in  the 
next  two  weeks.  Earlene  Gardner  heads  the  committee  spearheading  the 
campaign,  Others  on  the  committee  are  Carole  Wise,  Margaret  Epley,  Bill 
Jennings,  Sue  Roe,  Hwi  and  Mrs.  Dan  Lewis,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Sammy  Willis, 
Pamela  Thornton,  Florence  Handy  and  the  Rev.  George  Koon, 

SOUTHERN  BELL  TELEPHONE  PIONEERS  VISIT  ROCKY  BOTTOM 
Southern  Bell  Telephone  Pioneers  from  throughout  South  Carolina  converg- 
ed on  Rocky  Bottom  Saturday,  October  26. 
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Having  already  donated  several  needed  appliances  to  Qsterneck  Cottage, 
it  was  the  first  time  that  Telephone  Pioneers  from  throughout  South  Ca- 
rolina had  visited  Rocky  Bottom.  They  liked  what  they  saw.  The  Pio- 
neers CAME  FOR  BOTH  WORK  AND  FELLOWSHIP.   IN  ADDITION  THE  PlONEERS 

brought  with  them  a  number' of  picnic  tables  and  benches  -  a  valuable 
addition  to  rocky  bottom  camp  of  the  blind,  the  highly  irregular  and 
hazardous  steps  to  the  sam  lawton  memorial  assembly  hall  are  no  longer 
hazardous  as  the  ploneers  constructed  railings  which  will  provide  sup- 
port and  safety.  also,  the  ploneers  did  a  great  deal  of  work  in  the 
old  dining  hall  as  the  different  items  stored  there  are  now  in  better 
order.  Sandwiched  between  all  these  activities  was  a  delightful  380 
and  a  showing  of  the  sound/slide  documentary  which  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
The  flFB  of  SC  is  grateful  to  the  Telephone  Pioneers  for  their  inieresi 
and  support.  You  are  welcome  at  Rocky  Bottom  at  anytime. 

SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  MSSIBNS  AMD  MR  OF  SC  CO-SPONSORS  SEMINAR 
The  mission  board  of  the'S.C.  Baptist  Convention  and  the  NFB  of  SC  will 
co-sponsor  a  seminar  at  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  the  weekend  of 
December  8  &  7.  Hhile  the  seminar  will  consist  primarily  of  members. of 
the  State  Board  and  State  Officers  others  will  also  be  in  attendance. 
Miss  Bernice  Popham  who  addressed  the  State  Convention  will  coordinate 
religious  services.  A  LOO  luncheon,  Saturday,  December  6,  will  get 
the  seminar  under  way.  this  will  be  followed  by  a  session  on  equality 
of  jury  service  by  the  blind.  mlss  popham  will  then  lead  the  group  with 
a  devotional  service  after  which  dinner  will  be  served.  saturday  even- 
ing has  been  set  aside  for  a  special  christmas  party  for  all  in  attend- 
ance, it  will  be  the  first  time  the  blind  of  the  state  have  observed 
Christmas  at  Rocky  Bottom  and  everyone  is  excited  about  this.  .  Following 
Sunday  morning's  ereakfast  Hiss  Popham  will  again  lead  the  group.  After 
this  there  will  ae  a  three  hour  session  dedicated  exclusively  to  the 
future  development  of  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind.  With  regard  to 
the  project,  the  past,  present  and  future  will  be  evaluated.  Additional 
programs  will  be  set  into  motion  with  many  persons  called  upon  to  imple- 
ment these  programs.  Sunday's  luncheon  will  conclude  the  two  day  semi- 
nar which  will  be  highly  important  to  all  blind  South  Carolinians.  The 
NFB  of  SC  is  proud  to  join  the  missions  board  of  the  S.C.  Baptist  Con- 
vention IN  CO  -SPONSORING  THIS  RoCKY  BuilUM  SEMINAR>  THE  FIRST  OF  ITS 
TYPE. 
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GOVERNOR  RILEY  APPOINTS  FEDERALISTS 
TO  BOARD  OF  THE  OMISSION  FOR  THE  3LIHD 

Two  Federationists,  Mrs.  Mattie  3ell  "Tootsie"  Gatlin  of  Charleston  and 
Mrs-,  Patricia  Patrick  of  Darlington  have  been  appointed  by  Governor 
Dick  Riley  to  the  Board  of  the  S.C.  Commission  for  the  Blind0  Their 
appointments  were  confirmed  during  a  special  session  of  the  S.C,  Senate 
in  August.  Thus,  "Irs.  Gatlin  and  Hfts,  Patrick  join  a  distinguished 
list  of  Federation i sts  who  have  served  on  the  Board  of  the  Commission 
for  the  Blind  from  its  inception  in  1966.  This  is  not  surprising  when 
considering  the  fact  that  it  was  the  Federation  which  battled  gallantly 
against  many  opponents  in  working  with  the  General  Assembly  to  create 
the  Commission  for  the  Blind.  The  Federation's  distinguished  founder, 
then  the  Aurora  Club,  Dr.  Samuel  Miller  Iawton,  was  the  first  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  the  S,C.  Commission  for  the  Blind.  Br.  Lawton  served 
as  chairman  until  his  death  in  1972,  Irs.  Gatlin  replaces  ?1rs.  Onnie 
Darham  of  Columbia  who  has  served  on  the  Commission's  Board  for  some 
1\  years  or  since  the  first  of  1973.  having  long  been  active  in  work 
with  the  blind  through  her  activities  in  the  mr  of  sc,  .mrs.  gatlin 
brings  to  the  commission  board  many  years  of  valuable  experience  in 
first  hand  work  with  the  blind.  presently  she  serves  as  president  of 
the  Charleston  Cahpter  of  the  11FB  of  SC  and  Second  Vice  President  of 
the  State  Organization.  [Irs.  Gatlin  is  a  very  gracious  lady  with  an 
attractive  demeanor.  She  will  serve  the  Commission  well  and  even  dur- 
ing disagreement,  Mrs,  Gatlin  is  able  to  avoid  an  abrasive  personality, 
Firs.  Patrick,  who  is  sighted,  is  no  stranger  to  programs  for  the  blind. 
The  r^OTHER  of  a  blind  child,  and  an  itinerant  teacher  of  the  blind,  Mrs. 
Patrick  will  give  the  Commission's  Board  needed  balance.  She  replaces 
Mr.  A,  Peter  Anselmo  who  passed  away  earlier  this  year.  Federationists 
will  remember  the  stirring  addresses  given  by  Mrs.  Patrick  at  a  Colum- 
bia Chapter  meeting  and  at  the  1979  State  Convention.  In  addition  to 
being  a  member  of  the  tifb  of  sc  mrs',  patrick  is  also  active  in  the 
State's  Association  for  Parents  of  Visually  Handicapped  Children.  Un- 
questionably, both  Mrs.  Gatlin  and  Mrs.  Patrick  are  imminently  quali- 
fied. They  will  provide  stability  to  the  Commission's  Board.  Undoubt- 
edly, Governor  Riley  carefully  considered  many  candidates  for  these  two 
Board  positions  and  concluded  that  Mrs,  Gatlin  and  Mrs.  Patrick  were 

THE  BEST  CANDIDATES.   THE  NFB  OF  SC  CONGRATULATES  ;1rS.  GATLIN  AND  MRS. 

Patrick  as  it  knows  that  both  will  do  all  they  possibly  can  to  be  of 
service  to  all  the  blind  of  the  state. 
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Naturally  the  ;1FB  of  SC  is  proud  of  its  track  record  in  having  the  kind 

OF  MEMBERSHIP  WHICH  PRODUCES  LEADERS,   It  ALSO  SPEAKS  WELL  OF  THE  NFB 
OF  SC  WHEN  THE  CHIEF  EXECUTIVE  OF  THE  STATE  APPOINTS  TWO  PERSONS  WHO 
ARE  KNOWN  TO  BE  PROMINENTLY  INVOLVED  IN  THE  PROGRESSIVE  PROGRAMS  OF  THE 

Federation,  The  NFS  of  SC  extends  sincere  best  wishes  to  both  Mrs.  Gat- 
lin  and  Mrs,  Patrick  in  their  new  responsibilities. 
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LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR  COMMENDS  M   OF  SC 

Dear  Mr.  Cappss 

FIany,  many  thanks  for  the  copy  of  ''The  Palmetto  Blind",  and  congrat- 
ulations on  such  a  successful  State  Convention, 

It  is  apparent  that  the  NFB  of  SC  is  making  great  strides  in  meet- 
ing THE  NEEDS  OF  THE  BLIND  DOTH  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AND  NATIONALLY.   ALL 

South  Carolinians  can  be  proud  of  your  participation  in  the  National 

Convention  with  105  delegates. 

I  wish  you  the  best  in  your  future  conventions  and  projects.  Again, 

thank  you  for  the  copy  of  "The  Palmetto  Blind"!,  and  please  let  me  know 

if  i  can  ever  be  of  any  assistance, 

Sincerely, 

Nancy  Stevenson 

»*# 

FEDERAI 1 0!i  CENTER  M  fef  PARK  I  KG  AREA 

The  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  was  completed  in  October  of  1961. 
From  the  outset,  there  was  a  parking  problem.  However,  that  situation 
has  been  solved,  The  Federation  Center  now  has  a  beautiful  new  park- 
ing area  which  will  accommodate  approximately  25  vehicles.  Complete 
with  electrically  lighted  enter  and  exit  signs,  the  project  will  cost 

IN  EXCESS  OF  $15,009,   In  ADDITION  TO  THE  PARKING  LOT,  GRADING  AND  LAND- 
scaping coupled  with  the  planting  of  winter  rye  have  enhanced  the  center 
and  grounds,  3'jew  shrubbery  and  flowers  have  also  been  added  and  beau- 
tify the  property.  this  splendid  program  was  under  the  leadership  of 
Mr.  Joe  Edens,  Sr,,  Chairman  of  the  Center's  Improvements  Committee  and 
a  charter  member  of  the  Center's  Advisory  Committee.  Everyone  connectei 

WITH  THIS  FINE  PROJECT  IS  VERY  PROUD.   It  REPRESENTS  ANOTHER  MILESTONE 
IN  THE  CONTINUING  GROWTH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  FEDERATION  CENTER.   As 
ALWAYS  THE  BLIND  ATTEMPTED  10  DO  THEIR  PART  AS  THEY  CONTRIBUTED  SOME 
£2,500  TO  THE  PROJECT. 
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FIRS,  jJJMi  WRITES  FROli  RICHMOMD 

(Editor's  notes  Mrs.  Lawton  is  faking  steady  progress  from  a  heart  at- 
tack. SHE  HAD  RECENTLY,   DURING  HER  CONVALESCENCE  SHE  IS  RESIDING  WITH 

her  son  Dr.  Frank  Lawton  in  Richmond.) 

■fe.  Alice  Lawton.,  beloved  widow  of  our  distinguished  founder  Dr.  Sam 
?1.  Lawton,  writes  as  follows:  Thanks  for  your  love  and  prayers  during 
m   hospital  stay.  It's  a  wonderful  miracle  that  I'm  Up  and  about!  It's 
great  hearing  about  rocky  bottoms  i  look  forward  to  more.  glve  my 
love  to  all.  Alice  Stockton  Lawton 

3LIHD  ITO  reaches  goals 

From  the  Index- Journal 

(Editor's  note:  Mr.  Armfield  is  President  of  the  Greenwood  Diapjer  or 
the  :\R   of  SO 

The  light  comes  and  goes  in  Fred  Armfield's  life.  He  was  born  totally 
blind  in  194§>  the  seventh  son  of  a  family  of  ]/l.  The  next  year  he 

WENT  THROUGH  SURGERY  TO  HAVE  THE  CATARACTS  REMOVED  FROM  HIS  EYES.   AC- 
CORDING to  Armfield  the  operation  was  a  failure.  But,  he  said.,  when  he 
was  four  years  old,  something  else  succeeded.  "The  vision  came  back  on 
it's  own/'  he  said.  "The  surgery  didn't  do  any  good."  ^hat  gave  him 
sight?  "No  one's  been  able  to  explain  that.  Just  miracles/'  In  the 
seventh  grade  he  found  out  that  THERE  ARE  B'D  miracles  as  well  as  good 
ones.  He  was  at  school  when  his  sight  left  again.  Not  bit  by  bit,  but 
all  at  once.  His  parents  were  summoned,  and  they  brought  him  home.  The 
darkness  stayed  for  nine  months.  Though  the  doctor  who  first  performed 
surgery  suggested  he  never  risk  going  under  the  knife  again,  armfield 
now  had  nothing  to  lose.  surgery  brought  back  partial  sight  to  one  of 

HIS  EYES,  AND  LESS  TO  THE  OTHER.   ''/iTH  20-200  VISION  IN  HIS  GOOD  EYE,  HE 
WAS  STILL  LEGALLY  BLIND  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA,   He  FAILED  THREE  GRADES  IN 

primary  a;id  middle  school,  and  was  22  years  old  when  he  finally  gradu- 
ated from  high  school.  the  south  carolina  commission  for  the  blind 
(sccb)  refused  him  a  college  scholarship,  telling  him  he  lacked  the  ar 
bility  to  do  college  level  work.  this  didn't  slow  fred  armfield  down. 
Outside  light  might  brighten  and  dim,  but  his  inner  sight  remained  clear 
ly  focused  on  four  goals  in  his  life,  and  the  first  one  was  a  college 
education.  sie  won  an  athletic  scholarship,  entered  the  university  of 
South  Carolina  at  Orangeburg  in  1071,  and  completed  17  hours  of  course 

WORK  IN  THE  FIRST  SEMES!  LR^  MAKING  THE  DEAN ' S  LIST. 


In  December  of  that  year  Arm.fi eld  took  the  bus  from  Orangeburg  to  Colum- 
bia, TO  PERSONALLY  PRESENT  HIS  3. 5  GRADE-POINT  AVERAGE  TO  THE  BLIND  DI- 
RECTOR of  the  SCCB.  An  SCCB  scholarship  helped  Arm.fi ELD  THROUGH  the 

NEXT  SEVEN  SEMESTERS,  AND  HE  WENT  ON  TO  EARN  A  FASTER 's  DEGREE  IN  COUN- 
SELING AND  VOCATIONAL  REHABILITATION.   THAT  WAS  GOAL  NUMBER  TWO,   He 
KNOWS  WHY  HE  WAS  ABLE  TO  EARN  A  MASTER'S  IN  COUNSELING,   He  KNOWS  WHY 
HIS  EYES  WERE  GIVEN  BACK  TO  HIM'.  "GOD  HAD  SOMETHING  IN  STORE  FOR  ME  TO 
DO,  AND  I  THINK  IT  WAS  NO  MORE  THAN  COUNSELING,   VJHEN  He  FINDS  SOMEONE 

to  send  for  a  certain  job,  then  there  isn't  anyone  more  enthusiastic 
or  better  for  that  job."  armfield  said  "i'm  getting  closer  to  god  than 
i've  ever  been.  my  grandmother  often  said  she  felt  i'd  be  a  minister, 
and  she  was  %  years  old  when  she  died.  i  don't  think  there's  a  better 
place  than  the  church.  i  don't  think  you  can  achieve  too  much  in  your 
life  without  god  in  your  life.'"  it  does  seem  that  god,  or  at  least  the 
Baptist  church,  has  intervened  more  than  once  in  Armfield's  life.  Go- 
ing THROUGH  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  IN  WOODRUFF,  HIS  HOMETOWN,  THE  BOY  WAS  NOT 
BEING  EDUCATED.   HE  WAS  DROPPING  BACK,  GRADE  BY  GRADE,  AND  LEARNING  VERX= 
LITTLE.  "THE  KIDS  WOULD  POKE  FUN  AT  YOU,"  HE  SAID,  ''LAUGHING  AT  YOU  BE- 
CAUSE YOUR  EYES  WERE  DANCING  AROUND,  YOU  KNOW,  UP  AND  DOWN  LIKE  THAT.5' 

"Those  were  some  frustrated  years/'"  Them,  (tat,  O.H.  Willis.,  of  the  tIew 
Bethel  Baptist  Church  told  him  about  the  S,  C.  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind  and  helped  him  fill  out  an  application.  Rev.  Willis  taught  math- 
ematics AT  THE  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND.   ARMFIELD  WAS  ACCEPTED  IN  THE  FALL 
OF  1967,  A  MOMEt'T  HE  CALLS  "THE  TURNING  POINT  IN  MY  LIFE.   He  OPENED 
THE  DOOR  FOR  ME. "   THE  YOUNG  MAN  PACKED  HIS  BAGS  AND  MOVED  TO  SPARTAN- 
BURG, TO  LIVE  AND  WORK  AT  THE  SCHOOL,   I.N  THE  SMALL  CLASSROOMS  HE  RE- 
CEIVED THE  ATTENTION  HE  NEEDED.   BECAUSE  OF  THE  LARGE-PRINT  BOOKS  HE, 
COULD  READ,  WITHOUT  STRAINING,  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  IN  HIS  LIFE.   He  GRAD- 
UATED WITH  HONORS  IN  1971,   THAT  SUMMER  HE  WENT  ON  TO  COMPLETE  A  COURSE 

in  Swedish  massage  at  the  Spartanburg  YflCAi  a  skill  he  had  studied  while 

AT  THE  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND.   He  WAS  CERTIFIED  IN  AUGUST,  1971.  "THE 
MOST  BEAUTIFUL  THING  IS  THAT  THE  CERTIFICATION  LAID  THE  GROUNDWORK  FOR 
A  SCHOLARSHIP  TO  THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  COLLEGE.    He  BECAME  A  MASSEUR 

in  the  athletic  department  at  state,  which  paid  for  that  first  crucial 
semester.  ills  experience  in  massage  also  contributed  to  his  interests 
in  psychology  and  counseling.  during  graduate  school  he  "took  every 
opportunity  to  attend  workshops"  in  various  counseling  skills,  going  to 
Georgia,  ^ortm  Carolina  and  even  Dallas,  Texas,  "You  can't  really  en- 
joy COUNSELING  UNTIL  YOU  GET  OUT  I  MERE  AND  SEE  WHAT  THE  PROFESSIONALS 
ARE  DOING,"  HE  SAID. 


At  these  clinics  he  would  meet  the  men  who  invented  the  techniques  me 
was  studying  -  men  such  as  carl  rogers  and  albert  ellis  -  and  became 
interested  in  different  therapeutic  processes.  !ie  studied  and  prac- 
ticed rolfing,  the  deep  massage  of  skeletal  muscles,  which  releases 
built-in  anxieties  and  defense  postures,  before  graduate  school,  the 

CHURCH  BROUGHT  ARMFILLD  HIS  THIRD  GOAL,  IN  A  ROUNDABOUT  WAY,   In  1971 

he  met  Deborah  Ann  Stackhouse,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Porter  L  Stack- 
house  from  Due  %1est,  They  were  married  in  June,  1975,  a  month  after 
graduation  from  college.  Ia/hen  Armfield  received  his  master's  in  1977 
the  couple  moved  to  mccormick,  where  they  both  taught  at  the  middle 
school.  In  1378  the  two  bought  a  house  on  Wisewood  Drive  in  Greenwood, 
where  they  live  now  with  their  two  children,,  phaedra  kantice,  3,  and 

XAVIER  DeJoUN,  WHO  IS  ALMOST  1.   ARMFIELD  RESIGNED  HIS  TEACHING  POST 
LAST  SPRING,  AND  HAS  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR  A  FULL  TIME  COUNSELING  JOB  SINCE 
THEN,  BUT  SO  FAR  WITH  NO  SUCCESS.   Hi  HAS  OFFERED  HIS  SERVICES  FREE  TO 
VARIOUS  AGENCIES  AND  PUBLIC  SERVICE  CENTERS  IN  TOWN,  TO  EXPAND  HIS  EX- 
PERIENCE AND  HELP  THE  COMMUNITY.   So  FAR  HE  HAS  BEEN  REBUFFED  EACH  TIME 
BUT,  HE  SAID,  t7I  ALWAYS  LEAVE  IN  GOOD  FAITH.   I  DON'T  LEAVE  A  B£RS<D,N 
ANGRY  WITH  ME,  OR  ME  ANGRY  WITH  THEM."   YET  ARMFIELD  SOUNDS  DETERMINED. 
'"I  AM  NOT  GOING  TO  BE  DENIED  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  SET  UP  SOME  KIND  OF 
COUNSELING  PROGRAM  IN  GREENWOOD.   BEFORE  I  GO  ON  MY  DYING  BED  I'M  GO- 
ING TO  DO  SOMETHING  FOR  THIS  COMMUNITY."   HlS  EYES  MAY  BE  DIM  BUT  HIS 
SIGHT  IS  FIXED  FIBMLY  ON  GOAL  NUMBER  FOUR. 

■ 

DR.  HQfilES  APPOINTED  ACTING  PRESIDENT 
OF  S.C,  SCHOOL  FOiTHE  JEAF  /^M}  THE  BLINfl 

Dr.  A i  Baron  Holmes  has  been  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  the  S.C.  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind  as  the  interim  President 
of  the  school.  Dr.  Holmes  assumed  his  new  duties  in  October.  He  re- 
placed Dr.  Richard  Hyer  who  was  employed  in  July  to  head  up  the  school 
but  returned  to  the  georgia  academy  for  the  blind  in  september  after 
some  personal  differences  with  the  board.  palmetto  blind  readers  will 
recall  that  "ir .  !|,  f.  ^alker  who  served  as  president  of  the  school  for 

MANY  YEARS  RETIRED  IN  JUNE.   Dr .  HOLMES,  WHO  HAS  A  GOOD  BACKGROUND  IN 
GOVERNMENTAL  AND  LEGISLATIVE  AFFAIRS  WAS  HIRED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  COMMIS- 
SIONERS WITH  THE  PRIMARY  VIEW  OF  STRAIGHTENING  OUT  SOME  OF  THE  ADMIN- 
ISTRATIVE DIFFICULTIES  OF  THE  SCHOOL.   OVER  THE  YEARS,  THE  SCHOOL  HAS 
GROWN  TREMENDOUSLY  AND  WITH  THAT  GROWTH  ADMINISTRATIVE  PROBLEMS  HAVE 
BECOME  MORE  COMPLEX. 


if?" 
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Dr,  Holmes  has  stated  publicly  that  he  will  not  serve  as  President  be- 
yond June  of  1981  but  feels  that  this  will  give  him  the  time  to  con- 
centrate in  areas  where  the  school  needs  his  expertise.  Already  Dr. 
Holmes  has  gained  the  respect  of  the  many  individuals  and  groups  as- 
sociated WITH  AND  INTERESTED  IN  THE  SCHOOL.   AFTER  ACCEPTING  THE  AP- 
POINTMENT Dr.  Holmes  met  with  Federation  officials  and  others,  The  MF3 
of  SC  supports  Dr.  Holmes  in  his  efforts  to  improve  the  administration 
of  the  school  and  extends  sincere  best  wishes  for  a  successful  tenure. 

'  BLIND  ALUM;  J I  MEETS 

The  Alumni  Association  of  the  S.C.  School  for  the  Blind  held  its  annual 
meeting  on  Saturday,,  sIovember  1st,  Following  the  luncheon  a  business 
meeting  was  held.  Speakers  included  the  school's  new  President  Dr.  A. 
Baron  Holmes  and  Miss  Phyllis  Petty,,  Director  of  Office  of  Community 
Education,  Robert  L.  Oglesby  of  Spartanburg  was  re-elected  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association.  Other  officers  include  Gayle  Martin,  Gary 
Williams  and  Clyde  Moore.  There  was  open  house  following  the  business 
session.  The  highpoint  of  the  meeting  was  the  Saturday  evening  banquet ■ 
Dr.  Holmes  was  the  principal  speaker.  The  Alumni  liked  what  they  heard. 
Dr.  Holmes  assured  the  gathering  that  he  was  busily  engaged  in  learning 
as  much  as  possible  and  as  ouickly  as  possible  concerning  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  school.  He  spoke  of  his  desire  to  work  with  all  groups 

AS  CLOSELY  AS  POSSIBLE.   Dr .  i'OLMES  ASSURED  THE  GROUP  THAT  HE  BELIEVED 
IN  BLIND  CONSUMER  REPRESENTATION  ON  THE  3.0ARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  AMD  WOULD 
WORK  TOWARD  THAT  END.   NOT  ONLY  DOES  HE  SUPPORT  BLIND  CONSUMER  REPRE- 
SENTATION on  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  School  but  also  told  the 
group  that  he  felt  there  should  bf.  blind  representation  on  the  human 
Affairs  Commission,  The  blind  were  pleased  with  the  insight  and  phi- 
losophy DEMONSTRATED  BY  DR ,  HOLMES  AND  FOUND  IT  REFRESHING  AND  SOME- 
WHAT DIFFERENT.   THE  CONCEPT  OF  PARTNERSHIP  IN  WORK  WITH  THE  BLIND  IS 
THE  ROAD  THAT  HE  WILL  TRAVEL.   THOSE  IN  ATTENDANCE  WENT  AWAY  WITH  THE 
FEELING  THAT  DR.  HOLMES  WAS  NOT  ONLY  SINCERE  BUT  POSSESSES  THE  BACK- 
GROUND AND  TOOLS  TO  ACCOMPLISH  MANY  OF  HIS  OBJECTIVES.   He  !5AS  AN  AT- 
TRACTIVE PERSONALITY  WHICH  WILL  CAUSE  HIS  COLLEAGUES  TO  RALLY  AROUND 
HIM  IN  ACCOMPLISHING  HIGH  GOALS  TOR  IMF  SCHOOL.   TiflS  WILL  SERVE  THE 
TEST  INIEREsr  OF  ALL  CONCSUNE'D. 


SIGHTLESS  ?</ORU)  STILL  FULL  OF  WONDERS 
From  the  News  £  Courier,  October  5,  3989 

(Editor's  note;  Mildred  Kirkland  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Charleston 
Chapter  and  a  long  time  local  and  state  leader  of  the  NF3  of  SO 

At  her  job,  IL   Mildred  Kirkland  is  a  hard-working  secretary  and  recep- 
tionist, AT  HOME  SHE'S  A  DEVOTED  WIFE  AMD  KEEPER  OF  THE  HOUSE.   ShE  DO- 
NATES HER  TIME  IN  THE  EVENING  TO  CHARITIES,  AND  FROM  SPEAKING  ENGAGE- 
MENTS AROUND  THE  STATE,  MftSl  KlRKLAND  HAS  EARNED  THE  TITLE  OF  CHARLES- 
TON'S amdassador-at-large.  iIrs.  Kirkland  doesn't  think  her  accomplish- 
ments ARE  OUTSTANDING,  BUT  OTHER  PEOPLE  DO,   FIRS.  KlRKLAND  HAS  BEEN 
BLIND  SINCE  SHE  WAS  11- MONTHS-OLD,   EVEN  WHEN  SHE  SEARCHES  HER  MEMORY, 
SHE  CAN'T  RECALL  SEEING,  KNOWING  WHAT  A  FACE  OR  A  TREE  LOOKS  LIKE,  UN- 
DERSTANDING THE  MOODS  OF  RED  AND  BLUE  OR  MOVING  THROUGH  A  ROOM  WITHOUT 
PAYING  ATTENTION  TO  NUMBER  OF  STEPS  OR  OTHER  SIGNALS  THAT  CAN  GUIDE  HER 

"It's  not  as  dad  as  people  may  TMMi"  says  "Irs.  Kirkland  with  one  of 

HER  ALWAYS  READY  SMILES.   "It  IS  A  HANDICAP  BUT  NOT  A  DEFEATING  ONE. 

Everyone  is  handicapped  in  some  way  but  some  ways  are  mo:^e  obvious  than 
others/'7  iIrs.  Kirkland  grew  up  in  Salley  where  her  father  was  a  share- 
cropper AND  SHE  HAD  SEVEN  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS.   ALTHOUGH  SHE  DOESN'T 
KNOW  FOR  SURE,  SHE  THINKS  SHE  MIGHT  BE  BLIND  BECAUSE  SHE  WAS ■ BORN  AT 
HOME  WITHOUT  BENEFIT  OF  SILVER  NITRATE  AND  LATER  DEVELOPED  AN  EYE  IN- 
FECTION.  HER  FATHER  DIED  WHEN  SHE  WAS  6,  AND  HER  MOTHER  SUFFERED  FROM 

high  blood  pressure  that  hindered  work.  the  children  quit  school  one 
by  one  to  go  to  work  on  the  farm.  mrs.  klrkland  couldn't  help  because 
of  the  "handicap"  that  became  an  educational  boon  for  her.  her  mother 
sent  her  to  the  state  school  for  the  blind  instead  of  to  work.  "i  did- 
n't even  know  how  to  tie  my  shoes  and  dress  myself,"  flrs.  klrkland  re- 
members, at  first  not  eager  to  leave  her  family,  she;  says,  "from  the 
time  i  was  5  until  i  was  12  or  13,  i  cried  every  time  i  went  back  to 
school,  but  i  finished  up  there,  and  i  was  the  first  person  in  my  fam- 
ily to  graduate  from  high  school."  mrs.  klrkland  learned  braille, 
which  she  now  teaches  at  the  association  for  the  ilimd,  a  uulted  'ay  h~ 
gency.  Neither  Braille  books  nor  tapes  were  easy  to  obtain  as  she  was 
growing  up  although  ffos.  klrkland  reads  voraciously  mow.  she  spent  her 
summers  in  the  rocking  chair  on  the  front  pc)  ch  of  her  mother's  house 
where  she  listened  to  the  radio.  "my  original  dream  was  to  be  an  auth- 
OR, A  POEl  OR  A  COMFDTAN  I .  I  Kb  IMF  OMFS  I  IIFARD  ON  THE  RADIO,"  SHE  SAYS. 


"When  I  was  growing  up  I  was  shy,  less  oriented  toward  people  than  I  am 
now,17  FIrs.  Kirkland  was  shy  not  only  because  her  parents  were  quiet  by 
nature  but  also  because  people  so  seldom  included  her.  she  became  ac- 
customed to  comments  like  "put  her  over  there7  when  she  went  to  some- 
one's house  amd  to  friends'  sitting  her  in  the  corner  and  never  letting 
her  take  part  in  party  games,  f  i  had  a  loving  family,  but  they  were  0~ 
verly  protective/"  she  adds.  after  attending  school,  however,  she  gath- 
ered up  her  courage  and  set  out  for  charleston  and  the  association  for 
the  Blind,  which  offered  the  state's  only  instruction  in  mobility,  for 
the  blind,  and  firs,  kirkland  wanted  to  pe  able  to  get  around.  among 
other  things,  she  learned  how  to  ride  buses,  which  still  provide  most 
of  her  transportation,  and  to  walk  from  bus  stops  to  destinations.  aid- 
ed only  by  a  cane,  mrs.  kirkland  has  memorized  landmarks,  fence  breaks, 
lamp  posts  and  innumerable  little  ways  to  help  her  walk  from  place  to 

PLACE   WITH  CONFIDENCE.   In  FACT,  SHE  LEARNED  SO  MUCH  SO  FAST  THAT  THE 
ASSOCIATION   HIRED  HER  IN  195&  AS  RECEPTIONIST  AND  BRAILLE  TEACHER,  A  JOB 
SHE'S  HELD  EVER  SINCE  AND  TACKLES  WITH  ENTHUSIASM  FIVE  DAYS  A  WEEK.  HER 
WORK  OFTEN  TAKES  HER  AROUND  THE  STATE  TO  SPEAK  TO  HIGH  SCHOOL  AND  COL- 
LEGE classes,  "Getting  a  job  was  a  turning  point  for  me/'  says  the  gre= 

GARIOUS  WOMAN.   SIGHTLESS  PEOPLE  FIND  IT  DIFFICULT  IF  NOT  IMPOSSIBLE 
TO  FIND  EMPLOYMENT,  SHE  NOTES.   "I  ALSO  NEEDED  TO  GET  AWAY  FROM  HOME, 
NOT  JUST  TO  HAVE  A  JOB  BUT  TO  MAKE  A  LIFE."   SHE  LIVED  INDEPENDENTLY 
FIRST  AT  A  YWCA  AND  LATER  AT  A  BOARDING  HOUSE.   THEN  DURING  A  PARTY  AT 
THE  ASSOCIATION,  SHE  MET  GEORGE  L  KiRKLAND,  JR.   BORN  BLIND  AND  LEGAL- 
LY STILL  BLIND.   KiRKLAND  NOW  IS  ABLE  TO  SEE  COLORS  AND  LARGE  ITEMS. 
^RS.  KiRKLAND  SAYS,  "He  HAD  LED  A  VERY  SHELTERED  LIFE.   SOMETIMES  IT  IS 
MORE  DIFFICULT  FOR  A  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  PERSON  THAN  FOR  A  BLIND  PERSON. 
HlS  MOTHER  HAD  KEPT  HIM  AT  HOME  AND  NOT  SENT  HIM  TO  SCHOOL.   I  JUST 
THANK  GOD  MY  MOTHER  SENT  ME,"   THE  KIRKLANDS  BEGAN  LEARNING  WITH  AND 
FROM  ONE  ANOTHER  ALTHOUGH  f;RS.  KiRKLAND  ADDS  WITH  A  LAUGH  THAT  THE  RO- 
MANCE DIDN'T  RACE  LIKE  WILDFIRE  AT  FIRST.   TODAY  THE  HAPPY  COUPLE  OWN 
THEIR  OWN  DOWNTOWN  HOME  AND  SHARE  THE  HOUSEWORK.   KiRKLAND  PLAYS  TRUM- 
PET in  a  Charleston  band,  which  gives  him  time  at  home  while  fliRs.  Kirk- 
land IS  TYPING  LETTERS  FROM  NOTES  ON  A  DICTAPHONE  AND  ANSWERING  THE  TEL- 
EPHONE AT  WORK.   BUT  DURING  HOLIDAY  SEASONS  WHEN  THE  BAND  IS  IN  CREATES" 
DEMAND,  'HE  FEEL  LIKE  WE'RE  ONLY  PASSING  ONE  ANOTHER,""  SAYS  ilRS.  KiRK- 
LAND.  To  HELP  HER  AT  HOME,  KiRKLAND  HAS  MARKED  THE  WASHING  MACHINE  AND 
TEMPERATURE  SETTINGS  ON  THE  OVEN  IN  BRAILLE,  AND  TIIC  COUPLE  CHOSE  A 
STOVF  Willi  OVA!  DIAI  S  SO  SIIF  TAN  TFLI  HIGH  FROM  LOW  BY  THE  SHAPE. 


-15- 

KlRKLAND  VACUUMS  WHILE  HIS  WIFE  SWEEPS,  DUSTS  AND  WASHES  THE  CLOTHING, 
AN  ELECTRONICS  WHIZ,  KlRKLAND  HAS  RIGGED  A  SOUND  SYSTEM  THAT  LETS  THE 
COUPLE  LISTEN  TO  DOOK  TAPES,  TELEVISION  AND  RADIO  IN  EVERY  ROOM.   AND 

so  Mrs.  Kirkland  can  organize  the  wardrobe  of  clothing  she  always  se- 
lects herself,  Kirkland  has  parked  colors  and  patterns  in  Braille  on 
petal  tags  he  attaches  to  each  garment.  despite  all  the  comforts  of 
home  and  evenings  devoted  to  making  blood  bank  solicitation  calls  for 
the  Red  Cross,  Mrs,  Kirkland  isn't  a  homebody.  A  National  Federation 
of  the  Blind  member,  she  attends  Meetings  and  even  conventions  as  far  a- 
way  as  Boston.  She  belongs  to  Citadel  Square  Baptist  Church,  where  she 
substitute  teaches  Sunday  school  classes  with  the  help  of  books  in  Brail 
le.  And  she's  always  trying  a  new  restaurant  or  checking  the  latest  ar 
rivals  at  shops.  "It  helps  your  mobility  to  find  a  new  place/'  says 
Mrs.  Kirkland.  It's  a  challenge,  too,  that  she's  encouraged  herself  to 
accept  over  a  period  of  years.  At  times  "Irs.  Kirkland  has  felt  nervous 
about  attempting  something  different.  wI  think  about  it  so  much  and 

can  t  chicken  out,  she  says  with 
A  laugh.  That's  how  she  made  her  first  long  trip  to  Washington,  D.C, 

"I  WENT  FOR  THE  HECK  OF  IT,"  SHE  SAYS,  "TO  SEE  THINGS. H      AND  EVEN  THOUGH 

the  bus  company  lost  her  luggage  and  she  had  her  share  of  near  disasters 
Mrs.  Kirkland  now  loves  to  travel.  When  there's  a  problem,  a  lost  suit- 
case KEY  OR  AN  ERRANT  COMB,  SAYS  MRS,  KlRKLAND,  "YOU  HAVE  TO  SWALLOW 

your  pride.  you  have  to  use  your  mouth  and  ask  people.  false  pride  is 
a  problem  (for  blind  people).  too  much  help  is  a  problem  and  so  is  too 
little.  "'Blindness  is  a  part  of  us  but  only  a  part  of  our  personality. 
We  can  talk  about  things  other  than  our  blindness.  We  do  not  want  pity: 
We  want  friendship  and  understanding.'7 

BUSES  TOM  CHARTERED  AGAIN  FOR  NATIONAL  CONVErJIlQJ 

The  officers  and  State  Board  of  the  NFB  of  SC  have  voted  to  charter  bus- 
es  for  the  trip  to  Baltimore  where  the  1933  National  Convention  will  be 
held.  For  a  decade  now  the  MFB  of  SC  has  been  assisting  statewide  mem- 
bership WITH  TRANSPORTATION  TO  NATIONAL  CONVENTIONS.   It  WAS  IN  1971 

that  the  first  bus  trip  was  made  to  the  national  convention  in  houston. 
While  the  final  arrangements  for  the  bus  trip  to  Baltimore  are  not  com- 
plete AT  THIS  EARLY  DATE,  IN  ALL  PROBABILITY  THE  BUSES  WILL  DFPART  FOR 

Baltimore  on  Saturday,  July  £!,  1981,  and  will  return  to  S.C.  the  follow- 
ing Saturday,  July  11,  1981. 


Our  national  publication,  the  3raille  Monitor ,  will  give  more  details  of 
the  ."Iational  Convention,  However,  it  is  known  that  the  sape  facilities 
utilized  in  1978  for  the  National  Convention  will  again  be  used  in  1981, 
These  facilities  include  the  Lord  Baltimore  Hotel,  the  Hilton  and  the 
Holiday  Inn.  Match  for  additional  information  in  the  February  1981  ed- 
ition of  the  Palmetto  Blind  concerning  the  bus  trip  and  the  1981  Nation- 
al Convention,  Let's  have  a  big  turn  out  for  the  81  convention  and  re- 
capture that  nuWer  one  spot  earned  in  Miami  in  1079, 


### 


FEDERATJMISLOFESS.  READ  IMG  CENTER  .CAB.MEI 

Here's  something  every  blind  person  that  has  a  talking  book  machine  of 
the  1972  to  present  day  model  or  a  tape  player  should  have  . . o  a  Read 
img  Center  Cabinet,  This  cabinet  holds  a  talking  book  machine  or  tape 
player  at  armchair  or  bed  height  and  is  mounted  on  casters,  It  has  3 
other  shelves  for  records,  tapes,  braille  matter,  etc.  Finished  in 
clear,  walnut,  cherry  or  mahogany.  Free  upon  request,,  a  braille  sketch 
or  large  type  description.  With  folded  edges,  $95,00:  with  plain  edges, 
*g5,0Q,  Send  check,  money  order  or  inquiry  to:  John  Postma,  1466  #. 
Michigan  Avenue,  Battle  Creek,  Hi,  49017.  Prices  include  delivery  any- 
where in  the  United  States  except  Hawaii,  Alaska  or  Puerto  Rico  which 
is  higher,  Allow  l\  to  6  weeks  delivery, 

PRESIDENT  STRIBLING  GETTING  MESSAGE  ACROSS 

Mr,  Joe  Str idling,  President  of  the  Oconee  Chapter  of  the  HFB  of  SC  is 
getting  his  message  concerning  blindness  across  to  the  public,  For  sev- 
eral months  now  President  Stribling  has  been  writing  articles  for  the 
various  newspapers  in  Oconee  County.  His  articles  contain  many  helpful 
tips  concerning  blindness,  As  a  result  of  the  articles  a  number  of  per- 
sons HAVE  GOTTEN  IN  TOUCH  WITH  .%.  STRIBLING.   THE  MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE 

Chapter  has  increased  and  attendance  is  up.  Other  chapter  presidents 

WOULD  DO  WELL  TO  EMULATE  Mr ,  STRIPLING  IN  WORKING  WITH  THEIR  RESPECTIVE 
NEWSPAPERS.  OUT  HATS  ARE  OFF  TO  YOU  PRESIDENT  STRIBLING  AND  KEEP  UP  THE 
GOOD  WOOK. 

JOEMQRiAM 

In  recfni  weeks  the  UfB    or  SC  MAS  LOST  SEVERAL  MEMBERS  THROUGH  DEATH. 
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In  October  Mrs „  FIary  Farr  Varnadore  passed  away  after  a  long  illness. 
Mary  had  been  a  #mber  of  the  Columbia  Chapter  for  more  than  30  years. 
She  was  a  loyal  and  devoted  member  and  served  the  Chapter  in  several  ca- 
pacities. She  will  be  remembered  as  a  hard  worker  and  would  always  pit- 
ch IN  AND  DO  HER  PART.   A  NUMBER  OF  YEARS  AGO  IN  FJARCH  WHEN  THE  COLUMBIA 

Chapter  was  involved  in  the  annual  330  canvas  Mary  was  one  of  the  very 
few  who  braved  snow  as  she  felt  the  canvas  had  to  go  on.  flary  will  be 
greatly  missed,  also,  in  october  frank  etters  a  long  tike  member  of  the 
Spartanburg  Chapter  passed  away,  He  too  was  a  faithful  member  and  was 

■ 

SUPPORTIVE  OF  HIS  CHAPTER'S  WORK.   He  MOT  ONLY  PARTICIPATED  IN  CHAPTER 
ACTIVITIES  BUT  WAS  ALWAYS  IN  ATTENDANCE  AT  STATE  CONVENTIONS.   ON  NOVEM- 
BER 8th  Mrs.  vIilma  Green  of  the  Columbia  Chapter  passed  away,  Ffos. 
Green  was  a  relatively  new  member  of  the  Federation.  It  is  recalled 
that  Mrs.  Green  went  to  Rocky  Bottom  during  the  Labor  Day  weekend  with 
the  Columbia  Chapter  and  greatly  enjoyed  the  retreat.  She  was  facinated 
by  the  camp  and  was  looking  forward  to  a  return  visit,  the  hf8  of  sc 
extends  sincere  sympathy  to  the  families  of  these  departed  members  who 
will  be  greatly  missed. 


*•#•* 


1981  SEMINARS  SCHEDULED 

The  annual  State  Leadership  Seminar  will  be  held  at  the  Federation  Cen- 
ter of  the  Blind,  on  Saturday,  January  10,  1931.  Another  large  attend- 
ance is  expected.  This  annual  conference  is  HOV!   looked  upon  as  a  mi.ni- 

CONVENTION  AS  IT  TAKES  PLACE  ABOUT  MIDWAY  BETWEEN  ANNUAL  CONVENTIONS. 
FEDERATIONISTS  THROUGHOUT  SOUTH  CAROLINA  WILL  WANT  TO  MARK  JANUARY  10TH 
ON  THEIR  1931  CALENDAR  AS  ONCE  AGAIN  THIS  WILL  BE  A  MOST  INFORMATIVE  AND 
ENJOYABLE  SEMINAR.   On  SATURDAY,  JANUARY  31,  3931,  THERE  WILL  BE  A  semi- 
nar for  Chapter  Presidents  and  Vice  Presidents.  Thus,  those  of  you  who 
^re  serving  in  these  offices  should  ^e  making  plans  to  be  present.  while 
the  January  31st  seminar  will  be  helpful  to  all  Chapter  Presidents  and 
Vice  Presidents  it  will  especially  be  valuable  to  those  members  who  are 
serving  T!  these  offices  for  the  first  time. 

CHAPTERS  ORGANIZED  III  ..PI  CKEHS  AHD  flYRTLE.  BEACH 

Chapter  20  and  21  were  added  to  the  ?!F3  of  SC  in  October,  On  Friday  ev- 
ening, October  3rd,  the  Pickens  County  Chapter  of  the  MFB  of  SC  was  fin- 
alized. For  several  months  blind  persons  had  been  contacted  in  the  Pic- 
kens County  area, 


»13= 
These  persistant  efforts  were  successfully  climaxed  wt-pj  the  Pickens 
County  Chapter  became  a  reality  on  October  3rd  at  a  meeting  weld  at  the 
home  of  Mr,,  and  Mrs,  Theron  Crenshaw  of  Pickens,  Previous  meetings  of 
the  Pickens  County  blind  were  held  at  Rocky  Bottom,  The  new  officers 
of  the  Pickens  County  Chapter  ares  President,  Hike  Keasler,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Jennie  Aiken,  and  Secretary,,  Sam  Harris,  Mike  Keasler  is  employed 
with  the  Blue  Ridge  Electric  Co-op,  A  Clemson  University  graduate,  Mike 
is  youthful  and  enthusiastic  which  will  prove  helpful  in  his  leadership 
of  the  Chapter,  Attending  the  October  3rd  organizing  meeting  were  Pres- 
ident Donald  Capps  akd  wife  Betty  as  well  as  Suzanne  Bridges,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind,  Joe  Stribling,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Oconee  Chapter  and  his  wife  Mary  Louise  were  also  present, 
Prior  to  the  October  3rd  meeting  Susie  had  worked  extensively  through- 
out Pickens  County  calling  on  blind  persons.  The  NFB  of  SC  is  proud  of 
this  new  Pickens  County  Chapter  and  will  support  it  in  every  possible 
way,  On  Saturday,  October  25th,  -Iyrtle  Beach  became  the  21st  Chapter  of 
the  NFB  of  SC  An  organizational  meeting  was  held  at  the  Western  Sizz- 
lin  Steak  House  in  Myrtle  Beach  attended  by  some  17  persons,  Presiding 
over  the  meeting  was  NFB  of  SC  President,  Donald  Capps,  For  some  time 
Mrs.  Mercedes  Royal  who  resides  in  Myrtle  Beach  but  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Conway  Chapter  has  been  searching  out  blind  persons  in  the  Myrtle 
Beach  area  with  considerable  success.  Mercedes  is  President  of  the  new 
[Iyrtle  Beach  Chapter  and  we  congratulate  her  on  this  honor.  Other  of- 
ficers are:  Vice  President,  Marion  Spiegner,  Secretary,  Ernest  Henion, 
Treasurer,  Mrs,  Mary  Carr  and  Social  Director,  T.  J,  Schudel,  Once  a- 
gain  prior  to  the  October  25th  meeting,  Susie  Bridges  went  to  Mrytle 
Beach  and  worked  with  Mercedes  to  finalize  the  formation  of  the  Chapter. 
The  State  Organization  is  extremely  pleased  over  its  two  new  Chapters  in 
Pickens  and  •Iyrtle  Beach.  Already  the  new  Pickens  County  Chapter  has 
adopted  a  state  project  as  it  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of  decorat- 
ing Osterneck  Cottage  for  Christmas,  Furthermore,  the  Chapter  assures 
President  Capps  that  Osterneck  Cottage  will  be  all  decked  out  for  Christ 
mas  in  time  for  the  december  6th  %  7th  seminar.  finally,  plans  are  al- 
ready under  way  for  the  formation  of  the  twenty" second  chapter  as  the 

GOAL   OF    THE    NFB    OF    SC    IS    TO    iiavf    A    FEDERATION    CHAPTER    TN    EVERYONE    OF    THE 
'!f>    COEJNTIFS    05       Hlfc    bfATfc, 


JOS  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  THE  BLIND 
By  Suzanne  Bridges 

Job  Opportunities  for  the  Blind  (JOB  for  short)  is  a  cooperative  effort 
y  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  and  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
to  improve  employment  opportunities  for  blind  persons,  to  create  a  bet- 
ter CLIMATE  AMONG  EMPLOYERS,  AND  TO  ASSIST  BLIND  PERSONS  IN  THE  DETAILS 
OF  SECURRING  JOBS,   UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  Mr .  OuANE  &ERSTENBER6ER,  ONE 
PERSON  IN  EACH  STATE  HAS  BEEN  ASKED  TO  BE  THE  JO1)  COORDINATOR  FOR  THAT 
STATE,   THE  COORDINATOR  RECEIVES  ON  A  PERIODIC  BASIS  BULLETINS  ON  CAS- 
SETTE. These  bulletins  tell  about  job  openings  throughout  the  country 

AND  GIVE  OTHER  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES.   It  YOU  ARE 
SEEKING  EMPLOYMENT,  YOU  NEED  TO  STAY  IN  CLOSE  TOUCH  WITH  THE  VOLUNTEER 
COORDINATOR  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA  WHO  IS  SUZANNE  BRIDGES  OR  WITH  JOB  HEAD- 
QUARTERS at  the  National  Center  for  the  Blind  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
If  you  know  of  a  job  opening,  let  your  state  coordinator  or  JOB  head- 
quarters KNOW  OF  THAT  OPENING  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE.   ?T  YOU  WISH  TO  TAKE 

advantage  of  the  services  of  job,  write  job  opportunities  cor  the  blind, 
1300  Johnson  Street,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21230  or  telephone  1-300-633- 
7518.  Also  be  prepared  to  provide  the  following  information  in  writing 
to  JOB  headquarters  or  to  your  state  coordinator.  MawEj  Address,  phone, 
educational  background,  work  experience,  job  preference,  and  any  other 
pertinent  information.  Also,  please  indicate  how  you  learned  of  JOB. 
Information  about  JOB  and  about  jobs  is  being  distributed  to  all  parts 
OF  the  country  to  regional  libraries  for  the  blind  as  well  as  to  the  job 
coordinators.  A  JOB  bulletin;  deaf-blind  editions  in  braille  is  also 

AVAILABLE  FOR  DISTRIBUTION  TO  DEAF-BLIND  PEOPLE.   PRIORITY  IS  GIVEN  TO 
BLIND  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  ARE  NOT  NOW  WORKING,  HOWEVER,  ANY  BLIND  PERSON 
WHO  IS  WORKING  WHO  BELIEVES  THAT  HE  OR  SHE  IS  UNDEREMPLOYED  OR  SIMPLY 
WISHES  TO  MAKE  A  CHANGE  SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  CONTACT  JOB.   JOB  HAS  PRO- 
DUCED 10  PUBLIC  SERVICE   .'AD IO  ANNOUNCEMENTS  THAT  DEMONSTRATE  THE  POTEN- 
TIAL OF  THE  BLIND  TO  DO  A  GREAT  VARIETY  OF  WORK.   THOSE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  IN- 
CLUDE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS  THAT  AFFECT  EMPLOYMENT  OF 
THE  BLIND,  AND  THEY  HAVE  BEEN  DISTRIBUTED  TO  RADIO  STATIONS  THROUGHOUT 
THE  COUNTRY.   PERIODICALLY  SEMINARS  FOR  JOB  APPLICANTS  WHO  ARE  BLIND 
WILL  BE  HELD.   WORKSHOPS  FOR  PROSPECTIVE  EMPLOYERS  AND  OTHER  PERSONNEL 
RESPONSIBLE  FOR  HIRING  ARE  ALSO  BEING  HELD.   If  THERE  IS  AN  EVENT  IN 
YOUR  AREA  OF  THE  STATE  FOR  WHICH  YOU  WISH  TO  DRAW  ON  THE  RESOURCES  OF 
JOB  PLEASE  DO  NOT  HESITATE  TO  CONTACT  JOB  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  OR  THE 
STATE  COORDINATOR. 
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Members  of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  have  wished  for  a  na- 
tional REFERRAL  AND  SUPPORT  SERVICE  FOR  BLIND  JOB  APPLICANTS  FOR  MANY 
YEARS.   WE  ARE  INDEED  EXCITED  ABOUT  THE  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  THE  BLIND 
PROGRAM.   IT  IS  A  BIG  STEP  FORWARD  TOWARD  OUR  GOAL  OF  EQUAL  EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  BLIND  AMERICANS, 

PRESBYTERIAN  CQLLEk  TO  HOST  i31  :STATE  ■CQ^VEmOi 

Presbyterian  College  will  host  the  1931  convention  of  the  flR  of  SC  the 
weekend  of  july  31,  august  1  i  2,  1981.  located  at  clinton  in  laurels 
County,  Presbyterian  College  was  founded  in  1830  and  is  therefore  cele- 
brating its  100th  aniversary.  Room  rates  are  m   incredible  $7.00  for 
singles  and  $14,00  for  doubles.  convention  delegates  if  they  choose 
may  also  bring  their  children  and  pets=  :4hile  federation  officials  feel 
that  the  housing  accommodations  at  presdyterian  college  will  be  comfort- 
ABLE, A  Holiday  Inn  is  only  5  minutes  away  by  automobile  and  may  be  u- 

TILIZED  IF  PREFERRED.  Of  COURSE,  HOLIDAY  INN  RATES  WILL  BE  MUCH  GREATER. 

ihile  there  are  nearby  restaurants  presbyterian  college  officials  are 
making  their  dining  hall  available  for  all  meals  throughout  the  conven- 
tion, as  a  viable  alternative  to  spiralling  hotel  rates  and  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  statewide  membership,  federation  officials  have  turned  to 
State  universities  and  private  colleges  for  convention  accommodations. 

In  THE  FUTURE  OTHER  UNIVERSITIES  AND  COLLEGES  LOCATED  THROUGHOUT  THE 

state  will  be  considered  including  clemson  university,  the  college  of 
Charleston,  Winthrop  College,  Lander  College,  Furman  University  and  Wof- 
ford  College,  etc,  Of  course,  depending  upon  their  overall  facilities. 
The  Laurens  County  Chapter  of  the  NR  of  SC  will  undoubtedly  be  a 
great  host  for  the  1981  convention,  More  details  will  be  given  in  the 
February  issue  of  the  Palmetto  Blind,  However,  reservations  will  again 
be  made  through  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind. 

FR0R JHE  PRES IDEHT ' S.  DESK 
by  Donald  Capps 

It  hardly  seems  possible  but  once  again  we  are  entering  into  the  Thanks- 
giving season,  Unquestionably,  all  of  us  have  many  things  for  which  to 
be  thankful.  The  MR  of  SC  and  the  blind  of  the  state  have  made  good 
progress  in  1930  and  we  wish  to  express  our  gratitude.  While  many  chal- 
lenges lie  ahead  it  is  appropriate  that  we  pause  during  the  Thanksgiving 
season  to  give  thanks  for  our  many  blessings. 
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:'ie  have  been  blessed  materially  and  otherwise.  there  has  teen  consid- 
erable progress  in  many  programs  and  services.  speaking  of  material 
blessings/  during  the  past  two  years,  nfb  of  sc  programs  include  the 
successful  completion  of  a  $75/10d  expansion  of  the  federation  center 
of  the  Blind,  an  $80/300  expansion  of  Osterneck  Cottage  at  Rocky  Bot- 
tom Camp  of  the  Blind.,  and  construction  of  a  parking  area  at  the  Fed- 
eration Center  of  the  3lind  at  a  cost  in  excess  of  $15^000,  m1hile 
there  is  still  some  indebtedness  on  Osterneck  Cottage  and  the  Center's 
parking  lot/  undoubtedly  this  indebtedness  will  be  successfully  con- 
CLUDED, In  1980  the  MFB  of  SC  experienced  substantial  membership 
growth  with  three  new  chapters  being  organized  in  ^alterhoro.,  ( low 
Country)^  Pickens  and  Myrtle  Beach.  These  three  new  chapters  have 
brought  into  the  federation  blind  south  carolinians  unknown  before  but 
who  how  join  us  in  this  big  program  of  serving  the  blind.  our  members 
continue  to  be  featured  in  articles  appearing  in  newspapers  throughout 
the  state.  liot  only  do  these  articles  feature  federation  members  but 
they  also  focus  continuing  public  attention  upon  blindness,  fc  of 
the  federation, continue  to  feel  that  public  attitudes  must  improve  if 
conditions  among  the  blind  are  to  improve.  thus,  public  education  con- 
cerning blindness  will  continue  to  be  a  prime  objective  of  the  federa- 
tion, we  are  also  ple/'.sed  with  our  many  valuable  relationships  with 
others  outside  the  federation  but  who  are  also  interested  in  and  work- 
ing to  improve  service  to  the  blind.  as  state  president,  we  are  espe- 
cially pi.oud  of  many  of  our  members  who  are  being  recognized  and  excep- 
ting new  responsibilities  to  the  blind.  all  of  us  must  continue  to 

STRIVE  TO  IMPROVE  OUR  GOOD  TRACK  RECORD  AS  MUCH  REMAINS  TO  BE  DONE.  We 
NEED  TO  ORGANIZE  MORE  CHAPTERS,  IMPROVE  THE  FUNDING  OF  OUR  PROGRAMS, 
AND  ENLIST  EVEN  MORE  GROUPS  AND  INDIVIDUALS  IN  OUR  PROGRAM  OF  SERVICE- 
TO  THE  BLIND.   It  IS  ALWAYS  A  GOOD  TIME  TO  EVALUATE  OUR  STEWARDSHIP  IN 
TERMS  OF  TIME,  ENERGY  AND  RESOURCES.   FINALLY,  WE  HOPE  THAT  ALL  OF  YOU 
HAVE  A  BLESSED  AND  JOYOUS  HOLIDAY  SEASON. 

FINAL  THOUGHT 

"Nothing  in  the  world  can  take  the  place  of  persistence.  Talent  will 
not;  nothing  is  more  common  than  unsuccessful  men  with  talent.  Genius 
will  notj  unrewarded  genius  is  almost  a  proverb.  education  will  not.? 

THE  WORLD  IS  FULL  OF  EDUCATED  nnRFI irrs.   PERSISTENCE  AND  DETERMINATION 
ALONE  ARF  OMNIPOTENT/' 
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THE  PALMETTO  BLIND 


The  Voice  of 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind 

of  South  Carolina(Formerly  The 

South  Carolina  Aurora  Club 

of  the  Blind,  Inc.) 

Editor:  Donald  C.  Capps 

Published  Quarterly 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina,  formerly  known  as  The  South 
Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind,  is  chartered 
under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina  to 
promote  the  social,  spiritual  and  economic 
well-being  of  all  the  blind  of  South  Carolina. 

The  Palmetto  Blind  is  provided  free  of  charge 
by  The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina  to  all  blind  South  Carolinians 
and  other  interested  persons,  and  is  available 
in  print,  audio  cassette  editions,  and  braille 
from  The  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind. 

Readers  who  receive  the  audio  cassette 
editions  are  requested  to  handle  the  tapes  with 


care  and  to  always  return  them  promptly  for 
the  benefit  of  other  users.  If  you  should  receive 
a  bad  tape,  please  let  the  Center  know  by  drop- 
ping us  a  note  enclosed  with  the  bad  cassette 
so  that  appropriate  action  may  be  taken  to 
remove  that  cassette  from  our  library.  Braille 
and  print  copies  may  be  retained  by  recipients 
for  their  personal  libraries. 

If  you  or  a  friend  wish  to  remember  The 
South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind,  Inc. 
also  known  as  The  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina,  in  your  will  you  can  do 
so  by  employing  the  following  language: 

"I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  The  South 
Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind,  Inc.  also 
known  as  The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
of  South  Carolina,  P.  O.  Box  4174,  Columbia, 
S.C.  The  sum  of  $ (or" per- 
cent of  my  net  estate  ",  or  "the  following  stocks 
and  bonds: ")  to  be  used  for  its  wor- 
thy purposes  on  behalf  of  blind  persons  and  to 
be  held  and  administered  by  direction  of  its 
Executive  Committee  and  Board  of  Directors." 


MM 


EDITORIAL  FOREWORD 


This  is  the  first  commercially  printed  edition 
of  the  "Palmetto  Blind."  After  relying  upon 
mimeograph  machines  for  nearly  25  years 
operated  manually  and  electrically,  "Palmetto 
Blind"  readers  will  appreciate  the  new  format. 
It  seems  appropriate  that  the  first  commercially 
printed  issue  of  the  "Palmetto  Blind"  has  as  its 


main  focus  "And  Justice  for  All." 

In  addition,  beginning  with  this  issue,  the 
"Palmetto  Blind"  will  be  available  in  braille.  If 
you  would  like  a  copy  of  this  edition  and  future 
issues  in  braille,  please  call  254-3777  or  write 
the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind. 


AND  JUSTICE  FOR  ALL 


Legislation  has  been  introduced  in  both 
houses  of  the  South  Carolina  General  Assem- 
bly which  would  assure  nondiscriminatory 
treatment  of  prospective  blind  jurors.  The 
legislation  has  strong  support  in  both  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 
However,  there  is  some  opposition  to  the 
legislation  which  comes  primarily  from  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  who  are  practicing  at- 
torneys. It  should  be  pointed  out,  however,  that 
many  attorneys  in  the  legislature  do  support 
the  legislation. 

While  there  are  a  number  of  co-sponsors  in 
both  the  Senate  and  House  the  chief  Senate 
author  is  Senator  Hyman  Rubin  of  Richland 
County  with  Representative  Joyce  Hearn  of 
Richland  County  being  the  chief  author  of  the 
House  bill.  The  legislation  also  has  strong 
bipartisan  support. 

Those  legislators,  hopefully  few  in  number,  in 
opposition  to  the  legislation  have  generally  ex- 
pressed the  viewpoint  that  blind  persons  acting 
as  jurors  would  experience  difficulty  in 
evaluating  demonstrative  evidence.  The 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  has  published  a  special  brochure  en- 
titled "And  Justice  For  All."  In  this  brochure  the 
NFB  of  SC  has  addressed  the  matter  of  blind 
persons  evaluating  demonstrative  evidence  as 
well  as  other  issues  which  have  been  raised. 
The  brochure  reads  as  follows: 

If  Justice  is  Blind,  Why  Not  Jurors?  The  State  - 
May5,  1979. 

Blind  Justice,  The  Evening  Post  -  Feb.  12, 
1979. 

Blind  Jurors?  Why  Not?  The  Columbia  Record 
-April  23,  1979. 

When  summoned  for  jury  duty,  many  people 
look  for  excuses  to  avoid  their  civic  respon- 
sibility to  serve  as  jurors. 

Not  so  with  Mrs.  Mattie  B.  Gatlin,  a  blind 
Charlestonian  .  .  .  "I've  voted  in  about  every 


election  and  I  consider  jury  duty  a  privilege." 
Following  years  of  waiting  for  her  opportunity 
to  serve,  however,  Mrs.  Gatlin  was  dismissed 
as  a  juror  by  a  circuit  court  judge.  The  law  cited 
in  her  disqualification  states  that  ".  .  .  no  per- 
son shall  be  qualified  to  serve  as  a  juror  in  any 
court  in  this  state  if  ...  he  is  incapable  by 
reason  of  mental  or  physical  infirmities  to  ren- 
der efficient  jury  duty." 

"I'm  an  intelligent  person  and  a  very  im- 
partial person,"  said  Mrs.  Gatlin  in  response  to 
her  dismissal.  In  an  expression  of  concern  and 
dissatisfaction  with  this  denial  of  her  civic  right, 
Mrs.  Gatlin  observed  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  session  for  which  she  was  summoned. 
Her  experience  as  a  spectator  strengthened 
her  affirmation  that  she  and  other  blind  per- 
sons could  render  efficient  jury  service.  She 
and  many  others  are  seeking  legislative 
change  to  insure  the  rights  of  first  class  citizen- 
ship for  blind  people. 

The  Blind  can  Judge  Facts 

Blind  men  and  women  participate  in  our 
state  and  country  as  judges,  attorneys, 
legislators,  elected  officials,  voters  and  tax- 
payers; and  when  permitted,  the  blind  serve  as 
jurors. 

"The  blind  person's  judgement  is  as  sound  as 
anyone  else's  ...  I  would  jump  at  the  chance  to 
have  a  blind  juror  who  wants  to  serve  over 
someone  who  is  forced  to  serve." — Senator 
Paul  Cantrell,  Charleston  Attorney. 

Interestingly,  blind  persons  can  and  do  serve 
in  the  sensitive  positions  of  judges  from 
supreme  court  justices  to  family  court  judges, 
but  are  not  qualified  to  sit  as  jurors  with  eleven 
other  sighted  jurors  to  determine  questions  of 
fact. 

In  a  timely  university  study  a  full  trial  was  ac- 
ted out  for  a  group  of  students  in  which  the 
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testimony  of  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant 
was  read  to  the  jury.  Pictures  of  the  plaintiff 
and  the  defendant  were  presented  to  the  jury 
whose  final  vote  was  two-to-one  in  favor  of  the 
pretty  plaintiff.  The  exact  same  case  was 
presented  to  another  group  of  students  only 
this  time  the  pictures  were  switched.  The 
second  jury  decided  again  by  a  two-to-one 
margin  for  the  pretty  woman,  who  was  now  the 
defendant  in  the  same  action.  This  illustration 
demonstrates  that  in  some  instances  the  facts 
may  not  be  seen  as  clearly  by  the  sighted  as  by 
the  Blind. 

Did  You  Know? 

Until  recent  years  women  and  blacks  shared 
the  same  exclusion  from  jury  service  ex- 
perienced by  the  blind  today. 

Under  South  Carolina  law  today  ".  .  .  no  per- 
son shall  be  qualified  to  serve  as  a  juror  in  any 
court  in  this  State  if:  (1)  He  has  been  convicted 
in  a  state  or  federal  court  of  record  of  a  crime 
punishable  by  imprisonment  for  more  than  one 
year.  (2)  He  is  unable  to  read,  write,  speak,  or 
understand  the  English  language.  (3)  He  is  in- 
capable by  reason  of  mental  or  physical  in- 
firmities to  render  efficient  jury  service.  (4)  He 
has  less  than  a  sixth-grade  education  or  its 
equivalent." 

Blind  people  are  successfully  participating  in 
all  areas  of  society  as  professionals, 
businessmen,  teachers,  students,  attorneys, 
and  more  -  and  making  reasonable  and  im- 
portant decisions  every  day. 

The  term  legal  blindness  covers  a  vast  range 
of  visual  disorders  from  total  blindness  to  a 
visual  acuity  of  20/200  or  a  field  degree  of  20 
degrees. 

Blind  people  utilize  alternative  techniques 
and   technology    in   their  daily    lives   to   "see" 


what  the  sighted  public  sees.  Perception  is  not 
limited  to  the  visual  act  of  seeing,  nor  is 
judgement  unique  to  persons  who  see. 

Blind  people  want  to  serve  as  jurors.  As 
voters  and  tax  payers  -  and  most  importantly  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  blind  South 
Carolinians  deserve  equal  treatment. 

Legal  blindness  should  not  disqualify  an 
otherwise  qualified  juror. 

The  term  physical  infirmity  has  not  been  ap- 
plied uniformly  to  all  blind  people.  Some  judges 
have  on  occasion  permitted  blind  people  to 
serve  as  competent  jurors.  Uniformity  of  the 
law  is  needed  to  insure  the  right  of  all  qualified 
legally  blind  persons  to  serve  as  jurors. 


As  We  See  It 

Section  1 4-7-8 1 0  of  the  Code  of  Laws  of  South 
Carolina  should  be  amended  to  read  as 
follows:  "In  addition  to  any  other  provision  of 
law,  no  person  shall  be  qualified  to  serve  as  a 
juror  in  any  court  in  this  state  if:  (3)  He  is  in- 
capable by  reason  of  mental  or  physical  in- 
firmities to  render  efficient  jury  service.  Legal 
blindness  shall  not  disqualify  an  otherwise 
qualified  juror." 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  characteristics 
such  as  age,  sex,  occupation,  race,  and  per- 
sonality traits  of  prospective  jurors  are 
carefully  scrutinized  by  attorneys  as  they  select 
strikes.  If  an  attorney  believes  that  a  blind  per- 
son will  inhibit  justice  in  a  particular  case  he 
should  exercise  his  preemptory  strikes  in  the 
same  manner  as  he  would  for  others  whom  he 
might  judge  undesirable  for  his  case. 

There  is  none  so  blind  as  he  who  will  not  see 
.  .  .  Please  support  the  right  of  qualified  blind 
persons  to  serve  on  juries. 


ROCKY  BOTTOM  UPDATE 


Since  the  November  1980  edition  of  the 
"Palmetto  Blind"  in  which  readers  were 
brought  up  to  date  on  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of 
the  Blind  there  has  been  continuing  progress. 
On  Saturday,  November  29th,  a  gigantic 
garage  sale  was  held  at  the  State  Fairgrounds 
in  Columbia.  It  was  a  highly  successful  event 
netting  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  profits 
in  excess  of  $5,000.  Members  of  the  Richland- 
Lexington  County  Campaign  for  Rocky  Bottom 


devoted  literally  hundreds  of  hours  to  this 
project  and  are  to  be  highly  commended.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  badly  needed  profits  the  Rocky 
Bottom  project  also  realized  an  added  benefit 
by  virtue  of  hundreds  of  Columbians  and  others 
who  attended  the  garage  sale  and  became 
familar  with  the  Rocky  Bottom  program.  A 
special  word  of  thanks  goes  to  Len  Hathaway  of 
WIS  Radio  who  made  on-the-scene  live  broad- 
casts throughout  the  day. 


Rocky  Bottom  Seminar  Held 

During  the  weekend  of  December  6  and  7, 
1980,  a  state  board  meeting  and  seminar  were 
held  at  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind. 
The  South  Carolina  Baptist  Convention  joined 
the  NFB  of  SC  in  sponsoring  the  two  day  event. 
Miss  Bernice  Popham  along  with  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Jerry  St.  John  of  the  Missions  Department  of 
the  South  Carolina  Baptist  Convention  presen- 
ted programs  on  both  Saturday  afternoon  and 
Sunday  morning.  They  were  in  keeping  with  the 
Christmas  season  and  were  greatly  enjoyed  by 
the  some  40  persons  in  attendance.  Most  of 
Saturday  afternoon  was  set  aside  for  a 
thorough  discussion  of  the  legislation  dealing 
with  prospective  blind  jurors. 

On  Saturday  evening,  for  the  first  time,  there 
was  a  gala  Christmas  party  at  Rocky  Bottom 
Camp  of  the  Blind  participated  in  by  blind 
citizens  from  throughout  the  state.  Both  Santa 
Claus  and  Rudolph  the  Red  Nosed  Reindeer 
were  in  attendance.  The  group  enjoyed  singing 
Christmas  songs  not  to  mention  consuming 
dozens  of  cookies  and  other  goodies  con- 
tributed by  all. 

During  Sunday  morning  the  entire  Rocky  Bot- 
tom program  was  reviewed  in  detail  with 
special  emphasis  on  continuing  development. 
The  theme  of  the  session  was  "Together  We 
Will  Succeed."  The  two  day  conference  was 
productive. 


Camp  Has  New  Caretaker 

Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  has  a  new 
caretaker.  She  is  Mrs.  Eunice  Carver  who,  along 
with  her  husband  Mr.  Tom  Carver,  is  residing  in 
the  private  apartment  at  Osterneck  Cottage. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carver  are  long-time  com- 
munity residents.  Mrs.  Carver  assumed  her 
new  position  the  first  part  of  January.  Mrs.  Car- 
ver was  selected  from  among  a  number  of  ap- 
plicants for  the  position.  NFB  of  SC  officials  feel 
fortunate  in  acquiring  the  services  of  Mrs.  Car- 
ver. As  life-long  community  residents  the  Car- 
vers seem  ideally  suited  for  the  Rocky  Bottom 
program.  Federation  officials  look  forward  to  a 
long  and  meaningful  relationship  with  the  Car- 
vers. Those  of  you  from  throughout  the  state 
who  visit  Rocky  Bottom  will  certainly  want  to 
extend  the  hand  of  fellowship  and  goodwill  to 
our  new  friends  -  the  Carvers. 


Reception   For   Rocky   Bottom   Community 
Held 

A  reception  for  the  Rocky  Bottom  community 
was  held  at  Osterneck  Cottage  on  Friday 
evening,  January  16th.  NFB  of  SC  President, 
Donald  Capps,  gave  a  progress  report  to  the 
gathering.  There  were  also  comments  by 
Suzanne  Bridges,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind,  Jerry  Whittle, 
Staff  Assistant  of  the  Federation  Center  and 
Mr.  Joe  Stribling,  President  of  the  Oconee 
County  Chapter.  President  Capps  introduced 
the  new  caretaker,  Mrs.  Eunice  Carver,  who 
also  spoke  briefly.  This  was  followed  by  a 
question  and  answer  session. 

The  Rocky  Bottom  community  demonstrated 
a  genuine  concern  in  this  unique  program  of 
service  to  the  blind.  Mrs.  Carver,  serving  as 
hostess  for  the  reception,  prepared  refresh- 
ments which  were  enjoyed  by  all.  It  was  a  most 
productive  evening  and  generated  much  good 
will  for  all  concerned.  There  will  be  future 
receptions  at  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind, 
which  is  proud  to  be  a  part  of  the  Rocky  Bottom 
community. 

Recreational  Programs  Being  Planned 

Recreational  programs  for  the  summer  of 
1981  for  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  are 
being  planned.  There  have  been  meetings  with 
a  number  of  interested  citizens  including 
several  officials  of  the  Lions  Clubs  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  state.  It  is  hoped  that  funding  will  be 
found  to  construct  a  swimming  pool  which 
would  enhance  recreational  activities  at  the 
camp.  There  are  also  plans  to  develop  an  area 
which  lies  between  Osterneck  Cottage  and 
Chimney  Top  Creek  for  recreational  activity. 
This  would  include  a  patio  and  facilities  for  out- 
door cookouts  and  picnicking.  An  architectural 
blueprint  for  this  recreational  area  has  already 
been  completed.  Naturally  the  completion  of 
these  plans  are  contingent  upon  necessary  fun- 
ding and  related  services. 

Newsletter  Established 

A  newsletter  outlining  progress  of  the  Rocky 
Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  program  from  its  in- 
ception two  years  ago  has  been  sent  to  camp 
contributors  and  friends.  The  NFB  of  SC  is  ap- 
preciative  of  the   widespread   support  of   the 


camp.  The  newsletter  is  designed  to  keep  sup- 
porters up  to  date  on  the  Camp's  progress. 
Federation  officials  recognize  that  the  ongoing 
progress  of  the  Rocky  Bottom  program  is 
dependent  largely  upon  the  continuing  interest 
and  support  of  many  citizens  throughout  the 
state. 


A  THANK  YOU  NOTE 

(Editor's  note:  The  NFB  of  SC  is  pleased  to 
report  that  Mrs.  Doris  Bell,  wife  of  NFB  of  SC 
First  Vice  President,  Bob  Bell,  is  now  making 
good  progress  after  spending  a  number  of 
weeks  in  the  hospital.) 

Let  us  take  this  means  to  thank  each  and 
every  member  of  the  NFB  of  SC  for  all  the  many 
ways  they  have  expressed  their  love  and  con- 
cern for  me  during  my  illness.  I  am  not  well  yet 
but  I  am  very  much  better.  I  know  that  your 
prayers  have  played  a  large  part  in  this 
healing.  May  God  bless  each  and  every  one  of 
you  -  Love  to  All  -  Doris  Bell 


RETREAT  FOR  BLIND  ANNOUNCED 

Miss  Bernice  Popham  of  the  Missions  Depart- 
ment of  the  South  Carolina  Baptist  Convention 
writes  as  follows:  The  Missions  Department  is 
planning  a  Retreat  for  the  Blind,  April  3-4  1981. 
It  will  be  held  at  the  White  Oak  Conference 
Center  which  is  located  near  Winnsboro.  The 
retreat  will  begin  Friday  at  5:00  p.m.  with 
registration,  dinner  at  6:00  p.m.  and  will  close 
at  2:00  p.m.  on  Saturday.  The  cost  will  be 
$15.00  per  person  with  three  to  five  in  a  motel 
type  room  or  $18.00  per  person  with  two  in  a 
room.  In  addition  there  will  be  a  $3.00 
registration  fee. 

The  following  statement  is  a  new  policy  at 
White  Oak.  "A  deposit  of  $10.00  per  person  is 
required.  If  a  cancellation  is  made  two  months 
in  advance,  the  full  amount  will  be  refunded.  If 
a  cancellation  is  made  30-59  days  in  advance, 
one-half  of  the  deposit  will  be  refunded.  There 
will  be  no  refund  for  cancellations  made  less 
than  a  month  prior  to  a  meeting.'' 

To  register,  send  your  name,  address  and 
phone  number  to  White  Oak  Conference  Cen- 
ter, White  Oak,  S.C.  29176.  Please  state  that 
you  are  registering  for  the  Retreat  for  the  Blind. 


A  deposit  of  $10.00  must  accompany  your  let- 
ter.  Just   remember,   April    3-4,    1.981.  are  the 
dates. 
Sincerely, 
(Miss)  Bernice  Popham 


FIRST  COMPANIONSHIP  DAY  OF  1981 
A  BIG  SUCCESS 

by  Jerry  Whittle 

On  Thursday,  January  29th,  twenty-two  blind 
persons  enjoyed  a  tour  of  the  State  House  in 
Columbia,  This  tour  was  a  part  of  the  Com- 
panionship Day  program  of  the  Federation  Cen- 
ter of  the  Blind.  Each  month  a  different  trip  is 
planned  for  persons  interested  in  the  program. 
On  the  tour  of  the  State  House,  everyone  en- 
joyed seeing  the  solid  silver  sword  which  is 
located  in  the  Senate  side  of  the  historic 
building,  and  the  gold  and  silver  mace  which  is 
found  on  the  House  side.  Both  the  House  and 
the  Senate  are  panelled  in  Honduras 
Mahogany.  Vermont  marble  and  brass  over 
one  hundred  years  old  are  also  part  of  the 
decor.  We  were  also  allowed  to  see  how  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  vote 
by  computer.  We  also  made  pictures  of  the 
group  on  the  steps  of  the  State  House.  After  the 
tour,  we  marched  over  to  good  ole  McDonald's 
for  a  late  lunch.  What  a  day!  We  didn't  get  Miss 
Annie  Toner  home  until  6:00  p.m.  If  you  would 
like  to  participate  in  our  Companionship  Day 
activities  and  are  not  on  our  list,  please  call 
254-3777.  The  best  pains  are  growing  pains. 

'SPIRIT'  IS  GOOD 

From  the  Lancaster  News,  Monday,  December 
8,  1980 

"Spirit"  among  members  of  Lancaster  Coun- 
ty's Federation  of  the  Blind  is  good,  according 
to  State  Federation  president  Donald  Capps. 

Capps  was  in  Lancaster  last  week  to  attend  a 
Christmas  gathering  for  members  and  friends 
of  the  county  federation  at  Douglas 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Reggie  Baker,  chapter  president,  said  he 
doesn't  know  what  the  total  membership  in  the 
Lancaster  chapter  is  but  he  said  it  is  growing  by 
"leaps  and  bounds.''  He  estimates  membership 
has  grown  by  about  100  to  150  percent  in  the 
last  five  months. 


"And  we  have  at  least  five  potential  new 
members  that  I  know  of  right  now/'  he  said, 
reaching  down  to  pat  his  dog  Licorice. 

Baker,  30,  became  blind  as  a  result  of 
diabetes.  Since  he  became  chapter  president 
last  summer  he  has  been  "beating  the  bushes" 
for  new  members.  "I'm  planning  to  work  the 
Kershaw  area  next,  probably  in  February,"  He 
said,  "because  it  hasn't  even  been  touched 
yet. 

"It's  a  job,"  Baker  said  of  being  chapter 
president  but  he  said  it  also  has  its  rewards. 

"We  were  planning  just  a  small  Christmas 
gathering  at  first,"  Baker  said,  a  long,  well- 
filled  table  of  food  behind  him.  "And  then  I 
went  out  and  talked  to  some  merchants  about 
sponsoring  it  and  as  it  has  ended  up  we  haven't 
had  to  take  a  cent  from  our  treasury  to  pay  for 
this." 

Capps,  who  in  addition  to  being  state 
president  is  also  editor  of  the  quarterly 
magazine  "The  Palmetto  Blind,"  said  his  stop  in 
Lancaster  is  just  one  of  many  that  he  makes 
year-round,  and  especially  at  Christmas. 

"I've  already  been  to  Christmas  parties  at 
Chester,  Rocky  Bottom  and  Rock  Hill  and  I'm 
going  to  Columbia  and  Seneca  next  week,"  he 
said.  "I  try  to  get  to  as  many  as  possible." 


Rocky  Bottom  is  a  newly  opened  camp  for  the 
blind  in  South  Carolina  located  at  the  base  of 
Sassafras  Mountain  in  Pickens  County. 

On  a  more  serious  note,  Capps  said  the  state 
federation  is  "real  proud"  of  the  Lancaster 
chapter.  "The  spirit  is  particularly  good  in  Lan- 
caster County,"  Capps  said. 

Through  The  Palmetto  Blind  magazine, 
available  in  print  and  on  tapes,  Capps  said  the 
Federation  of  the  Blind  keeps  South  Carolinans 
informed  about  blindness.  "We  try  to  run  suc- 
cess stories  on  various  blind  people  around  the 
state.  And  we  also  include  legislation  that  may 
be  of  interest  and  we  list  job  opportunities." 

But  probably  the  most  important  function  of 
the  magazine  and  the  federation  is  to  keep  the 
general  public  better  informed  about  what  it 
means  to  be  blind. 

"In  Lancaster  County,  for  example,"  Capps 
said,  "people  haven't  known  about  blindness. 
But  with  the  organization  of  the  Lancaster  chap- 
ter we  are  able  to  help  bridge  the  gap  on  blind- 
ness. An  organization  can  do  a  lot  to  educate 
the  public' 

"The  blind,"  Capps  said,  "are  better  off  when 
they  are  assimilated  into  society.  We're  just  a 
cross  section  of  the  population." 


THAT'S     LOYALTY     AND     DEVOTION! 
PORTERS  HAVE  25  YEARS  OF  PERFECT  ATTENDANCE 


Ivy  and  Elizabeth  Porter  have  attended  every 
meeting  of  the  Charleston  Chapter  since  its  in- 
ception in  1955.  That  means  that  they  have  a 
perfect  record  of  attendance  for  over  25  years. 
The  Porters  are  among  the  charter  members  of 
the  Charleston  Chapter.  Their  meritorious 
record  is  probably  unparalleled  in  the  entire 
country  among  Federationists.  In  addition  to 
their  faithful  presence  at  all  chapter  meetings, 
Ivy  and  Elizabeth  have  missed  only  one  state 
convention  in  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  service. 
They  are  more  than  just  faithful  attenders.  Both 
of  the  Porters  can  be  depended  on  to  help  out 
in  fund  raising  and  all  other  activities  of  their 
local  chapter.  Their  unselfish  service  to  fellow 
Federationists  is  an  admirable  example  of 
dependability  in  a  time  when  apathy  dominates 
much  of  society.  Any  organization  would  love 
to  have  dependable  and  devoted  members  like 
Ivy  and  Elizabeth  Porter  to  swell  their  ranks, 
Congratulations     Porters     on     a     magnificent 


record  of  service  to  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind  of  South  Carolina.  We  hope  to  be 
congratulating  you  after  50  years  of  perfect  at- 
tendance. 

WHAT  IS  THE  NATIONAL  FEDERATION 

OF  THE  BLIND  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA? 

(Editor's  Note:  This  new  brochure  is  now  avail- 
able to  members  and  the  public.) 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  is  a  non-profit  eleemosynary  private 
organization  of  the  blind  dedicated  to  im- 
proving the  social,  spiritual,  and  economic  well- 
being  of  the  blind  in  South  Carolina. 

The  real  problem  of  blindness  is  not  the  loss 
of  eyesight.  The  real  problem  is  the  misun- 
derstanding and  lack  of  information  which 
exist.  With  proper  training  and  opportunity, 
blindness  can  be  reduced  to  a  mere  physical 
nuisance. 
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What   is   the   National   Federation   of   the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina? 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina  is  an  organization  of  blind 
people  .  .  .  governed  by  blind  people.  In- 
terested sighted  persons  are  invited  to  join  as 
volunteers  and  associate  members.  From  its 
founding  in  Spartanburg  in  1944,  the 
organization  has  grown  to  include  21  local 
chapters,  two  statewide  divisions,  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  located  in 
Columbia,  and  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the 
Blind  located  in  Pickens  County.  Chapters  are 
located  in  Aiken,  Anderson,  Beaufort, 
Charleston,  Chester,  Columbia,  Conway, 
Florence,  Greenville,  Greenwood,  Lancaster, 
Laurens,  Myrtle  Beach,  the  Low  Country, 
Oconee,  Orangeburg,  Pickens,  Rock  Hill,  Spar- 
tanburg, Sumter  and  Union.  The  Student 
Division  and  the  S.  C.  Blind  Vendors  Association 
are  also  affiliated  with  the  National  Federation 
of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina. 

What   are   the   purposes   of   the   National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina? 

Social  adjustment  to  blindness,  spiritual 
growth,  and  economic  improvement  are  goals 
of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina. 

We  must  teach  the  public  that  blindness  does 
not  mean  that  we  are  dependent  or  blessed 
with  special  powers. 

We  must  show  those  who  become  blind  that 
blindness  need  not  be  an  end  to  a  happy  and 
fulfilling  life.  Blind  people  must  learn  that  a  full 
and  "normal"  life  awaits  them  with  training 
and  opportunity. 

We  must  help  blind  people  find  jobs.  Many 
capable  blind  persons  have  never  had  a  job.  In 
fact,  70%  of  those  who  are  able  to  work  cannot 
find  employment. 

We  must  change  outmoded  laws,  correct 
misconceptions  about  blindness,  and  remove 
attitudinal  barriers. 

In  other  words  we  must  work  for  the  equality 
of  blind  people  —  the  right  to  share  in  the  good 
things  in  life. 

How  does  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina  help  the  blind? 

Collective    Efforts    —    One    of    the    best 
medicines    for    a    blind    person    who    is    ex- 


periencing difficulty  in  adjusting  to  blindness 
is  to  meet  other  blind  people  arid  learn  of 
their  jobs  and  techniques.  Membership  in  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  provides  an  opportunity  for  par- 
ticipation and  restoration  of  confidence. 
Through  Chapter,  Division  and  State 
meetings  and  conventions  we  express  our 
needs  and  formulate  programs  to  meet  these 
needs. 

Legislative  Changes  —  State  programs 
have  always  been  important  to  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina.  The 
State  Legislature  has  worked  closely  with  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  in  the  passage  of  18  bills  which 
provide  benefits  to  all  blind  South 
Carolinians. 
Some  of  these  laws  include: 

•  An  exemption  on  State  income  taxes. 

•  Priority  in  the  employment  of  blind  persons 
in  vending  facilities. 

•  Abolishment  of  the  assessment  of  a  per- 
centage of  the  gross  earnings  of  blind  ven- 
dors. 

•  Increased  cash  assistance  to  the  needy  blind. 

•  Assistance  to  the  blind  in  voting. 

•  Establishment  of  a  study  committee  to  in- 
vestigate employment  opportunities  and 
problems  of  the  blind. 

•  Establishment  of  a  separate  state  agency  for 
the  blind. 

•  Authorization  of  a  real  estate  transfer  from 
the  Association  of  the  Blind  to  the  S.  C.  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind. 

•  Authorization  for  the  construction  of  an  adult 
training  and  orientation  center  by  the  S.  C. 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 

•  Regulation  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
products  made  by  the  blind. 

•  Adoption  of  the  White  Cane  Law  guaran- 
teeing basic  rights  to  the  blind. 

•  The  Homestead  Exemption  Bill. 

•  Restructuring  of  the  Board  of  the  S.  C.  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  from  5  to  7  members,  3 
of  whom  must  be  legally  blind. 

•  The  "Right  to  Work"  bill  which  guarantees 
priority  to  blind  persons  in  the  operation  of 
vending  facilities  in  state,  county,  and 
municipal  buildings. 

Public  Education  —  We  must  inform  the 
public  about  the  true  nature  of  blindness  — 
what     it     is,     and    what     it     is     not.    Through 


publications,  literature,  documentaries,  a 
speakers  bureau,  and  media  presentations  we 
strive  to  correct  harmful  misconceptions  and 
misinformation  about  blindness. 

Business,  civic,  church,  and  professional 
groups  have  benefitted  from  the  information 
shared  by  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
of  South  Carolina.  Most  importantly,  however, 
the  blind  of  our  state  have  learned  more  about 
the  true  nature  of  blindness. 

Counseling  and  Adjustment  —  Blindness 
respects  no  one.  It  can  happen  to  anyone,  and 
when  it  does  the  affected  individual  is  thrust  in- 
to an  entirely  new  style  of  living.  With  proper 
help  and  training  a  person  can  make  the  ad- 
justment to  blindness  and  lead  a  productive 
and  happy  life. 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  provides  a  positive  program  of  en- 
couragement which  stresses  the  respectability 
of  blindness. 

Through  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
of  South  Carolina  several  blind  persons  have 
been  assisted  in  securing  successful  job 
placements.  For  example,  South  Carolina's  only 
blind  PBX  Switchboard  Operator  was  assisted 
and  trained  through  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind  of  South  Carolina.  Blind  persons 
should  be  tax  payers,  not  tax  consumers.  We 
believe  in  restoring  productivity  and  improving 
social  and  economic  acceptance  of  blind  people 
in  the  community. 

Special  Programs  and  Services 

CASH  AWARDS  —  Presently,  cash  awards  in 
excess  of  $1,000  are  given  at  the  annual  con- 
vention. These  include  a  home  award,  scholar- 
ships, several  honor  awards  and  more. 

TRANSPORTATION  —  The  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  and 
its  affiliates  annually  assist  members  to  attend 
the  National  Convention.  This  is  a  superb  op- 
portunity to  acquaint  members  with  national 
programs  and  to  put  them  in  contact  with  suc- 
cessful blind  persons  from  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 

FREE  PUBLICATIONS  AND  LIBRARY  SERVICE 
—  The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  publishes  a  quarterly  edition  of  the 
Palmetto  Blind,  an  informative  publication  with 
up-to-date  stories  of  issues  which  vitally  affect 
the  lives  of  blind  South  Carolinians.  It  is 
available  in  large  print,  braille,  or  cassette. 
Other  literature  concerning  blindness  is 
available  upon  request. 


FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE  —  Interest-free  per- 
sonal loans  as  well  as  business  loans  are 
provided,  and  have  assisted  blind  persons  in 
many  ways  through  the  years.  In  distress  cases, 
the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  chapters  provide  outright  financial 
assistance  to  members. 

LEGAL  ASSISTANCE  —  Whenever  a  blind  per- 
son is  discriminated  against  solely  on  the  basis 
of  blindness  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina  will  provide  legal 
assistance  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  blind. 

REFERRAL  SERVICE  —  More  than  thirty-five 
years  of  experience  has  equipped  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  with  a 
wealth  of  knowledge  about  services  for  the 
blind.  If  our  programs  do  not  address  a  need, 
we  will  refer  individuals  to  the  proper  agencies 
for  help. 

CONVENTIONS  AND  SEMINARS  —  Annual 
conventions,  seminars  and  other  meetings  are 
regularly  scheduled  to  provide  important  in- 
formation to  the  blind. 

SOCIAL  AND  RECREATIONAL  SERVICES  — 
The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  believes  in  wholesome  recreational 
and  social  activity  and  maintains  a  year  round 
schedule  of  activities.  Besides  being  a  hard- 
working group,  we  are  a  fun  group  you  will  en- 
joy being  around. 

FEDERATION  CENTER  OF  THE  BLIND  — 
Located  at  1  19  S.  Kilbourne  Road  in  Columbia, 
The  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  serves  as 
the  headquarters  of  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind  of  South  Carolina.  This  Center  offers  a 
variety  of  programs  and  services  which  benefit 
all  blind  South  Carolinians. 

ROCKY  BOTTOM  CAMP  OF  THE  BLIND  —  The 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  operates  the  only  year  round  camp  for 
the  blind  in  the  state.  Located  in  the  mountains 
of  Pickens  County,  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the 
Blind  provides  recreational  opportunities  for 
blind  South  Carolinians  of  every  age. 


Why  every  Blind  South  Carolinian  should 
be  a  member  of  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind  of  South  Carolina. 

If  you  are  blind  and  live  in  South  Carolina, 
you  have  benefitted  from  the  work  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina.  We  are  a  positive  mechanism  through 


which  your  voice  can  be  heard,  your  concerns 
appreciated,  and  your  goals  achieved. 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  is  a  democratic  organization  governed 
by  elected  officers  and  a  Board  of  Directors,  all 
of  whom  must  be  blind.  All  officers  and  direc- 
tors serve  without  financial  compensation. 
Beginning  with  its  founder,  Dr.  Samual  Miller 
Lawton,  a  noted  educator  and  minister, 
the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  has  experienced  solid  quality  leader- 
ship. 

In  order  that  its  influence  may  be  felt  on  a 
national  level,  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina  is  affiliated  with  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  —  the  nation's 
oldest  and  largest  organization  open  to  the 
blind. 

THE  COURTESY  RULES  OF  BLINDNESS 

When  you  meet  me  don't  be  ill  at  ease.  It  will 
help  both  of  us  if  you  remember  these  simple 
points  of  courtesy: 

1.  I'm  an  ordinary  person,  just  blind.  Don't 
shout,  or  address  me  as  if  I  were  a  child.  Don't 
ask  my  wife,  "Does  he  take  cream  in  his  cof- 
fee?'' Ask  me. 

2.  If  I  am  walking  with  you,  don't  grab  my 
arm;  let  me  take  yours.  I'll  keep  a  half-step 
behind,  to  anticipate  curbs  and  steps. 


3.  I  want  to  know  who's  in  the  room  with  me. 
Speak  when  you  enter.  Introduce  me  to  the 
others.  Include  children,  and  tell  me  if  there's  a 
cat  or  dog.  Guide  my  hand  to  a  chair. 

4.  The  door  of  a  room  or  car  left  ajar  is  a 
hazard  for  me.  So  are  toys  on  the  floor.  Watch 
out  for  projecting  lampshades;  I  hate  to  break 
things. 

5.  At  dinner  I  will  not  have  trouble  with  or- 
dinary table  skills. 

6.  Don't  avoid  words  like  "see."  I  use  them, 
too.  I'm  always  glad  to  see  you. 

7.  I  don't  want  pity.  But  don't  talk  about  the 
"wonderful  compensations''  of  blindness. 
Whatever  I've  learned  has  been  by  hard  work. 

8.  If  I'm  your  houseguest,  show  me  the 
bathroom,  closet,  dresser,  window,  the  outlet 
for  my  electric  razor.  The  light  switch  too;  I  like 
to  know  whether  the  lights  are  on. 

9.  I'll  discuss  blindness  with  you  if  you're 
curious,  but  it's  an  old  story  for  me.  I  have  as 
many  other  interests  as  you  do. 

10.  Don't  think  of  me  as  just  a  blind  person. 
I'm  just  a  person  who  happens  to  be  blind. 

In  all  50  states,  the  law  requires  drivers  to 
STOP  at  the  sign  of  an  extended  white  cane. 
Only  the  blind  may  carry  white  canes.  You  see 
more  blind  persons  today,  walking  alone.  Not 
because  there  are  more  of  us,  but  because  we 
have  learned  to  make  our  own  way. 


1981    STATEWIDE    SEMINAR    BIGGEST  AND  BEST 


The  11th  annual  statewide  seminar  of  the 
NFB  of  SC  held  Saturday,  January  10th,  at  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  was 
unquestionably  the  biggest  and  best  to  date. 
No  fewer  than  168  persons  from  throughout 
South  Carolina  attended  the  one  day  con- 
ference. The  theme  of  the  meeting  was  "Not 
Satisfied.''  Donald  Capps,  President  of  the  NFB 
of  SC,  told  the  large  gathering  that  there  was 
much  reason  to  be  grateful  for  the  good 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  work  with 
the  blind  during  the  past  several  years. 
President  Capps  added,  however,  that  he  was 
"not  satisfied"  believing  that  much  remains  to 
be  done  to  bring  about  equality  of  opportunity 
for  the  blind  and  a  better  way  of  life  for  blind 
citizens. 

The  group  enjoyed  a  taped  message  from  Dr. 
Kenneth  Jernigan,  President  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind.  In  his  message  Dr.  Jer- 
nigan spoke  of  the  NFB  trinity,  local,  state,  and 


national.  He  stressed  the  need  for  membership 
support  of  all  three  entities. 

A  new  publication  "What  is  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina?"  was 
presented  to  the  group.  President  Capps  also 
briefly  explained  the  functions  and  scope  of 
other  organizations  and  agencies  of  and  for  the 
blind  including  the  South  Carolina  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  The  South  Carolina  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  Blind,  the  Alumni  Association,  and 
the  American  Council  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina.  Mrs.  Maxine  Bowles,  Commissioner 
of  the  S.  C.  Commission  for  the  Blind,  addressed 
the  seminar.  Mrs.  Bowles  stated  that  she  was 
"not  satisfied"  either  and  pledged  her  con- 
tinuing efforts  to  improve  conditions  among  the 
blind.  In  her  address  Mrs.  Bowles  presented 
statistical  data  showing  a  much  higher  per- 
centage of  blind  persons  engaged  in  oc- 
cupations earning  at  least  the  minimum  wage 
or  better. 


Suzanne  Bridges,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind,  and  Mrs.  Betty 
Ragsdale,  Center  Coordinator,  presented  in- 
formative reports.  Jerry  Whittle,  new  Staff 
Assistant  at  the  Federation  Center,  was  in- 
troduced to  the  group.  Reports  by  Miss  Bridges 
and  Mrs.  Ragsdale  included  the  following  in- 
formation: A  listing  of  services  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  Center  including  coordination  of 
volunteers  for  transportation,  errands,  and  per- 
sonal needs;  preparation  of  brochures, 
sound/slide  documentarys,  newspaper  re- 
leases, radio  and  t.v.  spot  announcements, 
and  special  releases;  optacon  training;  record 
keeping  and  correspondence  for  the  Rocky  Bot- 
tom Camp  of  the  Blind,  NFB  of  SC,  Blind  Ven- 
dors, Student  Division,  and  various  local  chap- 
ters; processing  of  Living  Memorials  and  other 
special  projects;  implementation  of 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  giving  programs; 
library  services;  referral  services;  JOB 
program;  arranging  state  conventions  and 
assisting  in  arrangements  for  national  con- 
ventions and  state  seminars;  preparations  for 
advisory  board  and  state  board  meetings; 
organizing  new  chapters;  coordination  of  Cen- 
ter improvements  projects;  researching  and 
writing  foundation  proposals;  and  arranging 
public  speaking  engagements.  In  addition  to 
hosting  and  or  attending  numerous  meetings 
concerning  blindness  throughout  the  year,  the 
Center  staff  handled  5,624  telephone  calls  and 
visitors  at  the  Center  averaging  22  per  day.  Six 
thousand  one  hundred  sixty-six  letters  or  an 
average  of  25  per  day  were  sent  out  in  1980. 
Twenty  eight  hundred  print  and  cassette  copies 
of  the  Palmetto  Blind  and  15,400  White  Cane 
letters  were  mailed  in  1980.  Seventeen  hun- 
dred brochures  were  distributed  through  the 
mail  or  through  mall  displays.  These  reports 
clearly  indicated  the  need  for  an  additional 
part-time  staff  person.  Both  Betty  and  Suzanne 
welcome  the  addition  of  Jerry  Whittle  to  the 


Federation  Center  staff  and  look  forward  to  his 
help  in  1981  and  the  years  to  follow. 

After  a  delightful  luncheon  there  was  a 
drawing  which  created  considerable  excitment. 
Some  4,000  tickets  were  sold  in  connection 
with  the  1981  Baltimore  fund.  The  person 
selling  the  winning  ticket  was  to  get  $300.00. 
Mae  Abrams  was  the  winner  of  $300.00  since 
she  sold  the  winning  ticket.  Ronald  Lovet  of 
Aiken,  who  purchased  the  winning  ticket  from 
Mrs.  Abrams,  also  received  $300.00  for  a  one 
dollar  investment.  The  winning  ticket  was 
drawn  by  Jerry  Whittle.  Mr.  C.  A.  Gatlin,  State 
Chairman  of  the  Baltimore  fund,  added  much 
color  and  enthusiasm  to  the  drawing.  He  is  due 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  a  job  well  done. 

An  updated  sound/slide  documentary  of 
Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all.  The  group  was 
brought  up  to  date  on  the  progress  of  the  Rocky 
Bottom  program.  This  update  was  followed 
with  a  discussion  by  the  group  of  those 
ingredients  which  constitute  a  100%  member. 
It  was  generally  felt  that  a  100%  member  is  a 
member  who  attends  meetings,  local,  state 
and  national,  and  financially  supports  the  en- 
tire movement.  The  group  also  felt  that  a  100% 
member  will  participate  affirmatively  in  all  the 
programs  of  the  organization.  Loyalty  in 
following  through  on  responsibilities  was  also 
emphasized.  The  new  "Jury  brochure"  was  also 
presented.  Both  the  upcoming  national  and 
state  conventions  were  discussed  in  some 
detail.  Shelia  Byrd  told  the  group  why  she  par- 
ticipates in  the  "PAC"  program.  President 
Capps  told  the  conference  that  every 
Federationist  has  an  obligation  to  contribute 
something  to  the  national  organization.  The 
seminarians  were  requested  to  consider 
assuming  greater  responsibility  during  1981 
and  the  coming  years.  It  was  a  most  productive 
and  informative  meeting  with  excellent  par- 
ticipation. 


IRMO  STUDENT  USES  INSTRUCTIONAL  RADIO  TO  OVERCOME  SEEING   HANDICAP 

By:  Ron  Reader,  SCETV  Network 

dicapped.  On  this  channel  Craig  can  hear  print- 
ed materials  such  as  the  daily  newspaper  or  a 
favorite  book  read  to  him. 

"Recording  interests  me,"  Craig  said.  "I  hope 
to  one  day  find  a  career  in  something  related  to 
this.  I  have  always  liked  listening  to  the  radio, 
even  when  I  was  a  little  boy  I  would  memorize 
every  station  my  set  would  pick  up.  I  would 
tape  entire  programs  and  listen  to  them  later." 

"Craig  is  a  big  help  to  me,"  said  Nash,  who 
works  with  him  nearly  every  day.  "He  is  really 
a  remarkable  boy." 

Craig  has  earned  respect  outside  the 
classroom,  too.  "Last  year  he  came  home  one 
day  after  school  and  told  me  that  he  was  going 
to  sign  up  for  football!"  said  his  mother, 
Charlotte  Mack.  "I  nearly  had  a  heart  attack, 
but  his  father  and  I  have  always  allowed  him  to 
make  up  his  own  mind.  So  Jim  Littlejohn,  his 
coach,  took  a  special  interest  in  him  and  he 
went  at  it  wholeheartedly. 

Craig  is  now  the  starting  defensive  middle 
guard  for  the  Colts  and  the  hardest  hitter  on 
the  field.  "Craig  certainly  does  not  mind  hitting 
and  getting  hit,"  Littlejohn  said.  "If  everybody 
had  his  desire  I  would  have  a  super  team." 
Following  last  football  season  Craig  took  his 
talents  to  the  wrestling  ring  where  he  made  the 
traveling  squad  and  was  awarded  a  special 
plaque  by  his  coach  at  the  end  of  the  year.  He 
proudly  wears  the  bright  yellow  emblemed 
jacket  of  the  Irmo  wrestlers. 

Another  area  of  achievement  is  music.  He  is 
an  outstanding  drummer  in  the  band.  He  has 
natural  rhythm  and  the  energy  to  back  it  up.  His 
parents  bought  him  a  drum  set  and  he  promptly 
set  up  shop  in  the  den  where  he  practices  in 
time  to  his  radio. 

"No  one  is  prouder  of  Craig  than  we  are," 
said  Mrs.  Mack.  "I  believe  that  he  has  a  future 
in  broadcasting  and  will  go  on  to  college  or  a 
TEC  school  someday.  It  has  taken  him  sixteen 
years  to  prove  to  others  that  he  is  normal,  but 
he  has  done  it  —  thanks  to  a  few  interested 
people  and  aids  like  instructional  radio.  The 
other  day  he  told  me  that  he  wanted  to 
someday  make  plenty  of  money,  buy  a  car  and 
hire  a  driver  —  a  girl  driver." 


Mary  Nash,  an  assistant  at  the  Irmo  Middle 
School  media  center,  discusses  taping  sched- 
ules with  Craig  Mack. 

Irmo  middle  school  student  Craig  Mack  is  a 
very  special  student.  Born  with  only  five  per- 
cent of  his  sight,  Craig  has  overcome  his  han- 
dicap through  hard  work  and  determination  to 
become  an  outstanding  student,  athlete  and 
musician. 

Craig's  handicap  has  taken  him  and  his 
parents  through  nightmarish  years  of 
frustrations  and  setbacks,  but  today,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  he  is  accepted  and  respected  by 
both  his  teachers  and  fellow  students.  This 
respect  was  hard-earned  and  came  after  years 
of  trying  and  trying  again.  Next  year  he  will  en- 
ter the  ninth  grade  and  perhaps  look  toward 
college  and  a  career  in  broadcasting. 

With  the  help  of  learning  aids  and  interested 
teachers,  Craig  performs  well  in  his  classroom 
duties.  Instructional  radio  has  become  a  very 
big  part  of  his  life.  Each  day  he  tapes  his 
assigned  radio  lessons  and  serves  as  an  A-V 
aide  to  Ann  Taylor,  head  librarian  at  the  Irmo 
Middle  School  Media  Center,  and  her  assis- 
tants, Mary  Nash  and  Julie  Bouleware.  Craig 
carries  the  cassettes  home  after  school  and 
replays  them  on  a  home  recorder  as  part  of  his 
regular  homework  assignments. 

Also  at  night,  Craig  listens  to  a  special  radio 
receiver  that  is  equipped  to  pick  up  a  sub- 
channel for  the  blind.  Programs  are  broadcast 
as  a  part  of  the  S.C.  Educational  Radio  Network 
and    provide    a    special    service    to    the    han- 
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FEDERATION     CENTER     GAINS     STAFF    ASSISTANT 

By  Suzanne  Bridges 


FEDERATION  CENTER  OF  THE  BLIND 


It  is  hard  to  believe  that  I  am  nearing  the 
completion  of  my  fourth  year  in  work  with  the 
blind  at  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind.  My 
experiences  have  been  broad,  and  the  rewards 
have  far  surpassed  my  greatest  expectations.  I 
suppose  that  I  can  readily  identify  with  those 
whose  zest  for  life  stems  from  a  sense  of  pur- 
pose and  the  opportunity  to  continually  expand 
as  a  person  through  a  variety  of  experiences 
and  personal  associations.  My  teacher  and 
mentor  in  my  work  with  the  blind  has  been  and 
continues  to  be  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina  -  in  essence,  each  of 
you.  A  professor  of  mine  once  said  that  the  best 
way  to  insure  that  you  know  the  information 
which  you  have  been  taught  is  to  turn  around 
and  teach  it  to  someone  else  .  .  .  and  that  is 
what  I  have  done.  That  is  what  each  of  us  has 
done.  We  are  a  movement  of  teachers. 

All  of  the  above  is  simply  to  say  that  when  I 
began  the  search  for  a  staff  assistant  for  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind,  I  could  have 
chosen  capable  people  from  throughout  our 
state  all  of  whom  are  working  to  improve  the 
life  of  blind  South  Carolinians.  I  had  several  ap- 
plications for  jobs  on  file  from  blind  and  sighted 
persons  both  within  the  state  and  outside  of 
South  Carolina.  As  coordinator  of  the  J.O.B. 
(Job  Opportunities  for  the  Blind)  program,  I 
have  access  to  a  wide  network  of  potential  can- 
didates. 

A  seemingly  difficult  decision  requiring  a 
great  deal  of  thought;  however,  was  clearly 
simplified   when   I    learned   of  Jerry  Whittle's 


desire  to  work  with  the  blind.  Jerry  has  demon- 
strated his  dedication  in  the  past  through  his 
work  at  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  as 
caretaker  prior  to  pursuing  his  Masters  at  the 
University  of  Tennessee.  In  expressing  his 
reasons  for  wanting  the  position  as  Staff 
Assistant  at  the  Federation  Center,  Jerry  said  "I 
am  aware  that  the  world  is  made  up  of  two 
kinds  of  people  -  those  who  tear  down  and 
those  who  build,  those  who  dream  and  those 
who  stomp  on  dreams,  those  who  sit  and  scoff 
and  doubt  and  those  who  move  and  love  and 
believe.  I  don't  think  I  have  to  tell  you  which 
group  it  is  that  I  want  to  belong  to,  to  be  a  part 
of  ...  I  want  to  be  a  helper  and  not  a  scoffer  in 
seeing  that  the  dreams  of  many  blind  people 
come  true.  I  want  to  see  blind  people  attain 
first-class  citizenship,  dignity,  and  acceptance 
as  normal  people.  I  want  to  work  in  an  at- 
mosphere of  service,  to  do  something  really 
worthwhile  and  lasting  for  the  people  I  love 
best,  whom  I  understand  best  -  blind  people.  All 
of  life  is  a  classroom  where  you  either  learn 
what  you  don't  know  or  teach  what  you  do 
know.  Therefore,  we  are  all  students  and 
teachers.  Every  time  I  speak  as  a  blind  person  I 
am  teaching  others  of  the  true  nature  of  blind- 
ness, I  am  helping  to  clarify,  and  helping  others 
to  understand.  I  was  trained  as  a  teacher  and  I 
intend  to  teach.'' 

Jerry's  responsibilities  at  the  Federation  Cen- 
ter will  include  coordinating  the  Center's  volun- 
teer program;  assisting  in  special  projects;  im- 
plementing the  Companionship  program  and 
other  special  activities;  working  with 
legislative  efforts;  fund  raising  for  Rocky  Bot- 
tom Camp  of  the  Blind;  speaking  to  civic,  com- 
munity and  school  groups;  assisting  in  clerical 
duties;  and  generally  assisting  other  staff 
members.  Please  call  on  him,  as  well  as  Betty 
and  me,  to  assist  you  in  your  needs.  The 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  operates  to 
work  with  and  serve  all  blind  South  Carolinians 
in  every  way  possible.  We  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you  in  1981.  Best  wishes  for  this 
new  year  of  hope  and  prosperity  for  all 
Americans,  blind  and  sighted  alike. 
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SEMINAR  FOR  PRESIDENTS  AND  VICE  PRESIDENTS  HELD 


On  Saturday,  January  31st,  a  seminar  was 
held  at  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  for 
presidents  and  vice  presidents  of  chapters  and 
divisions  of  the  NFB  of  SC.  Approximately  forty 
persons  attended  the  one  day  conference.  As 
an  expression  of  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the 
recent  release  of  the  former  hostages  and  in 
appreciation  of  the  unity  demonstrated 
throughout  the  country,  a  rendition  of  God 
Bless  America'  by  the  AAorman  Tabernacle 
Choir  appropriately  launched  this  special 
seminar. 

Donald  Capps,  President  of  the  NFB  of  SC, 
presided  over  the  seminar.  After  the 
preliminaries,  President  Capps,  told  the  chap- 
ter and  divison  leaders  that  the  NFB  of  SC  is 
now  strong  and  influential  but  that  this  had  not 
always  been  the  case.  Capps  reminded  the 
group  that  twenty-eight  years  ago  in  1953 
when  he  joined  the  Columbia  Chapter  there 
were  only  two  chapters,  the  other  chapter 
being  Spartanburg  where  the  organization  was 
founded.  Citing  many  personal  experiences 
during  his  twenty-eight  years  of  volunteer  ser- 
vice to  the  blind,  Capps  pointed  out  that  most 
accomplishments  had  come  about  through  hard 
work.  Alluding  to  the  1950s  Capps  told  of  the 
establishment  of  the  vending  stand  at  the 
Richland  County  Courthouse  in  1957.  He  spoke 
of  a  week's  stay  in  West  Virginia  in  1958  in 
which  he  participated  in  a  survey  of  programs 
for  the  blind  in  that  state  at  the  Governor's 
request.  The  decade  of  the  60s  was  busy  also 
as  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  was  erec- 
ted and  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  was  creat- 
ed. The  1970s  were  also  eventful,  as  well  as 
controversial,  as  the  Commission  for  the  Blind 
was  lead  by  three  different  Commissioners 
during  the  1970s.  President  Capps  reminded 
the  chapter  and  division  leaders  that  they  were 
fortunate  and  privileged  in  being  a  part  of  a 
state  organization  of  the  blind  which  has  ear- 
ned a  rich  heritage  and  now  has  a  winning 
tradition;  but  Capps  reiterated  "it  has  not 
always  been  that  way.'' 

Continuing,  Capps  shared  with  the  group 
some  of  his  thoughts  on  how  a  person  can 
become  a  successful  president  or  leader. 
Stressing  the  importance  of  exemplary  per- 
sonal behavior,  Capps  told  the  group  that  this 
conduct  would  not  serve  as  an  immunity  to 
criticism  but  would  insulate  and  undergird  an 


individual  from  unjust  and  unfounded  criticism. 
To  be  a  successful  leader,  Capps  expressed  the 
viewpoint  that  an  individual  must  put  service  to 
others  above  self. 

The  group  was  also  reminded  that  there  are 
certain  characteristics  which  should  be  avoided 
by  all.  Ultrasensitivity  to  things  said  and  done 
by  others  was  singled  out  as  a  negative  force  in 
our  lives.  Seminarians  were  told  by  President 
Capps  that  it  is  essential  for  leaders  to  clearly 
understand  the  provisions  of  the  Federation 
constitution.  Otherwise,  Capps  suggested,  they 
would  be  at  a  distinct  disadvantage  in  properly 
carrying  out  the  programs  of  the  Federation.  It 
was  pointed  out  that,  in  order  to  be  successful, 
a  president  must  preside  both  efficiently  and 
fairly.  No  one  wants  to  attend  a  disorderly  and 
chaotic  meeting.  A  successful  president  must 
also  have  a  clear  picture  and  full  understanding 
of  the  functions  of  the  organization  on  all 
levels,  local,  state,  and  national.  If  this  prin- 
cipal is  not  clearly  understood  and  practiced  all 
three  entities  will  suffer  as  a  result. 
Seminarians  were  told  that,  as  president,  they 
must  understand  their  responsibilities  and  also 
coordinate  the  work  of  other  officers  and  com- 
mittees as  mandated  by  the  Federation  con- 
stitution. President  Capps  emphasized  the  need 
for  strict  personal  discipline  in  order  to  be  a 
successful  president.  Much  is  expected  of  a 
Federationist  and  without  self-discipline 
Federation  programs  will  suffer.  In  order  to  get 
the  job  done,  a  successful  president  must 
follow  through.  Putting  off  and  procrastinating 
are  harmful  and  are  not  suggestive  of  good 
leadership.  President  Capps  stressed  the  im- 
portance of  presidents  staying  up  to  date  (so 
that  they  will  know  what's  going  on  and  can 
keep  others  up  to  date).  Reading  all  correspon- 
dence and  publications  such  as  the  Palmetto 
Blind  and  the  Braille  Monitor  is  essential.  Em- 
phasis was  given  to  the  necessity  of  each  and 
every  president  being  fair  with  all  members  but 
at  the  sme  time  being  firm.  No  one  respects  a 
president  who  practices  favortism  and  is  a  con- 
stant fence  straddler.  Setting  an  example  is  a 
real  strength  of  any  president.  Don't  ask  a 
member  to  do  something  that  you  would  not  do 
yourself.  A  good  president  will  respect  the 
views  of  others.  Remember  that  everyones 
views  are  worthy  of  consideration  and  that  no 
one    likes    to    have    his    viewpoint    put    down. 
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President  Capps  told  the  chapter  and  Division 
leaders  that  a  good  president  will  always  work 
for  unity  within  the  organization.  Disunity  and 
disharmony  are  always  destructive  forces.  The 
successful  president  will  strive  for  equal  treat- 
ment of  all  members.  He  will  work  to  avoid 
placing  any  member  in  an  awkward  or  em- 
barrasing  position. 

During  the  seminar,  time  was  taken  for  the 
different  chapters  and  divisions  to  complete 
their  reservations  for  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of 
the  Blind  for  1 98 1 .  An  update  of  the  Rocky  Bot- 
tom program  was  also  given.  This  was  followed 
by    review    of    some    of    the    articles    of    the 


Federation  constitution  including  the  sections 
on  the  purpose  and  ideals  of  the  organization, 
membership,  and  duties  of  chapter  officers.  To 
acquaint  new  presidents  and  vice  presidents 
with  the  internal  workings  of  a  chapter  or 
division,  there  was  a  discussion  of  various  com- 
mittees and  their  functions.  Committees  must 
be  active  and  function  smoothly  if  an 
organization  is  to  be  successful.  As  a  learning 
experience,  there  was  discussion  of  individual 
chapter  situations  and  how  they  should  be  han- 
dled. Throughout  the  seminar  there  was  good 
interaction  and  exchange  of  ideas  which 
proved  helpful.  It  was  a  day  well  spent  for 
those  in  attendance. 


FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S  DESK 


By  Donald  Capps 


The  February  issue  of  the  Palmetto  Blind  is 
always  kind  of  special.  There  are  many  reasons 
for  this.  First  there  is  always  the  Christmas  cir- 
cuit when  we  visit  local  chapters  of  the  NFB  of 
SC  throughout  the  state.  Our  travels  during  the 
Christmas  season  take  us  from  the  seashore  to 
the  mountains  as  Federation  chapters  are 
found  in  all  areas  of  South  Carolina  from 
Beaufort  to  Seneca  and  from  Aiken  to  Rock  Hill. 
Each  year  in  December  we  travel  several 
thousands  of  miles  as  we  try  to  attend  the 
Christmas  parties  of  at  least  10  to  12  chapters. 
As  much  as  we  would  like,  it  is  not  possible  to 
attend  the  more  than  20  Federation  Christmas 
parties  statewide.  Christmas  is  of  course  a 
wonderful  season  of  the  year.  It  is  good  to  see 
hundreds  of  Federationists  throughout  South 
Carolina  appropriately  observing  the  Christmas 
season  and  to  update  them  on  state  programs. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  during  the  1980  Christmas 
season  it  is  estimated  that  approximately  1 ,000 
Federationists  and  their  guests  participated  in 
Federation  Christmas  activities.  It  was  not 
always  like  that  as  we  can  recall  when  there 
were  only  two  or  three  local  organizations  of 
the  blind  in  South  Carolina  which  sponsored 
Christmas  parties.  This  situation  changed  for 
the  better  primarily  in  the  1970s  as  many 
Federation  chapters  were  organized  in  the 
decade  of  the  70s.  However,  in  1980  three 
Federation  chapters  were  organized  in  Myrtle 
Beach,  Pickens,  and  the  Walterboro  area. 


While  it  is  most  enjoyable  to  visit  with  many 
chapters  during  the  Christmas  season,  and  to 
share  in  the  festivities,  it  is  also  gratifying  to 
see  the  tremendous  growth  and  development 
statewide.  There  was  a  time  a  few  years  ago 
when  we  knew  each  and  every  member  of  the 
NFB  of  SC  but  there  are  so  many  new  faces  now 
that  this  really  is  not  the  case  anymore.  The 
NFB  of  SC  is  big  business  and  represents  many 
worthwhile  programs  on  both  a  local  and  state 
level.  During  the  past  few  months  or  since  the 
November  1980  issue  of  the  Palmetto  Blind 
business  with  the  NFB  of  SC  has  continued  as 
usual.  There  have  been  no  fewer  than  three  dif- 
ferent seminars  during  the  last  few  months 
with  statewide  representation.  Each  seminar 
requires  considerable  planning  as  it  is  a 
training  session  designed  to  equip  the  par- 
ticipants with  as  much  knowledge  and  know- 
how  as  possible. 

The  NFB  of  SC  is  committed  to  first  class 
citizenship  for  all  blind  citizens.  This  is  why  the 
organization  has  been  working  hard  statewide 
to  gain  support  for  the  passage  of  the 
legislation  which  would  guarantee  equal  treat- 
ment for  all  prospective  blind  jurors. 

The  NFB  of  SC  is  constantly  doing  research  in 
many  areas.  There  are  also  many  publications 
which  provide  information.  Recently  there  have 
been  brochures  on  the  blind  juror  legislation  as 
well  as  an  updated  version  of  "What  Is  the  NFB 
ofSC." 
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The  NFB  of  SC  is  truly  an  organization  of  ser- 
vice. It  affords  each  member  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  many  different  programs  of  ser- 
vice. We  can  only  be  sorry  for  those  who  do  not 
choose  to  be  actively  involved.  We  are 
especially  sorry  for  that  individual  who  is 
negative,  perhaps  spending  his  or  her  time  in 
some  unproductive  cause.  It  has  been  our  ex- 
perience that  participation  in  a  progressive 
program  with  positive  thinking  is  far  more 
preferable  and  certainly  more  gratifying.  The 
NFB  of  SC  offers  each  blind  person  an  op- 
portunity to  be  involved  in  a  wholesome  and 
positive  program.  Our  track  record  on  behalf  of 
the  blind  is  good  and  speaks  for  itself. 

IN  MEMORIAM 

In  recent  weeks  word  has  been  received  of 
the  passing  of  several  Federationists.  It  is  with 
sincere  regret  that  the  Palmetto  Blind  reports 
the  death  of  Ogden  Reed  in  January.  Ogden 
was  a  former  president  of  the  Aiken  Chapter  of 
the  NFB  of  SC.  He  made  many  contributions  to 
the  growth  of  the  Aiken  Chapter  and  will  be 
greatly  missed.  The  NFB  of  SC  extends  sincere 
sympathy  to  his  widow,  Carrie  Reed.  Also,  in 
January,  Mrs.  Willa  Freeman  passed  away. 
Mrs.  Freeman  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Columbia  Chapter  but  had  moved  to  North 
Carolina  a  number  of  years  ago.  She  is  remem- 
bered by  long  time  Columbia  members  as  a 
very  lovely  lady.  In  late  1980,  Harold  Lawson  of 
our  Laurens  Chapter  passed  away.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Ruby  Lawson,  who 
presently  serves  as  president  of  the  Laurens 
Chapter.  In  his  memory,  Mrs.  Lawson  recently 
made  a  substantial  constribution  to  Rocky  Bot- 
tom Camp  of  the  Blind  for  which  the  NFB  of  SC 
is  grateful.  Also,  in  recognition  of  Mrs. 
Lawson's  dedication  to  the  Federation,  she  was 
the  recipient  of  the  annual  Robert  R.  Bell  Award 
presented  at  the  Christmas  banquet  of  the 
Laurens  Chapter.  Word  has  also  been  received 
of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Vera  Howard  of  Fairplay. 
Mrs.  Howard  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Oconee  County  Chapter.  The  NFB  of  SC  extends 
sincere  sympathy  to  all  of  the  families  involved. 


FINAL  THOUGHT 


Folks  You  Like  Will  Surely  Like  You 

It  is  a  funny  thing,  but  true 

But  folks  you  don't  like,  don't  like  you. 
I  don't  know  why  this  should  be  so, 

But  just  the  same  I  always  know 
If  I  am  "sour"  my  friends  are  few 

If  I  am  friendly,  folks  are  too. 
Sometimes  I  get  up  in  the  morn 

A-wishing  I  was  never  born 
I  make  of  cross  remarks  a  few 

And  then  my  family  wishes,  too 
That  I  had  gone  some  other  place 

Instead  of  showing  them  my  face. 
But  let  me  change  my  little  tune 

And  sing,  and  smile,  then  pretty  soon 
The  folks  around  me  sing  and  smile 

I  guess  'twas  catching  all  the  while. 
Yes  it's  a  funny  thing,  but  true 

That  folks  you  like  will  sure  like  you. 


(Ida  Boswell) 
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The  White  Cane . . . 
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Courage  and 

Independence 

See  story  page  one. 
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THE  PALMETTO  BLIND 

The  Voice  of  users.  If  you  should  receive  a  bad  tape, 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  please  let  the  Center  know  by  dropping 

of  South  Carolina  us  a  note  enclosed  with  the  bad  cassette 

(Formerly  The  South  Carolina  so  that  appropriate  action  may  be  taken 

Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind,  Inc.)  to  remove  that  cassette  from  our  library. 

p..,       p.        i  i  r  r  Braille  and  print  copies  may  be  retained 

Editor:  Donald  C.  Capps  ,  .   .      /,       ,    \  ,  ... 

by  recipients  tor  their  personal  libraries. 
Published  Quarterly  If  you  or  a  friena-  wjsh  to  remember 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  The  South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the 

South  Carolina,  formerly  known  as  The  Blind,  Inc.,  also  known  as  The  National 

South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind,  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina, 

is  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the  state  in  your  will  you  can  do  so  by  employing 

of  South  Carolina  to  promote  the  social,  the  following  language: 
spiritual  and  economic  well-being  of  all 
the  blind  of  South  Carolina.  "I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  The 

The  Palmetto  Blind  is  provided  free  of  South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind, 

charge  by  The  National  Federation  of  the  Inc.     also     known     as     The     National 
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White  Cane  Week  Celebrates  25th  Anniversary 

in  South  Carolina 


1981  marks  the  25th  anniversary  of 
White  Cane  Week  in  South  Carolina.  For 
a  quarter  of  a  century  South  Carolina  has 
annually  observed  this  special  week  of 
May  15th  -  21st  which  was  inaugurated 
nationally  more  than  three  decades  ago 
by  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind. 
White  Cane  Week  represents  a  special 
period  of  time  for  organizations  of  the 
blind  to  promote  wholesome  programs 
of  public  education  concerning  the  true 
nature  of  blindness  —  what  it  is,  and 
what  it  is  not.  While  White  Cane  Week  is 
primarily  a  public  education  effort,  it  also 
affords  the  public  an  opportunity  to 
financially  support  worthwhile  services 
to  the  blind.  Thus,  White  Cane  Week  has 
the  dual  function  of  improving  public  at- 
titudes while  simultaneously  enabling 
the  public  to  extend  a  helping  hand. 

Literally  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
South  Carolinians  have  been  reached 
through  annual  direct  mail  campaigns 
which  have  characterized  the  progress 
and  message  of  hope  among  blind  South 
Carolinians.  As  a  result  of  White  Cane 
Week,  thousands  of  South  Carolinians 
have  a  better  understanding  of  the  true 
needs  of  the  blind,  and  the  blind  have 
benefitted  directly  from  the  financial 
stability  afforded  the  NFB  of  SC  through 
White  Cane  Week  proceeds.  Several 
blind  persons  have  become  employed  as 
a  result  of  this  effort. 

Throughout  the  past  25  years,  South 
Carolina  governors  have  endorsed  White 
Cane  Week,  and  citizens  from  all  walks 
of  life  have  graciously  participated  in  its 
observance.  Blind  people  themselves 
have  generously  contributed  their  sup- 
port to  the  White  Cane  week  program, 
realizing  the  importance  of  their  exam- 
ple if  they  are  to  expect  the  support  of 
the  public. 


More  than  a  decade  ago,  in  keeping 
with  National  White  Cane  Week,  the 
National  organization  drafted  the  "Model 
White  Cane  Law,"  a  document  which 
became  known  nationwide  as  a  "bill  of 
rights"  for  the  blind.  The  South  Carolina 
General  Assembly  unanimously  adopted 
the  Model  White  Cane  Law  in  its  entirety 
in  1 972  and  became  one  of  30  states  who 
have  adopted  the  law  or  its  equivalent. 
The  statute  is  appropriately  referred  to 
by  Federationists  as  the  Model  White 
Cane  Law  because  the  white  cane  is 
recognized  as  a  symbol  of  courage  and 
independence.  This  special  law  is  a  clear 
assertion  of  the  basic  rights  of  blind 
South  Carolinians  —  rights  generally 
taken  for  granted  by  the  sighted,  and  is  a 
clear  proclamation  of  the  special  needs 
of  the  blind. 

Virtually  every  area  of  life  affecting 
the  blind  is  addressed  in  the  Model  White 
Cane  Law  including  rights  in  public 
housing,  public  accommodation,  public 
conveyances,  and  safe  use  of  the  streets. 
The  Model  White  Cane  Law  is  the  em- 
bodiment and  recognition  of  the  basic 
rights  and  needs  of  blind  people. 

The  first  section  of  the  statute,  which 
clearly  enunciates  much  of  the  substance 
of  the  law  reads  "It  is  the  policy  of  this 
State  to  encourage  and  enable  the  blind, 
the  visually  handicapped,  and  the  other- 
wise physically  disabled  to  participate 
fully  in  the  social  and  economic  life  of  the 
State  and  to  engage  in  remunerative  em- 
ployment." While  all  sections  of  the 
Model  White  Cane  Law  are  important, 
Section  1  and  Section  6  are  especially 
vital  to  the  blind.  Section  6  reads  as 
follows:  "It  is  the  policy  of  this  State  that 
the  blind,  the  visually  handicapped,  and 
the  otherwise  physically  disabled  shall 
be  employed  in  the  state  service,  the  ser- 


vice  of  the  political  subdivisions  of  the 
State,  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  all 
other  employment  supported  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  public  funds  on  the  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  the  able-bodied,  unless 
it  is  shown  that  the  particular  disability 
prevents  the  performance  of  the  work  in- 
volved." 

The  Model  White  Cane  Law  clearly 
specifies  that  blind  South  Carolinians  are 
to  enjoy  and  fully  participate  in  the  social 
and  economic  life  of  the  state  including 
employment  by  the  state  and  its  entities. 
Nevertheless,  Federationists  have  ex- 
perienced with  great  concern  situations 
in  which  blind  persons  are  actually 
denied  the  right  to  maximum  em- 
ployment by  the  state  and  its  sub- 
divisions. For  example,  the  State's  highly 
successful  Technical  Education  program 
has  seen  fit  to  adopt  positions  which 
have  precluded  maximum  state  em- 
ployment of  the  blind.  Certain  judicial 
decisions  have  also  compounded  the 
problem.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Model 
White  Cane  Law  remains  a  beautiful  ex- 
pression of  the  rights  and  needs  of  blind 
persons.  Sighted  and  blind  alike  should 
understand  its  provisions. 

The  Model  White  Cane  Law  is  not  a 
panacea  to  the  plight  of  the  blind; 
however,  it  is  compatible  in  every  way 
with  the  aspirations  of  blind  Americans. 
Written  in  the  spirit  of  decency  and  fair 
play,  the  Model  White  Cane  Law  har- 
monized with  the  goals  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  —  to  promote 
equality,  opportunity,  and  security  for 
the  nation's  blind.  This  means  equality  of 
education  and  employment.  It  means  an 
opportunity  to  share  in  the  good  things  in 
life.  It  means  security  against  fear  and 
want. 

The  Model  White  Cane  Law  is  a 
valuable  contribution  to  the  lives  of  blind 
persons,  and  its  very  existence  aids  in 
the  eradication  of  many  imperfections  in 


an  otherwise  imperfect  society.  Because 
of  its  importance,  the  Palmeito  Blind  is 
reproducing  the  Model  White  Cane  Law 
in  its  entirety.  CALENDAR  NO.  H.  3071, 
Introduced  by  MESSERS,  YARBOROUGH, 
EDWARDS,  CLEVELAND,  JOHN  C. 
WILLIAMS,  JR.,  GEORGE  DEAN  JOHN- 
SON, FINCH,  DAVIS,  DUNCAN,  MAN- 
NING, CARTER,  THEODORE,  PATTERSON, 
GARRETT,  HUNT,  HUFF,  GRANGER,  PYLE, 
DERRICK,  BAGGETT,  WIENGES,  COLLINS, 
BRYANT,  BENNETT,  AND  IRICK 
S.  Printer's  No.  557-S  Read  the  first  time 
May  9,  1972. 

The  Committee  on  Education 

To  whom  was  referred  a  Bill  (H.  3071), 
granting  rights  to  blind  persons,  etc., 
respectfully 

Report: 

That  they  have  duly  and  carefully  con- 
sidered the  same,  and  recommend  that 
the  same  do  pass. 

WALTER  J.  BRISTOW,  JR.,  for  Committee 

A  Bill 

Granting  Rights  to  Blind  Persons  as  to 
Access  and  Enjoyment  of  Public  Build- 
ings, Conveyance,  Housing  Facilities,  Use 
of  Guide  Dogs;  and  to  Provide  for  White 
Cane  Safety  Day. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Siate  of  South  Carolina: 

SECTION  1.  It  is  the  policy  of  this 
State  to  encourage  and  enable  the  blind, 
the  visually  handicapped,  and  the  other- 
wise physically  disabled  to  participate 
fully  in  the  social  and  economic  life  of  the 
State  and  to  engage  in  remunerative  em- 
ployment. 

SECTION  2.  (A)  The  blind,  the 
visually  handicapped,  and  the  otherwise 
physically  disabled  have  the  same  right 
as  the  able-bodied  to  the  full  and  free 


use  of  the  streets,  highways,  sidewalks, 
walkways,  public  facilities  and  other 
public  places; 

(B)  The  blind,  the  visually  handi- 
capped, and  the  otherwise  physically 
disabled  are  entitled  to  full  and  equal  ac- 
commodations, advantages,  facilities, 
and  privileges  of  all  common  carriers, 
airplanes,  motor  vehicles,  railroad  trains, 
motor  buses,  street  cars,  boats  or  any 
other  public  conveyances  or  modes  of 
transportation,  hotels,  lodging  places, 
places  of  public  acccommodation, 
amusement  or  resort,  and  other  places  to 
which  the  general  public  is  invited,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  conditions  and  limitations 
established  by  law  and  applicable  alike 
to  all  persons; 

(C)  Every  totally  or  partially  blind  per- 
son shall  have  the  right  to  be  ac- 
companied by  a  guide  dog,  especially 
trained  for  the  purpose,  in  any  of  the 
places  listed  in  Section  2  (B)  without 
being  required  to  pay  an  extra  charge  for 
the  guide  dog;  provided,  that  he  shall  be 
liable  for  any  damage  done  to  the 
premises  or  facilities  by  such  dog. 

SECTION  3.  The  driver  of  a  vehicle 
approaching  a  totally  or  partially  blind 
pedestrian  who  is  carrying  a  cane 
predominantly  white  or  metallic  in  color 
(with  or  without  a  red  tip)  or  using  a 
guide  dog  shall  take  all  necessary 
precautions  to  avoid  injury  to  such  blind 
pedestrian,  and  any  driver  who  fails  to 
take  such  precautions  shall  be  liable  in 
damages  for  any  injury  caused  such 
pedestrian;  provided  that  a  totally  or  par- 
tially blind  pedestrian  not  carrying  such  a 
cane  or  using  a  guide  dog  in  any  of  the 
places,  accommodations  or  conveyances 
listed  in  Section  2,  shall  have  all  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  conferred  by  law 
upon  other  persons,  and  the  failure  of  a 
totally  or  partially  blind  pedestrian  to 
carry  such  a  cane  or  to  use  a  guide  dog  in 
any  such  places,  accommodations  or  con- 


veyances shall  not  be  held  to  constitute 
nor  be  evidence  of  contributory  negli- 
gence. 

SECTION  4.  Any  person  or  the  agent 
of  any  person  who  denies  or  interferes 
with  admittance  to  or  enjoyment  of  the 
public  facilities  enumerated  in  Section  2 
or  otherwise  interferes  with  the  rights  of 
a  totally  or  partially  blind  or  otherwise 
disabled  person  under  Section  2  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

SECTION  5.  Each  year,  the  Governor 
shall  take  suitable  public  notice  of  Oc- 
tober fifteenth  as  White  Cane  Safety  Day. 
He  shall  issue  a  proclamation  in  which: 

(A)  He  comments  upon  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  white  cane; 

(B)  He  calls  upon  the  citizens  of  the 
State  to  observe  the  provisions  of  the 
White  Cane  Law  and  to  take  precautions 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  disabled; 

(C)  He  reminds  the  citizens  of  the  State 
of  the  policies  with  respect  to  the 
disabled  herein  declared  and  urges  the 
citizens  to  cooperate  in  giving  effect  to 
them; 

(D)  He  emphasizes  the  need  of  the 
citizens  to  be  aware  of  the  presence  of 
disabled  persons  in  the  community  and 
to  keep  safe  and  functional  for  the 
disabled  the  streets,  highways, 
sidewalks,  walkways,  public  facilities, 
other  public  places,  places  of  public  ac- 
commodation, public  buildings, 
amusement  and  resort,  and  other  places 
to  which  the  public  is  invited,  and  to  offer 
assistance  to  disabled  persons  upon  ap- 
propriate occasions. 

SECTION  6.  It  is  the  policy  of  this 
State  that  the  blind,  the  visually  hand- 
icapped, and  the  otherwise  physically 
disabled  shall  be  employed  in  the  state 
service,  the  service  of  the  political  sub- 
divisions of  the  State,  in  the  public 
schools,  and  in  all  other  employment 
supported  in  whole  or  in  part  by  public 
funds  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions 


as  the  able-bodied,  unless  it  is  shown 
that  the  particular  disability  prevents  the 
performance  of  the  work  involved. 

SECTION  7.  (A)  Blind  persons, 
visually  handicapped  persons,  and  other 
physically  disabled  persons  shall  be  en- 
titled to  full  and  equal  access,  as  other 
members  of  the  general  public,  to  all 
housing  accommodations  offered  for 
rent,  lease  or  compensation  in  this  State, 
subject  to  the  conditions  and  limitations 
established  by  law  and  applicable  alike 
to  all  persons. 

(B)  "Housing  accommodations"  means 
any  real  property,  or  portion  thereof, 
which  is  used  or  occupied  or  is  intended, 
arranged,  or  designed  to  be  used  or  oc- 
cupied, as  the  home,  residence  or 
sleeping  place  of  one  or  more  human 
beings,  but  shall  not  include  any  ac- 
commodations, included  within  sub- 
section (A)  or  any  single  family  resi- 
dence the  occupants  of  which  rent,  lease, 


or  furnish   for   compensation    not   more 
than  one  room  therein. 

(C)  Nothing  in  this  section  shall 
require  any  person  renting,  leasing,  or 
providing  for  compensation  real  property 
to  modify  his  property  in  any  way  or 
provide  a  higher  degree  of  care  for  a 
blind  person,  visually  handicapped  per- 
son, or  other  physically  disabled  person 
than  for  a  person  who  is  not  physically 
disabled. 

(D)  Every  totally  or  partially  blind  per- 
son who  has  a  guide  dog,  or  who  obtains 
a  guide  dog,  shall  be  entitled  to  full  and 
equal  access  to  all  housing  ac- 
commodations provided  for  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  he  shall  not  be  required  to  pay 
extra  compensation  for  such  guide  dog 
but  shall  be  liable  for  any  damage  done 
to  the  premises  by  such  a  guide  dog. 

SECTION  8.     This  act  shall  take  effect 
upon  approval  by  the  Governor. 


Another  Business  Knows  About  the  White  Cane  Law 


Holly  Farms  is  a  respected  business  in 
this  area  of  the  country.  Yet,  one  of  its 
restaurant  operators  in  Columbia  recent- 
ly denied  entrance  to  a  blind  customer 
accompanied  by  her  dog  guide.  As  is  the 
custom  and  practice  of  the  NFB  of  SC 
when  a  violation  of  the  law  in  this  area 
occurs,  the  Federation  promptly  files  a 
complaint. 

The  Federation  is  pleased  to  report 
that  there  was  appropriate  response  by 
Holly  Farms  as  evidenced  by  the 
following  letter: 

"I  have  been  made  aware  of  the 
problem  that  occurred  Saturday,  March 
21st,  at  our  Taylor  Street  Restaurant.  The 
incident  was  a  misunderstanding  on  the 
part  of  our  personnel  from  the  stand- 
point that  guide  dogs  are  the  exception 
of  animals  being  allowed  to  enter  food 
establishments. 


We  at  Holly  Farms  make  every  effort 
to  make  our  facilities  available  to  the 
handicapped,  both  physically  and 
visually.  To  help  ensure  that  this  problem 
does  not  happen  again  we  are  issuing  a 
letter  to  all  of  our  restaurants  to  make 
sure  that  they  are  aware  of  the  per- 
mitted use  of  guide  dogs  in  our  establish- 
ments. 

Please  extend  our  apology  to  Mrs.  Lon- 
don since  we  do  not  have  her  address." 

Sincerely, 
Ray  Pierce, 
President 
As  appropriate  as  this  letter  is,  it  does 
not  eradicate  the  hurt  and  humiliation 
experienced    by   Mrs.    London    in    being 
denied  access  to  the  place  of  business 
she  had  selected  to  patronize. 


Flashback 


For  25  years  the  NFB  of  SC  has  been 
disseminating  valuable  information  to 
both  the  blind  and  the  sighted  through  its 
periodic  publications.  Initially  a  quarterly 
newsletter  was  the  forum.  More  than  20 
years  ago,  however,  the  Palmetto 
Auroran,  then  the  voice  of  the  South 
Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind, 
replaced  the  newsletter.  Five  years  ago, 
when  the  S.  C.  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind 
began  operating  in  the  name  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina,  the  Palmetto  Blind  replaced  the 
Palmetto  Auroran,  but  only  the  name  has 
changed.  During  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century,  the  foregoing  periodicals  have 
contained  literally  hundreds  of  articles 
reflecting  progress  of  blind  individuals 
and  changes  in  programs  for  the  blind. 
Relying  upon  this  25  year  record  of  ser- 
vice to  the  blind,  the  Palmetto  Blind  in 
the  future  will  contain  a  "Flashback" 
which  will  feature  something  of  special 
significance  as  it  relates  to  the  blind 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century. 

In  1959  over  two  decades  ago  an  out- 
standing accomplishment  occurred  which 
represented  one  of  the  major  triumphs  of 
a  young  struggling  state  organization  of 
the  blind. 

Even  today,  22  years  later,  it  remains  a 
beautiful  accomplishment.  In  1959,  Lois 
Boltin  Tucker,  through  her  initiative  and 
the  judicious  assistance  of  the  then 
Aurora  Club,  became  the  state's  first  PBX 
braille  switchboard  operator.  The  ac- 
count of  this  remarkable  success  story 
received  national  acclaim.  Lois  Boltin 
Tucker  has  been  gainfully  employed  for 
over  20  years  as  a  PBX  braille  switch- 
board operator.  She  is  currently  em- 
ployed at  Seibels  Bruce  and  Company  in 
Columbia  where  she  operates  one  of  the 
state's  busiest  switchboards  and  also 
serves  as  receptionist. 


Held  in  high  esteem  by  her  fellow  em- 
ployees, Lois  has  become  an  'institution'' 
at  Seibels  Bruce  and  Company.  Her 
courage,  resourcefulness,  and  hard  work 
have  helped  other  blind  persons.  Recent- 
ly, a  young  blind  man,  Tom  Bilton,  was 
hired  by  Seibels  Bruce  as  a  computer 
programmer.  Undoubtedly,  Lois  paved 
the  way  for  the  hiring  of  another  blind 
person.  Lois  is  a  former  state  president 
and  was  honored  a  few  years  ago  with 
the  unveiling  of  her  portrait  in  the  Board 
Room  of  the  Federation  Center  of  the 
Blind.  Thus,  the  Palmetto  Blind  in  its  first 
"flashback''  is  proud  to  feature  an  article 
written  22  years  ago  in  1959  known  as 
the  "Lois  Boltin  Story.'' 

Three  years  ago  and  three  thousand 
miles  across  the  United  States,  Lois 
Boltin,  while  attending  the  Convention  of 
the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  in 
San  Francisco,  California,  first  heard  of  a 
braille  switchboard.  It  was  then  that  she 
became  interested  in  this  relatively  new 
field  of  employment  for  the  blind.  This  in- 
terest grew  until  in  the  summer  of  1958, 
Lois  made  a  decision  to  enter  training  to 
be  a  braille  switchboard  operator. 

We  learned  that  the  Minneapolis 
Society  for  the  Blind,  Minneapolis,  Min- 
nesota, is  the  most  noted  training  center 
in  this  field,  and  contact  was  made  by  the 
South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind, 
Inc.  with  this  center.  Lois'  application  was 
accepted  by  this  training  center  and  in 
October  1958,  she  boarded  an  airplane 
at  Columbia's  airport  bound  for  Min- 
neapolis. 

Since  this  training  is  relatively  ex- 
pensive, prior  to  leaving  for  Minneapolis, 
Lois  contacted  the  director  of  the  Division 
for  the  Blind  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  state  agency 
would  assist  her  in  receiving  this 
training.  She  was  informed  that  since  she 


was  already  employed  as  a  vending 
stand  operator,  she  would  not  be  eligible 
for  any  assistance  from  the  Division,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  this  training 
would  eventually  improve  her  economic 
status.  Despite  this  discouraging  news. 
Lois,  at  her  own  expense,  in  addition  to  a 
contribution  from  the  White  Cane  Week 
Fund,  decided  to  go  ahead  with  her 
plans. 

This  type  of  training  requires  from 
eight  to  ten  weeks  for  completion;  but, 
because  of  Lois'  extra  effort,  she  com- 
pleted the  training  in  six  weeks.  Only 
three  previous  students  had  ac- 
complished this  feat.  In  order  to  take  the 
training,  it  was  necessary  for  Lois  to  ask 
for  a  leave  of  absence;  and  her  em- 
ployer, Jack  Morrison,  a  director  of  the 
S.  C.  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind,  cooper- 
ated to  the  utmost  in  this  regard. 

When  Lois  returned  to  Columbia  the 
latter  part  of  November  1958,  the  S.  C. 
Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind  immediately 
began  negotiations  with  the  local 
telephone  company  to  secure  the  braille 
attachment.  After  more  than  four  months 
had  elapsed,  this  equipment  finally 
arrived. 

Steps  were  immediately  initiated  by 
the  S.  C.  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind  to 
secure  this  type  of  employment  for  Lois. 
The  Rehabilitation  Department  of  the 
Division  for  the  Blind  was  contacted  to 
determine  if  it  would  assist  in  securing  a 
position  for  Lois.  We  were  informed,  just 
as  Lois  was  when  applying  for  financial 
aid  in  taking  the  training,  that  since  she 
was  already  employed  as  a  vending 
stand  operator,  she  was  not  eligible  for 
any  assistance  by  the  Division.  It  was 
quite  obvious  we  were  now  all  alone  in 
our  struggle  to  find  Lois  a  position. 

We  then  requested  the  telephone  com- 
pany to  furnish  us  with  a  list  of  the  firms 
in  the  Columbia  area  and  other  cities  of 


the  state  using  the  type  of  switchboard 
which  can  be  easily  adapted  to  the 
braille  attachment.  The  telephone  com- 
pany very  kindly  furnished  us  with  this 
list,  and  we  subsequently  wrote  a  num- 
ber of  letters  to  these  firms  explaining 
Lois'  achievement  and  asking  their  con- 
sideration. In  addition,  there  were 
several  newspaper  articles  written  to 
focus  public  attention  on  Lois'  out- 
standing accomplishment. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  con- 
tacted for  its  assistance  and  recom-. 
mended  that  we  inform  the  civic 
organizations  of  Columbia  of  this 
situation,  requesting  their  cooperation  in 
finding  a  position  for  Lois.  This  was  done, 
as  some  thirty  civic  organizations  were 
furnished  complete  information  and  their 
cooperation  was  requested.  In  this  man- 
ner, we  felt  we  would  be  able  to  reach 
many  of  the  businessmen  of  Columbia. 

Other  steps  were  taken  in  addition  to 
the  above,  but  Lois  and  this  writer  soon 
came  to  the  realization  that  there  is  ab- 
solutely no  substitute  for  a  personal  con- 
tact. Consequently,  on  Saturday,  June  13, 
bright  and  early,  Lois  and  I  began  our 
tour  by  foot  of  the  downtown  firms.  The 
outside  temperature  was  95°  and  the 
humidity  felt  just  about  as  high,  but  this 
didn't  prevent  Lois  and  the  writer  from 
covering  some  thirty-two  blocks  during  a 
six  hour  period,  calling  on  various  firms. 

We  were  received  most  cordially  and 
were  pleased  to  learn  that  the 
businessmen  of  Columbia  proved  to  be 
open-minded  on  the  subject  of  employing 
the  handicapped,  including  the  blind.  We 
felt  they  were  further  enlightened  by  our 
visit. 

However,  we  did  not  find  any  vacant 
positions  for  a  switchboard  operator  and 
had  decided  to  call  it  a  day,  but  realized 
that  earlier  we  had  failed  to  see  the  per- 
sonnel manager  or  owner  of  one  of  the 
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firms  previously  contacted.  As  fate  would 
have  it,  we  did  find  the  firm's  owner  in  on 
our  second  call.  Interest  in  Lois's 
achievement  was  immediate  and, 
needless  to  say,  this  response  was  heart- 
ening and  encouraging  to  both  of  us,  who 
had  grown  weary  by  that  time. 

After  an  interview  lasting  more  than 
one  hour,  Lois  was  told  that  the  firm  was 
definitely  interested  in  employing  her 
and  that  she  would  be  officially  notified 
in  a  day  or  so  as  to  confirmation  of  the 
position.  On  Tuesday,  June  16,  Lois  was 
given  the  official  word  that  she  had  been 
accepted  and  was  asked  to  assume  this 
position  as  soon  as  possible.  This  firm  is 
known  as  Kohn's,  which  is  one  of  Colum- 
bia's leading  ladies'  shops.  On  Monday, 
June  29,  Lois  will  begin  work  with 
Kohn's. 

This  position  will  afford  Lois  an  ap- 
preciable increase  in  her  income  of  $400 
per  year.  She  will  work  some  thirty-nine 
hours  per  week  and  will  enjoy  all  of  the 
fringe  benefits  offered  by  Kohn's. 

Every  Auroran  and  blind  person  in  this 
State  should  be  rightfully  proud  of  this 
accomplishment.  It  is  well  known  that 
Lois  is  the  first  blind  person  in  the  State 
to  complete  braille  switchboard  training 
and  the  first  to  gain  this  type  of  em- 
ployment. The  ice  has  now  been  broken, 
and   we   sincerely   hope   that   the   S.   C. 


Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind  has  proved  to 
everyone  in  work  for  and  with  the  blind, 
that  this  is  a  promising  field  of  em- 
ployment for  the  blind  and  should  be  pur- 
sued to  the  maximum. 

This  is  a  milestone  in  work  for  the 
blind;  and  the  Aurora  Club,  which 
initiated  and  engineered  this  work  in  this 
State,  has  shown  again  its  ability  to  ren- 
der its  members  tangible  and  lasting  ser- 
vice. The  Club,  of  course,  has  no  budget 
which  will  afford  paid  counselors  or 
placement  agents;  but  with  dogged 
determination  on  the  part  of  Lois  and  the 
Club,  and  faith  in  God,  she  will  be  gain- 
fully employed  in  the  type  of  work  for 
which  she  has  so  diligently  trained  her- 
self to  perform.  The  Club  stands  ready  to 
help  others  to  the  maximum  of  its 
means. 

In  this  position,  Lois  will  be  a  living 
demonstration  of  the  abilities  of  the  blind 
and  will  truly  elevate  the  attitude  of  the 
general  public  with  regard  to  the 
capabilities  of  the  blind.  No  greater  thing 
could  have  happened  to  send  your 
President  off  to  the  National  Convention 
in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  than  for  Lois  to 
have  gained  this  position. 

Our  heartiest  congratulations  and  sin- 
cere wishes  to  Lois  for  a  long  and  most 
successful  career.'' 


Colonial  Life  Observes 
International  Year  of  the  Handicapped 


In  the  March  issue  of  the  Fife  and 
Drum,  Colonial  Life's  official  publication, 
the  International  Year  of  the  Hand- 
icapped was  recognized  in  a  special 
feature  story.  Several  Colonial  em- 
ployees, including  NFB  of  SC  President, 
Donald  Capps,  were  interviewed  and 
featured.     There     was     also     an      ac- 


companying picture  of  President  Capps 
captioned  "Don  Capps  at  work  as 
Manager  of  the  Death  Claims  Division 
where  his  knowledge  is  a  sure  asset  to 
Colonial.''  Colonial  Life  is  a  considerate 
employer  and  has  a  good  track  record  in 
employment  of  the  handicapped.  Their 
philosophy  is  compatible  with  Federation 


philosophy  and  is  clearly  demonstrated 
in  the  Fife  and  Drum  article  herewith 
reprinted. 

"Often,  when  we  encounter  situations 
or  persons  we  don't  understand,  our 
ignorance  most  naturally  creates  fear. 
We  are  wary.  We  are  frightened.  The 
fear  of  the  unknown  brings  avoidance 
and  denial.  We  lower  our  eyes.  We  look 
away. 

1981,  as  the  International  Year  of  the 
Handicapped,  is  a  time  for  each  of  us  to 
look  toward,  not  away  from,  the  myths 
that  blind  us  to  truth.  Many  people  see  a 
wheelchair,  a  limp  or  a  white  cane  —  not 
the  person.  It  is  too  often  assumed  that 
someone  with  an  obvious  physical 
disability  or  abnormality  must  have  men- 
tal and  emotional  problems  as  well. 
There  is  a  frequent  tendency  to  make  ex- 
cessive allowances  for  the  problem  and 
underestimate  the  abilities  that  are 
there. 

Colonial  is  fortunate  to  have  several 
employees  who  are  physically  hand- 
icapped. Their  very  presence  here  is 
strong  evidence  of  the  emptiness  behind 
many  common  misconceptions.  Our  Com- 
pany has  realized  that  a  handicapped 
person  is  often  handicapped  further  by 
social  and  job-related  discrimination. 
Our  employees  have  shown  that  the 
physically  handicapped  are  not  unequal 
to  the  'whole''  person. 

Don  Capps,  Staff  Manager  of  the  Death 
Claims  Section,  says,  "My  blindness  is  not 
a  handicap  in  my  job,  but  a  nuisance.''  In 
talking  about  the  misconceptions  some 
people  have  about  the  blind,  Don  recalls 
with  amusement  the  woman  on  the 
telephone  who  told  him,  "You  don't 
sound  like  you're  blind.''  Sometimes  a 
person  has  the  tendency  to  talk  louder  to 
someone  who  is  blind  to  gain  their  at- 
tention. He  fondly  remembers  the  time 
when  his  daughter  Beth  was  young  and 
her  playmate  said,  "Your  Daddy  is  blind, 


you  know;''  and  Beth  responded  wisely, 
"Yeah,  and  he's  real  smart,  too!  " 

Don  joined  Colonial  thirty-four  years 
ago  on  April  15,  1947,  at  age  eighteen. 
He  was  born  with  a  congenital  visual  im- 
pairment which  caused  glaucoma.  As  a 
young  man,  the  disease  became  in- 
creasingly troublesome  and  at  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  he  was  considered 
legally  blind.  When  the  doctor  treating 
his  condition  told  him  that  he  would 
probably  have  to  give  up  his  job,  Don 
wept.  He  recalls  his  meeting  with  Mr. 
John  Clifton  Judy,  co-founder  of  the  Com- 
pany, when  he  told  Mr.  Judy  that  he 
could  no  longer  read.  "We  are  not  paying 
you  to  read.  We  are  paying  you  for  what 
you  know,''  Judy  responded.  "We'll  get 
someone  to  read  for  you.''  Judy's  con- 
fidence and  insight  turned  Don's  life 
around. 

Almost  twenty-one  years  ago,  an 
energetic  U.S.C.  Law  School  graduate 
was  invited  to  Colonial  to  serve  as  "in- 
house"  legal  counsel  to  the  fast-growing 
Company.  Mr.  Gayle  Averyt  opened  our 
door  to  Jerry  Brown  and  told  him,  "You 
can  go  as  far  as  you  want  to,  as  far  as 
you  are  able  to  go."  Brown  is  now  a  Com- 
pany Vice-President  and  Chief  Counsel  at 
Colonial.  He  has  been  in  a  wheelchair  for 
thirty-five  years  of  his  life.  As  a  result, 
Jerry  says,  "I've  had  lots  of  time  to  reflect 
on  human  nature  unlike  many  people 
who  are  always  busy  running  and  doing 
and  I  think  I've  learned  a  lot  about 
people  that  I  wouldn't  otherwise  know.'' 

Born  and  raised  in  Florence,  S.  C,  Jerry 
Brown  credits  the  constant  support  of  his 
parents  and  his  experience  at  the  Center 
for  Rehabilitation  in  Warm  Springs, 
Georgia  with  his  success  in  surmounting 
his  handicap.  The  Center,  developed  by 
President  Roosevelt,  is  considered  a 
mecca    for   the    physically    handicapped 
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Independence  —  with  dignity  —  is  the 
goal  of  those  handicapped  persons  who 
are  able  to  learn  alternative  techniques. 
A  physical  disability,  whether  temporary 
or  permanent,  Don  Capps  explains,  can 
bring  out  the  best  or  worst  in  someone. 
Parents,  family  and  friends  can  be  too 
protective  and  try  to  do  too  much  to  help. 
A  person  physically  challenged  by  a 
"handicap"  has  a  desperate  need  to 
develop  confidence  in  the  attempt  to 
overcome  the  obstacles  and  find  the 
way.  Kathy  Mcintosh,  Clerical  Supervisor 
in  the  Accident  and  Health  Underwriting 
Department,  states  that  her  decision  to 
leave  her  home  in  Orange  Park,  Florida, 
at  age  twenty-three,  was  the  most  dif- 
ficult decision  she's  ever  had  to  make. 
Kathy  was  discovered  to  have  'ar- 
throgryposis,'' an  uncommon  form  of  ar- 
thritis, when  she  was  five  years  old.  At 
first  it  was  thought  that  Kathy's  pain 
could  be  attributed  to  normal  "growing 
pains''  that  would  eventually  go  away. 
The  condition  which  affects  the  joints 
restricts  her  ability  to  bend  and  reach 
down  and  limits  the  strength  of  her 
hands  to  some  degree  .  .  . 

Kathy  explains  that,  "People  are  not 
naturally  drawn  to  a  handicapped  per- 
son, so  that  person  needs  to  become 
more  assertive.  This  is  not  always  easy 
for  me,  but  my  job  has  helped  tremen- 
dously to  give  me  added  confidence  and 
initiative.  It  was  important  for  me  and 
others  as  well  to  realize  that  although 
there  may  be  some  things  in  this  world  I 
cannot  do,  there  is  so  much  I  can  do  —  I 
will  not  cheat  myself  of  all  there  is  to 
take  hold  of." 

The  confidence  and  faith  in  her  ability 
shown  by  Colonial  and  her  co-workers 
has  given  Kathy  incentive  beyond  her 
own  firm  commitment  to  succeed.  Like 
Kathy,  Jerry  and  Don,  most  people 
realize  that  the  past  success  of  hand- 
icapped   persons    in    a    job    lends    itself 


toward    a    company's    employment    of 
others. 

Mark  Shepherd,  Senior  General  Clerk 
in  Agents  Accounting,  explains  that  most 
handicapped  persons  well  placed  in  a  job 
for  which  they  are  trained  and  skilled 
will  succeed.  In  most  cases,  it  is  because 
they  must  prove  to  themselves  that  they 
are  capable;  handicapped  workers  do 
the  job  and  then  some. 

Mark  is  hampered  by  arthritis;  he  can- 
not stand  for  prolonged  periods,  lift 
anything  too  heavy  and  uses  the  stairs 
one  at  a  time.  Hemophilia  is  the  root 
problem  of  his  arthritic  condition. 
Periodic  internal  "bleeds"  cause  the  soft 
tissue  around  his  joints  to  deteriorate. 
There  is  inflammation,  swelling  and  con- 
siderable pain.  Mark  says,  "You  learn  to 
live  with  the  inconvenience,  pain  and 
general  discomfort;  you  don't  give  in." 
Although  he  is  aware  that  he  faces 
inevitable  crippling  as  he  gets  older, 
Mark  accepts  his  problem  with  un- 
common strength.  He  is  totally  self- 
sufficient  in  dealing  with  routine  trans- 
fusion injections  and  the  pain  that  is  a 
constant  reminder  of  his  handicap. 
"Many  people  feel  that  someone  like 
myself  may  not  be  reliable,  may  have  a 
high  absentee  rate  —  the  opposite  is  act- 
ually true.  A  person  with  this  kind  of  con- 
dition works  on  days  when  others, 
should  they  be  feeling  this  way,  would 
most  likely  stay  at  home."  .  .  . 

"There  are  certain  risks,  physical  and 
emotional,  that  you  must  take,  if  you 
want  to  be  a  part  of  society.  I  want  to 
function  within  what  exists  as  much  as 
possible." 

Handicapped  people  want  to  be  ap- 
proached and  accepted  as  anyone  else. 
They  want  to  help  themselves  and  in  so 
doing,  help  each  other.  Jerry  Brown  and 
Don  Capps  have  made  a  special  con- 
tribution   —    the    most    valuable    con- 


tribution  any  of  us  can  give  —  time.  Jerry 
has  served  on  the  S.  C.  Board  to  further 
the  cause  of  creating  barrier-free  archi- 
tecture to  give  disabled  persons  greater 
mobility.  Great  strides  have  been  made 
in  the  legislation  to  remove  physical  ob- 
stacles to  the  aged,  injured  and  disabled, 
thanks  to  Jerry's  involvement.  The  dif- 
ficulty of  time  and  funds  need- 
ed to  facilitate  barrier-free  access  is 
understandably  frustrating,  but  much 
progress  has  been  made.  Jerry  became 
involved  in  CAHP's  (Citizens  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Handicapped  Persons)  in 
the  early  1970s  after  receiving  a  ticket 
for  parking  in  a  "No  Loading  Zone.''  He 
realized  then  a  real  need  to  help,  for 
what  could  be  more  important  than 
"Human  Cargo"? 

Don  Capps  is  the  current  President  of 
the  S.  C.  Chapter  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind,  one  among  many 
positions  he  holds  in  his  full  life.  People 
feel  that  there  are  only  two  things  to  be 
dreaded  more  than  blindness  —  death 
and  cancer,  and  many  people  have  told 
Don  that  they  would  rather  be  dead  than 
blind.  Not  Don,  he  is  a  dedicated  career 
man  at  Colonial,  a  Deacon  in  the  Kil- 
bourne  Park  Baptist  Church,  a  past 
president  and  current  member  of  the 
Forest  Acres  Rotary  Club,  a  husband,  a 
father.  "Today,"  Don  says,  "there  is  for- 
tunately a  greater  acceptance  of  the 
blind  as  productive,  competing,  con- 
tributing members  of  a  sighted  society 


and  work  world,  but  there  is  still  so  much 
to  be  done.  Unlike  raciaT  or  ethnic 
prejudice,  there  is  goodwill;  but  it  is 
mischanneled.  People  will  give  a  quarter, 
but  not  give  an  opportunity  for  a  hand- 
icapped person  to  earn  a  dollar."  Ap- 
proximately 70%  of  the  blind  who  are 
able  to  work  are  unemployed  and  so  this 
problem  is  the  greatest  challenge. 

Don  and  Jerry  have  each  received 
well-deserved  city,  state,  and  national 
recognition  through  numerous  awards 
and  citations.  They  are  insistently  modest 
in  viewing  their  many  accomplishments. 
Perhaps  Don  says  it  best,  "I  am  proud 
that  I  can  be  accepted  for  what  I  am  and 
have  been  able  to  do  in  the  sighted 
world,  but  the  opportunity  itself  means 
so  much  more  than  any  award."  The 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  was 
given  a  reward  of  another  kind  on  March 
6,  1981,  with  the  passage  of  a  bill  in  the 
Senate  which  would  allow  the  legally 
blind  to  serve  on  juries.  Don  explains 
that,  "we  are  fortunate  to  have  many 
commissions,  agencies  and  the  like  in 
this  country  at  work  to  solve  the 
problems  of  unemployment,  social 
discrimination  and  the  civil  rights  of  the 
handicapped.  Our  handicapped  em- 
ployees have  believed  in  their  dreams. 
They  have  given  them  great  power 
through  hard  work  to  make  them  a 
reality.  Dreams  do  come  true.  We  can 
share  them  and  make  them  strong." 


From  The  Spartanburg  Herald,  March  17, 1981 


Bob  Oglesby  had  always  admired 
Mickey  Mantle.  The  great  slugger  sent 
chills  through  Oglesby  every  time  he 
stepped  up  to  the  plate. . . . 

Imagine,  then,  the  smile  that  creased 
Oglesby's  face  nearly  20  years  ago  when 
Mantle  and  Whitey  Ford  walked  into  the 


YMCA  Health  Club  in  Anderson  and 
asked  to  see  the  facilities  and  also  to 
inquire  into  getting  a  massage. 

"I  liked  to  fell  over,"  Oglesby  grins.  "I 
never  in  my  wildest  dreams  ever  thought 
I  would  meet  him  and  one  day  he  just 
popped  in.  I  gave  him  a  massage  and  the 
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next  day,  when  he  found  out  he  was  my 
idol,  he  came  back  with  a  baseball  and 
all  the  Yankees'  signatures  on  it." 

Mantle's  autographed  baseball  is  one 
of  Oglesby's  treasures.  He  picks  it  up 
from  time  to  time,  fingers  the  stitching 
and  drifts  back  to  the  days  that  Mantle 
was  the  greatest  name  in  baseball. 

He  would  like  to  see  it,  to  be  able  to 
study  the  names  on  it.  But  he  can't.  Bob 
Oglesby  has  been  blind  since  he  was  five 
years  old.  .  .  . 

Oglesby  had  little  difficulty  adjusting 
to  his  sightless  world.  He  had  more 
trouble  with  his  mother  and  father  and 
sisters  and  brothers  fretting  over  him. 

"Being  blinded  is  not  as  traumatic  for  a 
person  as  young  as  I  was,''  Oglesby  says. 
"It's  most  difficult  for  an  adult  to  accept 
blindness  but  I  made  it  through  the  first 
part  of  it  okay.  It  was  worse  for  my 
family.  They  kept  me  out  of  school  for 
three  years  because  they  couldn't  stand 
me  being  away.  I  didn't  start  school  until  I 
was  nine  years  old.'' 

When  he  first  arrived  at  South  Carolina 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Bob 
Oglesby  didn't  waste  time  getting  in- 
volved in  athletics  .  .  ."I  played  some 
football  but  it  was  kinda  hard  to  play 
basketball.  I  did  go  to  most  every  basket- 
ball game  played  there,  though.  I  was  in- 
volved in  it.  I  loved  being  in  the  crowd.  It 
meant  a  lot  to  me  to  be  around  it." 

Oglesby's  love  for  sports  has  spilled 
over  into  his  professional  life.  He  has 
been  the  health  club  director  here  for  1 1 
years.  He  and  his  wife  Pearl  became  the 
second  and  third  people  in  the  state  to 
train  as  masseurs  nearly  30  years  ago. 

"Sports  have  always  been  my  favorite 
pastime,"  he  says.  "I  try  to  involve  myself 
in  all  sports  so  I  can  be  confident  in  what 
I  have  to  say.  When  I  realized  I  was  going 
to  get  in  this  line  of  work,  it  was  all  the 
more   important  to   me  to   know  about 


sports.  Most  of  the  time  all  we  do  is  talk 
about  sports  and  it's  an  important  factor 
in  being  successful  in  your  work." 

Oglesby  doesn't  simply  talk  sports.  He 
has  been  active  in  helping  improve 
athletic  participation  for  sightless 
people.  He  is  involved  heavily  with  the 
Pioneers'  Club,  which  has  produced 
devices  like  a  sound  system  which  allows 
blind  people  to  run  without  the  aid  of 
someone.  And  he  has  been  involved  with 
a  device  that  is  placed  on  a  basketball 
hoop  that  helps  blind  people  play  basket- 
ball. 

"The  device  for  running  is  like  a 
hearing  aid  operated  by  someone  off  the 
track  and  it  gives  a  sound  signal  to  keep 
a  runner  on  his  line,"  Oglesby  says.  "The 
basketball  device  emits  a  sound  that  lets 
the  player  know  where  the  basket  is. 
When  the  ball  drops  through  it,  it  rings  a 
bell  to  let  him  know  he  has  scored." 

He  is  a  visible  force  in  the  blind  com- 
munity, well  respected.  .  .  . 

And  he  is  currently  involved  in  getting 
Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  off  the 
ground.  The  camp  which  will  take  five 
years  to  complete,  is  being  built  on 
Sassafras  Mountain,  12  miles  north  of 
Pickens.  When  complete,  it  will  serve 
300  people.  One  of  the  cottages  will  be 
named  the  Robert  Lee  Oglesby  Cottage. 

"We  hope  when  we  complete  the 
facility  we  will  be  able  to  serve  every 
blind  person  in  the  state  who  desires  to 
be  served,"  Oglesby  says.  "It  will  have 
hiking  trails,  a  swimming  pool,  a  lake 
and  there  will  be  hiking  trails." 

A  kickoff  banquet  is  planned  at  the 
YMCA  April  28  in  Oglesby's  honor,  to 
begin  a  funding  program  to  finance  the 
Oglesby  Cottage.  The  Spartanburg  Chap- 
ter of  the  Federation  of  the  Blind  is 
donating  the  first  $5,000.  The  cost  is  ex- 
pected to  be  over  $60,000 

Meanwhile,  he  will  be  busy  getting 
folks    acquainted    with    the    expanded 
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facilities  at  the  YAACA.  The  health  club 
has  expanded  into  separate  quarters  for 
both  men  and  women,  a  new  gymnasium 
will  house  a  basketball  court,  three  hand- 
ball courts  and  an  indoor  track. 

"I  like  to  think  I  played  a  part  in  it,"  he 
says.  "I'm  real  pleased  the  ladies  will 
soon  have  a  place  to  call  their  own.  They 
haven't   had  that   in  the   past  but  their 


facility  will  be  ready  any  day  now.  And 
the  new  building  should  be  complete  by 
May.'' 

His  buddy,  Matthew  Poliakoff,  would 
be  proud.  Oglesby  and  Poliakoff  spent  10 
years  watching  University  of  South 
Carolina  football  and  basketball  games 
together.  "I  miss  him,''  Oglesby  says.  "I 
wish  he  was  around  to  see  it  all  happen.'' 


The  South  Carolina  Senate  has  passed 
the  jury  bill  providing  non-discriminatory 
treatment  of  prospective  blind  jurors. 
The  Bill,  S.  145,  is  now  pending  in  the 
House  Judiciary  Committee.  Passage  by 
the  Senate  was  a  big  hurdle;  however, 
the  Senate-passed  bill  now  faces  stiff  op- 
position in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  Federation  will  continue  to  work  to 
overcome  this  opposition  as  there  are 
also  many  supporters  of  the  legislation  in 
the  House. 

Press  Does  About  Face 

Since  the  issue  of  blind  persons  being 
disqualified  as  jurors  surfaced  two  years 
ago,  the  press  has  not  remained  silent. 
Articles  and  editorials  in  support  and  in 
opposition  to  blind  persons  serving  as 
jurors  have  been  printed.  Perhaps  this  is 
not  surprising  as  editors  are  as  subject  to 
divergent  views  as  anyone  else. 
However,  it  is  well  known  that  public 
opinion  can  be  and  is  frequently  in- 
fluenced by  the  press.  Thus,  it  is 
especially  important  that  the  press  at 
least  be  consistent  in  their  editorial 
position.  In  1979  an  editorial  appeared  in 
the  State  Newspaper  in  support  of  blind 
jurors.  However,  a  few  weeks  ago  the 
same  newspaper  featured  an  editorial  in 
opposition  to  blind  jurors.  The  editorial 
had  the  effect  of  being  a  "put  down''  of 
blind  citizens. 


Senate  Passes  Jury  Bill 

A  New  Wrinkle 


The  NFB  of  SC,  through  its  president, 
Donald  Capps,  responded  to  the  recent 
State  editorial.  While  the  State  printed 
President  Capps'  letter,  they  also 
featured  on  the  same  day  a  letter 
previously  received  from  a  blind  person 
which  squared  with  their  position. 
President  Capps'  response  to  the 
editorial  contained  far  more  logic  than 
the  other  blind  gentleman's  letter  and 
was  more  prominently  featured; 
however,  the  NFB  of  SC  believes  that  the 
State  did  not  display  fairness  in  printing 
President  Capps'  letter  responding  to  the 
editorial  and  the  letter  opposing  the  jury 
bill  on  the  same  day. 

Blind  persons  writing  to  the 
newspapers  in  opposition  to  a  basic  right 
of  each  and  every  citizen  represents  a 
new  wrinkle.  Such  actions,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  NFB  of  SC,  hurt  the  cause 
of  the  blind.  In  order  that  Palmetto  Blind 
readers  will  be  fully  informed.  The 
Palmetto  Blind  is  reproducing  the 
editorial,  President  Capps'  letter  and  Mr. 
Little's  letter. 

Question  of  Justice 

The  State  —  February  20,  1 98 1 

"There  may  be  some  circumstances  in 
which  legally  blind  citizens  can  function 
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as  well  as  sighted  ones  while  sitting  on  a 
jury  in  a  South  Carolina  Court,  but  there 
aren't  many. 

"It  is  necessary  for  a  juryman  to  not 
only  listen  carefully  to  the  testimony  but 
to  observe  the  conduct  of  witnesses,  and 
of  the  trial,  closely.  Certainly  a  juryman 
must  be  able  to  see  in  order  to  evaluate 
physical  evidence. 

"The  State  endorses  efforts  to  improve 
and  enhance  the  status  of  handicapped 
citizens  in  our  society,  but  in  this  instance 
we  feel  it  is  not  so  much  of  a  question  of 
encouraging  good  citizenship  as  it  is  a 
question  of  the  conduct  of  justice. 

"Should  the  legislature  approve  a  bill 
to  allow  the  legally  blind  to  serve  on 
juries,  it  should  be  left  to  a  judge  to 
determine  the  reasonableness  of  that 
juror's  service. 

"Of  course,  both  prosecution  and  de- 
fense attorneys  will  continue  to  have  the 
right  to  strike  jurors,  and  that  is  another 
means  of  excusing  a  blind  juror  from 
serving. 

"The  intent  of  the  legislation  is  noble, 
but  we  think  it  is  impracticable.  It  would 
not  improve  the  administration  of 
justice.'' 

Newspaper's  Vision  is  Blurring 

The  State  —  March  21,1981 

The  blind  continue  to  meet  the 
challenges  of  eliminating  misconceptions 
about  blindness.  In  a  recent  editorial, 
"Question  of  Justice,''  The  State  (Feb.  20) 
wrote  "There  aren't  many  circumstances 
in  which  legally  blind  citizens  can  func- 
tion as  well  as  sighted  ones  while  sitting 
on  a  jury.''  Reference  was  made  to  the 
necessary  senses  which  a  juror  must 
possess  to  ensure  the  proper  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  only  a  few  years  ago  jurors  had 
to  possess  the  right  skin  color  and  sex  to 
serve  in  this  state. 


The  same  misjudgment,  discrimination 
and  prejudice  underlie  the  exclusion  of 
blind  persons  that  previously  excluded 
blacks  and  women. 

"Blacks  or  women''  could  be  sub- 
stituted for  "handicapped''  in  The  State's 
remarks  endorsing  "efforts  to  improve 
and  enhance  the  status  of  handicapped 
citizens  in  our  society''  while 
simultaneously  questioning  the  good 
these  efforts  produce. 

The  blind  juror  legislation  is  not 
"noble,''  as  The  State  suggests.  It  simply 
ensures  qualified  blind  people  the  right 
to  serve  as  jurors.  Blind  judges  and  at- 
torneys practice  competently  nationwide 
without  question  of  their  abilities  to 
evaluate  physical  evidence,  observe  wit- 
nesses' conduct  or  select  prospective 
jurors.  Why  question  blind  jurors  who 
will  serve  with  several  sighted  persons? 
Attorneys  who  don't  want  blind  jurors 
can  exercise  their  right  to  strike  jurors. 

Finally,  with  all  due  respect  to  The 
State,  we  find  it  curious  that  The  State  ap- 
pears to  have  reversed  its  stance  from  a 
previous  editorial,  "If  Justice  Is  Blind, 
Why  Not  Jurors?  (May  15,  1979). 

Donald  C.  Capps,  President 


Blind  Person  Contends 
Justice  Isn't  Blind 

The  State  —  March  2 1 ,  1 98 1 

"I  just  listened  to  the  article  read  over 
my  educational  radio  for  the  blind  about 
a  bill  being  passed  by  the  Senate  to 
make  legally  blind  persons  eligible  to 
serve  on  juries.  As  a  legally  blind  person 
with  limited  vision,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  I  am  not  qualified  for  such  service.  I 
believe  that  all  blind  persons  should 
recognize  their  limitations  and  focus 
more  attention  on  the  things  they  are 
capable  of  doing  and  appreciate  the  ser- 
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vices    being    made    available    to    them 
daily. 

Since  I  am  functionally  blind,  not  able 
to  read  or  write  nor  distinguish  colors 
and  people's  features,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult if  not  impossible  for  me  to  make  a 
judgement  on  objects  presented  as 
evidence  because  I  could  not  see  them. 

If  the  final  bill  does  not  include 
significant  definitions  concerning  levels 
of  perception,  I  may  just  look  around  for 
a  job  as  a  proofreader  or  apply  for  the  re- 
issuance of  my  driver's  license.'' 

Marvin  H.  Little 


Not  of  One  Mind 

The  NFB  of  SC  has  never  pretended 
that  all  blind  persons  are  of  one  mind. 
We  believe,  instead,  that  the  blind 
represent  a  cross  section  of  the 
population.  However,  something  as  im- 
portant as  the  jury  bill,  which  assures 
first  class  citizenship  for  the  blind  in  jury 
service,  deserves  serious  consideration 
by  all  blind  persons.  The  Federation 
recognizes  that  some  blind  persons,  just 
as  some  sighted  persons,  have  no  desire 
to  serve  on  juries  and  some  may  even 
believe  that  they  are  incapable  of 
serving  on  juries.  In  recognition  of  this 
situation,  the  Low  Country  Chapter  of  the 
NFB  of  SC  recently  adopted  a  resolution 
which  addresses  this  issue. 

WHEREAS,  the  Low  Country  Chapter  of 
the  NFB  of  SC  is  vitally  concerned  that 
blind  citizens  assume  and  be  granted  the 
same  rights  and  responsibilities  ac- 
corded sighted  citizens;  and 

WHEREAS,  blind  South  Carolinians  and 
other  blind  Americans  have  competently 
rendered  and  continue  to  successfully 
render  efficient  jury  service  when  per- 
mitted; and 

WHEREAS,  S.  145,  as  passed  by  the 
Senate,    provides    that    'legal    blindness 


shall  not  disqualify  an  otherwise 
qualified  juror"  insuring  blind  people 
who  want  to  capably  serve  as  jurors  the 
right  to  do  so;  and 

WHEREAS,  S.  145  further  provides  that 
"persons  who  are  legally  blind  .  .  .  shall 
be  exempt  from  service  as  jurors  if  they 
so  elect,"  permitting  those  blind  persons, 
who  because  of  lack  of  self-assurance  or 
the  benefit  of  enlightened  and  educated 
attitudes  resulting  from  participation  in 
successful  rehabilitation  programs,  the 
right  to  exempt  themselves;  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  recognized  that  the 
blind  like  the  sighted  are  not  always  of 
one  mind;  and 

WHEREAS,  S.  145  provides  for  the 
rights  of  those  blind  people  who  wish  to 
serve  and  those  who  choose  to  exempt 
themselves;  thus  satisfactorily  and  fairly 
meeting  the  concerns  of  all  the  blind; 
and 

WHEREAS,  attorneys  or  litigants  for  all 
parties  may  satisfactorily  resolve  their 
desire  for,  or  rejection  of  blind  jurors  or 
others  through  use  of  preemptory 
strikes;  now,  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  Low  Country 
Chapter  of  the  NFB  of  SC  assembled  this 
11th  day  of  April,  1981  in  the  city  of 
Walterboro  that,  as  blind  citizens,  we  go 
on  record  in  support  of  S.  145  as  passed 
by  the  Senate,  and  reaffirm  our  belief  in 
all  that  it  stands  for  in  furthering  our 
first-class  citizenship;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  we,  as 
blind  citizens,  redouble  our  efforts  to  in- 
sure passage  of  S.  145  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  without  amendments; 
and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  we,  as 
blind  citizens,  continue  to  educate  both 
the  sighted  and  the  blind  public  about 
the  true  nature  of  blindness;  and  let  us 
begin  by  distributing  this  resolution  to 
our  elected  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 
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Dr.  Jernigan  to  Address  State  Convention 


Dr.  Kenneth  Jernigan,  President  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind,  will  be 
the  banquet  speaker  at  the  State  Con- 
vention of  the  NFB  of  SC.  The  annual 
meeting  will  be  held  July  31,  August  1 
and  2,  1981  on  the  campus  of 
Presbyterian  College  in  Clinton.  The 
Laurens  County  Chapter  of  the  NFB  of  SC 
is  the  host  chapter.  This  chapter  is 
already  preparing  for  the  convention. 
Presbyterian  College  officials  have  made 
available  three  fine  facilities  for  use 
during  the  convention.  Delegates  will  be 
housed  in  Georgia  Hall,  a  modern  air- 
conditioned  facility.  Room  rates  are 
$7.00  per  person  per  night.  The  Clinton 
Holiday  Inn  will  be  available  to  persons 
desiring  more  elaborate  accom- 
modations. The  Friday  evening 
reception  and  hospitality  hour  will  also 
be  held  in  Georgia  Hall.  Meals,  including 
the  Saturday  luncheon  and  the  Saturday 
evening    banquet,    will     be    served     in 


Shelia  Goes  to  Nebraska 

The  NFB  of  SC  is  losing  one  of  its  most 
faithful  members.  Shelia  Byrd,  active  in 
the  Columbia  Chapter  for  several  years 
prior  to  transferring  to  the  Charleston 
area,  has  accepted  an  important  position 
with  the  Nebraska  Agency  for  the  Blind. 
For  the  past  several  years,  Shelia  has 
been  working  as  a  counselor  in  the 
Charleston  office  of  the  S.  C.  Commission 
for  the  Blind.  Earlier  this  year,  Shelia  was 
elected  president  of  the  Charleston 
Chapter.  Since  1978,  she  had  served  as 
secretary  of  the  NFB  of  SC.  In  ap- 
preciation of  Shelia's  many  contributions 
to  programs  for  the  blind,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  at  the  March  29th  meeting 
of  the  State  Board  commending  her  for 
her  service  to  blind  South  Carolinians. 


Greenville  Dining  Hall,  an  excellent 
facility.  The  three  convention  buildings 
are  in  easy  walking  distance  of  each 
other.  However,  for  convenience  to 
delegates,  several  buses  will  be 
available.  All  reservations  should  be 
made  at  the  Federation  Center  of  the 
Blind,  except  Holiday  Inn  reservations, 
just  as  they  were  in  1980  for  the  Cap- 
stone House.  Several  weeks  prior  to  the 
convention  you  will  receive  the  usual 
convention  material  and  instructions. 
Don't  make  reservations  directly  with 
Presbyterian  College.  With  our  National 
President  being  in  attendance,  our  an- 
nual, state  convention  promises  to  be  an 
outstanding  event.  The  1982  State  Con- 
vention will  be  housed  in  the  Clemson 
House  on  the  campus  of  Clemson  Univer- 
sity. The  dates  for  the  1982  convention 
are  July  30,  31 ,  and  August  1 ,  1 982. 

Baltimore,  Here  We  Come! 

Before  you  know  it,  we  will  be 
boarding  the  two  chartered  buses  for 
Baltimore  to  attend  the  1981  convention 
of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind. 
While  all  bus  passengers  will  receive  a 
special  letter  with  complete  details  at  a 
later  date,  it  will  be  helpful  to  note  that 
both  buses  will  depart  from  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  in  Colum- 
bia on  Saturday  morning,  July  4th,  at 
8:00  a.m.  The  return  trip  will  be  the 
following  Saturday.  Both  buses  will 
arrive  in  Baltimore  later  that  evening.  If 
you  have  not  already  signed  up  for  the 
Baltimore  trip,  you  should  do  so  im- 
mediately. Also,  if  you  have  not  made 
your  hotel  reservation  in  Baltimore,  you 
should  make  arrangements  promptly. 
Please  send  your  check  for  $20  to  Mrs. 
Sharon     Omvig,     364     Marydell     Road, 
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Baltimore,  AAd.  21229.  You  should  also 
give  Mrs.  Omvig  the  following:  your 
name  and  address,  your  date  of  arrival 
and  date  of  departure,  what  kind  of  room 
you  want  —  single,  double,  triple,  or 
quad,  and  if  you  prefer  a  certain  hotel, 
indicate  this;  but  also  put  down  your 
second  and  third  choice.  Mrs.  Tootsie 
Gatlin,  official  delegate  to  the  National 
Convention,  will  be  in  charge  of  one  bus, 
and  Bob  Bell,  alternate  delegate,  will  be 
in  charge  of  the  second  bus.  Unlike  the 
trip  to  Minneapolis  no  overnight  stop  will 
be  necessary  for  the  Baltimore  trip  which 
should  not  require  more  than  14  hours 
en  route  including  stops  for  breaks  and 
meals.  This  year  promises  to  be  a  truly 
outstanding  national  convention.  One 
day  of  the  convention,  Wednesday,  has 
been  set  aside  for  a  trip  to  Washington.  If 
you  need  any  further  information  con- 
cerning the  bus  trip  or  the  National  Con- 
vention, please  call  the  Federation  Cen- 
ter of  the  Blind  at  254-3777.  Let's  again 
have  South  Carolina  at  the  very  top  in  at- 
tendance. 


Time  to  Apply  for  1981 
Scholarship  and  Home  Awards 

Blind  persons  interested  in  applying 
for  the  Ellen  Beach  Mack  Home  Award 
and  Scholarship  Award  are  now  invited 
to  do  so.  Any  blind  South  Carolinian  is 
eligible  to  apply  for  the  Ellen  Beach  Mack 
Home  Award.  Application  for  this  award 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind,  119  S. 
Kilbourne  Road,  Columbia,  S.  C.  29205  or 
to  Mr.  Bob  Bell,  Route  1  Box  223, 
Laurens,  S.  C.  29360.  Blind  college 
students  interested  in  applying  for  the 
Sam  M.  Lawton  Memorial  Scholarship 
Award  should  contact  the  Federation 
Center  or  write  to  Mr.  Bob  Oglesby,  601 


Maple  Street,  Spartanburg,  S.  C.  29302. 
The  same  procedure  should  be  followed 
in  applying  for  the  Houston  "Andy"  An- 
derson Award  as  you  may  write  to  the 
Federation  Center  or  to  Mrs.  Earlene 
Gardner,  P.  O.  Box  2068,  Aiken,  S.  C. 
29801.  These  awards  will  be  presented 
during  the  annual  banquet  of  the  State 
Convention  of  the  NFB  of  SC. 

Rocky  Bottom  Update 

The  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind 
continues  to  be  a  combination  of 
challenge  and  progress.  With  arrival  of 
spring,  organizations  of  the  blind  and 
others  are  busily  involved  in  planning 
their  visits  to  Rocky  Bottom.  Virtually,  all 
the  23  organizations  which  comprise  the 
NFB  of  SC  have  now  made  their  reser- 
vations. Even  though  warmer  weather 
will  result  in  stepped  up  activity  at  Rocky 
Bottom,  throughout  the  winter  months 
there  has  been  a  steady  flow  of  visitors 
to  the  area.  The  Rocky  Bottom  project 
continues  to  attract  the  involvement  of 
many  different  groups.  Several  Lions 
Clubs  in  that  area  of  the  state  are  plan- 
ning activities  on  behalf  of  the  camp.  The 
S.  C.  Telephone  Pioneers  will  visit  Rocky 
Bottom  on  Saturday,  May  2nd.  The  S.  C. 
Army  National  Guard  is  also  planning 
some  assistance  to  the  camp.  Recently, 
the  Rocky  Bottom  story  was  presented  to 
a  district  conference  of  the  Rotary  Clubs 
of  District  777.  In  general,  the  Rocky  Bot- 
tom story  is  becoming  increasingly  better 
known  throughout  South  Carolina. 
Recognizing  that  the  Rocky  Bottom 
project  is  of  considerable  magnitude,  the 
NFB  of  SC  will  continue  to  seek  the 
assistance  of  as  many  individuals  and 
groups  as  possible  in  getting  the  job 
done.  In  this  regard,  the  State  Board  of 
the  NFB  of  SC  recently  took  action  by 
authorizing  the  creation  of  a  State  Ad- 
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visory  Board  for  Rocky  Bottom.  A  number 
of  prominent  South  Carolinians  have 
been  extended  and  have  accepted  an  in- 
vitation to  join  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of 
the  Blind  Advisory  Board.  The  Palmetto 
Blind  is  pleased  to  report  that  Hon.  Earle 
E.  Morris,  Jr.,  State  Comptroller  General, 
is  among  the  first  to  respond  as  he  writes 
as  follows: 

"I  appreciate  your  letter  of  April  8, 
1981  in  which  you  provide  an  overview 
of  activities  and  progress  at  Rocky  Bot- 
tom Camp  of  the  Blind  and  propose  the 
establishment  of  a  statewide  Advisory 
Board  for  the  camp. 

Under  your  wise,  dedicated,  and 
energetic  leadership  progress  in 
development  and  use  of  the  Rocky  Bot- 
tom Camp  of  the  Blind  has  been 
phenomenal.  You  have  every  right  to  be 
proud  of  the  achievements  made,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  completion  of  the 
complex  will  be  made  on  schedule. 

I  am  honored  by  your  invitation  to 
serve  on  the  Advisory  Board  and  I  accept 
with  pleasure  this  opportunity  to  be  of 
further  service. 

Sincerely, 

Earle  E.  Morris,  Jr. 


Handbook  for  Senior  Citizens 

The  American  Brotherhood  for  the 
Blind  is  increasingly  responsible  for  out- 
standing publications  providing  valuable 
information  to  blind  Americans.  The 
most  recent  publication  is  entitled,  A 
Handbook  for  Senior  Citizens:  Rights, 
Resources  and  Responsibilities.  It  is  an 
excellent  resource  and  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  to  the  American  Brotherhood 
for  the  Blind,  1800  Johnson  Street, 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21230.  The  cost  of 
the  publication  is  $6.95.  This  special 
publication  contains  such  information  as 
What  if  Blindness,  Where  to  Live,  Special 


Techniques,  Aids  and  Appliances  for  Per- 
sonal Use,  Special  Services  and  Agencies 
for  Older  Americans,  Financial  Assis- 
tance, Rehabilitation  Services  for  Older 
Blind  Persons,  Handling  Printed 
Materials,  History  of  Organizations  of  the 
Blind,  and  To  Every  Thing  There  is  a 
Season. 

Legislature  Expands  School's 
Board  of  Commissioners 

The  S.  C.  General  Assembly  has 
passed  legislation  which  provides  for  the 
expansion  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  S.  C.  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  Blind  from  7  members  to  9 
members,  one  of  whom  must  be  blind. 
The  1980  State  Convention  of  the  NFB  of 
SC  adopted  a  resolution  calling  for  this 
legislation.  The  NFB  of  SC  is  pleased  to 
have  worked  closely  with  School  officials 
in  drafting  this  legislation.  Senator 
Heyward  McDonald  of  Columbia  was  the 
Chief  Author  of  the  recently  passed  bill 
which  will  go  to  Governor  Riley  for  his 
signature  within  the  next  few  days.  The 
expanded  board  will  provide  for  more 
balanced  representation  and  hopefully 
will  assist  in  better  administration  of  the 
school. 

In  Memoriam 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina  has  recently  lost  two 
faithful  members  through  death.  Mr. 
Willie  Randal,  long  time  member  of  the 
Spartanburg  Chapter,  passed  away  in 
March.  Mrs.  Annie  May  Hyatt,  who  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Chester  Chapter 
organized  three  years  ago,  passed  away 
in  April.  The  Federation  extends  sincere 
sympathy  to  the  families  of  Mr.  Randall 
and  Mrs.  Hyatt.  Both  will  be  greatly 
missed. 
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Columbia  and  Conway  Chapters 
Enjoy  Successful  Projects 


The  Columbia  Chapter  held  its  28th  an- 
nual BBQ  on  April  2nd  and  for  the  first 
time,  realized  profits  in  excess  of  $5,000. 
It  was  the  most  successful  BBQ  to  date. 
On  April  9th,  the  Conway  Chapter  had  a 
successful  "Chicken  Bog".  The  Chapter 
realized  profits  of  nearly  $2,000  and  is  to 


be  saluted.  Alton  Cannon  is  the  new 
president  of  the  Conway  Chapter  and 
spearheaded  the  highly  successful  old 
fashioned  chicken  bog.  Whether  it  is 
chicken  BBQ  or  chicken  bog,  it  appears 
that  the  Federation  can  get  the  job  done. 


Around  the  Palmetto  State 


The  State  Board  of  the  NFB  of  SC  has 
undergone  some  recent  changes.  Miss 
Shelia  Byrd  is  going  to  Nebraska  and  she 
resigned  as  State  Secretary.  Mr.  Bob 
Oglesby  of  Spartanburg  was  confirmed 
by  the  State  Board  as  her  replacement. 
Mr.  Joe  Stribling  of  the  Oconee  County 
Chapter  replaces  Jerry  Whittle  on  the 
State  Board  since  Jerry  has  transferred 
his  membership  to  the  Columbia  Chap- 
ter. Mrs.  Juanita  Shell  of  Greenville 
replaces  Barbara  Curci  who  is  now 
residing  in  Arkansas.  Alton  Cannon  now 
represents  Conway  on  the  State  Board, 
replacing  Mercedes  Royal  who  is  pre- 
sently representing  the  Myrtle  Beach 
Chapter.  Mike  Keasler  represents  the 
Pickens  County  Chapter. 

The  Palmetto  Blind  expresses  ap- 
preciation to  Cynthia  Bass  who  tran- 
scribed the  February  issue  of  the  Palmet- 
to Blind  into  braille  which  was  the  first 
braille  edition. 

The  second  annual  Retreat  for  the 
Blind  at  White  Oak  Baptist  Conference 
Center  was  a  success.  Rev.  Jack  Causey, 
Pastor  of  Pendleton  Street  Baptist  Church 
in  Greenville,  was  the  religious  leader. 
NFB  of  SC  President,  Don  Capps, 
presided  over  the  conference.  Marshall 
and  Lois  Tucker  presented  the  musical 
programs. 

Following    two    weeks    stay    in    the 


hospital,  Reggie  Baker,  President  of  the 
Lancaster  Chapter,  is  now  at  home 
recuperating. 

The  Florence  Chapter  enjoyed  a  suc- 
cessful membership  banquet  on  Saturday 
evening,  April  25th.  Plans  call  for  a 
similar  membership  drive  for  the  Rock 
Hill  Chapter  in  the  middle  of  May. 


From  the  Presidents  Desk 

It  was  the  chapter's  first  anniversary. 
The  Low  Country  Chapter  of  the  NFB  of 
SC  had  weathered  the  first  12  months  of 
its  existance.  We  were  pleased  to  be  on 
hand  for  the  important  observance.  As 
we  arrived  at  the  Colleton  County 
Agriculture  Building  in  Walterboro,  a  bus 
arrived  just  ahead  of  us  and  was 
unloading.  Passengers  included  men  and 
women,  both  white  and  black.  They  had 
come  from  a  three  county  area,  Colleton, 
Hampton,  and  Bamberg.  Their  fine 
President,  Gloria  Bowers,  called  the 
meeting  to  order.  From  the  outset,  there 
was  a  good  spirit  among  the  group.  This 
warm  spirit  was  heightened  when 
President  Gloria  requested  Mrs.  Robin- 
son, an  elderly  black  member,  to  sing  a 
song  for  the  group.  Mrs.  Robinson 
responded  with  a  beautiful  rendition  of 
"He    Touched    Me."    This    touched    your 
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State  President.  Presiding  over  the 
meeting  like  a  pro,  President  Gloria  con- 
ducted election  of  officers  for  the  second 
year  of  the  young  Chapter's  existance. 
We  were  pleased  to  extend 
congratulations  on  behalf  of  the  State 
and  National  organizations  to  the  Low 
Country  Chapter  on  its  first  anniversary. 

We  talked  briefly  about  the  jury  bill 
and  why  it  is  important  for  blind  persons 
not  only  to  expect  their  rights  but  to  also 
assume  their  responsibilities.  The  new 
chapter  responded  by  adopting  a 
resolution  pertaining  to  the  jury  bill 
printed  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 
Although  new  in  the  Federation,  the  Low 
Country  Chapter  members  understand 
the  meaning  of  first  class  citizenship  and 
unanimously  adopted  the  resolution. 

President  Gloria  discussed  other  state 
matters  including  Rocky  Bottom.  The 
guest  speaker  was  introduced.  She 
promptly  and  wisely  reminded  the  group 
that  it  was  apparent  to  her  the 
Federation  was  working  hard  on  behalf 
of  the  nation's  blind.  In  her  meaningful 
address,  she  used  a  report  card  as  an 
analogy  for  individual  performance.  The 
speaker  told  the  chapter  that,  depending 
upon  how  hard  we  worked,  we  will  fall  in 
the  following  categories:  1.  Superior,  2. 
Good,  3.  Average,  4.  Fair,  5.  Failing.  The 
group  got  the  message. 

We  have  not  visited  the  Low  Country 
Chapter  since  its  formation  a  year  ago  in 
April  of  1980.  How  good  it  was  to  see 
blind  persons  in  that  area  of  the  state 
working  harmoniously  to  advance  their 
best  interests  and  the  best  interests  of 
the  state's  blind.  The  NFB  of  SC  salutes  its 
Low  Country  Chapter  on  its  first  an- 
niversary and  extends  sincere  best 
wishes  for  continued  success  and 
growth. 


Final  Thought 


Ten  Commandments  of  Success 

1 .  Work  Hard.  Hard  work  is  the  best  in- 
vestment you  can  make. 

2.  Study  Hard.  Knowledge  enables  us  to 
work  more  intelligently  and  ef- 
fectively. 

3.  Have  initiative.  Ruts  often  deepen  in- 
to graves. 

4.  Love  your  work.  Then  you  will  find 
pleasure  in  mastering  it. 

5.  Be  exact.  Slipshod  methods  bring 
slipshod  results. 

6.  Have  the  spirit  of  conquest.  Thus  you 
can  successfully  battle  and  overcome 
difficulties. 

7.  Cultivate  personality.  Personality  is 
to  us  what  perfume  is  to  a  flower. 

8.  Help  and  share  with  others.  The  real 
test  of  business  greatness  lies  in 
giving  opportunity  to  others. 

9.  Be  democratic.  Unless  you  feel  right 
toward  your  fellowmen  you  can 
never  be  a  successful  leader. 

1 0.  In  all  things  do  your  best.  People  who 
have  done  their  best  have  done 
everything.  People  who  have  done 
less  than  their  best  have  done 
nothing. 
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Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  soars  with  South  Carolina  National  Guard. 
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Editor:  Donald  C.  Capps 
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The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina,  formerly  known  as  The 
South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind, 
is  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
of  South  Carolina  to  promote  the  social, 
spiritual  and  economic  well-being  of  all 
the  blind  of  South  Carolina. 

The  Palmetto  Blind  is  provided  free  of 
charge  by  The  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina  to  all  blind  South 
Carolinians  and  other  interested  per- 
sons, and  is  available  in  print,  audio  cas- 
sette editions,  and  braille  from  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind. 

Readers  who  receive  the  audio  cas- 
sette editions  are  requested  to  handle 
the  tapes  with  care  and  to  always  return 
them  promptly  for  the  benefit  of  other 


users.  If  you  should  receive  a  bad  tape, 
please  let  the  Center  know-by  dropping 
us  a  note  enclosed  with  the  bad  cassette 
so  that  appropriate  action  may  be  taken 
to  remove  that  cassette  from  our  library. 
Braille  and  print  copies  may  be  retained 
by  recipients  for  their  personal  libraries. 

If  you  or  a  friend  wish  to  remember 
The  South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the 
Blind,  Inc.,  also  known  as  The  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina, 
in  your  will  you  can  do  so  by  employing 
the  following  language: 

"I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  The 
South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind, 
Inc.  also  known  as  The  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina, 
P.  O.  Box  4174,  Columbia,  S.  C.  the  sum 

of  $ (or11 percent  of 

my  net  estate",  or  "the  following  stocks 

and  bonds: ")  to  be  used  for 

its  worthy  purposes  on  behalf  of  blind 
persons  and  to  be  held  and  administered 
by  direction  of  its  Executive  Committee 
and  Board  of  Directors." 


Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  Reaches  New  Heights 


It's  a  bird  .  .  .  it's  a  plane  .  .  .  it's  the 
South  Carolina  National  Guard!  On 
Thursday,  June  18  1981  Rocky  Bottom 
residents  were  surprised  and  delightfully 
excited  to  witness  the  first  helicopter 
landing  in  the  Rocky  Bottom  community 
on  the  front  lawn  of  Osterneck  Cottage 
at  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind. 
On  hand  to  greet  the  helicopter  which 
carried  a  group  of  officers  dispatched  by 
Major  General  T.  E.  Marchant,  Adjutant 
General  of  South  Carolina,  were 
President  Capps,  his  wife  Betty,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carver,  and  curious  friends  and 
neighbors.  Included  in  the  visiting  group 
of  officials  were  CSM  James  C.  Tabor, 
Major  Frank  H.  Chapman,  Petty  Officer 
2nd  Class  Joe  C.  Leophart,  U.  S.  Navy 
Seabee  C.  W.  Paul  Lyell  and  CW3  M.  L. 
Watts  and  Captain  Gene  Widener.  But 
that  was  not  the  entire  crew  .  .  .  the 
navigator  was  Federationist  Suzanne 
Bridges,  for  whom  special  clearance  was 
made  to  allow  her  to  accompany  the 
group  in  the  helicopter.  As  you  can  see, 
the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina  continues  to  climb  to 
greater  and  greater  heights.  We  have 
scaled  the  mountains  and  now  we  are 
taking  to  the  skies  ...  or  so  it  would 
seem.  Invitations  were  also  extended  to 
Donald  Capps,  Betty  Capps  and  L.  P. 
Armstrong,  immediate  past  Chairman  of 


the  Richland-Lexington  Campaign,  to  fly 
in  the  helicopter,  however,  all  produced 
convenient  excuses.  Therefore,  the 
challenge  was  left  to  Susie. 

Leaving  Columbia  shortly  after  8:00 
a.m.,  the  helicopter  and  crew  arrived 
safely  at  Rocky  Bottom  around  10:30 
a.m.  Susie  experienced  no  casualties 
along  the  way  and  indeed  characterized 
the  experience  as  one  of  the  greatest  in 
her  life  and  one  that  would  remain  with 
her  forever.  She  remarked  that  indeed 
blind  people  could  even  successfully 
navigate  aircraft.  Both  she  and  the  crew 
were  admittedly  surprised  when  they 
landed  right  on  target. 

The  National  Guard  thoroughly  en- 
joyed the  visit  to  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of 
the  Blind  and  were  impressed  by  the 
progress  which  has  been  made.  They  will 
return  in  August  to  assist  in  the  camp's 
renovation  and  development  and  are 
looking  forward  to  becoming  involved  in 
this  project.  We  too  are  anticipating  the 
next  visits  and  the  invaluable  con- 
tribution and  services  which  the  National 
Guard  and  Seabees  will  be  rendering. 
Our  appreciation  and  thanks  go  out  to  all 
and  a  special  thanks  goes  to  CSM  James 
C.  Tabor  from  Suzanne  for  his  effort 
which  enabled  her  to  accompany  the 
group  in  her  first  helicopter  ride. 


General  T.  E.  Marchant  Responds 


Dear  Mr.  Capps, 

I  wanted  to  express  my  genuine  ap- 
preciation for  the  outstanding  manner  in 
which  the  representatives  of  the  South 
Carolina  National  Guard  were  received 
at  Camp  Rocky  Bottom  on  1 8  June. 

CSM  James  C.  Tabor  has  advised  me  of 
the   hospitality   extended   to   them.   The 


group  was  certainly  impressed  with  your 
camp  and  the  accomplishments  you  have 
achieved  in  renovation  work. 

At  this  point  the  Engineers  will  con- 
sider your  overall  needs  and  a  report  of 
their  recommendations  will  be  made  to 
me.  I  can  assure  you  that  we  will  do 
whatever  we  can  within  our  regulation 


guidelines  to  assist  you  in  any  way  we 
can.  CSM  Tabor,  along  with  the  other 
people  visiting  Camp  Rocky  Bottom,  feel 
you  may  want  to  consider  a  plan  within 
each  area,  or  building  on  your  desires  for 
the  floor  plans.  This  would  assist  us  in 
finalizing  the  needs  in  providing  man- 
power, tools,  equipment,  and/or  making 
recommendations  as  to  what  may  or  may 
not  be  done. 

Please  convey  my  appreciation  and 
that  of  our  representatives  to  Mrs.  Capps 


and  your  staff  for  the  fine  reception 
received  at  Camp  Rocky  Bottpm,  and  also 
to  Suzanne,  whom  I  understand  did  a  fine 
job  in  guiding  the  helicopter  in  on  Camp 
Rocky  Bottom. 

With  best  good  wishes,  I  am 

Sincerely, 
T.  Eston  Marchant 
Major  General,  SCARNG 
The  Adjutant  General 


The  New  Generation  of  the  Blind  in  South  Carolina  — 

A  Presidential  Report 

By  Donald  C.  Capps 


(Editor's  Note:  The  following  address 
was  given  by  President  Capps  at  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  State  Convention  on  August  1, 
1981.) 

1981  marks  the  25th  anniversary  of 
our  state  organization.  Thus,  it  is  ap- 
propriate that  your  president  take  the 
lead  at  this  very  moment  in  focusing 
special  recognition  upon  a  gallant  state 
organization  of  the  blind  which  has  ren- 
dered a  quarter  of  a  century  of 
meaningful  service  to  South  Carolina's 
blind.  In  1956  the  Aurora  Club  became 
the  South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the 
Blind,  Inc.  A  dozen  years  earlier  in  1944, 
a  godly  man,  Dr.  Samuel  Miller  Lawton, 
had  founded  the  Aurora  Club  in  Spar- 
tanburg. Three  Aurora  Chapters  located 
in  Spartanburg,  Columbia  and  Charleston 
banded  together  twenty-five  years  ago 
and  gave  birth  to  a  new  statewide 
organization  of  the  blind  in  South 
Carolina.  Dr.  Lawton,  a  noted  minister, 
lecturer,  and  educator,  in  the  very  begin- 
ning, supported  by  a  small  but  committed 
membership,  relied  upon  the  highest 
Christian  ideals  and  principles  in  carrying 


out  the  purpose  of  the  small  organiza- 
tion. Thus,  the  South  Carolina  Aurora 
Club  of  the  Blind  operating  as  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  since  1976  was  built  upon  a 
solid  spiritual  foundation.  The  high 
Christian  ideals  and  ethical  principles 
espoused  by  Dr.  Lawton  have  always 
been  compatible  with  the  purposes  and 
services  embraced  by  the  NFB  of  SC. 

In  1956  South  Carolina  became  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind.  I  attended  my  first  national 
convention  in  San  Francisco  in  July  of 
1956.  The  new  state  organization  had  no 
money  and  a  bank  loan  had  to  be 
secured  in  order  for  South  Carolina  to  be 
represented  at  the  national  convention. 
Our  distinguished  national  president,  Dr. 
Kenneth  Jernigan,  who  is  with  us  today, 
was  the  first  to  greet  me  upon  my  arrival 
in  San  Francisco  25  years  ago.  In  my 
humble  judgement  this  was  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  generation  of  the  blind  in 
South  Carolina.  The  inception  of  a  new 
state  organization  of  the  blind 
strengthened,  informed,  and  encouraged 
by   a  dynamic   national   organization  of 


the  blind  which  deserves  our  full  support 
breathed  new  life  into  the  blind  of  South 
Carolina.  Where  there  was  once  utter 
dependency  and  despair  there  is  now 
hope  and  guarded  happiness. 
Strengthened  and  undergirded  by  a  new 
philosophy  of  respectibility,  we  the  blind 
of  South  Carolina  began  to  believe  in 
ourselves.  It  is  just  like  the  blind  of  South 
Carolina  having  been  born  again. 

For  the  next  25  years,  the  new 
generation  of  the  blind  were  destined  to 
revolutionize  long  established  but  an- 
tiquated state  programs  for  the  blind. 
Willingly  and  courageously,  the  blind 
took  calculated  risks.  Significant 
sacrifices  were  not  uncommon.  Many 
state  leaders  paid  a  high  personal  price 
for  changes  which  were  slow  coming  but 
undeniable.  The  new  generation  of  the 
blind  were  assertive  and  effective. 
Within  a  decade  or  by  1966,  the  year  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind  was  created, 
the  blind  were  now  in  key  positions  of 
leadership  and  were  no  longer  door- 
mats. Soon  sheltered  and  segregated 
employment  with  all  of  its  demeaning 
consequences  and  welfare-like  wages 
would  be  rejected  by  the  blind  and 
replaced  by  goals  of  meaningful  and 
competitive  vocational  opportunities 
within  the  regular  job  market. 

While  these  significant  changes  were 
occurring  in  the  1950s  and  60s  as  a 
result  of  a  courageous  struggle  by  the 
new  generation  of  the  blind,  the 
relatively  new  state  organization  ex- 
perienced tremendous  growth  in  the  70s 
which  continues  in  the  80s.  More  than  1  5 
chapters  and  divisions  have  been 
organized  during  the  past  decade. 
Tonight,  at  the  banquet,  you  will  see  fur- 
ther evidence  of  this  significant  growth. 
Also,  more  than  a  decade  ago  our 
organization  appropriately  opened  its 
membership  to  all  the  blind  of  the  state 


as  ours  is  a  movement  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  for  all  blind  South  Carolin- 
ians. Thus,  blind  South  Carolinians  in  all 
walks  of  life  must  have  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  and  contribute  to  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina.  This  membership  growth  has 
been  reflected  in  attendance  at  both  the 
state  and  national  conventions.  For 
several  years  now  the  NFB  of  SC  has 
ranked  in  the  top  five  in  attendance  at 
national  conventions  being  number  one 
in  1979  even  though  South  Carolina  is  a 
relatively  small  state.  With  our  large 
membership,  however,  we  can  and  we 
should  be  in  the  top  five  in  our  financial 
support  of  our  national  organization. 

While  tremendous  effort  was  being 
exerted  to  effect  the  changes  and  ac- 
complishments already  enumerated, 
there  was  still  enough  energy  left  to  con- 
struct a  headquarters  building  in  1961  to 
facilitate  the  work  of  the  state 
organization.  Almost  20  years  later  in 
the  scenic  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  another 
facility  has  been  erected  adding  a  new 
dimension  of  service  and  recreation  to 
the  state's  blind  consistent  with  the  goals 
and  purposes  of  our  state  constitution. 
There  will  be  more  later  in  the  con- 
vention concerning  these  facilities  of  ser- 
vice to  the  state's  blind. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  good  one. 
The  NFB  of  SC  has  done  well  in  the 
political  and  legislative  arena  and  this 
will  be  reported  on  in  considerable  detail 
later  in  the  convention. 

During  the  past  year  your  president 
has  traveled  thousands  of  miles  across 
the  state  visiting  and  strengthening  chap- 
ters. This  is  terribly  important  as  a  state 
organization  is  no  stronger  than  the 
vitality  of  its  chapters  and  divisions. 
Speaking  of  divisions,  I  am  pleased  that  a 
few  years  ago  we  had  the  insight  to 
organize  both  a  Student  Division  and 


Blind  Vendor  Division.  The  Student 
Division  has  given  us  several  energetic 
leaders.  Both  of  our  two  blind  staff  mem- 
bers are  products  of  the  student  division. 
Our  Blind  Vendor  Division  has  had  a 
significant  impact  upon  the  BEP  program 
in  this  state.  However,  as  state  president, 
I  want  to  encourage  the  leaders  of  the 
Student  Division  and  the  Blind  Vendor 
Division  to  continue  to  strengthen  your 
membership.  As  long  as  a  student  or 
blind  vendor  is  comfortable  and  having 
no  difficulty  they  may  see  little  or  no 
need  for  the  Student  Division  or  Blind 
Vendor  Division.  While  student  and  ven- 
dor affairs  seem  to  be  in  reasonably 
good  order  at  this  time,  this  situation 
could  change  especially  if  different  of- 
ficials were  placed  in  charge  of  these 
programs.  Thus,  if  you  are  a  student  or 
vendor  you  are  strongly  encouraged  to 
support  your  division  —  it's  in  your  best 
interest. 

After  five  long  years  we  have  been 
totally  successful  in  the  litigation  in- 
volving Evelyn  Hydrick  and  the  American 
Council  of  the  Blind.  In  1976  which  was 
several  years  after  the  board  of  the  old 
Association  of  the  Blind  voted  to  transfer 
$47,000  to  the  NFB  of  SC,  Evelyn  Hydrick, 
a  member  of  the  ACB,  filed  litigation 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  relieving 
the  NFB  of  SC  of  the  $47,000.  It  appeared 
to  be  an  afterthought  on  the  part  of  Mrs. 
Hydrick  who  is  believed  to  have  been 
used  by  certain  persons  in  the  Watts  Ad- 
ministration and  some  in  the  old  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Broom  Shop  who 
wanted  to  weaken  and  embarrass  the 
NFB  of  SC.  As  early  as  December  of  1 974 
during  the  Watts  Administration  of  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind  taxpayer's 
money  was  used  to  circulate  a  com- 
mission publication  known  as  'Today''  in 
which  the  NFB  of  SC  was  alleged  to 
have  committed  all  sorts  of  improprieties 


in  accepting  the  $47,000.  The  Federation 
has  seen  the  hands  of  severahbelieved  to 
be  involved  in  this  litigation  which  is  the 
reason  the  Federation  feels  Mrs.  Hydrick 
was  simply  used.  Before  the  litigation 
was  recently  concluded  in  favor  of  the 
Federation  it  had  been  necessary  for 
Mrs.  Hydrick  and  the  ACB  to  employ 
several  different  attorneys. 

The  court  held  that  the  Association's 
Board  acted  properly  and  that  the 
$47,000  was  legally  transferred  to  the 
Federation.  The  NFB  of  SC  holds  the  ACB 
responsible  for  substantial  legal  cost 
necessary  to  defend  this  spiteful  litiga- 
tion. These  legal  costs  represent  funds 
which  would  have  been  used  to  help 
blind  people.  The  ACB  also  incurred  sub- 
stantial legal  cost  in  a  losing  cause  which 
hurt  the  cause  of  the  blind.  However,  the 
NFB  of  SC  will  continue  to  have  a  strong 
financial  posture.  The  ACB  of  SC  was 
established  during  the  Watts  era. 
Federation  officials  feel  that  it  is  a 
negative  entity  and  does  not  currently 
merit  the  respect  of  the  NFB  of  SC.  It  has 
yet  to  prove  in  our  judgement,  that  it  is  a 
responsible  or  beneficial  organization. 

Relationships  in  all  life's  endeavors  are 
important.  Among  Federationists,  rela- 
tionships are  precious.  There  is  much  in- 
teraction with  Federation  leaders  having 
different  responsibilities.  To  assure  con- 
tinuing progress  in  our  great  organiza- 
tion each  of  us  must  be  willing  to  assume 
as  much  responsibility  as  we  possibly 
can.  This  will  require  a  greater  com- 
mitment of  time,  energy,  resources,  un- 
derstanding, and  love.  I  believe  that  love 
speaks  far  more  eloquently  and  ef- 
fectively than  indifference  and  apathy.  I 
believe  when  we  have  love,  we  are  far 
more  willing  to  understand,  far  more 
willing  to  forgive,  and  far  more  willing  to 
work  harder.  Let's  all  re-evaluate  our 
Federation     stewardship.     Make     no 


mistake  about  it,  our  greatest  strength 
lies  in  an  outstanding  statewide  mem- 
bership coupled  with  love. 

As  we  embark  upon  a  second  quarter 
century  of  service  to  the  state's  blind,  we 
now  dare  to  dream  where  there  was 
once  only  despair.  Unlike  pre-Federation 
days  when  the  blind  had  little  or  no  voice 


in  affairs  vitally  affecting  their  lives,  this 
is  no  longer  the  case.  The  concept  of  a 
true  partnership  without  patronage  is 
now  a  reality.  The  new  generation  of  the 
blind  seek  not  confrontation  but  insist 
upon  reasonable  accommodation.  Our 
indomitable  spirit  will  live  forever  and 
we  will  never  retreat  much  less  go  back. 
Thank  you. 


NFB  of  SC  Organizes  22nd  Chapter 


Once  again  the  Federation  family  has 
grown  to  include  a  new  member  chapter. 
On  Tuesday,  July  28,  1981,  just  three 
days  prior  to  the  State  Convention  the 
Marion  County  Chapter  became  the 
twenty-second  local  chapter  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina.  Through  the  efforts  of  the 
organizing  team  which  included  Marshall 
Tucker,  Treasurer  of  the  NFB  of  SC, 
Suzanne  Bridges,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Federation  Center,  Jerry  Whittle, 
Staff  Assistant  of  the  Federation  Center 
of  the  Blind,  and  local  resident  Gloria 
Baker,  the  blind  of  Marion  County  were 
contacted  and  invited  to  attend  the 
organizing  banquet  held  at  the  Red  Car- 
pet Restaurant. 

Twenty  persons  joined  the  new  chap- 
ter, thirteen  of  whom  were  blind  voting 
members;  and  seven  of  whom  became 
associate  members.  Pat  Smith  owner  of 


the  Red  Carpet  Restaurant  was  among 
those  who  joined  the  chapter.  Pat  at- 
tended the  S.  C.  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
the  Blind  with  Donald  C.  Capps,  Marshall 
Tucker,  James  Sims  and  others,  and  thus, 
the  banquet  offered  quite  a  reunion. 
Visitors  included  Dr.  Mason  of  the  local 
Lions,  and  local  radio  personality  Jay 
Johnson.  Also  on  hand  was  Mrs.  Loretta 
Collins,  Donald  Capps'  sister,  who 
graciously  opened  her  home  along  with 
her  brother-in-law,  Don  Collins  to  the 
organizing  team  during  their  three-day 
stay. 

Officers  of  the  new  Marion  County 
Chapter  which  received  its  charter  at  the 
State  Convention  are:  President,  Gloria 
Baker,  Vice  President,  Pat  Smith, 
Secretary,  Miriam  Richardson,  Treasurer, 
Ray  Marsh  and  Social  Director,  Alberta 
Brown.  We  most  heartfully  welcome  this 
new  chapter  into  the  Federation. 


Commissioner  Bowles  Receives  Distinguished  Service  Award 

At  the  25th  Annual  Convention 
Banquet  of  the  NFB  of  SC,  Commissioner 
Maxine  R.  Bowles  was  presented  the 
prestigious  Distinguished  Service  Award. 
This  is  the  highest  recognition  accorded 
to  a  sighted  person  by  the  NFB  of  SC,  and 
it  is  given  with  great  selectivity.  In 
presenting     this     prestigious     award,  UUbL^ 


President  Capps  cited  Commissioner 
Bowles  fifteen  years  of  dedicated  and  un- 
selfish service  to  South  Carolina's  blind. 
The  audience  of  300  persons  was  told  by 
President  Capps  that  Commissioner 
Bowles,  having  been  with  the  South 
Carolina  Commission  for  the  Blind  since 
its  inception  in  1966,  is  completely  in 
tune  with  the  goals  and  philosophy  of  the 
NFB  of  SC.  She  was  praised  for  her  un- 
swerving support  of  wholesome  and 
progressive  programs  offered  by  the 
South  Carolina  Commission  for  the  Blind 
of    which     she     has     served     as     Com- 


missioner and  Chief  Executive  Officer 
since  February,  1978.  President  Capps 
told  the  large  gathering  that  Com- 
missioner Bowles  who  possesses 
qualities  of  great  understanding  and  sen- 
sitivity is  simply  incapable  of  being  in- 
considerate or  discourteous  to  any  blind 
person.  The  NFB  of  SC  takes  great  pride 
in  having  presented  the  1981 
Distinguished  Service  Award  to  Com- 
missioner Maxine  R.  Bowles  with  sincere 
congratulations  and  best  wishes  from  all 
South  Carolina's  blind  for  a  job  well 
done. 


Commissioner  Bowies  Responds 


Dear  Don: 

I  find  no  words  that  will  adequately  or 
can  justly  describe  my  gratefulness  for 
having  been  so  highly  honored  on  Satur- 
day evening  by  being  named  the 
recipient  of  the  Distinguished  Service 
Award  by  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina.  Being  of  service 
to  the  blind  of  our  State  is  not  only  my 
charge,  but  perhaps,  more  importantly, 
my  desire.  We  have  come  a  long  way  in 
our  joint  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  blind, 
but  we  have  so  much  further  to  go. 

The  award  that  was  presented  me  is 
one  that  I  shall  cherish  and  treasure 
throughout  my  life,  and  it  already  hangs 
in  a  prominent  place  in  our  home.  My 
husband,  Joe,  shares  my  gratitude  to  you 
and  your  Board  for  awarding  me  this  out- 
standing recognition.  The  presentation 


was  extremely  meaningful,  not  only 
because  of  your  kind  and  deeply  ap- 
preciated remarks,  but  also  because  it 
was  made  by  you  who,  in  my  opinion,  are 
a  stalwart  and  true  example  of  a  leader 
and  a  gentleman  who  consistently  places 
the  concern  and  well-being  for  others 
above  any  of  your  own  personal  pursuits 
or  pleasures. 

I  shall  continue  to  work  toward  being 
of  service  as  we  labor  together  in  our  ef- 
forts to  generate  opportunities  for  blind 
citizens  of  our  State  and  educate,  or  bet- 
ter educate,  the  general  public  about 
blindness. 

Most  gratefully, 

Mrs.  Maxine  R.  Bowles 

Commissioner 


Senator  Thurmond  Places  Dr.  Jernigan's  Capitol  Steps  Speech 

In  the  Congressional  Record 


"Mr.  President,  today,  I  rise  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  my  colleagues  the  very 
real  problems  which  blind  persons  face 
as  they  struggle  for  independence  and 
first-class  status  in  our  country.  Almost 
one-half  million  of  our  citizens  are  blind, 
and  they  are  ably  represented  by  their 


own  national  organization,  the  Nanonal 
Federation  of  the  Blind. 

Throughout  my  service  in  Congress,  it 
has  been  my  privilege  and  honor  to  work 
closely  with  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind  and  particularly,  with  the  out- 
standing  leaders  of  the  blind   in   South 


Carolina,  among  them,  the  first  vice- 
president  of  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind,  Donald  C.  Capps  of  Columbia. 

As  I  have  worked  with  these  people,  I 
have  learned  that  one  of  the  primary 
problems  the  blind  face  is  one  of  public 
attitudes  and  lack  of  social  acceptance. 
Blindness  is  often  perceived  by  many  as 
a  tragedy;  yet,  I  know  from  my 
associations  with  the  leaders  of  the 
Federation  that  blindness  need  not 
become  the  disaster  it  is  often  thought  to 
be.  The  key  factors  are  proper  training 
and  a  fair  opportunity  to  compete. 

This,  Mr.  President,  leads  me  to  ex- 
press my  concerns  on  behalf  of  the  blind 
of  our  Nation.  Over  the  years  we  have 
passed  many  laws  which  we  thought 
would  extend  benefits,  services,  and  op- 
portunities to  the  blind,  but,  Mr. 
President,  we  are  now  learning  that 
promises  sometimes  have  not  been 
fulfilled.  There  may  be  many  reasons  for 


this,  and  although  I  do  not  have  all  of  the 
answers,  I  do  know  that  more  money  and 
more  programs  do  not  necessarily 
translate  into  better  lives  for  our  citizens. 
This  is  the  message  I  have  heard  from 
the  blind  today. 

Mr.  President,  the  National  Federation 
of  the  Blind  is  currently  in  the  midst  of  its 
41st  annual  convention,  and  I  was 
honored  to  speak  at  their  rally  today  out- 
side the  Capitol.  At  that  rally,  Dr.  Ken- 
neth Jernigan,  president  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind,  spoke  forcefully 
of  the  concerns  of  the  blind  in  this  coun- 
try. Dr.  Jernigan  is  an  eloquent  and  ar- 
ticulate spokesman  on  behalf  of  blind 
Americans,  and  I  urge  all  of  my 
colleagues  in  the  Senate  to  consider  his 
thought-provoking  message.  In  order 
that  each  may  do  this,  Mr.  President,  I 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  have  the  text 
of  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Jernigan  printed  in 
the  Record." 


Eighty-Two  South  Carolinians  Attend  National  Convention 


Eighty-Two  South  Carolinians  across 
the  state  attended  the  41st  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  in  Baltimore  the  week  of  July  4th. 
The  large  delegation  again  placed  the 
South  Carolina  affiliate  within  the  top 
five  in  attendance  ranking  number  three 
as  it  did  in  1980  at  the  Minneapolis  Con- 
vention. South  Carolinians  will  remem- 
ber that  the  NFB  of  SC  was  number  one  in 
attendance  in  1979  at  the  National  Con- 
vention in  Miami.  This  year,  South 
Carolina  missed  the  number  two  position 
by  only  a  half  dozen  delegates  with 
Pennsylvania  having  some  eighty-eight 
delegates.  The  host  state  Maryland  of 
course  had  the  most  delegates  with  ap- 
proximately 200  in  attendance. 

The    1981    NFB    Convention    will    be 


remembered  primarily  for  the  Wash- 
ington Rally  on  the  steps  and  grounds 
of  the  nations  Capitol.  Upwards  of 
2000  Federationists  braved  the  one  hun- 
dred degree  heat  as  our  distinquished 
President,  Dr.  Kenneth  Jernigan,  gave  a 
stirring  address  as  many  senators  and 
congressmen  looked  on  and  were  caught 
up  in  the  drama  of  the  historical  oc- 
casion. Vice-President  George  Bush  ad- 
dressed the  tremendous  gathering 
following  Dr.  Jernigan's  stirring  message 
which  was  directed  at  the  heart  of  the 
problems  of  the  nation's  blind.  South 
Carolina's  senior  Senator,  Honorable  J. 
Strom  Thurmond,  who  was  introduced  by 
First  Vice  President,  Donald  C.  Capps, 
also  addressed  the  rally. 
(Editor's  Note:  See  the  September 
Monitor   for   Dr.   Jernigan's   Washington 


speech    and    other    national    convention 
speeches.) 

The  1981  NFB  Convention  was  replete 
with     valuable     information     vitally     af- 


fecting the  lives  of  blind  persons.  The 
tour  of  our  National  Center  for  the  Blind 
in  Baltimore,  headquarters  for  the  NFB, 
was  also  a  highlight  of  the  convention. 


Plans  for  1982  National  Convention  in  Minneapolis 

Already  Shaping  Up 


The  1982  Convention  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  will  be  held  in 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  at  the  Leaming- 
ton Hotel.  The  dates  of  the  1982  con- 
vention are  Sunday,  July  4th  through 
Friday,  July  9th.  Thus,  South  Carolinians 
will  want  to  be  sure  and  reserve  this  par- 
ticular week.  By  giving  advance  notice  of 
the  dates  of  the  1982  convention  -  July 
4th  -  July  9th  -  this  will  enable  more  of  us 
to  make  our  plans  early  and  complete 
our  work  arrangements.  The  Leamington 


Hotel  is  an  excellent  facility  and  South 
Carolinians  will  remember  that  the  1980 
convention  was  held  at  this  fine  con- 
vention complex.  Minneapolis  is  a 
beautiful  city  and  we  must  continue  to  be 
in  the  top  five  in  attendance.  The  1983 
convention  will  be  held  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri  at  the  Radisson  Muehlebach 
Hotel  and  the  exact  dates  will  be  an- 
nounced later.  See  you  in  Minneapolis  in 
July  of  1982. 


Honorable  Earle  E.  Morris  Elected 
Chairman  of  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  Advisory  Board 


A  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Rocky  Bot- 
tom Camp  of  the  Blind  Advisory  Board 
was  held  at  Osterneck  Cottage  on  May 
29,  1981  during  which  time  Honorable 
Earle  E.  Morris,  Comptroller  General, 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  distin- 
guished group.  Other  officers  include 
vice  chairman,  Mrs.  Betty  Lou  Harris  of 
Liberty,  and  recording  secretary,  Mrs. 
Jackie  Kemble  of  Greenville.  The  Bylaws 
of  the  Advisory  Board  describe  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Board  as  follows.  "To  assist 
and  participate  in  the  overall  develop- 
ment of  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the 
Blind,  and  to  advise  the  leadership  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  in  areas  pertaining  to  the  plan- 
ning, development  and  operation  of  the 
Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind." 

The  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind 


Advisory  Board  is  comprised  of  the 
following  persons:  Honorable  Earle  E. 
Morris,  Comptroller  General  of  South 
Carolina;  Rev.  Jack  Causey,  Pendleton 
Street  Baptist  Church,  Greenville;  Mr. 
Paul  H.  Clifton,  Jr.,  Vice  President, 
Colonial  Life  and  Accident  Insurance 
Company,  Columbia;  Mrs.  Betty  Lou 
Harris,  Chairman,  Pickens  County  Cam- 
paign, Liberty;  Mrs.  Jacqueline  Kemble, 
WFBC  Television,  Greenville;  Professor 
Peter  R.  Lee,  Clemson  University,  Clem- 
son;  Mr.  Robert  C.  Martin,  Inman  Mills,  In- 
man;  Dr.  Boyce  G.  Tollison,  The  Medical 
Center,  P. A.,  Easley;  and  Honorable 
Brantley  Harvey,  Former  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  South  Carolina. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Advisory 
Board  is  scheduled  in  the  fall  at  which 
time  there  will  be  an  implementation  of 
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some  of  the  preliminary  planning  which 
occurred  at  the  first  meeting  on  May  29, 
1981.  The  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina  is  proud  and  for- 
tunate in  having  such  an  array  of 
prominent  men  and  women  giving  of 
their  time  and  talents  in  working  hand  in 
hand  with  the  blind  of  the  state  in  the 
development  of  the  Rocky  Bottom 
project,  a  ministry  of  love  and  service  to 
the  state's  blind. 

Mrs.  Betty  McWhorter  To  Head 
Richland-Lexington  Campaign 

Betty  McWhorter  has  been  named  to 
head    the    1981-82    Richland-Lexington 


Campaign  Drive  for  Rocky  Bottom  Camp 
of  the  Blind.  She  replaces  Mrs.  L.  P. 
Armstrong  who  had  rendered  outstand- 
ing service  as  Chairman  for  the 
preceding  year. 

McWhorter,  a  member  of  the  Advisors 
for  the  Rocky  Bottom  Camp,  is  a  graduate 
of  Columbia  College  and  is  employed  in 
personnel  by  the  Farm  Credit  Banks  of 
Columbia.  A  member  of  the  Board  of  the 
Greater  Columbia  Community  Relations 
Council,  she  is  listed  in  "Outstanding 
Young  Women  of  America  for  1 979.'' 

Mrs.  McWhorter's  talents  will  assure 
us  of  reaching  our  goal  of  providing  a 
recreational  camp  for  blind  families  of 
South  Carolina. 


"And  Justice  For  All..." 


(Editor's  Note:  The  following  con- 
densed report  was  given  by  Donald  C. 
Capps  at  the  recent  state  convention  of 
theNFBof  SC) 

One  nation,  under  God,  indivisible, 
with  liberty  and  justice  for  all. 
Throughout  our  lifetimes  we  have 
pledged  allegiance  to  the  flag  ending  up 
by  saying  "and  justice  for  all."  I  believe 
that  it  means  just  that  "and  justice  for 
all,"  not  just  for  white  Americans,  not 
just  for  black  Americans,  not  just  for 
sighted  Americans,  but  also  for  our  blind 
Americans.  With  that  as  a  premise,  I 
want  to  talk  about  the  jury  bill  and  other 
related  matters.  I  think  you  realize  that 
the  Federation  is  not  made  up 
necessarily  of  politicians,  but  it  is 
political.  Many  of  our  programs  of 
rehabilitation  and  other  services  are  suc- 
cessful or  not  successful,  depending  upon 
how  much  political  clout  we  have  in  the 
legislature  of  our  states  and  in  Congress. 
Thus,  we  are  political,  but  not  necessarily 


politicians.  Also,  it  is  necessary  to  be 
political  in  order  to  effect  changes  in 
leadership  and  to  secure  the  right  kinds 
of  people  for  offices  and  boards. 

This  year,  we  have  had  a  good  degree 
of  political  and  legislative  success.  Not 
one  hundred  percent,  but  in  the  political 
and  legislative  arena  there  are  so  many 
uncertainties,  so  many  risks,  so  many 
people  involved,  that  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible to  predict  exactly  what  the  out- 
come on  a  particular  piece  of  legislation 
or  an  appointment  on  a  board  will  be 
which  vitally  affects  blind  people.  Last 
year  our  state  convention  adopted  a 
resolution  providing  for  the  expansion  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  S.  C. 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind.  Some 
of  my  colleagues  said,  "My  goodness, 
that  hasn't  been  the  case  in  140  years; 
why  do  you  think  it  will  be  now?"  I  said, 
"It  doesn't  matter  about  the  last  140 
years;  this  is  1980  and  there  needs  to  be 
a  blind  person  on  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of   the   S.   C.   School   for  the 
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Deaf  and  the  Blind.''  The  new  leadership 
of  the  S.  C.  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the 
Blind  felt  the  same  way  we  did  because  it 
is  a  part  of  the  new  generation.  Times 
are  changing  and  changes  are  not 
always  bad.  Thus,  we  worked  with  the 
president  and  other  officials,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  the  School,  and  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  in  drafting 
legislation  providing  for  at  least  one 
blind  person  to  be  on  the  Board  of  the 
School  for  the  Blind.  We  sponsored  and 
supported  that  legislation  which  became 
law  and  was  signed  by  the  Governor  a 
few  weeks  ago.  I  was  not  a  candidate  for 
the  Board  position  nor  did  I  seek  the 
position.  But,  when  Governor  Riley  called 
me  a  few  weeks  ago  and  asked  me  if  I 
would  serve  for  him  as  a  Commissioner 
on  that  Board,  I  said  without  hesitation, 
"Governor,  I'll  serve  where  ever  you 
want  me  to  in  programs  for  the  blind.''  I 
believe  that  whenever  we  have  any  par- 
ticular service,  gift,  talent,  background, 
or  experience,  that  we  ought  to  share 
that  experience  or  gift  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  of  blind  South  Carolinians 
and  blind  Americans.  Thus,  I  accepted 
this  position. 

I  attended  my  first  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  School 
Thursday  afternoon,  July  30,  1981.  I 
learned  a  lot  and  I  have  several  op- 
portunities to  help  with  many  of  the 
problems  related  to  the  School.  The 
School  has  a  long  and  rich  heritage,  but  it 
is  affected  just  as  other  institutions  are 
by  the  signs  of  the  times  in  our  con- 
temporary society.  I  pledge  to  you 
without  sacrificing  any  of  my  per- 
formance as  president  of  this  state 
organization,  or  as  vice  president  of  the 
national  organization,  that  I  will  do  what 
I  can  in  harmony  with  other  Board  mem- 
bers to  solve  the  many  problems  con- 
fronting the  State  School  for  the  Blind. 

The  NFB  of  SC  has  a  good  track  record 


in  serving  on  state  Boards  in  fifteen 
years.  There  has  never  been  but  one 
blind  person  in  this  state,  Richard  Steel, 
who  served  on  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  S.  C.  Commission  for 
the  Blind,  who  was  not  at  one  time  or 
another  a  member  of  the  Federation. 
That  will  give  you  some  idea  as  to 
whether  or  not  this  organization  has 
stature,  influence  and  some  political 
know-how.  This  year  Earlene  Gardner's 
board  position  was  to  expire.  It  was  my 
understanding  that  the  Governor  had 
made  a  commitment  to  name  someone 
else  to  her  position.  But  through  hard 
work  and  contacts  by  the  NFB  of  SC  and 
others  (including  Earlene  Gardner  her- 
self) who  lobbied  at  the  State  House, 
wrote  letters  and  held  conferences  with 
the  Governor,  the  Governor  changed  his 
mind  reappointing  Earlene  Gardner  to 
the  Board.  Board  positions  are  very  sen- 
sitive and  responsible  positions  and 
ought  not  to  be  taken  lightly.  As  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
the  School  and  the  S.  C.  Commission  for 
the  Blind,  we  ought  to  be  in  tune  with 
and  in  constant  consultation  with  our 
fellow  blind.  The  Federation  is  a 
movement  of  the  people  and  a 
democratic  organization  with  each  con- 
tributing in  his  or  her  way.  I  believe 
wholeheartedly  in  that  concept. 

The  United  Way  was  in  a  real  fight 
with  the  legislature  this  year  because 
there  was  a  movement  under  way  to 
prevent  state  employees  from  being  per- 
mitted to  have  deductions  made  from 
their  salary  as  contributions  to  the  United 
Way.  The  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind 
in  Columbia  is  a  United  Way  agency, 
depending  upon  $40,000  a  year.  It  was  in 
jeopardy.  We  worked  with  the 
legislature,  and  a  law  was  passed  with 
the  support  of  the  NFB  of  SC  and  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  allowing 
payroll  deductions. 
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Two  years  ago  our  second  vice 
president,  with  a  great  deal  of  courage 
and  indignation  at  the  time,  simply  told  a 
judge  in  Charleston  "I  was  summoned  to 
jury  duty  and  I  want  to  serve  on  the  jury. 
It  doesn't  matter  that  I  am  blind;  I  am 
here  and  I  am  ready  to  serve."  She  was 
denied  an  opportunity  to  serve.  In  late 
1979  we  introduced  the  jury  bill.  It  was 
too  late  for  any  meaningful  action  in 
1979  and  it  was  introduced  again  last 
year.  We  lost  the  jury  bill  in  the  last  days 
of  the  legislature  in  1980  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  less  than  six  votes.  I 
believe  that  if  I  had  worked  a  little  bit 
harder,  had  more  Federationists 
statewide  worked  a  little  harder,  we 
could  have  gotten  those  six  votes  and 
there  would  have  been  no  question 
about  the  right  of  a  blind  person  to  serve 
on  a  jury  if  he  wanted  to.  He  would  not 
have  been  systematically  and  summarily 
dismissed  and  disqualified  for  jury  ser- 
vice. We  had  a  seminar  in  December  on 
the  jury  bill.  We  developed  brochures, 
had  mock  sessions  involving  interviews 
with  senators  and  house  members,  and 
we  did  our  homework  well.  But  for  one 
influential  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  one  Honorable  Robert 
Sheheen,  representative  from  Kershaw 
County,  the  jury  bill  would  have  been  law 
this  year.  This  year  the  jury  bill  passed 
the  powerful  Senate  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, chaired  by  Senator  Marion 
Gressette,  and  subsequently  passed  the 
Senate.  Then  it  went  to  the  House  where 
the  House  Judiciary  Committee,  chaired 
by  Representative  Robert  Sheheen, 
placed  an  amendment  on  the  Senate- 
passed  bill  that  would  completely  gut  the 
bill  and  make  it  totally  unacceptable  to 
the  NFB  of  SC.  It  went  to  the  House  floor 
and  ultimately  went  to  a  Senate-House 
Conference  Committee.  We  politicked 
and  the  people  on  the  House  and  Senate 
Conference    Committee,     agreed     to 


everything  we  wanted  in  the  bill.  It  came 
back  out  and  once  again  the  House  con- 
sidered the  Conference  bill.  But  for  one 
Robert  Sheheen  it  would  have  become 
law.  He  once  again  persuaded  the  House 
not  to  accept  the  Conference  bill  which 
was  just  like  we  wanted,  and  it  was 
referred  back  to  the  Conference  Com- 
mittee. In  the  waning  days  of  the 
legislature,  once  again  the  Senate-House 
Conference  Committee  reported  the  bill 
back  out  like  we  wanted  it.  Once  again 
Rep.  Robert  Sheheen  took  the  floor  and 
the  Conference  Committee's  report  was 
rejected  by  a  48  to  39  vote.  Had  five 
members  joined  the  39  who  voted  with 
us,  it  would  have  become  law  by  a  44  to 
43  vote.  We  lost  again  by  five  votes  sim- 
ply because  of  one  articulate,  powerful 
judiciary  committee  chairman. 

Now  what  do  we  do?  We  do  this.  If  we 
can't  persuade  Rep.  Sheheen  to  see  it  our 
way  (and  I  don't  think  we  can  now),  we 
simply  go  out  and  get  the  most  votes.  We 
are  going  to  do  that.  We  have  many  op- 
portunities between  now  and  next  year 
to  educate  everyone  about  our  position. 

We  simply  will  never  retreat  on  any 
judicial  matter,  civil  rights  issue  or 
citizenship  gap. 

Finally,  a  lot  of  people  worked  hard  at 
the  state  house  this  year  trying  to 
educate  people.  And  we  did.  We  had 
great  success  in  the  Senate  and  con- 
siderable success  in  the  House.  I  can't 
recognize  all  of  you  at  this  time  but  I  do 
appreciate  those  throughout  the  state 
who  made  contacts.  It  helped  a  great 
deal.  You  see,  it's  not  that  the  48  who 
voted  against  us  hate  us;  they  just  don't 
believe  that  we  are  competent  to  serve 
on  the  jury.  Also,  many  of  them  are 
lawyers  and  they  are  perhaps  more  con- 
cerned in  what  they  would  regard  as  an 
ideal  juror;  whereas,  we  believe  that  a 
jury  should  be  made  up  of  a  cross  section 
of  our  society  which  includes  the  blind. 
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We  must  all  work  together  in  the  forth-         portant  right  of  citizenship  for  our  fellow 
coming   year   to   ensure   the   success   of         blind, 
our   hard   efforts   to   pass   this  very   im- 

1981  NFB  of  SC  Convention  Resolutions 


The  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed by  the  1981  convention  of  the  NFB  of 
SC.  The  chairman  thanks  the  members  of 
the  Resolutions  Committee  which  in- 
cluded Sarah  Slough,  Earlene  Gardner, 
Gloria  Bowers,  Jerry  Whittle,  Fred  Arm- 
field,  Tootsie  Gatlin,  Libby  Thrailkill, 
LaVett  Jeffcoat,  Jeff  Scales,  Joe  Stribling, 
Mike  Keasler;  and  our  appreciation  goes 
out  to  Jim  Mitchell  from  Michigan  for  his 
valuable  input  and  assistance  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

81-01 

WHEREAS,  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind  recognizes  the  vital  importance 
of  meaningful  employment  opportunities 
for  the  blind  as  a  vehicle  toward  first- 
class  citizenship  and  a  full  quality  of  life; 
and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  the  policy  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  to  work 
with  and  encourage  those  organizations, 
companies,  industries,  etc.  which  have  a 
positive  effect  upon  the  lives  of  the  blind; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Seibels  Bruce  and  Company 
has  assumed  a  leadership  role  in 
promoting  positive  attitudes  toward  em- 
ployment of  the  blind  by  employing 
qualified  blind  persons  in  meaningful 
positions,  NOW,  THEREFORE, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
in  convention  assembled  this  2nd  day  of 
August  1981  in  the  city  of  Clinton,  South 
Carolina  that  this  organization 
recognizes  and  applauds  the  pioneering 
efforts  of  Seibels  Bruce  and  Company, 
and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 


Carolina  will  continue  to  work 
cooperatively  with  Seibels  Bruce  and 
Company  and  other  employers  in  iden- 
tifying new  employment  opportunities 
for  qualified  blind  persons  in  our  con- 
tinuing effort  to  advance  the  status  and 
participation  of  the  blind  in  our  society. 

81-02 

WHEREAS,  the  1978  'Right  to  Work" 
law  exempts  only  those  technical 
education  institutions  which  did  not  have 
existing  South  Carolina  Commission  for 
the  Blind  sponsored  vending  facilities  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law;  and 

WHEREAS,  several  vending  locations  at 
Technical  Education  Institutions  have 
been  jeapordized  or  lost  because  of 
faulty  interpretation  of  the  "Right  to 
Work"  law  and  its  intent  as  determined 
by  independent  legal  research;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  recent  1981  decision  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  by  7th 
Judicial  Circuit  Judge,  James  B.  Stephen 
regarding  Spartanburg  Tech  contributes 
to  this  alarming  trend  of  misin- 
terpretation and  misunderstanding  of  the 
law,  NOW,  THEREFORE, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
in  convention  assembled  this  2nd  day  of 
August  1981  in  the  city  of  Clinton,  South 
Carolina  that  this  organization  take  any 
and  all  actions  deemed  necessary  to 
protect  the  legal  rights  of  blind  vendors 
in  Technical  Education  Institutions  which 
existed  when  the  1978  'Right  to  Work" 
law  was  passed. 

81-03 

WHEREAS,  the  ability  to  communicate 
effectively   with    others    and    to   travel 
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freely  and  independently  throughout 
society  are  vital  skills  necessary  to  par- 
ticipate fully  in  that  society,  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  the  letter  and  intent  of 
Federal  and  State  Law  that  legally  blind 
citizens  be  provided  with  the  alternative 
techniques  required  to  carry  out  those 
activities,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  South  Carolina  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  is  the  agency 
charged  with  the  responsibility  to 
provide  legally  blind  South  Carolinians 
with  the  services  required  to  develop 
alternative  techniques,  such  as,  the  use 
of  braille  and  proper  mobility  skills  using 
the  white  cane,  and 

WHEREAS,  it  has  been  the  policy  and 
practice  of  some  South  Carolina  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  counselors  and  staff 
to  deny  these  services  to  legally  blind 
persons  because  they  have  "too  much 
sight,"  even  when  the  blind  person  has 
specifically  requested  these  services, 
and 

WHEREAS,  individually  written 
rehabilitation  plans  must  be  mutually 
determined  with  total  input  from  blind 
clients  regarding  specific  individual 
needs  or  service,  NOW  THEREFORE, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
in  convention  assembled  this  2nd  day  of 
August  1981  in  the  city  of  Clinton,  South 
Carolina  that  this  organization  vehe- 
mently opposes  the  practice  of  denying 
braille,  mobility,  and  other  training  to 
those  blind  persons  who  need  and  want 
these  services,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  this 
organization  request  the  South  Carolina 
Commission  for  the  Blind  Board  to  for- 
mulate policy  and  take  all  neccessary 
measures  to  ensure  that  blind  South 
Carolinians    receive    needed    services 


which  will  improve  and  increase  total  in- 
dependence  and    participation   of   blind 
persons  in  society. 
81-04 

WHEREAS,  federal  and  state  law  man- 
dates ethical  standards  and  conduct 
regarding  the  release  of  identifying  in- 
formation about  clients  receiving  ser- 
vices from  state  and  federal  agencies, 
and 

WHEREAS,  the  S.  C.  Commission  for  the 
Blind  was  recently  requested  by  the  State 
Reorganization  Commission  to  release 
such  identifying  information  concerning 
clients  in  a  specified  geographical  region 
for  purposes  of  statistical  research  con- 
cerning duplication  and  delivery  of  ser- 
vices, and 

WHEREAS,  pressure  and  threat  of  legal 
action  recently  coerced  the  Board  of  the 
South  Carolina  Commission  for  the  Blind 
to  authorize  the  release  of  identifying  in- 
formation about  clients  to  the  State 
Reorganization  Commission,  NOW, 
THEREFORE, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
in  convention  assembled  this  2nd  day  of 
August,  1981  in  the  city  of  Clinton,  South 
Carolina  that  this  organization  believes 
that  legislative  or  judicial  mandate  is  the 
only  legitimate  pre-requisite  for  release 
of  information  concerning  clients  of  the 
South  Carolina  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  release 
of  information  by  the  South  Carolina 
Commission  for  the  Blind  should  only  be 
authorized  in  situations  where  such  in- 
formation will  unquestionably  lead  to  im- 
proved services  and  better  lives  for  blind 
South  Carolinians. 

81-05 

WHEREAS,  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind  has  been  the  most  productive 
and  influential  force  in  the  lives  of  blind 
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Americans,  and  therefore  all  Americans 
for  the  past  forty-one  years,  and 

WHEREAS,  our  organized  blind  move- 
ment represents  the  collective  efforts  of 
blind  persons  from  throughout  this  coun- 
try, and 

WHEREAS,  South  Carolinians  have  con- 
tributed to  this  vital  national  movement 
through  the  efforts  of  individuals  such  as 
Donald  C.  Capps,  our  first  vice  president 
of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
and  through  attendance  at  national  con- 
ventions, and  other  activities,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  has  supported 
our  movement  financially  as  well  as 
spiritually,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  recognizes 
the  growing  need  for  financial  resources 
to  maintain  our  tradition  of  service  and 
leadership  to  the  nation's  blind,  NOW, 
THEREFORE, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
in  convention  assembled  this  2nd  day  of 
August,  1981  in  the  city  of  Clinton,  South 
Carolina  that  we  the  members  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  pledge  to  increase  our  financial 
support  in  the  forthcoming  years  through 
existing  programs  such  as  PAC,  the 
Associates  program  and  through  all 
other  possible  means,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  take  a  leadership  role  among 
other  state  affiliates  in  this  crucial  en- 
deavor. 
81-06 

WHEREAS,  Dr.  Charles  Vander  Kolk, 
Coordinator  of  Rehabilitation  Services 


Training  in  the  Department  of  Education 
at  the  University  of  South  Carojina  is  sub- 
mitting a  proposal  to  establish  and  locate 
a  federally  funded  National  Research 
and  Training  Center  on  Blindness  in 
South  Carolina,  and 

WHEREAS,  Dr.  Vander  Kolk  has  ac- 
tively sought  the  input  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
and  incorporated  the  views  and  ideas  of 
the  organized  blind  movement  in  this 
state,  and 

WHEREAS,  collective  support  and  com- 
mitments exist  from  agencies  and 
organizations  working  with  the  blind, 
such  as  the  South  Carolina  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  Federation  Center  of  the 
Blind,  Lions  Clubs,  and  others  for  the 
creation  of  a  Research  and  Training  Cen- 
ter in  South  Carolina,  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  the  policy  of  this 
organization  to  support  those  agencies 
and  organizations  who  work  with  the 
blind  which  have  a  positive  effect  upon 
the  lives  of  the  blind,  NOW,  THEREFORE, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
in  convention  assembled  this  2nd  day  of 
August,  1981  in  the  city  of  Clinton,  South 
Carolina  go  on  record  in  total  support  of 
Dr.  Vander  Kolk  and  his  efforts  to  locate 
the  National  Research  and  Training  Cen- 
ter on  Blindness  in  this  state,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  this 
organization  will  work  cooperatively 
with  this  effort  providing  that  our  con- 
tinuing input  is  sought  and  incorporated 
in  the  total  project,  and  that  the 
programs  of  the  Research  and  Training 
Center  are  in  keeping  with  our  own 
philosophies  concerning  blindness. 
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Flashback 


(Editor's  Note:  It  seems  appropriate 
that  in  observance  of  the  25th  an- 
niversary of  our  state  organization,  this 
"Flashback''  features  our  first  annual 
state  convention  which  will  cause  many 
of  us  Federationists  to  reminisce.) 


Convention  Bulletin 

To  all  members  of  the  South  Carolina 
Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind,  Inc.  and  other 
blind  persons  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina. 

IMPORTANT:  Please  read  carefully. 
The  annual  convention  of  the  South 
Carolina  Aurora  Club,  Inc.,  one  of  the  43 
state  affiliates  of  the  National  Federation 
of  the  Blind,  will  be  held  in  historical 
Charleston  on  Saturday,  April  27,  and 
Sunday,  April  28,  at  the  beautiful  Fort 
Sumter  Hotel.  No  city  in  the  United  States 
possesses  a  greater  historical  signifi- 
cance and  culture  than  the  city  of 
Charleston.  It  is  the  second  oldest  city  in 
the  United  States,  and  at  one  time  it  was 
the  largest  city  in  this  country.  This  is 
where  on  April  12,  1 861 ,  a  Citadel  cadet 
fired  the  first  shot  beginning  the  Civil 
War.  Charleston  with  all  its  grandeur  is 
the  home  of  the  oldest  museum  in  the 
United  States,  and  thousands  from  all 
over  the  world  yearly  visit  nearby 
Cypress,  Magnolia  and  Middleton  Gar- 
dens.  These   are   only   a   few   historical 


points  of  interest  in  Charleston,  and  cer- 
tainly it  is  an  ideal  convention  city. 

This  bulletin  is  being  forwarded  to  you 
several  weeks  prior  to  the  convention  so 
that  each  of  you  may  make  your  plans  ac- 
cordingly. Members  from  the  Columbia 
and  Spartanburg  Chapters  will,  of  course, 
have  to  make  arrangements  for  Saturday 
night  lodging,  and  those  of  you  desiring 
to  stay  at  the  Fort  Sumter  Hotel  should 
write  for  reservations  direct  as  soon  as 
possible  explaining  that  you  will  be  at- 
tending the  convention  of  the  South 
Carolina  Aurora  Club.  Please  be  sure  to 
do  this  at  least  one  week  in  advance  of 
the  convention.  Rates  are  $5.50  for 
singles,  $8.00  for  doubles,  and  $9.00  for 
three  in  a  room.  There  are  perhaps 
groups  of  two  or  three  who  would  like  to 
reserve  a  room  together  which  would 
reduce  the  expense.  For  instance,  three 
male  members  could  reserve  one  room 
for  $9.00  or  three  each.  There  will  also 
be  accommodations  at  the  YWCA  and 
YMCA.  If  you  desire  to  take  advantage  of 
these  accommodations  which  will  cost 
$2.50  or  $2.75  each,  the  ladies  should 
get  in  touch  with  Mildred  Yon,  ad- 
dressing your  correspondence  to  her  at 
the  YWCA  and  male  members  should 
contact  Coleman  Moore  at  the  YMCA. 
Many  of  you,  of  course,  have  friends  or 
relatives  in  or  near  Charleston  who 
would  be  glad  to  accommodate  you  for 
the  night. 


Despite  Severe  Visual  Handicap 
Local  Man  Journeys  to  Malaysia 


From  the  Index  Journal 


The  year  1981  will  always  hold  a 
special  meaning  for  Tommy  McNeill  of 
West  Cambridge  Avenue.  Not  only  was  it 
declared    the    International    Year    for 


Disabled  Persons  by  the  United  Nations, 
it  was  also  the  year  he  traveled  to 
Malaysia  —  no  small  feat  for  a  severely 
visually  handicapped  person. 
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When  he  decided  to  visit  Malaysia 
earlier  in  the  year,  where  his  sister  and 
her  husband,  an  Exxon  employee,  were 
living,  McNeill  first  had  to  solve  the  task 
of  finding  a  companion  to  accompany 
him  on  his  two-week  trip.  He  first  con- 
tacted his  friend  Bob  Somogyi,  manager 
of  the  Educational  Radio  for  the  Blind  in 
Columbia.  Somogyi  agreed  to  be  on  the 
alert  for  someone  to  accompany  him,  but 
called  back  later  to  ask  if  he  would  foot 
the  bill.  With  that,  preparations  for  their 
April  29  departure  began. 

McNeill  had  become  familiar  with  the 
customs  and  background  of  the 
Malaysian  people  through  a  correspon- 
dence with  Eddy  Chung,  a  visually  handi- 
capped masseur.  McNeill's  sister, 
Marilyn,  frequented  a  beauty  parlor  in 
the  capital  city,  Kuala  Lumpur,  and  came 
to  know  her  hairdresser  well.  During  the 
course  of  a  conversation,  she  learned  her 
hairdresser  also  had  a  visually  handi- 
capped brother  who  was  working  in  her 
shop  as  a  masseur  a  common  employ- 
ment for  the  blind  Malaysian  people. 

McNeill  began  trading  cassette  tapes 
with  Chung,  he  said,  because  Chung  was 
going  through  a  period  of  gloom  and 
depression.  The  oral  correspondence 
developed  into  a  close  friendship  which 
they  were  able  to  confirm  in  person. 

Enroute  to  Malaysia,  the  pair  remained 
overnight  in  Tokyo  before  the  final  leg  of 
the  journey.  Upon  their  arrival  May  1, 
they  were  taken  to  McNeill's  sister's 
house  where  she  guided  him  throughout 
her  splitlevel  home,  familiarizing  him 
with  the  layout.  A  new,  though  not  par- 
ticularly pleasant  discovery  by  McNeill 
were  the  chick-chocks,  small  lizards  com- 
mon to  Malaysia  that  run  within  the  walls 
of  a  house  and  turn  up  everywhere,  even 
in  the  bathtub,  said  McNeill. 

The  two-week  visit  was  a  full  agenda 
of  experiencing  Malaysian  life.  McNeill 
visited  the  National  Mosque  where  the 


Moslems,  the  predominant  religion,  pray 
each  day.  Shoes  must  be  taken  off  before 
entrance,  he  explained,  andMhe  heads 
and  arms  of  women  who  come  to  pray 
must  be  covered.  He  added  that  most 
women  remain  at  home  to  pray. 

The  capital  city  proved  to  be  somewhat 
hazardous  to  a  sightless  person.  Basically 
a  new  and  modern  city,  the  sidewalks 
are  built  with  many  unexpected  steps. 
Other  items  to  be  cautious  of  were  the 
open  drains  directly  next  to  the 
sidewalks  which  had  to  be  stepped  over 
when  crossing  a  street.  The  drains  are 
necessary,  explained  McNeill,  because 
Malaysia  is  located  near  the  Equator,  a 
tropical  climate  subject  to  a  rainy  season. 
This  same  rain  nourishes  the  vegetation 
into  large  healthy  greenery  harmonious 
with  the  colorful  clothes  and  shops  of  the 
Malaysian  people. 

McNeill  visited  the  Society  of  the  Blind 
in  Brookfields  several  times.  Through  his 
tapes  to  Chung  which  he  had  shared  with 
the  residents  of  the  Society,  McNeill's 
voice  was  recognized  by  many  on  his  first 
visit  and  he  had  to  meet  some  40  blind 
persons  at  one  time,  he  said.  "I  felt  like  a 
celebrity,  shaking  hands  and  introducing 
Bob,"  he  said. 

Though  the  Society  provides  the 
largest  rehabilitation  center  in  Malaysia, 
the  Gunny  School,  the  blind  people  are 
not  content  with  many  of  the  city's  con- 
ditions. McNeill  said  the  people  want  bet- 
ter housing  and  transportation  designed 
to  encompass  their  handicaps.  Sur- 
prisingly, the  main  cause  of  blindness  in 
Malaysia,  according  to  McNeill's  sister,  is 
infantile  malnutrition. 

The  Brookfields  school  offers  blind 
students  instruction  in  subjects  the 
students  will  be  able  to  use  as  an  oc- 
cupation. The  majority  of  blind  citizens  in 
Malaysia  are  telephone  operators, 
stenographers,  masseurs  and  piano 
tuners.   Specially   designed    recreational 
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activities  are  also  offered  there,  in- 
cluding ping-pong,  darts  and  bicycle 
riding. 

McNeill  and  Somogyi  returned  to  the 
United  States  May  16.  Though  his  sister 
has  since  moved  to  Texas,  McNeill  said 
another  trip  to  Malaysia  would  be 
pleasing.  His  friend,  Chung,  wishes  to 
visit  him  in  the  United  States  but  no 
definite  plans  have  been  set.  McNeill 
does  have  very  definite  plans  to  attend 
the  annual  state  convention  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  for 
South  Carolina  to  be  held  at  Presbyterian 
College  August  1  and  2. 

Second  Career 
Workshop  Planned 

The  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  will 
be  sponsoring  another  Career  Aware- 
ness Workshop  on  Friday,  October  16 
and  Saturday,  October  17.  This  two  day 
event  promises  to  be  the  biggest  and 
best  one  yet.  More  details  will  be  dis- 
persed later;  but,  please  keep  the  two 
dates  in  mind  for  the  future. 


Nothing  is  Impossible 

The  Laurens  County  Chapter,  after 
being  organized  five  and  one-half  years, 
is  happy  to  announce  the  ownership  of  a 
debt-free  1  800  square  foot  brick  building 
situated  on  three  lots  at  1  103  North  Har- 
per Street,  Laurens,  S.  C. 

This  building  will  be  used  by  all  the 
blind  in  the  county  as  well  as  house  the 
office  of  the  Laurens  County  Commission 
for  the  Blind. 

Plans  include  some  re-modeling,  bar- 
becue and  picnic  area,  and  storage 
facilities.  Upon  completion  our  open 
house  will  be  held  and  everyone  is  in- 
vited to  attend. 


Blind  Leader  Speaks  at  PC 

From  the  Laurens  County  Advertiser 


Dr.   Kenneth   Jernigan   addresses   NFB-SC  con- 
vention. 


Blind  Americans  are  in  a  race  to 
prevent  their  eventual  "custodialization" 
by  the  rest  of  American  society,  the 
national  president  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  said  Saturday 
night. 

"If  society  had  the  means,  they  would 
long  ago  have  custodialized  us,"  Dr.  Ken- 
neth Jernigan  said  in  a  banquet  address 
to  about  300  members  of  the  NFB's  South 
Carolina  affiliate.  The  state  affiliate  held 
its  25th  annual  convention  this  past 
weekend  at  Presbyterian  College. 

"OUR  ORGANIZATION  is  really  about 
(the  question)  Is  it  respectable  to  be 
blind?"  Jernigan  said. 

"Blind  individuals  through  the  years 
tried  to  convince  society  that  they  were 
capable  of  raising  children,"  Jernigan 
said,  citing  one  Arkansas  case  involving 
a  blind  mother. 

"The  Federation  resisted  that,"  he  said, 
"and  the  Arkansas  Supreme  Court  took  it 
up.  The  children  were  taken  away  from 
the  mother  because  she  was  blind.  The 
court  wrote  into  its  decision  that  a  blind 
mother  was  not  capable  of  taking  care  of 
a  child  (although  the  judges  later  said 
there  were  other  factors  involved  and 
that  blindness  was  an  excuse)." 
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"IT  AFFECTS  us,"  Jernigan  said.  "It  does 
not  stop  at  the  state  border.  It  can  be 
used  as  a  (legal)  precedent  by  other 
states.  It  can't  be  alright  to  be  blind  in 
South  Carolina,  but  not  in  North  Carolina 
because  South  Carolina  is  not  an  island. 
What  affects  one  of  us,  affects  us  all." 

A  similar  case  was  fought  in  the 
Arizona  courts  involving  a  blind,  divorced 
mother.  In  that  instance,  the  NFB  won  its 
case.  "The  blind  do  not  have  to  accept 
second-class  citizenship  and  have  their 
children  taken  away,''  he  said. 

"If  the  climate  builds  up  (against  blind 
persons),  we  will  end  up  with 
established  case  law  that  reaches  into 
every  corner  of  the  land  and  affect  us 
all,"  He  emphasized. 

JERNIGAN  ALSO  reminded  his 
listeners  that  they  are  entering  a   new 


era  of  lessening  government  influence.  "I 
for  one  look  upon  it  with  optimism  and 
hope  and  not  at  all  with  regret  to  an  era 
left  behind,"  he  said. 

"There  will  be  a  new  relationship  be- 
tween the  blind  and  society  as  a 
whole,  "Jernigan  said.  "We  are  coming  of 
age  when  our  lives  are  not  totally  bound 
to  agencies.  It  is  not  good  that  a  blind 
person  can't  get  a  job  using  normal 
means  unless  an  agency  intervenes." 

"This  is  in  tune  with  the  mood  of  the 
country,"  he  said.  Society  said  it  was 
good  to  have  the  Great  Society  and  the 
New  Deal,  but  it  came  to  the  point  where 
there  was  too  much  government  in- 
terference. "The  government  must  now 
take  on  a  new  relationship  to  the 
citizen,"  Jernigan  said. 


'Dreaming  Dreams' 

From  the  Laurens  County  Advertiser 


"You  have  to  believe  in  yourself  and 
you  have  to  dream  dreams,"  said  Glenn 
McCoy. 

Although  he  has  been  blind  since  birth, 
McCoy  is  a  senior  at  Emory  University's 
Candler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.  A  likeable,  outgoing  man,  he  was  at 
Presbyterian  College  attending  the  25th 
annual  convention  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina. 

McCoy,  27,  was  born  at  Shaw  Air  Force 
Base  while  his  father  was  serving  in  the 
U.S.  Air  Force.  His  parents  settled  down 
in  Sumter  in  1969. 

McCoy  attended  boarding  school  at  the 
state-supported  Overbrook  School  for 
the  Blind  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  through  the 
seventh  grade,  when  he  enrolled  in  the 
Sumter  public  schools.  While  he  did  not 
date  because  of  shyness,  he  did  par- 
ticipate in  the  high  school  Broadcast  Club 
and  the  wrestling  team. 

He  confessed   to  feeling   inferior  to 


sighted  people,  until  a  friend  introduced 
him  to  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  in  1973. 

"DONALD  CAPPS"  (president  of  the 
South  Carolina  affiliate)  told  me  it  was 
OK  to  be  blind,"  he  said.  "As  a  senior  in 
high  school,  I  came  into  my  own." 

After  graduating  from  the  University 
of  South  Carolina  with  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  religious  studies,  McCoy 
decided  to  attend  Emory  University's 
theology  school. 

"If  you  ask  me  why  I  felt  called  to  the 
ministry,  I'll  say  I  don't  know.  I  never  will 
know,"  McCoy  said.  "I  have  had  a 
general  interest  in  it  since  high  school 
although  I  did  rebel  for  some  time. 

"I  BECAME  interested  in  it  again  in 
college.  I  knew  I  came  home  in  the 
ministry.  God  wished  me  in  this  work 
somehow,"  he  said. 

Although  he  will  graduate  next  year, 
McCoy  wonders  whether  he  will  be  ac- 
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cepted  into  the  United  Methodist  Con- 
ference. "It  will  be  on  my  own  ability. 
One  of  my  supervising  ministers  told  me 
I  should  be  a  chaplain  at  a  school  for  the 
blind,''  he  said. 

"J  will  have  problems  in  transportation 
unless  I  go  into  campus  ministry,''  said 
McCoy,  who  has  been  using  a  guide  dog 
for  the  past  year.  "I  would  like  to  do 
parish  work.'' 

"THERE  IS  no  overt  discrimination 
against  the  blind  at  Emory,''  he  said, 
although       he      experienced       some 


discrimination  at  the  University  of  South 
Carolina.  When  other  students  would  not 
reach  out,  McCoy  said,  "he  felt  isolation 
and  loneliness.'' 

"The  blind  are  not  different 
emotionally,  physically  or  spiritually,'' 
McCoy  said.  "People  are  people.  Some 
people  you  have  rapport  with,  and  some 
you  won't.'' 

"You  have  to  accept  discouragement 
and  live  with  your  pain,''  he  said,  "but 
you  also  have  to  enjoy  the  good  times, 
too.  The  lows  won't  be  so  low  and  the 
highs  won't  be  so  high." 


From  the  President's  Desk 


By  Donald  C.  Capps 


It  is  a  rewarding  experience  for  any 
blind  South  Carolinian  to  attend  a 
national  convention  and  state  convention 
of  the  blind  as  we  have  just  done  in 
recent  weeks.  The  national  convention 
held  the  first  week  in  July  followed  very 
closely  by  the  25th  anniversary  of  the 
NFB  of  SC  held  the  weekend  of  August  1 
and  2,  1981  were  great  events  and  both 
served  to  enhance  the  quality  of  life  for 
blind  South  Carolinians  and  the  blind 
throughout  the  country.  As  evidenced  by 
other  articles  appearing  in  this  issue  of 
the  Palmetto  Blind  it  is  apparent  that 
many  fine  things  are  happening  to 
upgrade  life  for  the  blind.  Presbyterian 
College,  located  in  Clinton,  proved  to  be 
an  excellent  site  for  the  silver  an- 
niversary convention.  The  facilities  were 
very  adequate. 

Presbyterian  College  officials  were 
cordial  and  helpful  in  every  respect.  The 
Laurens  County  Chapter  of  the  NFB  of  SC 
deserves  our  highest  commendations  as 
it  was  a  model  chapter  host.  Many  per- 
sons, especially  members  of  the  host 
chapter    worked    long    hours    doing    a 


variety  of  things  to  assure  the  best 
possible  convention  arrangements.  It  is 
no  easy  task  to  successfully  promote  a 
state  convention  of  the  size  enjoyed  by 
the  NFB  of  SC.  Additionally,  there  are 
many  more  details  to  be  handled  when  a 
state  convention  is  held  at  a  non- 
commercial hotel  or  on  a  college  cam- 
pus. 

This  year's  convention  featured  ex- 
cellent speakers  in  different  programs  of 
service  to  the  state's  blind.  Your  state 
president  was  also  very  proud  of  the  fine 
performances  of  so  many  Federationists 
who  were  featured  throughout  the  con- 
vention. All  of  us  were  greatly  honored 
to  have  our  distinguished  national 
president,  Dr.  Kenneth  Jernigan,  who 
made  such  a  significant  contribution  to 
our  state  convention.  The  sound/slide 
documentary  presented  at  the  noon  lun- 
cheon on  Saturday  was  one  of  a  series  of 
presentations  designed  to  commemorate 
the  25th  anniversary  of  the  NFB  of  SC.  It 
is  an  excellent  documentary.  Some  300 
persons  attending  the  Saturday  evening 
banquet  will   not  soon  forget  the  color 
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and  excitement  of  the  memorable 
evening.  Many  prestigious  awards  were 
presented  during  the  evening.  Charters 
were  presented  to  three  new  chapters  — 
Pickens  County,  Myrtle  Beach,  and 
Marion  County.  The  NFB  of  SC  is  now 
comprised  of  twenty-six  affiliates  in- 
cluding 22  chapters,  2  statewide 
divisions,  The  Federation  Center  of  the 
Blind  and  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the 
Blind.  The  Aiken  Chapter  through  its 
representative,  Mrs.  Earlene  Gardner, 
presented  a  $200.00  check  at  the 
banquet  to  Rocky  Bottom.  Penrose 
Stogner  of  the  Florence  Chapter  was  the 
recipient  of  the  Donald  C.  Capps  Award  , 
presented  by  Marshall  Tucker.  Mr.  Sin- 
clair A.  Eisan  of  Charleston  received  the 
Associate's  Award  for  outstanding  ser- 
vice. A  scholarship  of  $100.00  was 
presented  to  the  NFB  of  SC  on  behalf  of 
Budweiser  by  Mr.  Ed  Robinson  of  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind.  Bob  Bell,  First 
Vice  President  of  the  NFB  of  SC,  made 
the  presentation  of  the  Ellen  Beach  Mack 
Home  Award  which  was  in  the  amount  of 
$999.60  this  year,  the  highest  ever.  The 
recipient  of  the  Ellen  Beach  Mack  Home 
Award  is  Ms.  Caroline  Govan  of 
Orangeburg.  The  first  Employer  of  the 
Year  Award  was  presented  to  Seibels 
Bruce  and  Company  of  Columbia  by  Mrs. 
Mattie  B.  "Tootsie"  Gatlin  —  Second  Vice 
President  of  the  NFB  of  SC.  Our  own  Lois 
Boltin  Tucker,  who  has  been  associated 
with  Seibels  Bruce  and  Company  for 
eighteen  years  accepted  the  award  on 
behalf  of  Seibels  Bruce.  Congratulations 
to  Lois,  who  was  recently  promoted  to 
Supervisor.  For  many  years  Lois  served 
as  receptionist  and  PBX  switchboard 
operator  for  Seibels  Bruce.  Glenn  McCoy, 
a  student  at  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory    University    in   Atlanta   was   the 


recepient  of  the  annual  Dr.  Samuel  Miller 
Lawton  Memorial  Scholarship  Award. 
Bob  Oglesby,  State  Secretary,  made  the 
presentation.  Your  president  was 
pleased  to  present  the  Distinguished  Ser- 
vice Award  to  Commissioner  Maxine  R. 
Bowles,  a  presentation  covered  in  a 
separate  article  in  this  issue. 

Many  meaningful  resolutions  im- 
pacting upon  programs  affecting  the 
blind  were  adopted  by  the  state  con- 
vention. The  terms  of  a  number  of  state 
board  members  expired  in  1981  and 
while  they  will  be  missed  they  were 
replaced  by  capable  Federationists.  Per- 
sons who  were  elected  to  the  state  board 
for  three-year  terms  are  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Frances  Messer,  S.  C.  Blind  Vendors 
Association;  Joe  Stribling,  Oconee  Chap- 
ter; Mrs.  Edrie  Culp,  Chester  Chapter;  Mr. 
Russell  Sawyer,  Beaufort  Chapter;  Odell 
Austin,  Orangeburg  Chapter;  Gary  Brat- 
cher,  Conway  Chapter;  James  Sims, 
Columbia  Chapter;  Ruby  Lawson, 
Laurens  Chapter;  Patricia  Tuck,  Pickens 
Chapter;  Mercedes  Royal,  Myrtle  Beach 
Chapter;  and  Gloria  Baker,  Marion  Chap- 
ter. 

The  1982  convention  of  the  NFB  of  SC 
will  be  held  the  weekend  of  July  30,  31, 
and  August  1,  1982  at  the  Clemson 
House  on  the  campus  of  Clemson  Univer- 
sity. The  25th  anniversary  convention  of 
the  NFB  of  SC  was  the  biggest  and  best 
and  Federationists  across  the  state  are 
looking  forward  to  the  1982  convention 
in  Clemson.  In  reading  this  issue  of  the 
Palmetto  Blind  it  will  be  apparent  to  all 
that  many  fine  things  are  being  made  to 
happen  which  will  better  the  lives  of 
blind  South  Carolinians  as  well  as  the 
nation's  blind.  It  is  great  being  a  part  of 
this  challenging  and  rewarding  op- 
portunity of  service. 
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Final  Thought 

(Editor's  Note:  The  Palmetto  Blind  ex- 
presses appreciation  to  Mrs.  Patricia 
Tuck  for  providing  the  "Final  Thought''  for 
this  issue.) 

Final  Thought 

God  is  like  —  Bayer  Aspirin 

He  works  wonders. 
God  is  like —  Ford. 

He's  got  a  better  idea. 
God  is  like  —  Pan  Am. 

He  makes  the  going  great. 
God  is  like —  Dial  Soap 

He  gives  round  the  clock  protection. 
God  is  like  —  Coke. 

He's  the  real  thing. 
God  is  like  —  Scope. 

He  makes  you  feel  fresh. 
God  is  like  —  G.  E.  Light  Bulbs. 

He  lights  our  path. 
God  is  like  —  Hallmark  Cards. 

He  cared  enough, 

to  send  the  very  best. 
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The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina,  formerly  known  as  The 
South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind, 
is  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
of  South  Carolina  to  promote  the  social, 
spiritual  and  economic  well-being  of  all 
the  blind  of  South  Carolina. 

The  Palmetto  Blind  is  provided  free  of 
charge  by  The  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina  to  all  blind  South 
Carolinians  and  other  interested  per- 
sons, and  is  available  in  print,  audio  cas- 
sette editions,  and  braille  from  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind. 

Readers  who  receive  the  audio  cas- 
sette editions  are  requested  to  handle 
the  tapes  with  care  and  to  always  return 
them  promptly  for  the  benefit  of  other 


users.  If  you  should  receive  a  bad  tape, 
please  let  the  Center  know  by  dropping 
us  a  note  enclosed  with  the  bad  cassette 
so  that  appropriate  action  may  be  taken 
to  remove  that  cassette  from  our  library. 
Braille  and  print  copies  may  be  retained 
by  recipients  for  their  personal  libraries. 

If  you  or  a  friend  wish  to  remember 
The  South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the 
Blind,  Inc.,  also  known  as  The  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina, 
in  your  will  you  can  do  so  by  employing 
the  following  language: 

"I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  The 
South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind, 
Inc.  also  known  as  The  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina, 
P.  O.  Box  4174,  Columbia,  S.  C.  the  sum 

of  $ (or" percent  of 

my  net  estate",  or  "the  following  stocks 

and  bonds: ")  to  be  used  for 

its  worthy  purposes  on  behalf  of  blind 
persons  and  to  be  held  and  administered 
by  direction  of  its  Executive  Committee 
and  Board  of  Directors." 
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Attorney  General  Addresses  Statewide  Seminar 


General  Daniel  McLeod,  Attorney 
General  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  to  ap- 
proximately two  hundred  Federationists 
attending  the  Twelfth  Annual  Statewide 
Seminar  of  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina  on  January  9, 
1982.  It  was  by  far  the  largest  group  to 
ever  attend  the  annual  conference.  The 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  overflow- 
ed with  Federationists  from  across  the 
state. 

General  McLeod  spoke  to  the  group  in 
response  to  an  invitation  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  NFB  of  SC.  General  McLeod's 
appearance  indicated  the  concern  of  the 
state's  blind  community  and  concerned 
officials  regarding  the  ouster  of  four  blind 
vendors  by  Spartanburg  Technical  Col- 
lege a  week  prior  to  Christmas. 

General  McLeod  who  is  the  highest 
legal  officer  in  the  state  has  demonstrated 
genuine  concern  for  the  untimely 
dismissals.  From  the  outset,  he  has  of- 
fered us  his  invaluable  assistance. 

NFB  of  SC  Files  Lawsuit 

In  what  must  be  described  as  a  heroic 
effort  to  salvage  the  jobs  of  the  four  blind 
vending  facility  operators  at  Spartanburg 
Technical  College  (namely  Gary  Williams, 
Pearl  Oglesby,  Joanne  White  and  Gail 
Martin)  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina  with  the  support 
of  the  South  Carolina  Commission  for  the 
Blind  filed  a  lawsuit  against  Spartanburg 
Technical  College  on  December  4, 1981 . 

The  NFB  of  SC  was  represented  in  the 
litigation  by  Mr.  Robert  L.  Stoddard,  a 
former  Mayor  of  Spartanburg.  Mr.  Stod- 
dard is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  Moore, 
Stoddard,  Stoddard  and  Wood. 

After  considerable  research  and  con- 
sultation, the  suit  against  Spartanburg 
Technical  College  was  filed  under  the 
Model  White  Cane  Law.  An  earlier  suit  in 


1980  against  Spartanburg  Technical  Col- 
lege under  the  Vending  Facility  Law  had 
been  unsuccessful.  In  the  1980  case  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind  had  brought 
suit  against  Spartanburg  Technical  Col- 
lege primarily  because  of  unfair  competi- 
tion due  to  vending  machines  being  plac- 
ed in  close  proximity  to  the  operator's 
vending  stands. 

In  the  litigation  filed  on  December  4, 

1981  under  the  Model  White  Cane  Law, 
it  was  alleged  by  the  NFB  of  SC  that  "It 
is  the  policy  of  this  State  that  the  blind, 
the  visually  handicapped,  and  the  other- 
wise physically  disabled  shall  be 
employed  in  the  state  service,  the  service 
of  the  political  subdivisions  of  the  State, 
in  the  public  schools,  and  in  all  other 
employment  supported  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  public  funds  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  able-bodied,  unless  it 
is  shown  that  the  particular  disability 
prevents  the  performance  of  the  work  in- 
volved." It  was  further  alleged  by  the  NFB 
of  SC  in  the  lawsuit  that  "Plaintiffs  have 
no  plain,  adequate,  or  complete  remedy 
to  redress  the  wrongs  alleged  and  this 
suit  is  the  only  available  means  of  secur- 
ing relief.  Plaintiffs  will  suffer  irreparable 
injury  if  no  relief  is  granted  against  Defen- 
dants' unlawful  acts  as  set  forth  herein." 

In  the  latest  lawsuit  the  NFB  of  SC  re- 
quested a  temporary  injunction  which 
would  have  allowed  the  vendors  to  keep 
their  jobs,  pending  a  decision  on  the 
merits  of  the  matter. 

Judge  Stephen  Rules  Against  the  Blind 

In  a  ruling  handed  down  by  presiding 
Judge  James  B.  Stephen  on  December 
17,  1981  the  request  for  a  temporary  in- 
junction against  Spartanburg  Technical 
College  was  denied.  Stephen  also  ruled 
that  Spartanburg  Technical  College  was 
correct  in  relying  upon  a  contract  ex- 


ecuted  in  the  early  1970's  with  the  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  which  enabled  either 
party  to  terminate  the  contract  upon  a  thir- 
ty day  notice. 

In  the  earlier  lawsuit  in  1980,  Judge 
Stephen  had  ruled  that  provisions  of  the 
state's  Vending  Facility  Law  enacted  in 
1978  were  not  relevant  and  that  the 
earlier  contract  negotiated  between  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind  and  Spartan- 
burg Technical  College  was  binding.  Sec- 
tion 10  of  the  1978  Vending  Facility  Law 
reads  as  follows:  "Notwithstanding  any 
other  provisions  of  this  act,  no  vending 
facility  operated  by  a  blind  person  on 
public  property,  including  technical 
education  institutions  on  the  effective 
date  of  this  act  shall  be  terminated  or 
closed  without  written  approval  of  the 
Commission  and  such  approval  shall  not 
be  unreasonably  withheld." 

Judge  Stephen's  comments  in  his 
December  17,  1981  ruling  indicate  that 
his  decision  was  influenced  by  his  earlier 
ruling  in  1980  when  litigation  was  brought 
by  the  Commission  for  Blind  under  the 
Vending  Facility  Law.  In  this  regard  Judge 
Stephen  stated  that  "Where  different 
statutes  involve  the  same  or  similar  sub- 
ject matter,  they  should  be  taken  together 
and  construed  in  pari  materia  (in  the 
same  manner)."  "They  should  be  con- 
strued as  one  system  and  explanatory  of 
each  other."  Thus,  it  seems  that  Judge 
Stephen  did  not  consider  the  lawsuit  most 
recently  filed  by  the  NFB  of  SC  and  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind  should  come 
solely  under  the  provisions  of  the  Model 
White  Cane  Law.  Stephen  was  obvious- 
ly influenced  by  his  unfavorable  ruling 
handed  down  in  1980. 

In  both  rulings  Judge  Stephen  ruled 
that  technical  colleges  were  exempt 
under  the  Vending  Facility  Law.  In  his  rul- 
ing Judge  Stephen  stated,  "Therefore  the 
court  must  conclude  the  legislature  in- 
tended to  not  create  a  cause  of  action  for 


the  Commission  with  regard  to  the  actions 
of  Spartanburg  Technical  College."  To 
the  contrary,  the  position  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
and  others  is  that  Section  1 0  of  the  Vend- 
ing Facility  Law  is  crystal  clear  and  indeed 
does  provide  for  the  continuation  of 
vending  facilities  operated  by  the  blind  in 
technical  colleges  on  the  date  the  Vend- 
ing Facility  Law  was  signed  into  law. 
Since  no  appeal  to  the  1980  ruling  was 
filed  by  the  Commission  this  position 
could  not  be  made  a  part  of  the  1981 
litigation  filed  by  the  NFB  of  SC  and  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 

Concerning  the  Model  White  Cane 
Law,  Judge  Stephen  stated  "First,  the 
court  considers  if  these  plaintiffs  are 
members  of  the  class  for  whose  especial 
benefit  the  statute  was  enacted.  Simpson 
v.  Reynolds  Metals  Co.,  Inc.,  629  F.2d 
1226  (1980).  Clearly  these  blind  in- 
dividuals are  members  of  the  class  for 
whose  benefit  the  statute  was  created. 
Second,  is  there  any  indication  of 
legislative  intent,  explicit  or  implicit,  either 
to  create  such  a  remedy  or  to  deny  one? 
Simpson,  supra.  On  its  face,  this  statute 
gives  no  explicit  indication  of  legislative 
intent.  However,  the  fact  of  its  enactment 
implies  legislative  intent  to  create  an  in- 
dividual remedy,  otherwise  a  mere  state- 
ment of  policy  to  employ  the  blind  could 
be  construed  as  verbiage.  The  final  con- 
sideration is  whether  the  statute  is  con- 
sistent with  the  underlying  purpose  of  the 
legislative  scheme  to  imply  such  a 
remedy  for  the  plaintiffs.  Simpson,  supra. 
It  is  with  this  consideration  the  court 
regretfully  concludes  that  to  imply  a 
private  remedy  from  this  statute  is  incon- 
sistent with  S.  C.  Code  Ann.  43-26-10,  et. 
seq.  (1980  Cum.  Supp.)  and  does  vio- 
ence"  to  the  overall  legislative  scheme. 
The  narrow  issue  of  the  operation  of  ven- 
ding facilities  by  blind  persons  raised  by 
this  complaint  must  be  controlled  by  S. 


C.  Code  Ann.  43-26-10,  et  seq.  (1980 
Cum.  Supp.).  Again,  the  court  em- 
phasizes the  legislature  explicitly  exclud- 
ed the  application  of  Chapter  26  to 
technical  education  institutions. 
Therefore,  regardless  of  the  court's  sym- 
pahty  with  the  position  of  these  in- 
dividuals, to  imply  a  private  cause  of  ac- 
tion from  S.  C.  Code  Ann.  43-33-60  (1976) 
would  violate  the  court's  duty  to  construe 
statutes  consistent  with  the  underlying 
legislative  scheme." 

While  the  language  used  by  Judge 
Stephen  in  reaching  his  final  decision  ap- 
pears almost  apologetic  to  the  blind,  its 
effect  upon  the  blind  is  still  devastating. 
The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina  and  others  disagree  with 
Judge  Stephen  in  his  1980  ruling, 
especially  that  section  1 0  of  the  Vending 
Facility  Law  was  not  applicable  to  Spar- 
tanburg Technical  College. 

The  NFB  of  SC  believes  that  the  Model 
White  Cane  Law  (as  enacted  by  the 
General  Assembly)  is  meaningful,  or 
represents  what  Judge  Stephen  desig- 
nated as  "just  verbiage." 


Governor  Riley's  Help  Sought 

Even  before  Judge  Stephen  made  his 
unfavorable  ruling,  the  NFB  of  SC  had 
sought  the  assistance  of  Governor  Dick 
Riley.  On  December  1,  1981  the  NFB  of 
SC  sent  the  following  telegram  to  Gover- 
nor Riley: 

Dear  Governor  Riley, 

The  White  Cane  Statute,  Act  1425, 
1972,  states  that  "it  is  the  policy  of  this 
State  to  encourage  and  enable  the  blind, 
the  visually  handicapped,  and  the  other- 
wise physically  disabled  to  participate  ful- 
ly in  the  social  and  economic  life  of  the 
state  and  to  engage  in  remunerative 
employment."  It  states  further  that  "the 


blind,  the  visually  handicapped,  and  the 
otherwise  physically  disabled  shall  be 
employed  in  the  state  service,  the  service 
of  the  political  subdivisions  of  the  State, 
in  the  public  schools,  and  in  all  other 
employment  supported  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  public  funds  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  able-bodied,  unless  it 
is  shown  that  the  particular  disability 
prevents  the  performance  of  the  work 
involved." 

Spartanburg  TEC  has  violated  the  spirit 
if  not  the  letter  of  this  law,  by  serving 
notice  of  termination  to  four  blind  ven- 
dors, at  least  three  of  whom  will  become 
unemployed  as  a  result  on  December  18, 
1981.  Spartanburg  TEC  will  install 
and  operate  a  hot  food  service  of  its  own, 
although  the  South  Carolina  Commission 
for  the  Blind  has  repeatedly  stated  that 
they  can  provide  ample  personnel  and 
equipment  to  run  a  first-rate  hot  food  ser- 
vice. This  outright  rejection  by  Spartan- 
burg TEC  of  the  South  Carolina  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind's  vendor  program  con- 
stitutes insensitivity  and  greed,  and 
reflects  a  waste  of  thousands  of  dollars 
if  expenditures  by  Spartanburg  TEC  are 
made  on  equipment  which  is  already 
available  through  the  S.  C.  Commission 
for  the  Blind's  programs. 

You  may  recall  that  last  year  Sumter 
TEC  in  an  eleventh  hour  movement  add- 
ed a  proviso  to  the  General  Appropria- 
tions Bill,  seizing  control  of  the  food  ser- 
vice at  Sumter  TEC. 

The  Technical  Education  Institutions  in 
this  state  should  be  fair  to  all  citizens  in- 
cluding the  blind.  I  appreciated  your  fine 
comments  at  Sunday  evening's  Carol 
Lighting  expressing  compassion,  love, 
and  good  will  to  all.  We  request  that  you, 
as  Chief  Executive  of  this  State,  use  your 
high  office  to  bring  about  fair  play  on  the 
part  of  Spartanburg  TEC  officials.  Mr. 
Robert  Stoddard,  former  mayor  of  Spar- 


tanburg,  is  assisting  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina; 
however,  we  also  appeal  to  you  to  help 
us  to  the  extent  propriety  and  fair  play 
dictates. 
Sincerely, 

Donald  C.  Capps,  President 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
of  South  Carolina 

In  his  address  to  the  two  hundred 
Federationists  who  gathered  for  the  12th 
Annual  Statewide  Seminar,  Attorney 
General  Daniel  McLeod  indicated  that  he 
felt  Judge  Stephen  was  probably  correct 
in  his  rulings.  Attorney  General  McLeod 
based  this  conclusion  upon  his 
understanding  that,  once  a  contract  is 
entered  into  between  two  parties,  it  can- 
not be  impaired  by  subsequent  law.  Thus, 
Attorney  General  Mcleod  felt  that  the  con- 
tract entered  into  by  the  Commission  for 
the  Blind  and  Spartanburg  Technical  Col- 
lege in  the  early  1970's  was  binding  and 
was  not  affected  by  the  subsequent  Vend- 
ing Facility  Law  passed  in  1978.  While  the 
NFB  of  SC  does  not  question  Attorney 
General  McLeod's  opinion,  it  seems 
strange  that  any  contract  entered  into  be- 
tween two  state  agencies  cannot  be 
nullified  by  a  subsequent  law.  Attorney 
General  McLeod  indicated  that  the  Vend- 
ing Facility  Law  may  be  ambiguous  with 
respect  to  the  exclusion  of  technical  col- 
leges, while  the  position  of  the  NFB  of  SC 
is  that  Section  10  of  the  law  is  clear  and 
does  not  exclude  them.  The  Attorney 
General  felt  that  a  legislative  remedy  is 
more  desirable  than  making  an  appeal  of 
Judge  Stephen's  December  17, 1981  rul- 
ing, especially  since  it  could  be  three  to 
four  years  before  the  State's  Supreme 
Court  would  act  on  the  appeal.  Even  then, 
Attorney  General  McLeod  felt  that  the 
State's  Supreme  Court  probably  would 
not  overturn  Judge  Stephen's  ruling. 
After  considerable  discussion,  the  State 


Board  of  the  NFB  of  SC  voted  to  seek  a 
legislative  remedy  as  recommended  by 
Attorney  General  McLeod.  Additionally, 
the  two  hundred  Federationists  who 
listened  attentively  to  Attorney  General 
McLeod  concurred  unanimously  in  this 
position. 

The  people  attending  the  seminar  also 
heard  from  Commissioner  Maxine  Bowles 
of  the  S.  C.  Commission  for  the  Blind  who 
expressed  a  similar  opinion  that  the 
legislative  remedy  seemed  more 
appropriate. 

Second  Meeting  Held  with 
Attorney  General  McLeod 

On  January  21,  1982  Federation  of- 
ficials, Commissioner  Maxine  Bowles  and 
several  prominent  legislators  met  with  At- 
torney General  McLeod  to  further  discuss 
the  Spartanburg  TEC  situation.  Following 
the  January  9, 1982  seminar,  the  NFB  of 
SC  had  done  considerable  research  re- 
garding the  entire  technical  college  situa- 
tion. This  information  was  presented  at 
this  meeting,  and  included  the  following 
material: 

"AND  THEN  THERE  WAS  ONE  .  .  ." 
David  Rice  is  a  licensed  blind  vendor 
who  left  a  vending  stand  in  private  in- 
dustry to  take  over  a  seemingly  more 
secure  and  profitable  vending  facility  at 
Williamsburg  TEC.  The  move  has  been 
profitable.  The  job  security,  which  was 
rooted  in  State  law,  has  all  but  vanished. 
In  the  past  six  months  three  blind- 
operated  vending  facilties  located  at 
technical  education  schools  have  been 
forced  to  close.  The  most  recent  closures 
took  place  on  December  18,  1981  at 
Spartanburg  TEC  resulting  in  the  loss  of 
employment  for  four  blind  persons  . . .  just 
before  Christmas.  The  pride  of  buying  his 
own  home  may  be  short-lived  for  Gary 
Williams  (one  of  the  vendors)  and  his 
young  wife. 


Of  the  six  vending  stands  which  have 
been  installed  by  the  South  Carolina 
Commission  for  the  Blind  and  operated 
by  licensed  blind  vendors,  only  one  has 
not  fallen  victim  to  the  disturbing  trend  of 
closures.  Is  it  only  a  matter  of  time?  Will 
the  rhyme  end"  . .  .  and  then  there  were 
none?"  We,  the  blind,  trust  and  pray  it  will 
not! 

"WE  REALLY  HATE  TO  DO  IT,  BUT 

It  is  becoming  a  very  old  story.  The 
reasons  (excuses)  are  all  too  well-known. 

"We're  not  against  blind  people," 
Hudgins  emphasizes,  "But  at  the  same 
time  we  want  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  in- 
creased student  enrollment."  —  from  the 
Item.  (Sumter  TEC  maintained  that  can- 
teen proceeds  were  needed  to  help  repay 
a  loan  to  build  a  student  center.) 

The  Spartanburg  County  Commission 
for  Technical  Education,  despite 
assurances  from  the  South  Carolina 
Commission  for  the  Blind  that  a  hot  food 
service  could  be  provided  by  licensed 
blind  vendors,  found  it  necessary  to  look 
elsewhere  to  provide  the  services  and 
concessions  appropriate  to  the  needs  of 
the  student  body. 

BLIND  PEOPLE  CAN  DO  THE  JOB! 

"When  you  came  here,  you  certainly 
did  improve  our  food  service  over  what 
we  had  previously.  I  only  hope  that  we  will 
be  able  to  operate  the  canteen  as  effi- 
ciently as  you  have."  —  excerpt  from  a 
letter  to  a  blind  vendor  from  a  TEC  official. 

Sometimes  a  blind  person  does  too 
well!  Frances  Messer  made  close  to 
$17,000  in  her  vending  stand  operation 
before  York  TEC  found  it  necessary  to 
take  the  operation  over.  After  litigation 
Frances  was  allowed  to  resume  operation 
of  a  vending  facility  at  York  TEC.  It  was 
in  a  remote  location  on  the  campus, 
however,  and  in  competition  with  the 
TEC-operated  food  service.  Her  annual 
earnings  dropped  to  $7,300. 


Piedmont  TEC  charitably  offered  a  job 
to  the  blind  vendor  whose  operation  they 
took  over.  He  refused  the  job  offer, 
however,  as  it  would  have  meant  a 
substantial  cut  in  his  previous  nearly 
$18,000  a  year  salary. 

When  Sumter  TEC  won  the  operation 
of  their  canteen  through  an  eleventh  hour 
amendment  to  the  supplemental  ap- 
propriations bill  in  1979,  they  offered  the 
operating  blind  vendor  an  opportunity  to 
become  a  state  employee.  In  doing  so 
they  also  deprived  him  of  additional  earn- 
ings in  future  years. 

Vending  facilities  can  be  profitable 
operations  . . .  some  believe  too  profitable 
for  blind  persons. 

WHO  IS  REALLY  PAYING  THE 
PRICE? 

The  South  Carolina  Commission  for  the 
Blind  invested  $98, 155  to  set  up  the  TEC 
stands  which  have  now  been  closed.  The 
costs  incurred  in  removing  the  canteens 
totalled  $4,323.  Storage  costs  have  totall- 
ed $2,340  to  date. 

The  income  tax  and  sales  tax 
generated  by  the  blind  vendors  for  whom 
these  operations  were  established  have 
more  than  met  the  State's  investment. 
Hopefully  those  unemployed  vendors  can 
quickly  resume  their  roles  as  taxpayers 
and  leave  behind  their  dependency  on 
state  and  federal  aid  programs. 

In  these  times  of  austerity  how  can 
technical  education  institutions  justify  the 
costs  of  creating  more  state  jobs  and  in- 
stalling food  services  which  can  already 
be  provided  by  the  South  Carolina  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  at  no  cost  to  the 
schools.  Very  siimply,  it  cannot  be 
justified.  The  taxpayers  will  bear  the 
burden.  Mr.  William  Dudley,  Jr.,  Ex- 
ecutive Director  of  the  State  Board  for 
Technical  and  Comprehensive  Education 
has  been  requested  to  provide  informa- 
tion to  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina  concerning  the 


establishment  and  operation  of  food  ser- 
vice facilities  at  York,  Piedmont,  Sumter 
and  Spartanburg  Technical  Colleges.  We 
believe  it  will  be  revealing. 

THE  BOTTOM  LINE  .  .  . 

Over  the  years  the  South  Carolina 
General  Assembly  has  responded  with 
concern  and  action  to  the  needs  of  blind 
citizens.  In  1966  the  South  Carolina  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  was  established.  In 
1972  the  "White  Cane  Law"  established 
State  policy  in  employment  and  other 
areas  relating  to  the  blind.  In  1979,  the 
"Right  to  Work  Law"  strongly  outlined  the 
State's  commitment  to  the  blind  vendors 
program.  Although  the  law  specifies  that 
vending  facilities  operated  by  a  blind  per- 
son at  technical  education  institutions  on 
the  effective  date  of  the  act  could  not  be 
closed  or  terminated  without  written  ap- 
proval of  the  Commission,  each  technical 
education  institution  which  has  sought  to 
do  so  has  been  successful  in  bypassing 
disapproval  by  the  Commission. 

The  rulings  of  Judge  Stephen  and 
others  have  eliminated  the  employment 
of  some  blind  persons.  They  have 
weakened  the  "Right  to  Work  Law"  and 
added  to  the  70%  unemployment  rate 
among  the  blind.  The  bottom  line  is 
whether  or  not  this  State  is  truly  commit- 
ted to  employment  of  the  blind.  We 
believe  it  must  be!  We  stand  ready  to  join 
in  the  challenge  of  solidifying  that  com- 
mitment through  legislative  or  by  other 
appropriate  means. 

While  the  results  of  the  January  21, 
1982  meeting  in  Attorney  General 
McLeod's  office  were  not  entirely  con- 
clusive, there  was  a  unanimous  feeling 
that  the  blind  had  suffered  a  great  loss 
and  were  entitled  to  some  reasonable 
remedy.  Presently,  considerable  thought 
is  being  given  to  what  type  of  legislation 
should  be  introduced,  the  appropriate 
time  to  introduce  the  legislation,  and  the 


feasibility  of  holding  private  meetings  to 
negotiate  with  certain  state  officials,  (in- 
cluding technical  education  officials). 

The  NFB  of  SC  will  continue  to  monitor 
this  matter  very  closely  and  will  do  what 
is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  blind  of  the 
state. 

Twelfth  Annual 
Statewide  Seminar 
Biggest  and  Best 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Statewide  Seminar 
held  Saturday,  January  9,  1982  at  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  was  by  far 
the  biggest  and  best  to  date.  Approx- 
imately two  hundred  Federationists  filled 
the  Center  to  capacity.  This  crowd 
represented  a  clear  indication  of  growth 
and  enthusiasm  from  across  the  state. 
Several  new  members  attended  their  first 
seminar  and  found  it  to  be  an  informative 
and  rewarding  experience. 

The  large  group  heard  a  stirring  ad- 
dress given  by  our  National  President,  Dr. 
Kenneth  Jernigan,  on  the  steps  of  the  na- 
tion's capitol  last  July.  The  State  Presi- 
dent, Donald  Capps,  outlined  several 
1982  goals  for  the  NFB  of  SC.  He  also 
reported  that  there  would  be  monthly 
training  conferences  for  chapter  leaders 
at  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind.  Ad- 
ditionally, Capps  reported  that  a  program 
would  be  initiated  known  as  "Center 
Day."  A  day  will  be  set  aside  for  each 
chapter  and  division  to  become  more 
familiar  with  the  overall  Federation 
operation. 

Tommy  McNeill,  of  the  Greenwood 
Chapter,  described  his  trip  to  Malaysia 
and  programs  for  the  blind  in  that  distant 
land.  Much  of  the  morning  was  devoted 
to  the  appearance  of  Attorney  General 
Daniel  McLeod  and  the  presentation  of 
the  Spartanburg  Technical  College 
matter. 


A  delightful  luncheon  (sponsored  by 
the  Columbia  Telephone  Pioneers)  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  During  the  luncheon,  a 
State  Board  meeting  was  held.  Robert  L. 
Oglesby  of  Spartanburg  and  Tootsie 
Gatlin  of  Charleston  were  elected  official 
delegate  and  alternate  delegate  respec- 
tively, and  will  represent  the  NFB  of  SC 
at  the  national  convention. 

There  was  great  excitement  at  the 
beginning  of  the  afternoon  session.  Mr. 
C.  A.  Gatlin  (Chairman  of  the  statewide 
campaign  for  the  Minneapolis  bus  fund) 
was  the  source  of  all  the  color  and  excite- 
ment. He  commended  the  members  for 
an  outstanding  effort  in  selling  tickets  for 
the  national  convention  trip  and  then  the 
winning  ticket  was  drawn.  None  other 
than  Joe  Goodman  of  the  Columbia 
Chapter  was  the  proud  winner  of  $600.00 
since  he  both  sold  and  bought  the  win- 
ning ticket.  C.  A.  also  told  the  group  that 
it  was  necessary  to  have  a  second  cam- 
paign in  order  to  meet  the  cost  of  $9,000 
needed  to  charter  the  two  buses  for  Min- 
neapolis in  July.  More  tickets  were 
distributed  and  Federation  chapters  and 
divisions  throughout  the  state  are  un- 
doubtedly on  the  job  already  selling  the 
second  quota  of  tickets. 

During  the  afternoon  session  President 
Capps  again  explained  the  PAC  program 
of  the  NFB  and  the  Associate  program. 
Capps  stated  that  he  felt  every  Federa- 
tionist  is  morally  obligated  to  provide 
some  support  to  the  national  organiza- 
tion. Although  no  one  can  tell  anyone  how 
much  to  give,  Capps  pointed  out  that  it 
is  essential  to  support  the  Federation  on 
a  local,  state  and  national  level. 

Information  was  provided  to  the  group 
concerning  the  National  Accreditation 
Council  for  agencies  serving  the  blind  and 
visually  handicapped.  Mrs.  Earlene  Gard- 
ner of  the  Aiken  Chapter  explained  that 
she  and  her  husband,  Charles,  enjoyed 


their  participation  in  their  first  NAC  track- 
ing experience  last  November  in  Atlanta. 

A  complete  report  was  given  on  the 
Rocky  Bottom  program.  Delegates  were 
thanked  for  their  support.  Reservations 
for  Rocky  Bottom  were  made  by  chapter 
and  division  leaders  for  1982.  Jerry  Whit- 
tle presented  a  fund-raising  scheme  to 
the  NFB  of  SC.  Flower  seeds  prepared 
by  Park  Seed  Company  of  Greenwood 
are  now  being  sold  by  NFB  of  SC 
chapters  and  divisions  to  fund  the  camp. 

The  1982  national  convention  and  the 
state  convention  were  discussed  in  detail. 
Fred  Armfield,  President  of  the  Green- 
wood Chapter,  talked  about  grants  he  had 
procured  for  his  chapter  which  enabled 
the  acquisition  of  a  new  fifteen  passenger 
bus.  President  Armfield  also  described 
the  successful  bingo  operation  which  is 
sponsored  by  the  Greenwood  Chapter. 

A  great  deal  of  business  was  con- 
ducted at  the  one-day  seminar  resulting 
in  much  information  being  disseminated. 

Suzanne  Bridges,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind, 
reported  on  the  new  computer  terminal 
and  explained  that  the  Center's  new  com- 
puter would  be  useful  in  employment  for 
the  blind.  The  installation  of  the  computer 
terminal  cost  approximately  $580.00. 
Within  a  matter  of  a  few  minutes  most  of 
the  $580.00  was  donated  or  pledged. 
More  details  about  the  use  and  benefits 
of  the  computer  terminal  appear  in 
another  article  in  this  issue. 

The  first  statewide  seminar  was  held  in 
1971  and  was  attended  by  approximate- 
ly forty  persons.  Since  that  time,  atten- 
dance has  increased  by  500%.  All  annual 
seminars  have  been  appreciated  by  the 
Federation  membership;  however,  it 
seems  that  the  1982  seminar  had  more 
depth  and  greater  participation  than 
previous  ones.  Undoubtedly,  this  was  due 


to  the  loss  of  employment  by  blind  ven- 
dors. Federationists  clearly  demonstrated 
that  they  will  stand  firm  and  work  shoulder 
to  shoulder  when  blind  citizens  are  not 
being  treated  fairly. 


Ousted  Blind  Vendor  Expresses  Feelings 

(Editor's  Note:  Gary  Williams  made  the 
following  speech  to  the  two  hundred 
Federationists  attending  the  statewide 
seminar  on  January  9,  1982.) 


There  are  very  few  words  that  you  can 
use  to  explain  the  emotions  that  are  go- 
ing through  you  when  you  have  been 
notified  that  your  job  is  in  jeopardy.  We 
were  told  in  September  that  our  jobs  were 
to  be  terminated  on  December  1 8,  1 981 . 
The  TEC  school  led  us  to  believe  that 
there  were  still  possible  chances  for 
negotiation.  The  TEC  school  led  the  Com- 
mission to  believe  this,  even  up  until  the 
very  first  of  December.  Mr.  Gault,  the 
president  of  that  noble  school,  even  came 
down  to  Columbia  and  visited  some  of  the 
Commission's  canteens.  Mr.  Gault  never 
once  spoke  to  us,  to  Joan  or  as  far  as  I 
know  to  Pearl  or  Gail.  I  know  he  didn't 
speak  a  word  to  me  about  us  losing  our 
jobs.  Never  once  did  he  say  that  he  was 
sorry  or  regretted  or  wished  there  was 
something  he  could  do.  It  is  very  hard  to 
go  through  a  situation  like  this  when  you 
have  been  led  on  for  three  months  believ- 
ing that  the  TEC  school  is  going  to  work 
something  out  and  to  find  out  it  was  only 
a  ploy  to  prevent  us  from  taking  any  ac- 
tion. The  first  of  December  it  was  very  ap- 
parent that  the  TEC  school  was  not  go- 
ing to  negotiate  with  us.  Miss  Suzanne 
Bridges  came  up  to  Spartanburg  TEC 
and  brought  some  petitions.  The  petition 
was  placed  in  the  canteen  in  the  East 
Building  which  is  the  canteen  which  I 
operate, and  one  was  placed  also  in  the 
West  Building.  The  petition  that  was 
placed  in  the  West  Building  was  torn  up 
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by  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Spartan- 
burg Technical  College.  The  other  peti- 
tion in  my  canteen  was  not  torn  up  but 
the  TEC  school  convened  a  meeting  of 
all  the  students  and  told  them  that  they 
were  going  to  make  sure  that  every  name 
on  the  petition  was  a  student  of  Spartan- 
burg Technical  College  and  be  sure  that 
each  name  was  the  legitimate  name  of 
the  student  involved.  They  also  told  the 
students  at  this  meeting  that  blind  peo- 
ple could  not  legally  handle  fresh  food, 
that  the  only  types  of  food  and  beverages 
that  we  could  handle  were  prepackaged 
beverages  and  foods.  Now,  of  course,  I 
am  sure  all  of  you  who  are  in  vending 
stand  work  know  that  coke  fountains 
don't  dispense  prepackaged  cokes  but 
that  is  what  they  told  them.  They  also  told 
that  we  had  been  inadequately  trained. 
Well,  I  was  an  assistant  manager  in  one 
of  the  canteens  in  Spartanburg  for  three 
years  and  over  a  year  a  half  I  have  been 
a  manager.  Now,  that  is  just  about  five 
years  of  experience.  Even  if  I  had  been 
so  inadequately  trained,  I  don't  think  I 
could  have  stayed  in  business.  I  don't 
think  I  could  have  made  the  salary  that 
I  made  in  that  time  if  I  had  not  had  the 
training.  Even  without  training,  the  ex- 
perience gave  me  the  training.  This  would 
disqualify  what  they  said.  They  turned  a 
lot  of  the  students  against  us.  It  is  hard 
to  lose  your  job  even  when  your  job  is 
taken  away  because  a  plant  is  being  clos- 


ed  or  a  computer  takes  over  your  posi- 
tion, or  when  some  other  mechanism 
takes  over  your  job.  But  to  lose  your  job 
because  you  did  a  good  job,  because  you 
were  making  a  profit,  because  you  were 
making  a  success  of  yourself,  is  even 
harder.  It's  harder  to  understand,  it's 
harder  to  go  home  and  tell  your  family, 
you  know  I  am  losing  my  job  because  I 
did  a  good  job,  because  I  took  something 
and  did  well  with  it,  it's  hard  to  go  through. 
My  wife  and  I  have  had  the  worst  three 
months  of  our  lives.  We  are  just  now 
beginning  to  get  ourselves  back  together. 
The  uncertainties  and  the  other  things 
that  go  along  with  this  are  disturbing.  Our 
state  president  came  to  me  at  an  Alumni 
meeting  and  told  me  that  the  Federation 
was  going  to  do  everything  that  it  could. 
It  really  made  me  feel  good  to  know  that 
a  statewide  organization  was  supporting. 
Thefact  other  blind  people  were  support- 
ing and  understood  made  me  feel  good. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  there  is  an 
organization  in  this  state,  in  this  nation, 
and  in  our  city  that  cared  enough  to  do 
something.  No,  we  didn't  win  a  particular 
victory  but  I  think  we  demonstrated 
something.  We  demonstrated  that  we  are 
not  going  to  be  pushed  around,  that  we 
are  going  to  fight.  Even  if  we  lose,  we  will 
fight,  for  it  is  truly  better  to  have  fought 
and  lost  than  to  have  never  fought  at  all 
and  I  thank  you  for  the  support  you  gave 
us.  I  thank  you  for  the  moral  support,  for 
the  monetary  support  and  contributing  to 
the  lawsuit  and  for  the  friendship  you 
have  given  us.  If  it  had  not  been  for  that 
I  don't  think  that  my  wife  and  I  could  have 
made  it  through  and  we  appreciate  it  and 
we  thank  you. 


Holmes  Unanimous 
Choice  as  President 

From  The  State,  December  8,  1981 

A  long-time  troubleshooter  in  state 
government,  Dr.  A.  Baron  Holmes  IV, 
never  intended  to  stay  more  than  a  few 
months  at  the  South  Carolina  School  for 
the  Deaf,  Blind,  and  Multi-Handicapped 
at  Cedar  Spring. 

However,  last  week  he  accepted  the 
school  board's  unanimous  appointment 
as  president  of  the  institution,  ending  a 
two-year  national  search  for  a  chief 
executive. 

Holmes,  36,  had  served  since  October 
1980  in  an  interim  capacity,  planning  to 
step  down  as  soon  as  a  replacement  was 
found. 

But  Board  Chairman  Doug  Dent  of 
Greenville  said  the  search  committee 
couldn't  find  anyone  to  top  Holmes,  who 
has  expertise  in  politics  and  economics, 
and  who  has  the  endorsement  of  both 
deaf  and  blind  statewide  associations. 

"Dr.  Holmes  has  proved  himself  an 
outstanding  administrator  during  his  short 
time  at  the  school,"  Dent  said.  "We  are 
particularly  happy  to  have  someone  with 
Dr.  Holmes'  expertise  in  state  govern- 
ment and  economics  to  guide  the  school 
through  this  period  of  budgetary 
restraint." 

Holmes  stepped  in  to  tackle  a  host  of 
problems  after  the  school  had  trouble 
finding  and  keeping  a  president,  begin- 
ning with  the  retirement  of  Newton  F. 
Walker  that  June. 

Walker  was  a  grandson  of  the  founder 
and  fifth  in  his  family  to  head  the  school. 
His  successor,  Dr.  Richard  E.  Hyer  Jr., 
stayed  three  weeks  before  resigning  sud- 
denly and  without  public  explanation  to 
return  to  his  former  job  as  superintendent 
of  the  Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind  at 


Macon. 

The  board  turned  to  Holmes  because 
of  his  intense  involvement  in  a  study  of 
management  problems  at  Cedar  Springs. 
That  study  was  conducted  by  the  state 
Reorganization  Commission,  where 
Holmes  was  special  projects  director. 

Before  that,  Holmes  had  held  a  series 
of  complex  government  jobs  that  began 
shortly  after  he  earned  his  doctorate  from 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  and  his 
master's  from  Princeton. 

Holmes  had  been  an  energy  adviser  to 
former  Gov.  John  C.  West  and  research 
director  of  the  South  Carolina  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee. 

He  designed  the  capital  improvements 
plan  now  used  by  the  state  and  was  in- 
strumental in  establishment  of  the  state 
Bond  Review  Committee. 

At  the  Reorganization  Commission,  he 
was  involved  in  the  study  of  management 
problems  at  the  Medical  University  of 
South  Carolina  and  in  state  purchasing, 
personnel  and  motor  vehicle  programs. 

At  the  School  for  the  Deaf,  Blind  and 
Multi-Handicapped,  Holmes  declined  use 
of  a  state  car  and  refused  to  live  in  the 
president's  mansion,  opting  instead  for 
an  apartment  in  the  administration 
building. 

The  door  was  open  to  students  and 
staff,  and  Holmes  started  right  away 
learning  sign  language.  He  also  began 
preparations  to  certify  the  multi- 
handicapped  school  for  Medicaid 
payments. 

The  school  serves  500  students.  They 
live  on  the  campus  during  the  school 
week  but  spend  weekends  at  home. 


Judge  Clements 
Approves  of  Blind  Jurors 

(Editor's  Note:  While  the  blind  juror  legisla- 
tion cannot  be  introduced  in  1982  because 
of  the  rules  of  the  General  Assembly, 
Judge  Clements'  letter  is  very  relevant  to 
this  situation.) 

October  28,  1981 
Dear  Don: 

I  must  apologize  for  not  having 
responded  to  your  letter  of  August  31, 
1 981 ,  concerning  the  amendment  of  the 
jury  statute,  relating  to  blind  persons  serv- 
ing on  juries.  My  delay  in  part,  was  due 
to  the  fact,  that  I  am  co-executor  of  a 
deceased  relative's  will,  in  which,  many 
problems  arose,  that  required  my  atten- 
tion and  time. 

I  share  fully  the  statements  that  you 
made  in  your  letter,  concerning  this  mat- 
ter. As  an  attorney,  I  have  tried  all  types 
of  cases,  criminal,  civil,  before  juries,  in 
the  several  courts,  of  our  State.  I  have 
argued  cases  before  our  Supreme  Court. 
As  Master  in  Equity,  for  Florence  Coun- 
ty, for  more  than  twenty  years,  I  have 
heard,  every  kind  of  Equity  case  im- 
aginable. These  include  accounting 
cases,  requiring  study  and  analysis  of 
documents,  accounting  ledgers,  etc.  also, 
I  have  had  brought  before  me  cases  in- 
volving boundary  disputes,  wherein, 
surveys  were  involved,  partition  in  kind, 
mortgage  foreclosure,  divorce  cases, 
partnership  dissolutionment  and  the  like. 
I  will  state  emphatically  that  my  total  blind- 
ness, has  not  interferred  with,  nor  caus- 
ed any  problems  in  any  of  these  cases. 

There  is  no  reason,  in  my  opinion,  why 
any  person,  who  happens  to  be  legally  or 
totally  blind,  cannot  adequately  discharge 
his  or  her  duties  as  a  member  of  any  jury 
in  any  of  the  courts  of  our  State,  provid- 
ed he  or  she,  is  otherwise  qualified. 
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I  appreciate  your  kind  remarks, 
concerning  my  career  in  the  legal,  judicial 
and  legislative  fields.  I  voluntarily  retired 
in  October,  1980,  some  three  years 
before  the  expiration  of  my  term  of  office. 
I  am  now  living  part  of  the  time  at 
Longboat  Key,  Florida.  Please  use  my 
Florida  address  for  all  further 
correspondence. 

I  wish  to  congratulate  you,  Don  on  your 
appointment  by  the  Governor,  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  the  South  Carolina  School  for  the  Deaf 
and  Blind,  where  I  know  you  will  serve 
capably  and  with  dedication.  You  have 
done  much  in  your  years  of  service  in 
various  capacities  to  help  our  fellow  blind. 
You  may  use  this  letter  in  any  way  you 
see  fit. 

I  remain 
Sincerely  yours 
J.  B.  Clements 


Alumni  Holds  Annual  Meeting 

The  Alumni  Association  meeting  of  the 
South  Carolina  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
the  Blind  was  held  on  Saturday, 
November  21,  1981  at  the  School.  The 
highlight  of  the  event  was  the  Saturday 
evening  banquet.  Mr.  Doug  Dent  of 
Greenville,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  School,  gave  the 
keynote  address.  The  School's  President, 
Dr.  Baron  Holmes,  also  spoke  to  the 
former  students.  Both  Chairman  Dent  and 
President  Holmes  reported  continuing 
progress  at  the  School  despite  funding 
cutbacks  and  reduction  in  staff.  Robert  L. 
Oglesby  of  Spartanburg  was  re-elected 
President  of  the  Alumni  Association.  The 
immediate  past  president  of  the  School, 
Mr.  N.  F.  Walker,  was  a  welcomed  guest 
at  the  banquet.  Approximately  forty  per- 
sons were  in  attendance  during  this  one- 
day  event. 


Whittle  Receives  Promotion 

Jerry  Whittle,  who  joined  the  staff  of  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  in  January 
1981,  has  been  promoted  from  Staff 
Assistant  to  Special  Projects  Director.  A 
native  of  Clemson  and  a  graduate  of 
Clemson  University,  Jerry  has  been  ac- 
tive in  the  Federation  since  1976  and 
served  as  the  first  president  of  the 
Oconee  County  Chapter. 

In  December  of  1980,  Jerry  received 
his  master's  degree  from  the  University 
of  Tennessee  in  Knoxville.  Having  long 
expressed  a  desire  to  pursue  a  career 
with  the  Federation,  Jerry  has  steadily 
developed  programs  at  the  Federation 
Center  of  the  Blind.  Jerry  is  people 
oriented  and  is  very  good  with  persons  of 
all  ages.  Possessing  a  pleasant  personali- 
ty, Jerry  gets  along  with  everyone  very 
well.  As  a  gifted  writer,  he  is  always  us- 
ing his  talent  to  further  the  programs  of 
the  Federation. 

In  his  new  position  as  Special  Projects 
Director,  Jerry  will  continue  to  promote  a 
variety  of  projects,  and  serve  the  Federa- 
tion in  other  valuable  roles.  Federationists 
will  want  to  congratulate  Jerry  on  his  new 
position.  Certainly  all  of  us  feel  fortunate 
that  he  is  working  with  the  Federation. 
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Making  Most  of  Life  is  a  Bright  Insight 

From  The  State  December  21,  1981 


(Editor's  Note:  Steve  was  recently  elected 
president  of  the  Aiken  County  Chapter  of 
the  NFB  of  SC) 

Steve,  34,  is  a  partially  sighted  Aiken 
resident  who  works  for  a  finance 
company. 

He  is  legally  blind  because  of  a  pro- 
gressive, often  hereditary,  eye  disease 
known  as  retinitis  pigmentosa,  a 
degeneration  of  the  retina  that  results  in 
a  loss  of  peripheral  and  night  vision. 

Steve  has  known  for  a  long  time  that 
he  is  going  blind,  but  he  has  prepared 
himself. 

His  preparation  for  living  with  blindness 
displays  his  determination  to  succeed  and 
the  willingness  of  his  employer  to  help 
Steve  maintain  his  job. 

The  cooperation  between  Steve's 
employer,  Barclays  American/Finance, 
and  the  South  Carolina  Commission  for 
the  Blind  demonstrates  a  mutual  desire 
to  see  a  productive  individual  continue  to 
work  for  the  benefit  of  all  involved. 

"I  thought  everybody  else  saw  the 
same  way  I  did,"  Steve  said  while  recall- 
ing his  first  encounter  with  visual  prob- 
lems in  the  early  1970's.  He  was  refer- 
red from  his  regular  physician  to  an 
ophthalmologist  who  conducted  an  ex- 
amination and  then  called  Steve  into  his 
office. 

"The  doctor  began  filling  out  a  form 
and  told  me  he  could  certify  me  for 
disability  right  then  and  there.  I  asked  him 
what  he  was  talking  about,  and  he  told 
me  I  was  legally  blind!" 

It  took  time  for  Steve  to  cope  with  that 
statement.  In  fact,  "it  was  two  or  three 
years  before  I  overcame  the  psychologi- 
cal problems  of  blindness,"  Steve  said. 


"The  worst  thing  at  the  time  was  I  had 
trouble  with  the  fact  that  I  couldn't  drive 
an  automobile,"  Steve  said.  "I  got  to  the 
point  I  didn't  trust  myself  on  the  road,  so 
I  gave  up  my  license." 

Inability  to  drive  created  a  few  changes 
in  his  family  lifestyle  too.  Steve  has  to  rely 
on  his  wife  to  chauffeur  him  places.  At 
work,  fellow  employees  drove  him  around 
the  Aiken  area  until  a  change  in  job 
responsibilities  eliminated  the  need  for 
him  to  travel. 

"Barclays  American  has  been  super  in 
their  efforts  to  accommodate  me  and  my 
working  conditions,"  he  said.  "They  have 
been  very  cooperative;  in  fact  they  have 
gone  overboard." 

Barclays  installed  extra  lighting  in 
Steve's  office  to  give  him  the  concen- 
trated rays  needed  to  do  paperwork  and 
read  credit  reports  on  prospective 
customers.  Heather  Campbell,  personnel 
relations  manager  for  Barclays  American 
in  the  firm's  Charlotte,  N.  C,  cooperate 
headquarters,  was  instrumental  in  secur- 
ing professional  assistance  and  counsel- 
ing for  him  from  the  South  Carolina  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind. 

Jim  Davis  of  the  Commission  met  with 
Steve  in  August  1980  and  recommend- 
ed special  optical  equipment  that  would 
help  him  use  his  residual  vision.  Steve 
was  loaned  a  closed-circuit  television 
system  to  aid  in  reading  small  print  and 
credit  reports,  along  with  a  lighted 
magnifier  and  a  calculator. 

Davis  talked  at  length  with  Steve  about 
accepting  a  loss  of  sight,  and  Steve  was 
advised  to  look  into  an  outreach  program 
being  conducted  in  the  Aiken  area  by  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 
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In  the  fall  of  1980,  Steve  began  taking 
lessons  at  the  outreach  program  under 
the  guidance  of  Ed  Robinson,  mobility 
specialist  for  the  Commission.  Robinson 
made  himself  available  to  work  during 
Steve's  lunch  hour. 

Steve  progressed  with  the  basic  skills 
and  continued  to  work  toward  crossing  a 
street  by  himself  while  wearing  a  blind- 
fold. He  was  a  little  nervous  about  the 
crossing,  but  later  boasted,  "Ed  had 
prepared  me  so  well  that  by  the  time  we 
reached  the  point  where  I  had  to  cross  a 
street  by  myself,  I  had  all  the  confidence 
in  the  world" 

"A  person  with  a  visual  problem  can 
get  around  as  well  as  a  sighted  person 
with  the  proper  training  and  confidence. 
You  can  go  anywhere  and  do  just  about 
anything  with  pride,"  Steve  said. 

Education  of  the  public  about  the 
abilities  of  a  properly  trained  blind  per- 
sons, and  blindness  itself,  is  a  serious 
need. 

"A  blind  person  wants  to  be  accepted 
like  anyone  else,"  Steve  said. 

Steve  is  concerned  that  sighted  people 
tend  to  ignore  blind  people.  "I  sometimes 
think  the  general  public  feels  you 
shouldn't  enjoy  things  because  you  are 
blind.  You'll  find  me  at  Clemson  and 
South  Aiken  High  football  games  during 
the  season. 

A  blind  person  still  gets  the  same  thrill 
of  the  sport,  the  crowd  noise,  and  the  en- 
thusiasm even  if  they  can't  see.  My  son 
played  second  base  on  a  local  baseball 
team.  I  couldn't  see  him,  but  I  could  en- 
joy the  game  just  the  same  and  feel 
proud  of  his  accomplishments. 

Steve  had  advice  for  people  who  are 
going  blind  and  those  who  are  already 
blind: 

"The  main  thing  is  that  people  who 
have  a  visual  impairment  need  to  first 
overcome  the  psychological  problems 


connected  with  a  loss  of  sight,  and  then 
be  able  to  accept  this  and  extend  a  hand 
for  help.  It's  a  hand  of  friendship,  not  a 
hand-out. 

"I  would  admonish  them  to  admit  they 
have  a  problem,  then  seek  help  and 
assistance  available  through  the  various 
agencies  and  their  employer.  But,  the  first 
step  is  with  the  person." 

He  also  advised  people  to  plan  for  the 
future.  "If  I  plan  and  prepare  ahead,"  he 
said,  "I  can  use  the  training  and  tech- 
niques I've  learned  in  another  field.  I  can 
be  an  asset,  not  a  liability." 

The  family  has  to  accept  too.  "All  my 
family  has  been  good.  My  children  are  ex- 
ceptionally good  with  me  when  we  go  out 
at  night  because  I  can't  see  anything  in 
dim  light."  he  said. 

Steve  has  reached  a  level  of  self- 
satisfaction.  "I  have  been  able  to  keep  my 
self-esteem  and  have  realized  I  can  be 
whatever  I  want  to  be.  I  can  continue  to 
be  a  productive  member  of  my  family  and 
society. 

"If  it  had  not  been  for  Barclays 
American,  the  South  Carolina  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind,  the  equipment  they 
loaned  me,  the  adaptation  of  my  job  skills 
and  the  faith  of  my  family  and  church,  I 
would  not  be  working  today.  I  felt  I  could 
do  more,  but  I  didn't  know  how  to  do  it. 

"Barclays  American  has  been  super 
throughout  this  whole  process,  and  they 
have  set  an  example  for  other  companies 
to  follow. 

Preparation,  as  part  of  acceptance  of 
blindness,  Steve  said,  is  one  of  the  main 
elements  in  achieving  independence,  and 
acceptance  begins  with  the  individual. 

He  smiled  broadly  and  said,  "If  it  is  to 
be,  it  is  up  to  me!" 
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Flashback 

(Editor's  Note:  20  years  ago  the  organized 
blind  were  on  the  job  promoting  benefits 
for  the  state's  blind.  The  following  article 
appeared  in  the  May  1962  issue  of  the 
Palmetto  Auroran.) 

$300,000  Again  Appropriated  for  Cash 
Assistance  to  the  Blind 

S.  C.'s  General  Assembly  for  the  sec- 
ond straight  year  has  appropriated  for 
the  1962-63  fiscal  year  $300,000  which 
has  been  ear-marked  as  cash  assistance 
to  the  needy  blind.  Prior  to  the  conven- 
ing of  the  1962  General  Assembly,  the 
S.  C.  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind  learned  that 
the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
for  the  first  time  had  requested  the  sum 
of  $300,000  for  this  category,  and  as  a 
result  the  club  was  glad  to  support  the 
department.  In  1961  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  submitted  a  request  of 
$250,000  for  aid  to  the  needy  blind. 

The  Aurora  Club  commends  the 
Welfare  Department  in  hiking  its  1962 
budget  request  by  $50,000  over  1 961 .  In 
addition,  the  club  is  proud  to  have  played 
a  leading  role  in  these  legislative  gains 
for  the  blind  of  the  State.  We  trust  that 
more  team  work  of  this  type  will  occur  in 
the  future. 

Minneapolis  Trip 
Getting  Ever  Closer 

The  1982  national  convention  to  be 
held  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  is  only  a 
few  months  away.  Before  any  of  us  hardly 
realize  it,  two  chartered  buses  will  be 
departing  from  the  Federation  Center  of 
the  Blind  in  Columbia  on  Saturday,  July 
3rd.  Plans  have  been  made  for  overnight 
stops  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana  at  the  Days 
Inn  on  both  Saturday  night,  July  3rd  and 
on  Saturday  night,  July  10th.  Days  Inns 


have  a  good  reputation  and  rates  are 
reasonable  —  singles  $25.09,  doubles 
$28.69  and  $4.00  for  each  additional  per- 
son in  the  room.  As  in  the  past  it  will  be 
necessary  for  you  to  make  an  advance 
deposit  for  the  two  nights;  however  all  ar- 
rangements are  being  coordinated  at  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  which  is 
working  with  a  local  travel  agency.  Thus, 
you  should  make  your  reservation  directly 
with  the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind, 
119  S.  Kilboume  Road,  Columbia,  S.  C. 
29205.  Please  send  in  your  reservation 
as  soon  as  possible.  It  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  send  a  $25.00  check  or  money 
order  with  your  reservation  and  $25".00 
deposit  to  the  Federation  Center  no  later 
than  June  1 ,  1 982.  Naturally,  the  $25.00 
deposit  will  be  applied  toward  the  cost  of 
the  room  for  the  two  nights.  Your  deposit 
of  $25.00  is  not  refundable.  Thus,  if  you 
are  riding  the  bus,  you  must  be  sure  of 
your  attendance.  Persons  making  reser- 
vations on  the  two  chartered  buses  after 
June  1 ,  cannot  be  guaranteed  a  seat  on 
the  bus  or  an  accommodation  at  Days 
Inn;  therefore,  if  you  plan  to  ride  the  bus, 
make  your  reservation  immediately.  As  in 
the  past  all  bus  reservations  will  be  taken 
on  a  first  come,  first  serve  basis.  Should 
you  file  your  reservation  after  capacity  of 
both  buses  have  been  exhausted,  there 
can  be  no  assurance  that  you  will  be  ac- 
commodated since  drop-outs  cannot  be 
relied  upon. 

A  trip  of  this  scope,  involving  two 
chartered  buses  with  overnight  stops  re- 
quires considerable  planning.  Send  a 
check  or  money  order  for  $25.00  as  a 
deposit  toward  your  room.  Please  be  sure 
to  make  your  check  or  money  order 
payable  to  the  NFB  of  SC.  If  you  have  any 
further  questions,  please  call  the  Federa- 
tion Center  of  the  Blind  at  254-3777. 

Federationists,  it  is  essential  for  all 
tickets  which  were  distributed  at  the 
statewide    seminar    be    sold    by   the 
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chapters  and  divisions  if  the  cost  of  the 
two  chartered  buses  is  to  be  met.  We  can 
have  a  large  delegation  at  the  national 
convention  if  we  all  work  together. 
Remember  to  make  your  hotel  reserva- 
tion directly  with  the  Leamington  Hotel, 
1014  Third  Avenue  South,  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota  55404.  Also,  remember  to 
send  along  a  $20.00  deposit  to  the  Leam- 
ington Hotel  which  is  not  refundable  but 
will  be  applied  toward  the  cost  of  the  hotel 
room. 

Federation  Center  Acquires 
SCOIS  Computer  Terminal 

The  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind 
recently  acquired  a  computer  terminal 
from  SCOIS.  SCOIS  —  The  South 
Carolina  Occupational  Information 
System  is  a  computerized  delivery  system 
of  up-to-date  career,  occupational  and 
educational  information.  SCOIS  was 
established  by  the  S.  C.  Occupational  In- 
formation Coordinating  Committee,  a 
consortium  of  state  agencies  including 
the  S.  C.  Employment  Security  Commis- 
sion, the  Office  of  the  Governor,  the 
Department  of  Education,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Vocational  Rehabilitation,  the 
State  Board  for  Technical  and  Com- 
prehensive Education,  and  the  Commis- 
sion on  Higher  Education.  The  consor- 
tium is  dedicated  to  providing  a 
systematic  information  system  for  explor- 
ing career  plans  and  jobs.  Both  local  and 
national  information  is  provided. 

The  Federation  Center  plans  to  use  the 
terminal  to  explore  vocational  interests, 
for  career  planning,  to  explore  educa- 
tional options,  and  job  openings,  and  to 
provide  up-to-date  job  information  to  JOB 
applicants  and  others  interested  in  seek- 
ing employment. 

All  staff  members  have  received  train- 
ing in  the  operation  of  the  terminal  with 


particular  emphasis  on  accessing  the 
Jobbank  file  and  the  Occupational  in- 
terest file.  If  you  would  like  to  find  out 
more  about  this  exciting  new  program  of- 
fered by  the  Federation  Center,  please 
contact  any  member  of  the  staff. 

Chimes  Donated  for  the 

Dr.  Sam  Lawton 
Memorial  Assembly  Hall 

In  loving  memory  of  her  beloved  hus- 
band, Dr.  Samuel  Miller  Lawton;  Mrs. 
Alice  Lawton  has  donated  a  set  of 
Westminster  Chimes  to  the  Dr.  Sam 
Lawton  Memorial  Assembly  Hall  at  Rocky 
Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind.  The 
Westminster  Chimes  will  play  a  variety  of 
melodies  on  the  hour  and  on  the  half- 
hour.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Rocky 
Bottom  Camp  of  Blind  and  the  entire 
membership  of  the  NFB  of  SC  wish  to 
thank  Mrs.  Lawton  and  the  Lawton  fami- 
ly for  this  wonderful  gift.  The  chimes  will 
serve  as  a  constant  reminder  to  us  of  the 
beloved  founder  of  our  organization.  The 
Rocky  Bottom  community  will  also  be 
enriched  by  the  beautiful  sounds  of  these 
chimes. 

State  Convention  to  be 
Hosted  by  National  Champs 

Clemson  University,  national  football 
champions,  will  host  the  1982  convention 
of  the  NFB  of  SC.  The  Clemson  House, 
located  on  the  campus  of  Clemson 
University,  will  serve  as  headquarters  for 
our  convention.  Federation  officials  are 
presently  working  out  details  with  the 
management  of  the  Clemson  House. 

In  the  May  issue  of  the  Palmetto  Blind 
there  will  be  complete  details.  Room  rates 
will  be  extremely  low  and  accommoda- 
tions will  be  good.  Please  do  not  make 
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your  reservation  at  this  time.  As  was  the 
case  in  1980  and  1981,  all  reservations 
will  be  processed  at  the  Federation 
Center  of  the  Blind. 

In  order  for  Clemson  University  to  bet- 
ter accommodate  the  NFB  of  SC,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  change  the  convention 
dates  to  August  6,  7,  and  8,  1982,  one 
week  later  than  originally  scheduled.  Just 
as  all  of  us  are  proud  of  Clemson's  foot- 
ball team,  the  Federation's  convention  for 
1982  will  also  be  of  championship  caliber. 
Be  sure  to  mark  these  dates  on  your  cal- 
endar —  August  6,  7,  and  8,  1982. 

White  Oak  Retreat 
for  Blind  Scheduled 

The  Missions  Department  of  the  S.  C. 
Baptist  Convention  is  planning  a  retreat 
for  the  blind  at  White  Oak  Conference 
Center  located  near  Winnsboro  for  Friday 
evening,  April  16  and  Saturday,  April  17, 
1982.  The  retreat  will  begin  Friday  at  5:00 
p.m.  with  registration,  dinner  at  6:00  p.m. 
and  will  close  at  2:00  p.m.  on  Saturday. 
The  cost  will  be  $19.00  per  person  with 
two  people  in  a  room  or  $23.00  per  per- 
son with  one  in  a  room.  In  addition  there 
will  be  a  $3.00  registration  fee. 

The  following  statement  is  a  new  policy 
at  White  Oak.  "A  deposit  of  $10.00  per 
person  is  required.  If  a  cancellation  is 
made  two  months  in  advance,  the  full 
amount  will  be  refunded.  If  a  cancellation 
is  made  30-59  days  in  advance,  one-half 
of  the  deposit  will  be  refunded.  There  will 
be  no  refund  for  cancellations  made  less 
than  a  month  prior  to  a  meeting." 

To  register,  send  your  name,  address, 
and  phone  number  to  White  Oak  Con- 
ference Center,  White  Oak,  S.  C.  29176. 
Please  state  that  you  are  registering  for 
the  Retreat  for  the  Blind.  A  deposit  of 
$1 0.00  must  accompany  your  letter.  Just 
remember,  April  16-17,  1982  are  the 
dates. 


From  the  President's  Desk 

by  Donald  Capps 

1982  has  certainly  begun  with  a  flurry 
of  activity;  so  much  is  going  on.  There  ap- 
pears to  be  good  reason  for  optimism  as 
well  as  cause  for  genuine  concern.  The 
Federation  family  in  South  Carolina  is  cer- 
tainly vibrant  and  growing.  Anyone 
attending  the  statewide  seminar  in 
January  could  tell  at  a  glimpse  that  the 
Federation  is  an  organization  full  of  vitality 
and  unity.  The  Federation  continues  to 
work  with  many  state  officials  in  seeking 
improvement  for  blind  citizens  in  all 
areas. 

In  November  two  of  the  state's  constitu- 
tional officers,  Comptroller  General  — 
Earle  E.  Morris,  Jr.  and  Adjutant  General 
—  T.  Eston  Marchant,  visited  Rocky  Bot- 
tom Camp  of  the  Blind.  The  Attorney 
General  of  South  Carolina,  Daniel 
McLeod,  was  with  us  for  our  statewide 
seminar  in  January  and  provided  valuable 
information  and  advice.  While  the  Federa- 
tion continues  to  be  disappointed  in  re- 
cent court  decisions  affecting  the  blind, 
these  rulings  are  only  temporary  set- 
backs, and  simply  challenge  Federation 
officials  to  work  harder  for  realistic 
solutions. 

It  was  good  to  see  so  many  new 
Federationists  at  the  recent  statewide 
seminar.  While  the  NFB  of  SC  is  already 
a  large  statewide  organization,  we  need 
even  more  members  as  it  is  important  for 
the  organization  to  be  as  representative 
as  possible.  Additionally,  each  member 
has  much  to  offer  and  there  is  strength 
in  numbers.  The  NFB  of  SC  strives  to 
keep  pace  with  the  changing  times  in 
which  we  live. 

We  are  pleased  over  the  installation  of 
a  new  computer  terminal  at  the  Federa- 
tion Center  of  the  Blind  which  unques- 
tionably will  be  a  useful  service.  Federa- 
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tionists  continue  to  give  generously  to 
help  us  keep  pace  with  technological 
changes.  The  computer  terminal  was  pur- 
chased through  sacrificial  giving  of 
Federationists. 

Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  con- 
tinues to  be  supported  by  individuals, 
Federationists,  chapters,  divisions,  and 
other  supporters.  The  NFB  of  SC  has 
grown  so  much  in  recent  years  that  it  has 
become  an  extremely  big  program  and 
more  sophisticated  in  character.  We  now 
enjoy  much  interaction  with  other  agen- 
cies, organizations  and  state  officials.  All 
of  this  is  to  say  that  the  blind  citizens  of 
South  Carolina  are  far  better  off  because 
the  NFB  of  SC  exists  and  is  on  the  job 
each  day  across  the  state.  As  evidenced 
in  the  articles  appearing  in  this  issue  of 
the  Palmetto  Blind,  there  are  many 
challenges  with  which  we  are  confronted. 
However,  there  are  many  opportunities 
for  us  as  Federationists  and  all  of  us  must 
re-double  our  efforts  to  carry  out  our  pro- 
grams in  the  most  effective  manner.  In  re- 
cent months  we  have  done  considerable 
travel  across  the  state  and  it  is  quite  ap- 
parent that  the  Federation  family  is  united 
and  working  hard.  We  salute  our 
statewide  membership  and  wish  for  each 
and  every  one  of  you  the  finest  year  you 
have  ever  had. 


Final  Thought 

At  Day's  End 

Is  anybody  happier  because 

you  passed  his  way? 
Does  anyone  remember  that 

you  spoke  to  him  today? 
The  day  is  almost  over,  and 

its  toiling  time  is  through; 
Is  there  anyone  to  utter  now 

a  kindly  word  to  you? 
Can  you  say  tonight,  in  part- 
ing with  the  day  that's 

slipping  fast, 
That  you  helped  a  single 

brother  of  the  many 

that  you  passed? 
Is  a  single  heart  rejoicing  over 

what  you  did  or  said; 
Does  the  man  whose  hopes 

were  fading  now  with 

courage  look  ahead 
Did  you  waste  the  day,  or 

lose  it?  Was  it  well  or 

sorely  spent? 
Did  you  leave  a  trail  of  kind- 
ness, or  a  scar  of  dis- 
content? 
As  you  close  your  eyes  in 

slumber,  do  You  think 

that  God  will  say, 
You  have  earned  one  more 

tomorrow  by  the  work 

you  did  today"? 

—  John  Hall 
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The  Voice  of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
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Commissioner  Bowles,  President  Capps,  and  First  Vice  President  Bell  celebrate 
the  dedication  of  the  Robert  R.  Bell  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind. 


MAY  1982 


The  Voice  of  users.  If  you  should  receive  a  bad  tape, 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  please  let  the  Center  know  fey  dropping 

of  South  Carolina  us  a  note  enclosed  with  the  bad  cassette 

(Formerly  The  South  Carolina  so  that  appropriate  action  may  be  taken 

Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind,  Inc.)  to  remove  that  cassette  from  our  library. 

Editor:  Donald  C.  Capps  *raille  and  PrJnt  c°Pies  maV  ^  retained 

by  recipients  tor  their  personal  libraries. 
Published  Quarterly  If  you  or  a  friend  wish  to  remember 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  The  South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the 

South  Carolina,  formerly  known  as  The  Blind,  Inc.,  also  known  as  The  National 

South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind,  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina, 

is  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the  state  in  your  will  you  can  do  so  by  employing 

of  South  Carolina  to  promote  the  social,  the  following  language: 
spiritual  and  economic  well-being  of  all 
the  blind  of  South  Carolina.  "I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  The 

The  Palmetto  Blind  is  provided  free  of  South  Carolina  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind, 

charge  by  The  National  Federation  of  the  Inc.      also      known      as      The      National 

Blind  of  South  Carolina  to  all  blind  South  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina, 

Carolinians    and    other    interested    per-  P.  O.  Box  4174,  Columbia,  S.  C.  the  sum 

sons,  and  is  available  in  print,  audio  cas-  of  $ (or" percent  of 

sette    editions,     and     braille    from     the  my  net  estate",  or   "the  following  stocks 

Federation  Center  of  the  Blind.  and  bonds: ")   to  be  used  for 

Readers   who   receive  the  audio  cas-  its  worthy  purposes  on  behalf  of  blind 

sette  editions  are  requested  to  handle  persons  and  to  be  held  and  administered 

the  tapes  with  care  and  to  a/ways  return  by  direction  of  its  Executive  Committee 

them  promptly  for  the  benefit  of  other  and  Board  of  Directors." 
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Another  Federation  Facility  Serving  Blind 


The  Robert  R.  Bell  Federation  Center 
of  the  Blind  was  dedicated  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  April  25.  This  becomes  the 
third  Federation  facility  in  South  Carolina 
providing  services  to  the  blind.  In  1961, 
the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  was 
established  in  Columbia  and  was  expand- 
ed in  1970  and  again  in  1978,  and  has 
served  the  state's  blind  since  its  incep- 
tion. Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind 
was  officially  established  in  January  1979. 
The  Robert  R.  Bell  Federation  Center  of 
the  Blind  was  made  possible  primarily  as 
a  result  of  two  or  three  benefactors  who 
live  in  the  Laurens  area.  However, 
through  the  resourcefulness  and 
generosity  of  the  Laurens  County  Chapter 
members  and  other  friends,  the  former 
residence  has  been  beautifully  renovated 
and  furnished.  It  will  provide  a  useful  and 
functional  center  for  the  blind  of  that  area. 
The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina  congratulates  its  First 
Vice  President  Robert  R.  Bell,  for  whom 
this  Center  is  named,  as  well  as  the  en- 
tire Laurens  County  Chapter.  There  was 
good  news  media  coverage  of  the 
dedicatory  service.  For  the  benefit  of 
Palmetto  Blind  readers,  two  of  the  articles, 
one  being  an  editorial,  are  being  herewith 
reproduced. 


New  center  'beacon'  to  blind 

Laurens  County  Advertiser,  April  26,  1982 

A  dream  came  true  for  Laurens  Coun- 
ty's blind  citizens  on  a  wet,  cold  Sunday 
afternoon  with  the  dedication  of  the 
Robert  R.  Bell  Federation  Center  of  the 
Blind. 

More  than  75  people,  including  state 
and  local  officials  from  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind,  braved  the  cold 
rain  to  attend  the  dedication  service  on 


the  porch  of  the  center  at  1103  N.  Harper 
Street  in  Laurens. 

Bell,  for  whom  the  Center  is  named, 
has  served  as  an  officer  in  the  Greenville 
County  and  Laurens  County  chapters  of 
the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina.  He  has  also  served  on 
the  governing  board  of  the  South  Carolina 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 

"The  Bell  Center  will  stand  as  a  tangi- 
ble expression  of  the  blind  in  this  area," 
said  Donald  C.  Capps,  president  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina.  "It  will  represent  a  beacon  of 
hope  to  the  blind. 

"It  will  bring  together  the  blind  from  all 
walks  of  life,  some  who  have  accepted 
their  blindness  and  some  who,  unfortu- 
nately, have  not,"  Capps  said.  "We  will 
have  meetings,  discussions  and  con- 
ferences (at  the  center).  Other  people  will 
join  us  (and)  we  will  be  accepted  as  indi- 
viduals." 

"I  think  the  (Bell)  Center  ties  in  with  the 
(goals  of  the)  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  and  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina."  he  said.  "Sim- 
ply put,  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  (goal)  is  to  promote  equality,  oppor- 
tunity and  security  for  the  nation's  blind." 

"They  are  truly  noble  goals,"  Capps 
said,  adding  that  the  blind  seek  equality 
of  education,  the  opportunity  to  be  em- 
ployed and  the  security  from  fear. 

"When  we  dedicate  something,  we  put 
it  aside,"  said  State  Senator  David  Taylor. 

The  legislator  recalled  participating  in 
the  organizational  meeting  of  the  Laurens 
County  Chapter  of  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina  in  1 975. 

"This  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  ex- 
periences of  my  life,"  he  said.  "It  has 
been  a  learning  experience.  Blindness 
need  not  be  an  end  to  a  full  life.  We  must 
help  the  blind  find  jobs." 


U.  S.  Representative  Ken  Holland, 
whose  Fifth  Congressional  District  in- 
cludes Laurens  County,  lashed  out  at  the 
Reagan  Administration's  budget  cuts  and 
their  effect  on  the  blind,  including 
budgetary  cutbacks  in  vocational  educa- 
tion which  affect  the  blind. 

"We  have  a  political  philosophy  in 
Washington  that  took  power  and  said  it 
would  balance  the  (federal)  budget,"  said 
Holland,  who  announced  late  last  week 
that  he  will  not  seek  re-election  to  Con- 
gress. "It  has  gone  about  that  with  a 
vengeance." 

"(But)  we  also  have  other  budgets,"  he 
said.  "We  have  the  budget  of  human 
compassion.  We  have  the  budget  of  love 
and  understanding.  These  budgets  also 
have  to  be  balanced.  These  are  out  of  the 
budget  in  Washington." 

Maxine  Bowles,  a  commissioner  of  the 
South  Carolina  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
also  reminded  the  audience  of  budget 
cuts  but  pointed  out  that  the  blind  must 
continue  to  work  together. 

"Regardless  of  the  budget  crisis,  I  want 
to  encourage  each  of  us  not  to  forget  the 
importance  of  laboring  together,"  Mrs. 
Bowles  said. 

"There  are  challenges  we  must  face," 
she  said.  "We  must  do  it  now  and  we 
must  do  it  together ...  I  feel  like  we  have 
a  long  way  to  go.  You  know  and  I  know 
there  will  be  no  turning  back." 


Dedication  galore 

Laurens  County  Advertiser,  April  28,  1982 

A  very  special  dedication  ceremony 
was  held  Sunday  afternoon  by  a  Laurens 
County  group  overflowing  with  dedicated 
members  doing  exemplary  things  in  the 
community. 

The  Laurens  County  Chapter  of  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  dedicated   its  Robert  R.   Bell 


Federation  Center  Sunday  afternoon  by 
holding  an  open  house  and-reception. 

Located  at  1 103  North  Harper  Street  in 
Laurens,  the  center  will  be  the  group's 
headquarters  and  a  place  from  which  the 
organization's  soldiers  can  wage  their  war 
against  prejudice  and  ignorance. 

Blind  people  are  in  the  minority  and  like 
many  other  minority  groups  they  often 
become  the  victims  of  discrimination  and 
a  lack  of  understanding  on  the  part  of  the 
majority. 

The  Laurens  County  Chapter  of  the  Na- 
tional Federation  works  to  stamp  out  the 
kind  of  thinking  that  holds  back  blind  peo- 
ple, whether  it's  related  to  an  individual's 
job  or  his  everyday  life  at  home  and  in  the 
community. 

The  chapter  does  outstanding  work. 
We  congratulate  it  on  the  official  opening 
of  its  new  facility. 


State  President  Observes 
Important  Anniversary 

Thirty-five  years  ago  on  April  15,  1947 
a  tall,  lanky  teenage  boy  reported  to  work 
in  a  small  insurance  office.  Having  just 
graduated  from  business  college  and 
armed  with  his  diploma,  Donald  Capps 
was  now  employed  as  a  claims  examiner 
trainee  with  Colonial  Life  and  Accident  In- 
surance Company.  Capps  was  proud  of 
his  first  full-time  job  which  had  a  starting 
salary  of  $135.00  per  month.  Excited  over 
his  new  job,  Capps  was  eager  to  learn 
every  phase  of  the  operation  of  the  claims 
department  from  mailing  claim  forms  to 
processing  complicated  claims.  In  recog- 
nition of  35  years  of  service  to  Colonial 
Life,  Capps  received  the  following  letter 
from  the  company's  president: 

Dear  Don: 
I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  April  15 


marks  your  35th  Anniversary  with  Colo- 
nial. Congratulations  for  an  outstanding 
accomplishment! 

It  must  be  exciting  to  know  you  have 
been  part  of  the  growth  Colonial  has  ex- 
perienced since  1974.  However,  it  is  the 
loyalty  and  hard  work  of  dedicated 
employees  like  you  who  have  made  the 
Company  what  it  is  today. 

Don,  I  just  wanted  you  to  know  how 
much  we  all  appreciate  the  contributions 
you  have  made  over  the  years.  Thank  you 
for  a  job  well-done! 

Best  regards, 

Charles  B.  Beard 

In  response  to  President  Beard's  con- 
gratulatory letter,  Capps  responded  as 
follows: 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  taking  time  out 
from  your  busy  schedule  to  write  a  per- 
sonal note  to  me  extending  congratula- 


tions for  my  35th  anniversary  on  April  15. 
You  are  correct  that  it  is  exciting  to  have 
been  an  integral  part  of  such  an  outstand- 
ing Company  for  35  years.  It  has  been 
meaningful  and  rewarding  to  both  my 
family  and  myself.  Whatever  small  con- 
tributions I  have  been  able  to  make  to  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Company  is 
a  source  of  personal  pride  and  gratitude. 
Chuck,  your  kind  expression  is  sincerely 
appreciated  and  all  of  us  are  proud  of  the 
great  progress  the  Company  is  making 
under  your  leadership.  I  am  happy  to  be 
a  part  of  the  Colonial  team,  having  always 
considered  myself  as  a  Company  man, 
and  if  there  is  any  manner  in  which  I  may 
be  able  to  further  serve,  please  do  not 
hesitate  to  call  on  me. 

Sincerely, 

Don  Capps 

Capps  will  be  honored  later  in  the  year 
by  Colonial  Life  for  his  many  years  of  ser- 
vice at  a  special  recognition  banquet. 


Congressman  Napier  Responds  to  Federationists 


In  February  a  five-member  delegation 
representing  the  NFB  of  SC  proudly  par- 
ticipated in  the  "March  on  Washington," 
an  annual  program  in  which  the  blind 
themselves  call  upon  members  of  Con- 
gress to  focus  attention  upon  the  needs 
and  concerns  of  blind  Americans.  South 
Carolina  was  represented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Donald  Capps,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Gardner  and  Suzanne  Bridges.  The  en- 
tire eight-member  South  Carolina  Con- 
gressional delegation  was  visited.  Despite 
the  many  problems  facing  the  nation  at 
this  particular  time,  South  Carolina 
Federationists  were  received  warmly  and 
with  understanding.  Evidence  of  this 
understanding  and  support  is  contained 


in  a  recent  letter  to  President  Capps  from 
Congressman  Napier. 


Dear  Mr.  Capps: 

I  enjoyed  meeting  with  you  when  you 
were  in  Washington,  and  wanted  to  be  in 
touch  to  advise  you  of  action  I  have  taken 
in  regard  to  the  legislative  memorandum 
for  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind. 

First,  I  have  agreed  to  cosponsor 
Representative  Burton's  bill  requiring  the 
payment  of  minimum  wage  to  the  blind. 
In  addition,  I  have  cosponsored 
Representative  Lehman's  legislation  to 
amend   the    Social    Security   Act   and 


eliminate  the  earnings  limitation  for  the 
blind. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  Represen- 
tative Goldwater  is  currently  working  to 
draft  legislation  regarding  the  distribution 
of  federal  contracts  to  sheltered  work- 
shops. He  is  to  advise  me  when  this  has 
been  completed,  and  I  will  follow  through 
when  I  have  received  his  bill. 

Again,  it  was  a  pleasure  to  meet  with 
you,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  continue  to 
contact  me  on  issues  of  concern  to  your 
organization. 

With  kindest  regards, 

Yours  very  truly, 

John  L.  Napier 
Member  of  Congress 


Up-Date  on  The 
Spartanburg  TEC  Dilemma 

Not  since  the  mid-1970s  when  Henry 
Watts  was  the  controversial  commis- 
sioner of  the  South  Carolina  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  has  the  state's  blind  com- 
munity been  more  disturbed  that  it  has 
been  by  the  action  taken  by  Spartanburg 
TEC  officials  last  Christmas  resulting  in 
the  callous  removal  of  four  blind  vending 
facility  operators.  In  the  February  issue 
of  the  Palmetto  Blind  a  detailed  account 
was  given  of  the  inconsiderate  and  unfair 
treatment  shown  the  four  blind  South 
Carolinians  by  Spartanburg  TEC  officials. 

Immediately  after  Spartanburg  TEC  of- 
ficials gave  notice  in  September  of  1981 
to  the  blind  vendors  that  they  would  be 
forced  out  in  December,  the  NFB  of  SC 
initiated  steps  to  avert  this  tragic  loss  of 
employment.  The  blind  already  suffer  a 
back  breaking  70%  unemployment  rate. 
Commission  officials  made  frequent  con- 
tact with  Spartanburg  TEC  authorities  to 


discuss  any  concerns  they  had  regarding 
the  program.  From  the  outset,  officials  of 
Spartanburg  TEC  seemed  to  indicate  that 
their  primary  concern  was  to  have  an  ade- 
quate food  service  operation  for  their  stu- 
dent body.  They  especially  seemed  inter- 
ested in  short  order  or  hot  food  service 
and  a  salad  bar.  They  were  assured  by 
Commission  authorities  that  this  service 
could  be  provided  and  was,  in  fact,  be- 
ing provided  by  several  vending  facilities 
already  in  operation  by  the  Commission. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  President  Joe  Gault 
of  Spartanburg  TEC,  accompanied  by 
Commission  officials,  came  to  Columbia 
to  visit  vending  facilities  operated  by  the 
blind  which  featured  hot  foods  and  a 
salad  bar.  At  that  time,  President  Gault 
appeared  satisfied. 

Notwithstanding  onsight  visits  and  all 
other  attempts  to  persuade  Spartanburg 
TEC  officials  not  to  remove  the  blind 
workers,  all  appeals  for  continued  em- 
ployment of  the  blind  fell  on  deaf  ears.  In 
an  eleventh  hour  attempt  to  salvage  the 
jobs  for  the  blind  workers  litigation  was 
filed  against  Spartanburg  TEC.  In  what 
appears  to  be  apologetic  language, 
Judge  Stephen  ruled  that  the  two 
statutes,  namely  the  Vending  Facility  Law 
and  the  Model  White  Cane  Law,  ap- 
peared to  be  unclear  or  ambiguous.  Rely- 
ing upon  what  he  considered  to  be  lack 
of  clarity  or  ambiguity  in  the  two  statutes, 
and  using  such  legal  jargon  as  "legis- 
lative intent"  and  "legislative  scheme," 
Judge  Stephen,  despite  the  apologetic 
tone  of  his  language,  upheld  the  action 
taken  by  Spartanburg  TEC.  Once  again 
the  blind  had  come  out  on  the  short  end 
of  the  stick.  It  was  a  demoralizing  and 
devastating  blow  to  the  spirit  of  the  blind 
community  of  the  state.  Many  disagree 
with  Judge  Stephen's  ruling,  believing 
that  the  Vending  Facility  statute  and  the 
Model  White  Cane  Law  are  sufficiently 
clear  in  language,  intent,  and  purpose. 
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Legislative  Hearing  Held 

While  Judge  Stephen's  ruling  seems  to 
indicate  that  the  "legislative  scheme"  as 
applied  to  the  Vending  Facility  Law  and 
the  Model  White  Cane  Law  is  such  that 
legislative  clarification  is  in  order,  the  NFB 
of  SC  did  not  feel  that  the  1982  session 
of  the  General  Assembly  was  the  time  to 
introduce  such  legislation.  There  were 
other  considerations  as  well.  However, 
Senator  Heyward  McDonald,  democrat  of 
Richland  County,  chairs  the  Joint  Legis- 
lative Committee  on  the  Handicapped 
and  recently  called  a  meeting  of  his  com- 
mittee. The  NFB  of  SC  participated  in  this 
hearing  and  was  represented  by  Jerry 
Whittle.  The  following  paper  was  present- 
ed by  Jerry: 

"Every  citizen  of  this  state  should  be 
allowed  the  dignity  of  earning  one's  own 
living,  of  pursuing  a  lifelong  career,  of 
sustaining  a  family.  It  is  a  right  that  is 
basic  to  the  American  system  of  democ- 
racy of  government  as  guaranteed  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The 
minorities  of  this  country  have  not  always 
been  given  this  inalienable  right  to  have 
an  equal  opportunity,  nor  have  the  hand- 
icapped citizens  of  this  state  and  coun- 
try been  accorded  equal  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  their  skills  and  talents. 

"Since  it  is  now  a  well-known  fact  that 
over  70%  of  the  employable  blind  people 
are  unemployed  in  this  country,  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina  continues  to  deplore  the  action 
taken  by  Spartanburg  Technical  College 
on  December  18, 1981  in  which  four  blind 
vendors  were  removed  for  no  apparent 
reason  other  than  a  desire  to  have  their 
revenue  go  to  the  college.  These  four 
blind  vending  stand  operators  had  per- 
formed their  jobs  with  distinction  and  with 
complete  competence  during  their  tenure 
at  Spartanburg  TEC,  and  for  their  fine 


record  of  service  were  removed  without 
adequate  justification  or  compensation. 
"The  State  of  South  Carolina  has  been 
sympathetic  and  understanding  through 
legislation  to  help  all  minorities,  including 
blacks  and  women,  in  the  last  several 
years.  The  State  Legislature  has  often 
upheld  the  inalienable  right  of  all  South 
Carolinians  to  have  an  equal  opportuni- 
ty for  gainful  employment  and  the  digni- 
ty of  work;  consequently,  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina 
calls  upon  this  special  committee  and  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  to  recognize  that 
legally  blind  persons  in  this  state  con- 
stitute a  legitimate  minority,  and  that  we 
deserve  the  same  respect  due  and  ac- 
corded to  all  minorities  of  this  state.  We, 
the  blind,  seek  protection  from  purely 
mercenary  and  insensitive  actions  like 
those  taken  by  Spartanburg  TEC  officials 
against  four  South  Carolinians.  We  also 
challenge  this  committee  and  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  to  make  the  necessary 
steps  to  bring  about  a  reversal  of  such  ac- 
tions in  the  future  and  to  treat  the  blind 
with  the  same  respect  given  and  ex- 
pected by  all  citizens  in  this  state,  and  to 
protect  our  right  to  gainful  employment 
and  the  dignity  of  work." 

As  a  result  of  the  NFB  of  SC's  participa- 
tion, Senator  McDonald  appointed  a  sub- 
committee to  study  the  problems  of  the 
blind  in  the  operation  of  vending  facilities 
in  technical  colleges  with  the  subcommit- 
tee to  report  back  to  the  full  committee 
on  its  findings  and  recommendations. 
Representative  Joyce  Hearn  of  Richland 
County  was  appointed  as  chairman  of  the 
subcommittee  with  other  members  in- 
cluding Senator  Coleman  Poag  and  Fed- 
erationist  Jerry  Whittle. 

NFB  of  SC  President  Confers 
with  Spartanburg  TEC  President 

In  order  to  learn  just  what  has  been 


happening  with  the  food  service  opera- 
tion of  Spartanburg  TEC  since  the  ouster 
of  the  four  blind  workers  five  months  ago, 
NFB  of  SC  President  Donald  Capps  re- 
cently initiated  two  telephone  conversa- 
tions with  Mr.  Joe  D.  Gault,  president  of 
Spartanburg  Technical  College.  These 
conversations  revealed  many  interesting 
things.  Even  though  Spartanburg  TEC  of- 
ficials have  maintained  from  the  begin- 
ning that  they  were  simply  interested  in 
their  student  body  having  a  hot  food  ser- 
vice and  salads,  and  although  Commis- 
sioner Bowles  of  the  South  Carolina  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  had  assured  Presi- 
dent Gault  that  such  service  could  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Commission's  vending  faci- 
lities, Mr.  Gault  advised  Mr.  Capps  that 
during  the  past  five  months,  since  the 
removal  of  the  blind  workers,  the  student 
body  had  primarily  relied  upon  vending 
machines  only.  When  questioned  more 
closely  President  Gault  stated  that  ap- 
proximately once  a  month  some  of  the 
students  might  serve  such  things  as  hot 
dogs  and  even  occasionally  the  students 
might  serve  salads.  Asked  about  the  prof- 
its from  this  student  operation,  President 
Gault  indicated  that  profits  were  nominal 
and  probably  did  not  exceed  $50.00. 
Pointing  out  that  five  months  had  elapsed 
since  the  college  had  removed  the  blind 
workers,  Mr.  Capps  asked  Mr.  Gault  why 
the  student  body  and  faculty  were  still 
relying  upon  the  vending  machines  when 
they  had  instructed  the  Commission  for 
the  Blind  in  September  1981  to  remove 
all  of  the  Commission  equipment  from  the 
premises  by  December  18,  1981  in  order 
that  Spartanburg  TEC  could  install  their 
equipment. 

Mr.  Gault  first  responded  that  they  had 
had  delivery  problems  with  the  equipment 
including  difficulties  in  acquiring  table 
tops.  Capps  then  inquired  as  to  the  name 
of  the  vendor  or  equipment  company  re- 
sponsible for  delivering  and  installing  the 


food  service  equipment.  At  that  point  Mr. 
Gault  seemingly  became  concerned  and 
put  Mr.  Capps  on  hold  for  a  moment  and 
got  another  college  official  on  the  line  who 
told  a  different  story.  This  TEC  official  im- 
mediately gave  different  information  mak- 
ing it  perfectly  clear  that  there  had  been 
no  delivery  problems  with  table  tops  or 
anything  else.  In  fact,  he  confirmed  that 
no  order  had  been  placed  with  a  vendor 
or  equipment  company  to  date.  Mr. 
Capps  was  then  told  that  the  delay  was 
actually  due  to  "the  paperwork"  being 
done  by  officials  of  the  Purchasing  Divi- 
sion of  the  General  Services  Administra- 
tion which  had  not  finalized  the  bids. 

Asked  about  the  people  who  would  re- 
place the  four  blind  workers,  Mr.  Gault 
responded  that  there  would  be  two  full- 
time  employees  and  four  part-time  em- 
ployees, with  additional  student  help 
when  necessary.  One  of  the  two  full-time 
employees  would  be  the  manager  and 
would  be  paid  between  $13,000  and 
$14,000  with  the  other  full-time  employee 
being  paid  between  $8,000  and  $9,000. 
Thus,  the  starting  annual  salaries  of  the 
two  full-time  employees  would  run  be- 
tween $21 ,000  and  $23,000.  It  was  in- 
dicated that  the  four  part-time  employees 
would  be  paid  approximately  the  mini- 
mum wage  and  apparently  the  student 
help  would  be  in  that  range  as  well.  When 
asked  by  Capps  when  he  thought  the  new 
food  service  would  be  in  operation  Mr. 
Gault  indicated  that  he  had  no  way  of 
knowing  in  view  of  the  current  tie  up  of 
the  bids  for  the  new  equipment,  but  he 
expressed  hope  it  would  be  soon. 

Reminded  that  Spartanburg  TEC  re- 
ceived federal  funds  and  therefore  was 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  Section  504 
of  the  Rehabilitation  Act,  Mr.  Gault  was 
asked  whether  or  not  he  would  be  adver- 
tising the  positions  for  the  food  service 
operation  and  also  whether  he  would  con- 
sider blind  applicants  for  the  positions  as 


required  by  Section  504.  Mr.  Gault  replied 
that  he  was  familiar  with  these  federal 
regulations  and  would  be  advertising  the 
positions.  He  also  stated  that  he  would 
consider  blind  applicants  for  the  positions 
on  a  non-discriminatory  basis.  Asked 
about  the  cost  of  the  new  equipment  to 
replace  the  expensive  equipment  in- 
stalled previously  by  the  Commission  for 
the  Blind  at  taxpayers'  expense,  Mr. 
Gault  replied  that  he  did  not  know  what 
the  cost  of  the  new  equipment  would  be. 

Following  this  initial  telephone  conver- 
sation President  Capps  conferred  with 
Mr.  Virgil  Carleson  of  the  Purchasing  Divi- 
sion of  the  General  Services  Administra- 
tion. Mr.  Carleson  confirmed  that  they 
were  processing  bids  for  the  new  equip- 
ment for  Spartanburg  TEC.  He  went  on 
to  state  that  the  bids  ranged  from  $22,000 
to  $30,000.  Mr.  Carleson  confirmed  that 
the  bids  were  still  being  processed  as 
some  controversy  had  developed  with 
respect  to  various  parties  having  final  bids 
with  some  equipment  companies  con- 
testing the  bids  on  the  basis  that  com- 
peting bids  did  not  represent  equal  equip- 
ment. Mr.  Carleson  expressed  the  hope 
that  this  controversy  would  soon  be 
resolved. 

In  a  second  telephone  conversation  on 
May  16,  Mr.  Gault  confirmed  information 
furnished  by  Mr.  Carleson  concerning  the 
cost  of  the  new  equipment.  When  asked 
about  the  source  of  the  funding  for  the 
new  equipment  Mr.  Gault  said  the  equip- 
ment would  be  paid  for  through  a  loan 
from  the  capital  fund  of  Spartanburg  TEC. 
While  this  was  not  clarified  it  would  seem 
reasonable  to  assume  that  the  capital 
fund  of  Spartanburg  TEC  would  consist 
of  either  state  funds,  federal  funds,  and 
even  private  funds  and  possibly  funds 
from  all  three  sources.  Under  any  cir- 
cumstances one  would  have  to  seriously 
question  the  wisdom  of  any  decision  to 
take  funds  from  a  capital  fund  program 


and  divert  them  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing new  equipment  replacing  good 
equipment  already  purchased  at  tax- 
payers' expense.  President  Capps  then 
asked  Mr.  Gault  what  the  new  food  opera- 
tion would  be  serving  which  was  not  be- 
ing served  by  the  blind  operators.  Mr. 
Gault  replied  that  the  new  food  service 
would  be  providing  short  order  or  hot  food 
and  salads.  Mr.  Gault  was  silent  about  the 
earlier  trip  he  had  made  to  Columbia  at 
which  time  he,  along  with  Commission  of- 
ficials, visited  several  Commission  oper- 
ated vending  facilities  which  were  serv- 
ing short  order  or  hot  foods  and  salads. 
Mr.  Gault  was  pleasant  and  coopera- 
tive thoughout  the  telephone  conferenc- 
es. The  extensive  information  he 
furnished  along  with  other  Spartanburg 
TEC  officials,  as  well  as  that  provided  by 
Mr.  Virgil  Carleson  as  herein  described, 
makes  it  perfectly  clear  that  there  was  no 
sound  or  justifiable  reason  for  the  cold 
and  heartless  removal  of  the  four  blind 
vending  operators  during  the  Christmas 
season.  Further,  it  is  crystal  clear  that  tax- 
payers' funds  have  been  squandered  dur- 
ing a  time  in  which  the  state  is  undergo- 
ing dire  financial  difficulty  with  state  of- 
ficials pleading  for  austerity  on  the  part 
of  the  state  government.  And  how  about 
the  four  blind  workers?  Well,  two  are  still 
unemployed,  one  has  gone  the  way  so 
many  other  blind  persons  have  had  to  go 
—  applied  for,  but  not  receiving,  Social 
Security  benefits;  and  the  fourth  person 
is  now  working  part-time  at  Goodwill 
Industries. 

Efforts  Continue 

In  the  hope  of  finding  some  reasonable 
solution  acceptable  to  both  TEC  officials 
and  the  blind  community,  NFB  of  SC 
President  Donald  Capps  has  been  com- 
municating with  Mr.  William  Dudley,  Ex- 
ecutive Director,  State  Board  for  Techni- 


cal  and  Comprehensive  Education. 
These  communications  and  negotiations 
seem  to  be  bearing  fruit.  There  has  now 
been  an  agreement  to  hold  a  meeting 
with  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Francis  Bell, 


Chairman  of  the  State  TEC  Board,  in  the 
interest  of  searching  for  an  accommoda- 
tion which  will  be  mutually  beneficial  to 
technical  education  and  the  blind 
community. 


Marsh  Elected  Chairman  of  Center  Advisory  Board 


Mr.  Harry  R.  Marsh,  Vice  President  of 
Southern  Bell,  was  recently  elected  chair- 
man of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Federa- 
tion Center  of  the  Blind.  Mr.  Marsh,  a 
native  of  Mississippi,  succeeds  Mr.  David 
Baker  who  had  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Center  for  three  consecutive  two-year 
terms,  the  maximum  provided  under  the 
Center's  bylaws. 

Active  in  many  civic  affairs,  Mr.  Marsh 
is  president  of  the  Area  Three  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  and  is  holder  of  the  Silver  Beaver 
and  Silver  Antelope  Awards.  In  1 974  Mr. 
Marsh  served  as  general  chairman  for 
United  Way  in  Lexington  and  Richland 
counties.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Greater  Columbia  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  was  chairman  of  the  Colum- 
bia Committee  on  Economic  Develop- 
ment in  1977  and  1978.  The  business 
community  profits  greatly  as  a  result  of 
Mr.  Marsh's  participation  on  many  boards 
of  businesses  and  educational  institu- 
tions. The  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind 
is  extremely  fortunate  in  having  an  execu- 
tive of  Mr.  Marsh's  caliber  heading  up  its 
distinguished  Advisory  Board.  Mrs.  L.  P. 
Armstrong  was  elected  vice  chairman  of 
the  Center's  Advisory  Board  at  the  same 
meeting  Mr.  Marsh  was  elected  chair- 
man. 

Center  Has  Three  New  Board  Members 

The  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  is 
pleased  to  announce  the  appointment  of 
three  new  members  to  its  prestigious  Ad- 
visory group.  They  include  Dr.   Ralph 


Mirse,  president  of  Columbia  College,  Dr. 
Marvin  Efron,  an  optometrist  and  faculty 
member  of  the  University  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  William  K.  Richardson, 
retired  and  formerly  associated  with  the 
Veterans  Administration.  These  three 
gentlemen  bring  with  them  a  wealth  of 
valuable  experience  which  will  undoubt- 
edly prove  invaluable  to  the  growth  and 
well-being  of  the  Federation  Center. 
Center  officials  cordially  welcome  Dr. 
Mirse,  Dr.  Efron,  and  Mr.  Richardson. 


Federationist  Files  Litigation 

Against  the 
Department  of  Social  Services 

Mr.  Francis  M.  Chestnut  joined  the 
Williamsburg  County  Department  of  So- 
cial Services  as  a  social  worker  in  1965, 
having  graduated  one  year  earlier  from 
the  University  of  South  Carolina  with  a 
B.A.  degree.  While  his  title  has  changed 
during  his  17-year  tenure  with  DSS,  Mr. 
Chestnut  was  hired  in  1965  in  a  non- 
supervisory  capacity  and  17  years  later 
he  continues  to  be  employed  in  a  non- 
supervisory  position.  With  a  good  educa- 
tional background  and  having  applied  for 
supervisory  positions  and  having  received 
satisfactory  and  above  average  evalua- 
tions, Mr.  Chestnut  has  good  reason  to 
believe  that  he  has  been  by-passed  many 
times  during  the  past  17  years  with  pro- 
motions to  supervisory  and  managerial 
positions  going  to  those  with  sight.  Simply 
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stated,  Mr.  Chestnut  firmly  believes  that 
he  has  been  discriminated  against  sole- 
ly on  a  basis  of  blindness  in  his  employ- 
ment with  the  Williamsburg  County 
Department  of  Social  Services. 

Failing  to  effect  any  change  in  this 
discriminatory  practice  personally,  Mr. 
Chestnut  ultimately  felt  the  need  to  file 
litigation  against  DSS.  Represented  by  a 
Columbia  law  firm,  Mr.  Chestnut  filed  a 
lawsuit  against  DSS  in  February  in  the 
Richland  County  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
The  lawsuit  has  been  brought  under  Sec- 
tion 504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act,  the 
Model  White  Cane  Law,  and  also  under 
Title  6  of  the  1 964  Civil  Rights  Act.  Among 
other  things,  Mr.  Chestnut  is  asking  for 
back  pay  equivalent  to  what  he  should 
have  earned  if  promoted  properly  and  for 
a  supervisory  position  commensurate 
with  his  education,  training  and  ex- 
perience. The  NFB  of  SC  understands  the 
basis  of  Mr.  Chestnut's  action  and  is  sup- 
portive of  the  litigation  as  qualified  blind 
South  Carolinians  merit  fair  and  equal  job 
opportunities  and  promotion. 


A  Continuing  Classic 

Just  like  the  classic  "Old  Man  River" 
the  Columbia  Chapter  of  the  NFB  of  SC 
keeps  rolling  along  year  after  year.  The 
chapter  just  successfully  promoted  its 
29th  Annual  Barbecue  on  April  29  and  for 
the  second  consecutive  year  profits  ex- 
ceeded $5,000.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
1982  barbecue  was  the  most  profitable  to 
date. 

The  first  barbecue  was  held  in  1954 
and  netted  only  $100  in  profits.  This  an- 
nual classic  has  become  a  first-class 
operation.  Chapter  members  work  very 
hard  each  year  and  this  year  advance 
ticket  sales  and  tickets  sold  at  the  door 
amounted  to  approximately  3,000  tickets. 
Many  years  of  experience  have  resulted 


in  a  highly  organized  and  successful  ef- 
fort involving  many  individuals  and 
groups.  Without  the  Boy  Scouts  serving 
as  guides  for  the  three  nights  of  canvas- 
ing  —  more  than  500  tickets  would  not 
have  been  sold.  Also,  this  year  a  fine 
group  of  youngsters  from  the  Carolina 
Children's  Home  helped  out  during  the 
canvas.  Many  neighbors  and  friends 
generously  contributed  their  time  during 
the  serving  of  the  barbecue  —  all  day  tied 
up  with  a  great  deal  of  pressure. 

Finally,  a  special  thank  you  goes  to  L. 
P.  "Princess"  Armstrong  who  has  served 
as  hostess  for  the  annual  barbecue  for  25 
consecutive  years  and  is  incomparable  in 
this  capacity.  It  is  impossible  to  measure 
the  public  goodwill  generated  by  this  an- 
nual event  with  thousands  of  Columbians 
participating  year  after  year.  A  debt  of 
gratitude  is  in  order  for  everyone  who 
helped  to  make  the  29th  Annual  barbecue 
of  the  Columbia  Chapter  the  biggest  and 
best. 


Twenty-fourth  Chapter  Organized 

The  Hampton  County  Chapter  of  the 
NFB  of  SC  was  organized  in  March.  It  be- 
comes the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
ever  growing  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  South  Carolina. 

The  new  chapter's  persident  is  Mrs. 
Luvenia  Heyward.  Mrs.  Heyward  attend- 
ed the  1 981  state  convention  of  the  NFB 
of  SC  at  Presbyterian  College  and  liked 
what  she  saw.  She  also  participated  in  the 
training  conference  for  chapter  presidents 
recently  at  the  Federation  Center  of  the 
Blind. 

Our  thanks  goes  to  Mrs.  Gloria  Bowers, 
former  president  of  our  Low  Country 
Chapter  in  Walterboro,  who  was  highly  in- 
strumental in  the  formation  of  the  Hamp- 
ton County  Chapter.  Congratulations  to 
our  new  Hampton  County  Chapter  and 
welcome  to  the  NFB  of  SC. 


Last  Call  for  Minneapolis 

This  is  the  last  call  for  Federationists 
throughout  South  Carolina  who  are  plan- 
ning to  ride  the  two  chartered  buses  to 
Minneapolis  where  the  1 982  national  con- 
vention will  be  held.  If  you  have  not 
already  done  so,  it  is  imperative  that  you 
now  sign  up  for  the  free  bus  trip.  You  will 
also  need  to  mail  your  check  or  money 
order  for  $25.00  made  payable  to  the  NFB 
of  SC  to  cover  the  deposit  on  your  room 
for  the  overnight  stops  en  route  to  and 
from  Minneapolis.  Your  check  should  be 
mailed  to  the  Federation  Center  of  the 
Blind,  1 19  South  Kilbourne  Road,  Colum- 
bia, South  Carolina  29205.  The  check  is 
not  refundable  but,  of  course,  will  be  ap- 
plied toward  the  cost  of  your  room  for  the 
two  nights  we  will  stop  over  in  In- 
dianapolis, Indiana.  Naturally  you  should 
make  your  reservations  at  the  Leam- 
ington Hotel  in  Minneapolis  if  you  have 
not  already  done  so.  Please  advise  the 
Leamington  that  you  will  be  arriving  on 
Sunday,  July  4  and  departing  on  Satur- 
day, July  10. 

At  this  writing  a  substantial  number  of 
members  have  already  signed  up  for  the 
bus  trip  but  there  is  some  space  left  on 
the  two  buses  if  you  will  act  now.  The  NFB 
of  SC  is  assured  of  having  a  large  delega- 
tion at  the  national  convention  and  once 
again  should  rank  high  in  attendance. 

Incidentally,  because  of  health,  Bob 
Oglesby's  doctor  has  suggested  that  he 
not  make  the  trip  and  Marshall  Tucker 
was  elected  by  the  Board  as  official 
delegate  replacing  Mr.  Oglesby. 

The  alternate  delegate  is  Tootsie 
Gatlin.  At  this  late  date  should  you  have 
any  questions  you  should  telephone  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  at 
254-3777  to  save  time.  All  aboard.  See 
you  in  Minneapolis! 


Clemson 
Get  Ready  For  The  NFB  of  SC! 

Clemson  University  will  host  the  1982 
convention  of  the  NFB  of  SC.  Delegates 
will  be  staying  in  the  Clemson  House 
located  on  the  campus  of  Clemson 
University.  The  Thunderbird  Motor  Inn, 
Highway  123  North,  Clemson,  South 
Carolina,  will  also  be  available  for  those 
preferring  this  type  of  accommodation. 

Room  rates  for  the  Clemson  House  are 
extremely  low.  They  are:  Single  —  one 
night  $15.50,  two  nights  $27.50;  Double 
—  one  night  $9.50  per  person,  two  nights 
$15.50  per  person.  Federation  officials 
have  finalized  the  convention  plans  with 
the  management  of  Clemson  House  and 
everything  is  in  order.  All  reservations 
should  be  made  directly  to  the  Federation 
Center  of  the  Blind,  1 1 9  South  Kilbourne 
Road,  Columbia,  South  Carolina  29205. 
If  you  wish  to  stay  at  the  Thunderbird 
Motor  Inn  your  reservations  should  be 
made  directly  to  the  Thunderbird. 

Several  weeks  prior  to  the  time  of  the 
convention  which  will  be  held  the  week- 
end of  August  6,  7  and  8,  1982,  you  will 
be  receiving  complete  details  of  the  con- 
vention including  a  reservation  form  for 
Clemson  House.  This  form  will  give  all  of 
the  details  you  will  need  in  order  to  make 
your  reservation  properly.  The  Clemson 
House  is  a  fine  facility.  Meeting  rooms  are 
plush  and  spacious.  You  will  also  like  the 
room  accommodations  as  they  are  nice. 
Suzanne  Bridges,  executive  director  of 
the  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind,  will 
again  serve  as  coordinator  for  the  con- 
vention. If  you  should  have  any  questions 
concerning  your  reservation  please  check 
with  Suzanne  at  254-3777.  Much  plan- 
ning for  the  1 982  state  convention  has  al- 
ready begun.  Delegates  may  rest  assured 
that  the  1982  convention  will  indeed  be 
the  biggest  and  best.  See  you  in  Clem- 
son —  Home  of  the  Champs! 
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Second  Annual  Fabulous 
Frog  Festival  Planned 

by  Jerry  Whittle 

The  Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  will 
be  sponsoring  its  Second  Frog  Festival 
at  the  state  convention  in  Clemson  in 
August.  Each  person  attending  the  state 
convention  is  asked  to  bring  some  type 
of  item  which  can  be  sold  to  help  raise 
money  for  the  Center.  Baked  items, 
handicrafts,  books,  knitted  items,  wood 
carving,  almost  anything  except  old 
clothes,  will  be  acceptable.  The  sale  will 
be  held  on  Saturday  afternoon  at  the 
Clemson  House.  So  Paws  with  us  at 
Clemson  and  bring  and  buy  these  home- 
made items  to  help  fund  the  good  old 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind  in  Colum- 
bia. Let's  make  the  Second  Annual  Fabu- 
lous Frog  Festival  bigger  than  even  the 
Pumpkintown  Festival  or  the  Turnip 
Green  Scalding  near  Dead  Dog. 


Applications  Being  Accepted 
for  Scholarship  Awards 

Applications  for  scholarships  ad- 
ministered by  the  NFB  of  SC  and  its 
chapters  are  now  being  accepted.  An- 
nually the  NFB  of  SC  presents  the  Dr. 
Samuel  Miller  Lawton  Scholarship  Award 
to  a  deserving  blind  college  student.  The 
presentation  is  traditionally  made  during 
the  banquet  of  the  state  convention. 
Robert  L.  Oglesby,  601  Maple  Street, 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina  29302,  \s 
chairman  of  the  Lawton  Scholarship 
Committee.  You  may  either  request  an 
application  from  Mr.  Oglesby  or  from  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind.  Mr. 
Oglesby  and  his  committee  will  carefully 
screen  all  applicants  for  the  $300.00 
award.   This   is  the  tenth   annual   Dr. 


Samuel  Miller  Lawton  Scholarship  Award 
to  be  presented.  Previous  recipients  in- 
clude: James  Robinson,  Suzanne 
Bridges,  Sheila  Compton,  Evelyn  Easier, 
Earlene  Gardner,  Pat  Burgess  and  Glenn 
McCoy. 

For  some  time  the  Aiken  County  Chap- 
ter of  the  NFB  of  SC  has  presented  dur- 
ing the  convention  banquet  the  Houston 
'Andy'  Anderson  Scholarship  Award.  You 
should  write  to  Mrs.  Earlene  Gardner, 
chairman  of  this  committee,  at  P.  O.  Box 
2068,  Aiken,  South  Carolina  29801 .  If  you 
have  any  further  questions  concerning 
these  scholarships  you  may  write  direct- 
ly to  Mr.  Oglesby,  Mrs.  Gardner  or  the 
Federation  Center  of  the  Blind. 


1982  Ellen  Beach  Mack 
Home  Award  Largest  To  Date 

In  1981  the  Ellen  Beach  Mack  Home 
Award  was  in  the  amount  of  $999.60.  In 
1982  the  award  will  be  substantially 
larger,  exceeding  $1,000.00.  Thus,  the 
lucky  recipient  of  the  1982  award  will 
have  considerably  greater  means  in  pur- 
chasing a  new  home  or  making  much 
needed  repairs. 

The  NFB  of  SC's  First  Vice  President 
Robert  R.  Bell,  Route  1  Box  737,  Laurens, 
South  Carolina  29360,  is  the  chairman  of 
the  Ellen  Beach  Mack  Home  Award  com- 
mittee. Applications  may  be  secured  from 
Mr.  Bell,  the  Federation  Center  of  the 
Blind,  or  Commissioner  Maxine  Bowles, 
South  Carolina  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
1430  Confederate  Avenue,  Columbia, 
South  Carolina  29201.  All  blind  South 
Carolinians  are  eligible  to  apply  for  the 
Ellen  Beach  Mack  Home  Award. 

Last  year  Mrs.  Caroline  Govan  of 
Orangeburg  was  the  happy  recipient  of 
the  award.  It  is  time  for  interested  persons 
to  file  applications.  Mr.  Bell  and  his  com- 
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mittee  will  carefully  process  the  applica- 
tions. The  1 982  winner  of  the  Ellen  Beach 
Mack  Home  Award  will  be  announced  at 
the  banquet  of  the  annual  convention  of 
the  NFB  of  SC  on  Saturday  evening, 
August  7,  1982  at  Clemson  University. 


In  Memoriam 


The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
South  Carolina  expresses  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  Jerry  Whittle  in  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Karin,  the  latter  part  of  March.  Our 
sympathy  is  also  extended  to  Frances 
Messer  who  lost  her  father  and  grand- 
mother in  March.  Coley  Stinson,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Laurens  County  Chapter,  lost 
his  wife  in  April  and  has  the  sincere  sym- 
pathy of  all  of  us.  Lee  Spradley  who 
joined  the  Spartanburg  Chapter  shortly 
after  it  was  organized  in  1944  also  recent- 
ly passed  away  after  a  long  illness. 
Recently  word  reached  the  Palmetto  Blind 
of  the  death  of  Wallace  Flanigan  some 
time  ago.  Wallace  was  an  associate  mem- 
ber of  the  Columbia  Chapter  and  resid- 
ed in  Clover.  The  NFB  of  SC  extends 
sympathy  to  the  family  of  Robert  Wilson 
of  Warrenville  who  died  during  the  mid- 
dle of  April.  Robert  was  a  member-at- 
large  of  the  Federation  and  attended  the 
Columbia  Chapter  for  a  number  of  years. 
To  all  of  the  loved  ones  and  families  of 
these  individuals  who  have  recently  died, 
the  NFB  of  SC  extends  sincere  sympathy. 
Each  and  every  person  will  be  greatly 
missed. 


Light 

by  Mrs.  Alice  Lawton 


(Editor's  Note:  The  Palmetto  Blind  is 
grateful  to  Mrs.  Lawton  for  making  this 
very  interesting  article  available  to  our 
readers.) 

Why  does  Mrs.  Lawton  give  a  lamp  to 
a  blind  person?  That's  crazy!  Doesn't  she 
know  that  a  blind  person  can't  see?  Oh, 
yes,  they  can  "see."  They  can  see  plen- 
ty! Even  the  totally  blind  need  a  lamp  if 
that  one  is  to  be  a  student.  Do  you  know 
what  a  lamp  is?  It  is  something  that  of- 
fers light  for  visual  perception.  Yes,  totally 
blind  need  a  lamp,  that  is,  if  they  are  go- 
ing to  be  students.  Being  a  student  takes 
lots  of  reading.  Being  a  college  student 
takes  more.  It  is  tremendous  the  amount 
of  reading  that  is  required  in  college.  I'll 
try  to  explain.  A  good  light  is  important 
for  good  reading.  During  the  nearly  fifty 
years  I  was  married  to  Dr.  Samuel  Miller 
Lawton,  I  did  a  lot  of  reading  aloud.  Dr. 
Lawton  had  retinitis  pigmentosa  which  is 
a  gradual  deterioration  of  the  retina.  He 
was  deeply  appreciative  of  even  the 
tiniest  bit  of  light.  When  a  number  of  blind 
people  in  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina, 
wanted  to  organize  into  a  club  for  spiritual 
and  social  benefit,  Dr.  Lawton  suggested 
that  the  name  be  the  Aurora  Club  of  the 
Blind  since  the  aurora  is  the  highest  light 
on  earth.  It  reaches  up  and  up  as  far  as 
anyone  can  imagine.  It  is  beautiful  and 
inspiring.  Its  inspiration  comes  from  its 
power  to  send  forth  glorious  volumes  of 
tremendous  beauty.  We  were  all  remind- 
ed that  Jesus  had  said,  "I  am  the  light  of 
the  world"  and  "Ye  are  the  light  of  the 
world."  He  also  said,  "Let  your  light  so 
shine."  Thus,  this  great  organization  of 
the  blind  of  South  Carolina,  now  an  af- 
filiate of  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind,  began  with  an  abiding  appreciation 
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of  light,  of  clear  vision,  of  understanding 
and  insight. 

Dr.  Lawton's  college  and  seminary  de- 
grees were  earned  before  Talking  Book 
Machines,  cassettes,  or  recordings.  I  did 
the  reading  aloud  for  his  graduate 
degrees.  Even  before  air  conditioning  I 
read  aloud  the  entire  Bible  from  "cover 
to  cover"  calling  every  word  clearly  dur- 
ing the  month  of  August  1930.  Most  of 
that  project  was  in  the  cool  shade  of  trees 
sitting  comfortably  in  a  chair  or  lying  more 
comfortably  in  a  hammock  with  plenty  of 
cushions.  No  headaches,  no  eyestrain.  It 
takes  plenty  of  self-discipline  and  plenty 
of  light  to  be  a  good  reader.  Sometime  I 
said,  "This  is  fun  controlling  the 
diaphram,  the  voice  box,  the  facial 
muscles,  the  tongue,  the  eye  movement 
so  that  one  listening  could  understand." 
Often  I  thought  that  listening,  staying 
alert,  storing  the  knowledge  was  the 
greater  task. 

At  Peabody  College  for  Teachers, 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  we  did  our 
graduate  study,  I  attained  the  record  of 
the  fastest,  most  intelligable  reader.  I 
could  read  for  straight  two  hours  then  a 
break  for  coffee  or  fruit  juice,  another  two 
hours,  and  another  break,  then  for  two 
more  hours,  making  six  hours  which 
amounted  to  a  morning  well  spent,  no 
hurry,  no  headache,  no  eyestrain,  plenty 
of  light  and  self-discipline. 

Then  one  day  not  too  long  ago,  I 
thought  of  the  generous  scholarship  you 
are  giving  to  a  blind  student  in  South 
Carolina  who  wants  a  college  education. 
You  graciously  named  that  scholarship 
for  Dr.  Lawton.  He  knew  the  value  of 
education  to  anyone,  how  important  it  is 
to  gain  understanding.  I  kept  thinking  how 
a  poor  light  will  harm  the  partially  sighted. 
A  good  reader  with  a  good  light  can  be- 
come a  better  reader  by  sheer  determina- 
tion to  follow  the  rules.  I  know  for  I 
became  adept  and  could  read  with  ease. 


In  those  days,  I  never  grew  tired  or 
hoarse,  I  learned  to  pay  attention,  too,  so 
we  both  were  able  to  pass  all  the  ex- 
aminations. I  learned  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  a  good  light  if  one  is  to  acquire  the 
skill  I  attained. 

I  want  our  South  Carolina  blind  college 
students  to  reach  the  best.  In  thinking  this 
over,  I  decided  to  give  a  reading  lamp  to 
the  blind  student  who  receives  the  Lawton 
Scholarship  for  college.  I  gave  $600.00, 
the  interest  of  which  is  to  go  each  year 
to  the  recipient  of  the  Lawton  Scholarship 
or  to  the  next  in  line  if  the  present  recipi- 
ent has  already  received  a  reading  lamp. 

(Editor's  Note:  Recently  Mrs.  Lawton 
gave  an  additional  $400.00  to  the  scholar- 
ship fund.) 


Rocky  Bottom 
Is  In  Full  Swing 

Activity  at  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the 
Blind  has  been  accelerated  with  the  ar- 
rival of  springtime.  While  Rocky  Bottom 
is  beautiful  year-round  and  activities  are 
ongoing,  warmer  weather  seems  to  at- 
tract more  people. 

This  past  January  Rocky  Bottom  was 
a  veritable  winter  wonderland  with  more 
than  12  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground. 
Our  caretaker,  Mrs.  Carver,  reports  that 
she  was  "snow  bound"  for  a  week,  but 
took  advantage  of  nature  to  enjoy  the 
beautiful  scenery  as  there  was  snow 
everywhere  blanketing  the  beautiful  Blue 
Ridge  Mountains.  Both  Chimney  Top 
Creek  and  Rocky  Bottom  Creek  glistened 
with  ice.  For  several  days  the  temperature 
hovered  around  0  degrees. 

Beginning  in  April  there  has  been  a 
tremendous  upspring  in  activity  as 
various  chapters  of  the  NFB  of  SC  and 
others  are  visiting  Rocky  Bottom  week- 
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ly.  Groups  from  the  South  Carolina 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  have  also 
been  guests  at  Rocky  Bottom.  A  group 
from  the  South  Carolina  Commission  for 
the  Blind  is  expected  during  the  summer 
months.  Camp  officials  are  also  pleased 
that  other  groups  including  senior 
citizens,  community  and  church  groups, 
women's  groups,  as  well  as  various  civic 
organizations  are  visiting  Rocky  Bottom. 

Recently  a  statewide  group  of  ladies 
representing  the  South  Carolina  Home- 
makers  Extension  Clubs  held  an  impor- 
tant meeting  at  Rocky  Bottom.  During  the 
meeting  the  Homemakers  Clubs  voted  to 
adopt  as  a  statewide  project  the  sale  of 
flower  seeds  from  Park  Seed  Company. 
The  South  Carolina  Extension  Home- 
makers  program  is  comprised  of  347 
chapters  statewide,  and  all  of  these 
chapters  will  be  selling  seeds  next  year. 
These  347  chapters  are  organized  in  45 
of  the  state's  46  counties.  This  is  par- 
ticularly significant  in  that  Rocky  Bottom 
is  pleased  to  be  associated  with  such  a 
fine  state  organization  and  it  will  result  in 
much  needed  monetary  assistance  next 
year.  Much  credit  goes  to  Mrs.  Jean  Wat- 
son of  Pickens  for  spearheading  this 
project. 

Many  other  camp  projects  are  ongoing 
or  in  the  planning  stage.  Plans  are  mov- 
ing ahead  for  the  Second  Annual  "Fun 
Day"  to  be  held  on  Labor  Day.  Mrs. 
Mildred  Cantrell  of  Liberty  is  serving  as 
chairman  of  "Fun  Day"  and  will  be  work- 
ing with  many  "Friends  of  the  Blind"  in 
this  project.  Additionally,  our  Pickens 
County  Chapter  will  co-sponsor  "Fun 
Day." 

Quilting  Party 

For  some  time  now  Rocky  Bottom  has 
been  the  site  of  an  old  time  quilting  par- 
ty. Mrs.  Eunice  Carver,  camp  caretaker, 
has  headed  up  this  "party"  which  has 


been  a  highly  productive  undertaking. 
Rocky  Bottom  is  definitely"- located  in 
"Clemson  Country."  You  guessed  it  — 
Mrs.  Carver  and  her  group  have  complet- 
ed a  beautiful  quilt  in  Clemson  colors  of 
orange  and  purple  with  no  fewer  than  1 8 
awesome  tiger  paws.  Any  Clemson  sup- 
porter is  bound  to  admire  this  unique 
quilt.  Tickets  are  available  for  this  "Tiger 
Masterpiece"  at  $1.00  each.  You  Clem- 
son supporters  will  want  to  purchase  a 
handful  of  tickets.  The  tiger  quilt  will  be 
given  away  during  the  state  convention. 
As  all  of  you  know,  the  state  convention 
will  be  held  at  none  other  than  the  home 
of  the  Tigers  —  Clemson  University. 

Another  Clemson  quilt,  of  equal  statute 
for  sure,  is  quietly  but  very  carefully  be- 
ing quilted  and  will  be  a  special  attraction 
for  "Fun  Day"  at  Rocky  Bottom.  Pro- 
ceeds from  this  unique  project  will  be 
used  for  the  operation  and  development 
of  Rocky  Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind.  Many 
hours  have  been  devoted  to  this  project 
and  Rocky  Bottom  officials  are  grateful  to 
Mrs.  Carver  and  others  who  have  given 
unselfishly  of  their  time. 

Dr.  Samuel  Miller  Lawton 

Memorial  Assembly  Hall 

Continues  to  Progress 

Progress  on  the  Dr.  Samuel  Miller 
Lawton  Memorial  Assembly  Hall  is  con- 
tinuing. The  rustic  chapel  constructed 
more  than  fifty  years  ago  in  the  1 920s  was 
in  bad  need  of  repairs  when  the  NFB  of 
SC  assumed  operation  of  the  camp  three 
years  ago.  Since  that  time  the  National 
Guard  and  Navy  Seabees  have  contribut- 
ed hundreds  of  hours  of  free  labor. 
Thousands  of  dollars  of  materials  have 
also  been  contributed.  At  this  writing,  all 
of  the  windows  have  now  been  installed. 
All  of  the  electrical  wiring  has  been  com- 
pleted. So  that  the  assembly  hall  can  be 
used  year-round,  it  has  been  well  insulat- 


14 


^^^ 


ed.  Paneling,  in  keeping  with  the  rustic 
appearance  of  the  building,  is  virtually 
complete  throughout.  All  doors  have  been 
installed.  Soon,  modern  ceiling  fans  with 
built-in  lighting  will  be  installed.  Work  re- 
mains to  be  done  on  the  ceiling  and  roof. 
While  you  will  note  that  tremendous 
progress  has  already  been  made,  the 
work  has  been  tedious.  In  many  instanc- 
es, the  workers  found  the  going  quite  slow 
and  at  times  they  had  to  completely 
reconstruct  window  spaces  to  install  new 
windows.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Dr.  Samuel 
Miller  Lawton  Memorial  Assembly  Hall  will 
be  completed  in  the  near  future,  at  which 
time  there  will  be  a  special  dedication. 


very  helpful  media  coverage,  everyone  in 
the  upstate  area  knows  about  Rocky  Bot- 
tom Camp  of  the  Blind. 


Consultant  Has  Helped 

For  two  months  between  January  and 
March,  Mr.  Jim  Rousmaniere,  a  special 
consultant  from  Long  Island,  New  York, 
was  associated  with  the  Rocky  Bottom 
program.  Mr.  Rousmaniere  made  many 
contacts  and  enlarged  upon  programs 
previously  initiated  in  the  development  of 
Rocky  Bottom.  Already  Rocky  Bottom  has 
benefitted  from  Mr.  Rousmaniere's  efforts 
to  the  program  and  further  assistance  is 
anticipated  in  the  future. 


News  Media  Coverage  Excellent 

From  its  inception  the  Rocky  Bottom 
program  has  received  excellent  news 
media  coverage.  In  recent  weeks  numer- 
ous extensive  articles  have  appeared  in 
upstate  newspapers,  many  featuring  pic- 
tures. Also,  WFBC-TV  has  been  carrying 
public  service  announcements  for  ap- 
proximately two  years.  As  a  result  of  this 


Bottom  Line 

The  bottom  line  is  that  for  the  first  time, 
blind  South  Carolinians  have  available  to 
them  a  free  year-round  camping  facility. 
Hundreds  of  blind  persons  and  their 
families  and  friends  have  already  taken 
advantage  of  this  unique  service.  Rocky 
Bottom  Camp  of  the  Blind  has  been  in  ex- 
istence now  for  slightly  more  than  three 
years  and  was  a  "faith"  project  from  its 
inception.  During  the  past  three  years 
more  than  $200,000  in  cash,  services,  fur- 
nishings and  materials  have  been  raised. 
The  NFB  of  SC  is  justifiably  proud  of  this 
ministry  of  service  to  the  blind  and  is 
grateful  to  the  many  individuals  and 
groups  who  have  contributed  to  the 
growth  and  progress  of  Rocky  Bottom. 

Unfortunately,  the  country  has  been  in 
the  grips  of  a  serious  recession  almost  the 
entire  time  the  NFB  of  SC  has  been  de- 
veloping Rocky  Bottom.  This  undoubted- 
ly has  had  an  effect  but  Federation  of- 
ficials have  worked  hard  and  its  many 
friends  have  certainly  pitched  in  and, 
despite  the  recession,  progress  has  been 
heartwarming.  While  substantial  funds 
have  been  raised  toward  the  construction 
of  a  swimming  pool,  at  this  writing,  more 
funding  will  be  needed  in  order  to  com- 
plete this  project  for  the  1982  summer 
months.  There  are  many  pending  pro- 
posals and  it  is  conceivable  that  pool  con- 
struction could  take  place  within  several 
weeks.  Under  any  circumstances,  blind 
South  Carolinians  are  enjoying  recreation 
in  some  of  the  state's  most  beautiful 
country.  Who  would  deny,  in  this  day  of 
rat  races,  that  leisure  and  recreation  are 
needed  by  all. 
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State  Laws  Concerning 
Blind  Voters  Lack  Clarity 


Present  Congressional  consideration  of 
an  extension  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  has 
focused  attention  upon  state  laws  as  they 
affect  blind  voters.  In  February  a  delega- 
tion from  the  NFB  of  SC  visited  with  Sen- 
ator J.  Strom  Thurmond  in  his  Wash- 
ington office  and  quickly  gained  his  sup- 
port of  an  amendment  to  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  enabling  a  blind  voter  to  select 
the  person  of  his  choice  to  assist  him  in 
preparing  his  ballot.  Since  state  laws  also 
have  a  significant  bearing  on  the  method 
of  voting,  the  NFB  of  SC  had  South  Caro- 
lina's laws  as  they  relate  to  blind  voters 
researched  by  counsel.  While  the 
research  was  thorough  the  results  were 
both  interesting  and  confusing.  Under  the 
section  of  the  South  Carolina  Statute  No. 
7-1 3-780  entitled  "Designation  of  Voters 
who  may  receive  assistance"  it  is  not  en- 
tirely clear  as  to  who  may  actually  assist 
a  physically  handicapped  or  blind  person 
in  a  voting  booth.  Under  Section  7-13-770 
of  the  statute  entitled  "Unauthorized  per- 
sons not  allowed  within  guardrail:  Voter 
may  obtain  assistance"  it  is  stated  that 
such  a  person  may  appeal  to  the  manag- 
ers for  assistance  in  voting  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  managers  shall  appoint  one 
of  the  managers  and  a  bystander,  who 
must  be  an  elector  of  that  precinct,  to  be 
designated  by  the  voter  to  assist  him  in 
preparing  his  ballot.  After  the  voter's 
ballot  has  been  prepared  the  bystander 
so  appointed  shall  immediately  leave  the 
vicinity  of  the  guardrail,  provided,  that  in 
lieu  of  the  above  assistance  a  person  may 
have  his  spouse  render  him  assistance 
in  voting.  In  attempting  to  interpret  this 
portion  of  the  statute,  several  questions 
arise.  First  of  all,  does  this  contemplate 
that  a  manager  and  a  bystander  be  pres- 


ent in  the  booth  with  the  voter  or  is  a  per- 
missable  interpretation  of  thephrase  "in 
lieu  of  the  above  assistance"  contemplate 
that  only  the  voter  and  his  spouse  may 
be  in  the  booth?  The  unclear  language 
of  the  statutes  has  resulted  in  opinions 
by  two  different  Attorney  Generals  in  1 958 
and  1966.  In  1958,  Attorney  General  T. 
C.  Callison  stated  that  it  clearly  appeared 
that  a  blind  individual  could  designate  his 
wife  as  the  one  to  assist  in  preparing  the 
ballot.  He  added,  however,  that  it  does 
not  necessarily  mean  that  the  managers 
shall  not  supply  one  of  the  managers  to 
be  present  at  the  preparation  of  such 
ballot.  Attorney  General  Callison's  opin- 
ion was  concurred  in  by  Assistant  At- 
torney General  James  B.  Ellisor  in  1966. 
However,  it  is  very  significant  that  the 
above  opinions  were  decided  prior  to  the 
date  Section  7-13-770  was  amended  in 
1970.  The  1970  amendment  to  the  code 
added  the  proviso  that  "In  lieu  of  the 
above  assistance  a  person  may  have  his 
spouse  render  him  assistance  in  voting." 
Counsel  for  the  NFB  of  SC  has  conclud- 
ed that  it  is  not  definite  whether  this  pro- 
viso should  be  read  in  light  of  the  earlier 
Attorney  General  opinions  with  the  result 
being  that  a  spouse  must  be  the  desig- 
nated bystander  to  assist  the  voter  along 
with  a  manager.  However,  the  other  argu- 
ment would  be  that  the  phrase  "in  lieu  of 
the  above  assistance,"  contemplates 
eliminating  the  assistance  of  the  manager 
and  designated  bystander  with  the  result 
being  that  the  blind  voter  and  spouse 
shall  be  alone  in  the  booth.  Counsel  for 
the  NFB  of  SC  further  states  that  in  their 
opinion  the  latter  interpretation  is  the  bet- 
ter one.  Counsel  also  agrees  with  NFB  of 
SC  that  the  intended  purposes  of  the 
statutes  can  be  better  served  by  allowing 
only  the  blind  voter  and  spouse  in  the 
booth.  Additionally,  the  NFB  of  SC 
recognizes  that  there  are  blind  voters  who 
have  no  spouse  and  therefore  in  such 
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situations  the  blind  voter  should  be  able  amended  plus  earlier  Attorney  General 

to  select  the  person  of  his  choice  to  assist  opinions  still  lack  clarity.  Thus,  the  NFB 

in  preparing  his  ballot.  This  position  is  of  SC  will  want  to  consider  sponsoring  a 

compatible  with  the  position  wholly  ac-  clarifying  amendment  to  the  statute  and 

ceptable  by  Senator  Thurmond  in  the  possibly  also  secure  a  current  opinion 

Federal  Law.  As  indicated  in  the  begin-  from  the  Attorney  General, 
ning   the    South    Carolina   Statute    as 
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Flashback 


(Editor's  Note:  This  article  appeared  24 
years  ago  in  the  Palmetto  Auroran  —  20 
additional  chapters  and  two  divisions 
have  been  established  since  that  time.) 

Four  Chapters 
Now  Make  Up  the  SCACB 

After  almost  two  years  of  persistence  and 
hard  work,  we  are  glad  to  report  to  you 
that  there  is  now  a  chapter  of  the  S.  C. 
Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind  in  Greenville,  the 
state's  third  largest  city.  The  Greenville 
Aurora  Club  held  its  first  meeting  May  18 
and  heard  an  inspiring  address  by  Mr. 
Max  Lawton,  brother  of  our  own  Dr. 
Samuel  Lawton.  The  president  of  the 
Greenville  chapter  is  Mr.  William  Harry 
Patterson.  Mr.  Patterson,  prior  to  the  loss 
of  the  largest  portion  of  his  vision  some 
three  years  ago,  was  in  the  wholesale  dry 
goods  business.  He  now  operates  a  con- 
cession stand.  Other  officers  of  the 
Greenville  chapter  are  Mr.  George 
Shelton,  Vice  President,  Miss  Evelyn 
McCarter,  Secretary,  Mr.  Olen  Pruitt, 
Treasurer,  Miss  Margaret  South,  Social 
Director,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Posey,  Music 
Director.  Many  thought  that  we  would 
never  be  able  to  organize  a  chapter  in 
Greenville,  and  while  it  was  necessary  to 
fight  a  long  and  hard  battle,  victory  has 
been  achieved.  The  Greenville  Aurora 
Club  meets  the  third  Sunday  in  every 
month  at  the  Y.W.C.A.  The  time  of  their 
monthly  meeting  is  3  p.m.  Its  new  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Patterson,  as  well  as  its  other 
officers  and  members,  welcomes  all  blind 
persons  of  the  Greenville  area,  as  well  as 
all  over  the  state,  to  the  regular  monthly 
meetings.  There  is  now  a  meeting  of  the 
S.  C.  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind  every  Sun- 
day in  the  year  except  in  those  months 
which  have  five  Sundays.  We  welcome 


you,  Greenville,  most  cordially,  into  the 
S.  C.  Aurora  Club  of  the  Blind;  and  our 
hats  are  off  to  such  a  courageous  group 
of  blind  citizens. 


From  the  President's  Desk 

by  Donald  Capps 

Louis  "Satchmo"  Armstrong  was 
among  those  who  helped  to  make  popular 
the  song  "What  A  Wonderful  World."  And 
indeed  it  is  a  wonderful  world.  As  big  as 
the  world  is,  all  of  us  still  have  our  "own 
little  world."  If  you  will  pardon  a  personal 
reference,  now  that  I  am  approaching 
nearly  30  years  of  volunteer  service  to  the 
blind  of  this  state  and  nation,  let  me  share 
with  you  some  of  the  things  of  "my 
world."  At  the  outset,  I  totally  agree  that 
it  is  a  wonderful  world.  While  "my  world," 
just  as  yours,  consists  of  many  precious 
parts  including  loved  ones,  family,  both 
private  and  professional  pursuits  embrac- 
ing a  successful  career,  let  me  share  with 
you  a  part  of  "my  world"  as  it  relates  to 
nearly  three  decades  of  work  with  and  for 
the  blind.  It  became  more  apparent  to  me 
when  I  became  involved  in  the  organized 
blind  movement  in  1953  that  there  existed 
a  wide  gap  between  the  "world  of  the 
blind"  and  the  "world  of  the  sighted."  I 
realized  that  I  must  recognize  the  reasons 
for  this  big  gap.  In  the  beginning  I  wanted 
desperately  to  do  everything  in  my  power 
to  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  the  blind. 
Soon,  however,  I  was  to  learn  that  I  had 
embarked  upon  a  mission  and  ministry 
which  would  prove  rewarding,  challeng- 
ing, and  frustrating.  I  am  glad  I  did  not 
heed  the  advice  of  some  who  expressed 
the  viewpoint  the  blind  could  never  be  a 
viable  force  in  South  Carolina.  They  were 
simply  too  vulnerable  from  all  kinds  of 
pressures  which  could  be  applied  to  keep 
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them  in  line  according  to  the  old-timers. 
Perhaps  it  was  my  youth  and  inex- 
perience; but,  whatever  it  was  I  did  not 
believe  it. 

The  problems  were  quickly  identified. 
I  soon  learned  that  the  blind  for  the  most 
part  had  little  self-confidence  and  unfor- 
tunately many  looked  to  the  sighted  to 
lead  the  way  and  thereby  control  their 
destinies.  There  were  serious  attitudinal 
difficulties  which  had  to  be  overcome  and 
this  has  been  accomplished  to  a  great 
degree.  It  is  now  respectable  to  be  blind. 
I  also  quickly  learned  much  more  about 
public  attitudes  concerning  blindness 
which  were  far  less  wholesome  three 
decades  ago  than  they  are  today.  Reject- 
ing the  view  of  the  old-timers,  I  never 
doubted  that  the  blind  did  not  have  the 
intelligence  and  discipline  to  unify  and 
work  together  to  improve  their  lot.  Elected 
president  of  the  Columbia  Chapter  in 

1954  and  state  president  in  1956, 1  talked 
to  every  blind  South  Carolinian  I  could  to 
enlist  his  or  her  membership.  The 
Charleston  Chapter  was  organized  in 

1955  and  soon  the  Greenville  Chapter 
was  added.  Indeed  the  blind  began  to 
unite  like  never  before  in  South  Carolina. 

One  of  the  most  rewarding  aspects  of 
my  many  years  of  participation  in  the 
organized  blind  movement  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  blind  of  South  Carolina  have  tru- 
ly proved  beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt 
that  they  are  disciplined,  intelligent,  and 
extremely  capable  in  governing  them- 
selves. Today,  the  NFB  of  SC  with  a 
statewide  membership  of  over  800  is  a 
viable  and  cohesive  organization.  This  is 
the  net  result  of  blind  persons  unified  and 
working  hand  in  hand.  This  unity  based 
on  sound  individual  and  collective  leader- 
ship has  lead  to  many  other  rewarding  ac- 
complishments. The  blind  began  to  have 
their  own  fund  raising  projects.  The  blind 
were  responsible  for  the  passage  of  many 


pieces  of  highly  beneficial  legislation.  The 
blind  began  to  work  in  meaningful  part- 
nership with  the  sighted.  The  rewarding 
accomplishments  I  have  been  fortunate 
to  experience  during  my  long  career  with 
the  Federation  are  simply  too  numerous 
to  enumerate  in  this  format. 

Earlier  I  spoke  of  challenge.  Through- 
out the  years  there  have  been  many 
challenges  and  we  have  been  triumphant 
on  many  occasions.  The  master  plan  for 
the  development  of  the  Rocky  Bottom 
Camp  for  the  Blind  project  carefully 
thought  out  involves  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  to  achieve.  Needless 
to  say,  in  good  times,  the  Rocky  Bottom 
project  would  be  extremely  challenging 
not  to  mention  these  times  of  serious 
recession.  The  Federation's  will  and  spirit 
in  our  opinion  will  in  the  end,  however, 
be  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  master 
plan  for  Rocky  Bottom. 

The  Spartanburg  TEC's  dilemma  as 
well  as  the  overall  technical  college  situa- 
tion represents  a  challenge.  Once  again 
the  persistent  efforts  of  the  Federation  to 
achieve  sensible  and  fair  treatment  for  the 
blind  in  this  area  will  be  achieved. 

I  also  spoke  of  frustration  —  yes  —  "my 
world,"  just  as  yours,  has  its  frustrating 
moments.  During  the  past  29  years  I  be- 
lieve that  I  have  been  involved  in  just 
about  every  conceivable  situation  in  what 
many  of  us  commonly  refer  to  as  "blind 
work."  Serving  as  state  president  of  an 
organization  with  more  than  800  mem- 
bers has  plenty  of  opportunity  for  interac- 
tion. The  scope  of  this  responsibility,  of 
course,  has  its  moments  of  stress,  but  it 
has  also  afforded  me  the  rewarding  op- 
portunity to  grow  and  help  others  to 
achieve  a  better  way  of  life.  I  learned  a 
long  time  ago  that  people  problems  are 
by  far  the  greatest  problems  in  life.  At  the 
same  time  I  learned  that,  if  you  demon- 
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strate  a  sincere  interest  in  people  and  try  solved.  That's  what  the  Federation  is  all 
to  help  them,  the  problems  frequently  about  —  working  with  people^  —  primari- 
seem  much  smaller  and  are  often  actually         ly  blind  people. 


Final  Thought 

This  old  prayer,  which  was  found  in  a 
Long  Island  inn,  could  well  be  our  prayer 
today: 

"Lord,  Thou  knowest  better  than  I  know 
myself  that  I  am  growing  older.  Keep  me 
from  getting  too  talkative  and  thinking  that 
I  must  say  something  on  every  subject 
that  comes  up.  Release  me  from  trying 
to  straighten  out  everybody's  affairs. 
Teach  me  the  glorious  lesson  that  occa- 
sionally I  may  be  mistaken.  Make  me 
thoughtful,  but  not  moody;  helpful  but  not 
bossy.  Thou  knowest,  Lord,  that  what  I 
want  most  is  friends  at  the  end." 
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